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DENT 


Indonesias new president moves to stamp his authority by removing protesters from parliament building For God 


Jakarta: troops take on students 


country, 
and at 


. By Richard Lloyd Parry and 
Stephen Vinos in Jakarta 

SCORES df Indonesian troops 
advanced into Jakarta’s parlia- 
ment complex late las&iight, try- 
ing to clear it of the thousands 
of students who have occupied 
it for the last, few days. 

the anny action was the first 

Indication that the new gov- 
ernment of former vice-presi- 
dent Bacharuddtn Jusuf 
Habibie had lost its patience 
with the demands by the student 
movement for democracy, and 
. a line was being drawn after 
Thursday's resignation of Pres- 
ident Suharto. Mr Habibie 
named a cabinet yesterday that 
removed some of those closest 
to the former president, but left 
-many of the old guard in place. 

Ones of armed troops moved 
. into the complex at about 
. 1130pm local time and hundreds 
of stiidents fled from the grounds 
into the main parliament build- 
ing. Troops used a loudspeaker 
to call on the students to leave 
the complex peacefully. 

The students have been in the 
complex since Tuesday, first de- 
manding the ousting of former 
president Suharto and then that 
of his successor, Mr Habibie. 
There was no immediate vio-. * 
lence but there was great tension. 
Students had gathered in the lob- 
by of the mamparfiament build- 
ing, pulling on their university 
blazers and Halting arms. 

“We will not give in, we wil] 
at: run away.” said Audi, one 
of the students. “The mUitaiy is 
going against the wishes of the 
people. We cannot allow this. 
We wil stay and fight.” 

A* the roads around the 
parliament building were sealed 
off, as the anny grouped to re- 
claim the building from the 
demonstrators who have been 
'roaming around it without re- 



Protesters«tandmg.-on top of parliament buildings in Jakarta this week; sokfiers moved in last night to dear thousands of students who had occupied the complex Photograph: David Gray 


straint, chanting slogans against 
the Suharto regime, and daub- 
ing them on the walls. 

Earlier in the day there had 
been a stand-off between Mus- 
lim demonstrators who ap- 
peared at the building and told 
the students to put ad end to 


their demonstrations. That con- 
frontation ended peacefully, 
but was apparently a warning of 
more serious action to come. 

That action appeared in the 
form of Green Berets from the 
Strategic Reserve, who brought 
empty trucks into which the stu- 


dents could expect to be man- 
handled. “Disperse, disperser 
the military police shouted, 
carrying M-16 rifles, truncheons 
and tear-gas canisters. 

The nhEtaiy chose a moment 
to act when divisions had start- 
ed appearing among the stu- 


dents, and when they were pre- 
sumably exhausted after days of 
protest Nevertheless singing 
could be heard inside the build- 
ing as the army waited outside. 

Maijuki Darusmanl the vice- 
chairman of the National Com- 
mittee on Human Rights, said 


“It’s very surprising that it's hap- 
pened like this. General Wiran- 
to [ the anny chief] said today that 
they should end the demonstra- 
tion but it was no more than a 
Mot. It wasn’t an ultimatum.” 

The new Indonesian cabinet 
bas a substantial mililary pres- 


ence - six serving or retired 
army generals - as well as six 
prominent Muslim figures. 
Most are members of the rul- 
ing Golkar parly who may now 
be hoping to serve until 2003, 
when Mr Habibie will finish 
serving Suharto's term. 


Landslide predicted for ‘Yes’ vote 





Gerry Adams, the Sinn Fein president, with constituents 
after voting in Belfast yesterday Photograph: Brian Harris 


By David McKittrick 

Ireland Correspondent' . 

SUPPORTERS of a “Yes” vote 
in Ireland's double referendums 
last night predicted a convincing 
win of more than 70 per cent 
Voters came out in enor- 
mous numbers in Northern Ire- 
land, with observers in some 
areas reporting local turnouts 
exceeding 90 per cent. The be- 
lief is that a high vote wifi help 
the “Yes" camp. 

A senior nationalist politi- 
cian said: “Scene have been call- 
ing it the Good Friday 
agreement and some call it the 
Belfast agreement I believe 
that after this vote it will be the 
people’s agreement-” 

On the other side of the coin, 
'William Thompson, an Ulster 


Unionist Party MP who has 
been prominent in the “No” 
camp, claimed a majority of 
Protestants would not support 
the accord. He said: “Tbe mood, 
today is definitely anti- 
agreemenL People have been 
sickened by the pressure from 
outside Northern Ireland and 
many of those who were voting 
‘Yes' when the campaign start- 
ed have decided otherwise.” 

Most observers, however, 
say they have detected a dear 
swing towards a “Yes” vote in the 
final few days of the campaign, 
wifo scone of the meet cptinustic 
on the “Yes” side believing that 
something dose to a landslide 
could be on the cards. 

The result in the Irish Re- 
public, where a parallel refer- 
endum was held yesterday, is 


regarded as an utterly foregone 
conclusion, with scarcely a “No" 
voter to be found The turnout, 
though high, is however expect- 
ed to be lower than in the north. 

Unless the northern “Yes” 
vote percentage reaches the up- 
per 7t)s, there will be sharp con- 
troversy cr/er whether a majority 
of Unionists have endorsed the 
accord The loyalist “No” cam- 
paigners claim that a “Yes” vote 
of 74 per cent is needed to 
demonstrate a pro-agreement 
Unionist majority, hit thisis con- 
tested by most commentators as 
an unreasonably hig h figure. 

Some 1,175,000 people were 
entitled to vote, putting an X in 
“Yes” or “No” boxes beside the 
question: “Do you support the 
agreement reached at the 
multi-party talks on Northern 


Ireland and set out in Com- 
mand Paper 3883?" 

The ballot-papers from 583 
locations throughout Northern 
Ireland will be taken to the 
King's Hall in south Belfast 
where counting is to begin at 
9am today. A result is expect- 
ed by early afternoon. 

The Irish Prime Minister, 
Bertie Ahem, said in Dublin: “I 
am glad it is a high poll. One of 
the things that bothered de- 
mocratic politicians over the 
years was that we couldn’t find 
a structured way to get a de- 
mocratic framework to the peo- 
ple to vote on. We have tried 
that in the last 30 years, the last 
75 years. This is their opportu- 
nity to influence events. It is 
an appointment that the Irish 
people have with history." 



m >w you 
don’t have to 
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paper to own 
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Sinatra has it his way from beyond the grave 


By Andrew Marshall 

r, Washington 

FRANK SINATRA’S wifi en- 
sures that the battle for his in- 
heritance wifi be bitterly fought 
■ for a long time, but the battle 
will be conducted is secret- 
in an effort to head off ar- . 
gumenrs he added a condition 
that anyone who contests the 
document wiB be dJsinheritecL So 
disagreements over the dhison 
of the estate, estimated at S2O0m 
(£122m). between his -widow 
and children are virtually guar- 
anteed to remain below the sur- 
face. But with his records still 


y»Hfng a million a year, lucrative 
back catalogues and rights to the 
name and the familiar, the fights 
are likefy to go on for years. 

. The wiD, disdosed on Thurs- 
day, shows that the bulk of the 
estate went to bis widow -and 
children. His widow, Barbara, 
inherited all his property, in- 
cluding homes in Beverly Hills, 
Malibu and Palm Springs. She 
also got all the silverware, paint- 
ings and books, a Mercedes and 
a Rolls, and 25 per cent of his 
other personal. belongings The 
1991 wifi guarantees that she 
will receive at least $ 3.5m- 
The children. Frauds Junior. 


Tina and Nancy, each received 
cash bequestsef $200000, winch 
seems a small amount for a man 
who was worth millions. Bat 
lawyers cautioned that the bulk 
ofbis estate had already beenput 
into a trust fond. The wodd cov- 
er the majority of the royalties 
and much of ha investments. 
Frank Junior was also left Ins fa- 
ther’s sheet muse. 

There have long been ru- 
mours of clashes between fam- 
ily members, and the derails of 
the will stoked further specu- 
lation ofa row over the drCison 
of the estate. But without koow-' 
mg tow much is in the trus, and 


how it is divided, it is hard to 
know who ends up with exact- 
ly what. 

The cbfldren are known to 
have dashed repeatedly with 
their stepmother, Barbara, 
whom Frank married in 1976. 
Una. the most outspoken of the 
three, has led them in dashes 
over the rights to Sinatra’s mu- 
se, and Tina and Barbara also 
fought over the design of a 
Frank Sinatra tie, according to 
the Wall Street Journal. Tina 
warned it to figure the younger 
Frank; Barbara wanted the old- 
er, greyer man. Tina won, but 
the tie didn’t do very well any- 


way. The children control the 
Reprise Records catalogue, 
which covers Sinatra’s career 
from 1960 to 1988. But Barbara 
benefits from the 1993 deal 
with Capitol Records. 

Sinatra’s first wife, Nancy, 
was left S 250.000 in cash, and 
he also left an extra Sim to a 
trust fund established in 1983 
for his grandchildren. 


Everest slips 
from reach 

Stephen Goodwin comes 
within 100m of the peak of 
Everest, separated by a nar- 
row crest and that awkward 
rocky barrier, the Hillary 
Step. Page 3 

CJD claims 

A total of eight families who 
lost relatives to CJD follow- 
ing treatment with human 
growth hormone yesterday 
won the right to claim com- 
pensation from the Govern- 
ment. Page 7 
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line 



THE ONLY person the Rev Ian 
Paisley bowled over in Be Hast 
yesterday was a member of a 
television crew. Sbe was 
knocked down by a car when the 
media turned up in force to 
watch him cast his vote in the 
referendum. It was, we think, a 
“No". 

Mr Paisley made the usual 
noises about the agreement be- 
ing a betrayal of the Union etc. 
But he was all rather grim - the 
only flash of colonr was his 
Union flag tie with hearts and 
the word “NO", which had 
been designed by his daughter. 
Tb many present, the leader of 
the Democratic Unionist Party 
was sounding like a rattle in an 
increasingly empty can. 

Voters turned out in record 
numbers to exercise their rights 
to take part in Ulster's most im- 
portant poll in 30 years. They 
queued up patiently outside 
polling stations even before 
they bad opened. * 

Gerry Adams, looking 
statesmanlike, cast his vote in 
west Belfast. “Christ, another 
new suit!" said a Sinn Fein of- 
ficial as Mr Adams adjusted the 
knot of his red, patterned tie 
which went with his blue shirt 
and grey suit 

Mr Adams' supporters shout- 
ed his name, then he waved to 
them. It was quite a presidential 
wave. “Fifty percent plus one is 
a majority,” said Mr Adams. 
“That’s ail that’s needed. It 
must be made to work. That’s the 
challenge facing Mr Blair.” 

Apart from an unmarked car 
that cruised by, the RUC had 
kept away from the polling sta- 
tion, unlike Jhe station where 
Mr Paisley went to vote. 

Also present was the High 
Commissioner for Namibia, Ben 
Ulenga who, as a member of the 
South West African People's 
Organisation, bad taken part in 
his country's liberation struggle 
against the forces of apartheid. 
He was here to observe the ref- 
erendum. His view was that 
there would be a sizeable “Yes" 
vote. He had carried out his own 
little vox pap by walking around 
the streets asking people. 

David Trimble voted at Lur- 
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up 41.4% of the raw 
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newspapers in the 
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A policeman, armed with a sub-machine-gun, stands guard outride a polling station in Falls Road, west Belfast 


ga n , County Antrim, and then 
bad to walk down the ShankQl 
Road. He looked more confi- 
dent and relaxed than be had for 
along time, and got awarm wel- 
come. The gloomy prognosis of 
a massive rejection of the peace 
settlement has lifted, and he was 
predicting that a 70 percent ma- 
jority was within reach. His 
deputy. John Taylor, was going 
for 55 per cent-plus. 

One person who did not 
venture down the ShankQl Road 
to be with fellow loyalists was 
Mr Paisley, despite reports for 
two days that he was going to 
do so. “That’s another no,” 
chuckled the Ulster Democra- 


WEATHER 

I Moon today 


tic Party official Del Williams. 
“No, I don’t want to go down 
the Sh an kill, because people 
there will tell me where to go.” 

As a soldier with the Royal 
Regiment of Vfales, Mr 
Williams was shot by the IRA in 


1971. After 20 operations, his leg 
was amputated last year. He 
said: “If I am prepared to sit 
down with Sinn Fein, why can’t 
Mr Paisley? He has never fought 
for his country, although he 
has made sure that a lot of oth- 


er people did by what he said. 
The fact is they talk about not 
wanting to talk to republicans 
when wbai tbey.meaa. js they ' 
don’t want to talk to Catholics.” 

In the nationalist area of 
Andersonstown Road, 23-year- 


Irish heed their ‘appointment with history’ 


AMID fears of an embarrassingly tow turnout 
in the Irish Republic’s referendum ou the Good 
Frida; Agreement, Dublin ministers decided 
to gfre voters a telling off m advance, writes Alan 
Murdoch in Dublin. 

Waving her schoolma’am’s finger, the 
Tanaiste, or deputy premier Mary Harney, had 
said brfote polling began, “right around the worid 


people wfll be mystified” if it was a poor show- 
ing. The Taoiseach Benie Ahem had spokm of 
voters having “an appointment with history" 
However; early reports confirmed a wefl above 
normal turnout Cor a referendum. “Yfes” cam- 
paign managers suggested a 60 per cent-plns 
turnout was possible. The resnlt in the Repub- 
lic will not be avafiable until early this evening. 


Photograph: Brian Harris 

old Davey Corrigan, whose step- 
brother had served a prison 
sentence for arms offences, was 
going off to vote. He said: “I'm 
arepubEcanand I don't want die 
Queen ruling us. But I'm cer- 
tainly noticing to shoot some- 
one tom^e^t podKLljjE?) 
nave differences with Unionists, 
but we can discuss them, we can 
even beg to differ. The men with 
the guns are in the past. People 
are fed up with them." 

At the corner of Tate’s 
Avenue, in south Belfast, there 
is a new slogan on the wall low- 
ing this exasperation. It says sim- 
ply: “Enough of this shit, let’s 
have peace now, vote Yes ” 


after the soldiers failed in 
their . latest attempt to -get 
their sentences cut. - =- * 

Six years ago James Fish- 
er. 29. from Ayr. and Mark 
Wight, 25, from Arbroath, 
were convicted of murdering 
Peter McBride, 18, in Belfast, 
shot after be ran from their 
patroL Those campaigning 
for the soldiers’ release say 
the y acted under pressure. 

Fisher’s MP, George 
Fbulkes, said be was not sur- 
prised the bid foiled but be- 
lieved there was still a chance 
of success soon. Mr Foulkes, 
Labour MP for Carrick, 
Cumnock and Doon Valley, 
will meet Ms Mowlam next 
week to urge a review. 

• Yesterday Mr Justice 
Coghlin, in the High Court ui 
Belfast, rejected the soldiers' 
application for a judicial re- 
view of the Northern Ireland 
Secretary's refusal to refer 
their case to the Life Sen- 
tence Review Board, as they 
had not made out a sufficient 
case of procedural impro- 
priety or irrationality to 
quash the decision. 

The pair - who arc still in 
the Army - will have to wait 
until October for the board's 
next appraisal. The judge 
said Ms Mowlam had failed 
adequately to explain why 
the two soldiers were being 
treated as they were. 

He granted a declaration 
that there had been a failure 
to provide proper and ade- 
quate reasons for the deci- 
sion to distinguish the cases 
of Fisher and Wright from 
that of Private Ian Thain, 
who was convicted of mur 
der and released after sav- 
ing a shorter time in prison. 

The judge said he would 
remit Fisher and .Wright’s 
cafits to the Secretary of 
State “for further considera- 
tion in accordance with the 
declaration”. The Secretary 
of Stale had decided that 
Fisher and Wright ought to 
serve a 'significantly longer 
term of imprisonment" to 
reflect the culpability of their 
crime, Mr Justice Coghlin 
said. 
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Hillary Step, an hour 1 * climb from the summit, where the writer was forced to abandon his attempt to climb Everest 


We were 100m 
from the top of 

anging 


Photograph: Chris Bonington 


a washing line. We 
had to turn back 


NOT MUCH more than an 
horn's breathless climb from 
the summit of Everest, a well- 
judged “Let's get the hell outa 
here” from the Amaicanmoun- 
tain guide Eric Simonson sg- 
. . nailed the end of my attempt to 
reach the top of the world. 

. About 20 of ns were clus- 
tered on Everest’s South Sum- 
mit: At 8*760m,we were little 
more, than 100m below the 
..main summit erf: the. Mother 
Goddess of the Universe, but 



that awkward rocky barrier, 

the Efflaiy Step. And we had no 

rope. 

. Mwnentarily, it was a relief. 
As the mlnmn of climbers was 
y halted f was able to push my 
oxygqpAjnask hard against my 
feceadd suck in the cool “0”s 


■ ■ ii ■ j ■■ m ■ ^ 

"Befexrc thatrd been ta kin g no 
mtoe than five steps at a time, 
Or. may jfre.qnty one if it in- 

volyed sIpHap pnll up on the 
rope;hd@^liaving to rbsL 
=. The 'ip^Lhad become a 
pah Of to^ Mpisture trickled 
from foetiaijgiaevery gasp. It 
; ;badfrtnmin j§ybeard ami that, 
tnlrmij had fr iyqi to my jacket. 


STEPHEN GOODWIN 


E verest Diary 

^JJase Camp 

The talk about Everest be- 
ing stitched up all the way to the 

top, and all that’s needed is a 
..strong pair of lungs, does not 
hold good on the first climbing 
day of each short season. And 
on 19 May a mix-up, to put it 
at its politest, by the heavy- 
weight teams who had offered 
to fix repes on the steepest, or 
most exposed, stretches meant 
the safety line ran out. 

The wind was whipping over 
into Tibet and there were some 
35 other people between us 
and the collection of tents we 
liad left nine hours earlier at the 

South Odl That is quite a crowd 

. _ -j onH hif 


turned more lightly laden to 
complete the climb when the 
fixed ropes were in place. 

The South Summit was the 
literal high point of an ex- 
hausting rollercoaster of a week 

for myself and alleast some of 
pur Himalayan Kingdoms Ex- 
peditions t™m It started when 
the leader Dave Walsh, Rob 
Owen, a stockbroker, and my- 
selfleft Base Camp for what we 
thought would be a single night 
away, to inspect the damage to 
our Camp II in the Western 
Cwm wrought by the lQOmph 
storm of II May. _ 

At first sight the destruction 
seemed so complete that we 
feared the show might be off 
Tfents were flattened, poles bro- 



UBRI VruWUL qy tiHIIUH 

• -£h& pawn become up glor- 
- - iowdy over the arid lands of 


T been able . toappreciate it, 
m'nw l ittfte 'jjBMding column 
Of wrKild^eBveresters. 

The ffiD brought another 
discomfort. -With the mask 
damped to foe bridge of my 
nose, my prescription glacier 
:• gfeHtses hadloperdtsorne dis- 
taucefrranjuyeyes, aBowmgtbe 
glaring: light en -above and 
-around foe lenses. Ctoly now, 
. 'foreeudays later m Base Camp, 
r is foe braised pain behind my 


eyCS ami mhs 

KStiU haempn^mg. I should 
not cbmpiam. Tbe day ended 


m rinmaftnow blind. . 


the time foe retreat was over 
there were fells, injuries and 
nasty cases of aw* blindness, 
bdt fortunately no fatalities. ■ 
Had all, or even most, of 
those climbers - Brits, Amer- 
icans, a Bolivian, Iranians, two 
Swedes, a .Canadian, a Dutch- 
man and many Sherpas, to my 
knowledge -made thesumnut, 

rJSh*ve been a record 

day's attendance for Everest. It 

stands in foe low 40s. The nest 
day, with a Sberpa placing a 

rope at foe Hillary Step early in 

foe morning, 21 people made 
the summit, notably four Iran- 
ians who had been in the frus- 
trated duster on the South 
Summit 

In a show of strength and 
.gufle, the Iranians left oxygen 
‘ bottles high on the mountain 

when they were forced, like us, 
to turn back. After a few hours’ 

sleep at the col they then ris- 


ing; We slept foe night 
surrounded by salvage in a 
dome tent battered to half its 
size. Optimism rose as we re- 
claimed the site over the next 
couple of days. But then we 

heard an extracffdinaiy weather 
forecast that a cyclone was on 
its way from the Bay of Bengal 
and would strike the Everest re- 
gion on the night of 19-20 May, 
dumping two metres of snow. 

Something dOse to hysteria 
broke out among the teams 
gathered at Camp IL If foe fore- 
cast was correct,The best thing 
to do was to go for it. But was 
it correct? There were 12 horns 


upshot of which in onr case was 
that last Sunday four of ns- my- 
self, Rob, the Canadian Byron 
Smith and the New Yorker 
David Callaway -were heating* 
uptheLhotseIk»toCaxnp3, 
a six-hour grind in the baking 
sun up steep snow and ke. 

Camp 3 offers one of the 
besrviewsin the worid, tfrealy 
over foe Western Cwm and foe 
peaks of the Khnmbn.lt is also 
one of themes costly, if you are 
sleeping on oxygpn at S350 a 
bottle a night. And It can be a 


fetal spot if you forget to clip 
into a safety line when stepping 
outside. 

The route continued next 
day, higher up foe face. 

Four hours of continually ex- 
posed clim bing later - looking 
down is a slide of maybe a kflo- 
metre — I arrived at the South 
Col, a pretty desolate spot. It 
would have been good to ad- 
mire foe views of Tibet and 
Nepal, but the priority was to get 
tents up in the biting cold, 
weighting them with rocks, then 
d rinking as much fluid as pos- 
sible before getting some rest 

Dave Whlsh had joined us, 
but coming np from Camp n to 
the col in one go he had 
knocked himself out, and was 
coughing blood. Rob Owen 
also decided he would not be 
tryin g far the summit- He had 
had signs of altitude sickness 
earlier in foe trip ar| d decided 
that health and happiness with 
Ins new wife meant more to him 
than a mountain he had paid 
£254)00 for a chance to dimb. 
V/e also heard that Pemba Tser- 
mg, one of the Sberpas with our 
second party, had been hit by a 
hurtling block of ice on the 
Lhotse Face and had a sus- 
pected broken leg. A tricky 
rescue operation was in 
progress. 

So it was just Byron Smith 
and myself who set out with 
SheipasNimaGynfou and TSer- 
ing Dorjce, both former sum- 
miieers, in a cohmm of cfimbeis 
mrem on utfifeing foe weather 
window. Setting out at 11pm in 


the pitch dark from a campsite 
at almost 8,000m, wearing an 
oxygen mask and down cloth- 
ing as bulky as a Michelin jman, 
is a disorienting experience. I 
found myself stepping gipgeriy 
up an ice bulge which dadiight 
would reveal to be relatively 
easy-angled. Even so, Lheije are 
accidents here. j 

The steepening slope could 
best be judged by foe line of 
head torches below us. Mj^ own 
packed up — a faulty bulb ■- but 
by then there was partial moon- 
light. Usually most of this 600m 
slope is roped. In its absence five 
people have fallen, includi ng an 
elderly American who is toeing 
stretchered down the mountain 
as 1 write. j 

Another casualty further up 
foe south-east ridge was "tom- 
my Heinrich, a tough Argejntm- 
ian with foe Everest Challenge 
expedition led by Tbm Whit- 
taker. Heinrich, a previous 
Everest summiteer, tripped 
while descending and slid more 
than 100m, puncturing his Iright 
arm with his own ice axe and 
Retaining multiple cuts i and 
bruises. Nevertheless, he; was 
able only hours later to help 
Whittaker down from the 
South Col when the Anglo- 
American, who was planning to 
become foe first amputee to 
riff nh Everest (he has only one 
foot), developed signs of pul- 
monary oedema, a potentially 
fatal altitude sickness. 

The falls and physical break- 
downs came as no surprise. As 
we ascended the sleep ridge to 


^He used to 

be a divine clef ic. 

Now he's 
a holy terror." 




-A dashing major. 
A married woman. 
An officers mess." 


e classl. i-tv—i- : -~ 








the South Summit foe queuing 
was more reminiscent of a 
supermarket check-out than a 

supposedly wDd mountainside. 
As each section of rope was 
placed we shuffled up, as many 
as 20 people clipped to a rope 
barely half foe diameter of that 
used by an individual rock 
climber in Europe — not much 
more thfln a washing-line. Re- 
peated warnings against putting 
too much strain on foe rope and 
its “shitty” ice screw anchors 
were shouted by Simonson, and 
largely ignored. 

As we crowded on to the 
South Summit and the learnt 
foe truth about the missing 
rope - perhaps 150m would 
have been needed to secure the 
Hillar y Step and the most ex- 
posed bits of the ridge to the 
summit - teams jostled to take 
photographs and then to turn 
round to begin foe descent, 
passing on foe bad news to be- 
mused climbers who were still 
coining up. 

Looking across at the main 
summit with its increasing snow 
plume, 1 had little doubt I 
could have made it If foe step 
had been roped up. It would 
have taken perhaps another 
hour, and despite the traffic 
jams we had enough time in 
han d for that and for foe return. 

Disappointment was, how- 
ever, tempered by the thought 
that with 57 people on the 
mountain in a gathering wind, 
foe casualty list could have 
been longer and bloodier had 
the rope not run out. 


“Broken hearts. 
Robbery. Murder. 

(And you were looking 
forward to a 
quiet bank holiday?)" 

c AFTERNOON FLAY. "The Gresngr-ge Summer 
Rumci* Gcdccns corning- or -age -Ue sec 
in France befera World AVer li. 
jess falls for the charming Eiio: but be er.es 
up steeling more then her hen re. 

E-nnk holiday Monday afternoon. 2 i a - j.-to. 

“Be merciless this 
Wednesday. 

Laugh at newsreaders’ 
performances in bed " 

"i-:E WAY IT IS. Our new bedtime comedy show 
takes a satirical look not jus: at the weed's 
cv.'s, but also at hew modern news is presentee. 

Soeof newscasters. Richard Richard and vain 
.oilv Swain, are ycu r hosts for half an hour of fun. 
Wednesdav nights. ! i .00 — i ! .30. 


“Tropical jungles. 
Parched deserts. 
Mountains of dirty socks. 

(Welcome to the 
real world of our foreign 
correspondents)." 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT, 
n-reotb slices of Me from the BBC's 250 foreign 
cor’espor cents around the world. 
rCatt Adie introduces tales that m;x :ns 
extraordinary with the everyday. 
Thursday mornings from 28 May. 1 1.02 - ! '.30. 
And Saturday mornings. 11.30. • 

“Lisa TAnson's lipstick 
stays on for 28 minutes!' 

LIPSTICK PLEASURES. Tod of seduction. 
Call to arms. Key to the executive washroom. 
Oh, and you put it on every morning. 

Hear Lisa I'Anson cn lipstick and why there's 
mere to this Httle cosmetic than, meets the eye 
Fricav morning. 2? May. I ’,.02 — 1 1 .30. 


**ln some, 
love inspires poetry. 

In others, ratatouille* 


VEGTALK. Charlie Hicks and 
cures featuring chefs, recipes, s 
F.-idav afternoons from 29 M; 


Gres Wallace 
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Salman Rushdie, 
author: 


‘I had hoped 
they would be 
doing more 
for the arts 
by now 1 



Sir Peter Hall, 
theatre director: 


‘I’ve been told 
not to rock the 
boat. But they’ve 
got it wrong and 
a few of us have 


to sa 



Ken Loach, 
film director: 


‘Chris Smith’s 
philistinism is 
sad .j He should 
be President of 
the Board of 
Trade’ 



Alan McGee, 

music magnate: 


‘If- things don’t 

improve, they 
won’t be getting 
my money next 
time’ 


B et rayed : t h e I u vvi es Lab o u r ’s 


By Jack O’Sullivan 


IT seemed like an idea! setting for a sum- 
mer celebration of Labour's relationship 
with the arts. The cool sophistication of 
the Tkte Gallery, chilled wine and famous 
names on the guest list for the launch of 
Chris Smith's new book. Creative Britain. 
Who, on Wednesday night, could doubt 
the Government's commitment to the arts 
as the busy Culture Secretary spoke of 
wrestling till three in the morning with the 
first such work to be published by a Cab- 
inet minister in 30 years? 

Quite a few, it seemed. An event which 
a year ago would have been littered with 
so-called “'Labour luwies" lacked glitter. 
Sir Peter Hall, veteran director and 
staunch Labour supporter, had been 
blackballed for a stinging attack on Gov- 
ernment policy earlier in the year. “These 
days. I'm persona strictly non grata ” says 
Lhe former director of both the RSC and 
the National Theatre. Likewise, Ken 
Loach, film director and far-left critic, re- 
ceived no invitation. “It spared embar- 
rassment all around," says Loach, with 
whom the Culture Secretary recently de- 
clined to debate on Channel Four. Mean- 
while, many top names not yet struck off 
the list made their excuses. Mefvyn Bragg, 
yet to feel any favours of Government pa- 
tronage, failed to appear, as did Ben El- 
ton who has gone lukewarm on Cool 
Britannia. 

Wayne Hemingway, founder of Red or 
Dead, the multi-million-pound fashion 
empire, was not tempted by his invitation. 
“It was beautifully designed. I thought at 
first il was an invitation to a trendy art 
show. A year ago I would have gone. But 
this year it wasn't my cup of tea. I preferred 
to ^pend the evening with my wife and kids 
really.” 

Among those who did turn up, some 
were willing to wait longer before pass- 
ing judgement “It’s still early days,” said 
the novelist Hanif Kureishi “Chris Smith 
seems to be a serious person. He has writ- 
ten a book. I think we need to give him 
a little time.” Others were less flattering. 
“I had hoped that they would be doing a 
bit more for the arts by now,” said 
Salman Rushdie. “There are an awful lot 
of theatres out there which are in real 
trouble. The Government should be do- 
ing something for them.” explained the 
author as a smiling Chris Smith bound- 
ed over and declared: “I don’t think we’ve 
actually met." 

Fortunately, for Chris Smith, the event 
was not marred by protests. But tempers 
are frayed. 

So what has soured the love affair be- 
tween the arts and the Labour party? The 
presentation to Chris Smith at the Tate 
of an eccentric piece of art by sculptor Bill 
Woodrow may have offered a hint. It fea- 
tured a transparent turtle, fiDed with a hun- 
dred pennies, trying to slay afloat, while 
chained to a dump of books. It was meant 
to symbolise the nominal £1 Chris Smith 
received in royalties. But one wag said it 
marked the difficulty the arts have in stay- 
ing afloat with minimal funds, because of 
the Government's freeze for two years af- 



Chrrs Smith and Mathew Evans of Faber & Faber admire the transparent turtle at the Culture Secretary’s book launch 


Photograph: Jason Bell 


ter the General Election on fresh spend- 
ing commitments. 

“People like me," says Sir Peter Hall 
“have suffered 20 years of progressive star- 
vation under the Conservatives. What we 
need now is some financial support. 
Chris Smith is an amiable and nice man, 
who makes the right noises, but he does 
not have any money. 

“Ibrty Blair said before the election that 
there was going to be a new era for cre- 
ativity. Creative people were going to be 
treated well and looked after. So far, there 
is no evidence of that whatsoever. They 
manage d to find £750® for the Dome, yet 
the Greenwich Theatre closed for want 


of £150,000. We are talking about a cou- 
ple of hundred million pounds which could 
transform our futuires and those of our 
children." 1 

This week's resignation by the entire 
panel of drama advisors to the Arts 
Council also exemplifies Hall's concerns. 
They resigned saying that the business 
management style df Gerry Robinson, the 
new Arts Council chairman. has cut out 
artists. “In the Sixties when I was on the 
Arts Council,” says Hall, “we had people 
on it like Henry Moore. Graham Suther- 
land and CP Snow - genuine artists. But 
you can see now that the artists have made 
their final exit. One, suspects that this Gov- 


ernment, like the last one, is rather 
pleased when artists walk. It is evidence 
of drama and luwiedom. It's an excuse 
for' using Thatcherite vocabulary that 
was meant to denigrate artists.” 

For Wayne Hemingway, the problems 
with the Government run deeper. He says, 
coming from a working-class background, 
that he would never have gone to uni- 
versity in the early Eighties, bad there not 
been strong state funding. “You need 
£15,000 now, but that would have fright- 
ened me off. I was brought up in a pub 
and I'd have gpt a bar job and played sale, 
hoping maybe to be a bar manager one 
day. Td never have taken the risk and start- 


ed Red or Dead, where I employ 100 peo- 
ple now. 

“This chance to go to university for 
people like me has been vital. It has giv- 
en us three years to be subversive and push 
back the boundaries. But a lot of people 
like me, with creative potential, will be 
frightened off by the cost" Meanwhile, 
Ken Loach condemns Chris Smith for his 
attitude to the film industry. “When he 
spoke at the London Film Festival, his 
benchmark for success was entirely fi- 
nancial. So The FuH Monty and Bean were 
the ones he highlighted. But you would 
think that the Culture Secretary would 
have a broader sense of what makes a film 


a success. It is about reflecting a. society 
back on itself through images andstories; , 
rhrfc Smith’s type of philistinism is sad-, 
He should be President, of the Board o£ 
Trade if he wants to talk like this." 

All this increasingiy vocal opposition ! 
has got Labour worried. *Tve foul senior 
Labour peers telling me. not to rock the^ 
boat,” says Sir Peter HaH- .“They say, 
‘you’re not doingyourselfaqy good 1 . But; 
I don’t mind. They have got it wrong and- 
a few of us have to say so." . • 

There are signs, that the camp a ign is. 
beginning to bear fiiiit; at least in the pop 
industry; which the Government is. for . 
more Interested in appealing than other 
out of favour “elitist” arts. Labour grew 
- concerned when Jarvis Cocker of Pulp and 
lan Broudie of the Lightning Seeds end- 
ed their love affair with Labour. Worries 
grew when Alan McGee of Creation 
Records described Tbny Blair as “all sur- 
face”. McGee became one of the chief crit- 
ics of the Government’s welfare to work 
policy on the grounds that it would kill off 
fledgling bands. He declared: “Of course, 
the likes of me and Noel (Gallagher) are 
there tobe used, espeaallybefoie the elec- 
tion. But you hope for a little bit more be- 
yond the surface. If things don’t improve 
they won’t be getting my money next 
time." 

This week it emerged that Alan 
McGee had hammered out a deal which 
will allow some 16-24 year olds, aspiring 
to pop stardom, to go on a college music 
course or work placement in the indus- 
tiy. When I tried to contact him, his 
spokesman said: “Alan’s attitude & that 
he would rather talk to the Government 
than the media." 

This attitude is gaining support among 
those worried that too much haranguing 
from the wings will alienate this Gov- 
ernment just as it did the last. Stephen 
Daldiy, director of the Royal Court _ 
Theatre, says: “It is most important to ' 
point but, when people say Laboarhas be- 
trayed its election, promises, that it’s not . 
true. People misconstrue Labour's support 
for the arts as central to the regeneration 
of the country. There was no financial 
commitment The arts establishment is liv- 
ing in a fairyland if it ever thought that; 
tteGovemr^twasgoingtoturhupwitfr 
a magic wand and make everything betr 
ter.” 

But David Puttnam, ennobled by Tony 
Blair, is the strongest Voice calling for an ?: 
end to the sniping. Currently pitching fo - 
be deputy director-general of the BBC " 
Puttnam is as close the arts community 
gets to having someone in the Prime Min- 
ister's office. He says that the arts estab- 
lishment has failed to understand the 
manifesto properly. “It was quite dear that 
there would be a moratorium on new 
spending for two years. What we should 
be doing now is working out coherent and 
effective ways of spending money, when 
more eventually becomes available. I 
think a lot of my colleagues are making 
a big mistake. People see that we cannot 
even agree among ourselves. It’s a prob- 
lem that bedevilled us for IS years. If I 
was the Government, I would throw up 
my hands and say, “Sod them’." It looks 
like the drama is only beginning. 


Nice suits, but are Blair’s babes doing the business? 


By Anth on y Bevins 

FtolrtKal Editor 


AN attack on the “gender apartheid" and 
“genitalia politics" of Labour's wo men - 
only shortlists yesterday provoked strong 
reaction from the ranks of the party's 101 
women MPs. 

Writing in the latest edition of THbune, 
the Labour weekly, Ann Carlton said: 
“They are at it again - the whinger wing 
of Labour feminism, as confused as ever 
and wanting favours. 

“Once, Labour men were so horridly 


sexist (allegedly) and Labour women so 
pathetic (allegedly) that only by wemeo- 
only shortlists could the poor dears be- 
come MPs. Now with nearly half the 
Labour Party's members women, there are 
different demands. Now it is “constituency 
twinning" for the Scottish Parliament and 
Welsh Assembly, with the often reluctant 
twin constituencies required to choose one 
man and one woman." 

She claimed that voters and the vast 
majority of Labour Party members be- 
lieved that ability, dedication and expe- 
rience should determine a person’s 
suitability to be a candidate - implying that 


was the basis on which male MPs were se- 
lected, and (hat women should be given 
no additional support. Bui Ms Carlton 
added the more damaging charge that the 
additional injection of women MPs at the 
last election - 121 out of 659 Members - 
had not made a blind bit of difference to 
the political scene: 

“Before the last election.” she said, 
“we were told that parliamentary selec- 
tions based on genitalia politics would 
mean a transformation the House of 
Commons. 

“Thanks to women-only shortlists, the 
Labour benches would be awash with 


brightly coloured women's suits, and 
those women MPs would stand up for 
women's issues in a way that male MPs 
had not done. We have seen the suits - 
very nice and quite expensive. The poli- 
tics are no different" 

She said that there had been no great 
rush of women to support lone parents or 
defend the disabled from Government at- 
tack. while several women MPs appeared 
to enjoy a good moan about the lack of 
creche facilities, or the burden and hours 
of parliamentary work. 

But Ana Owyd, the veteran Wtelsh MP. 
yesterday deplored the attack, pointing out 


that before she entered lhe House-in 3 984, 
there had been no Welsh women MPS 
for 34 years, and she was the only one 
right through to last year’s General Elec- 
tion. 

“They say we should get into the 
Commons on merit - like the men. If that 
were true, there would be dozens more 
women MPs.” Ms Owyd said. 

Jane Griffiths, new Labour MP for 
Reading East, was also selected without 
an all-women shortlist. She said: “Why 
should it be assumed that women are go- 
ing to make a particular kind of impact, 
as women? Some individuals will make a 


great impact, others will make less. She 
is just making false assumptions.” 

Caroline Flint, who was selected as 
Labour candidate for Don Valley without 
the benefit of all-women shortlist, said Ms 
Carlton was not living in the real world 
and challenged the notion that the women' 
had made no difference. ^ 

“Where's Ann Carlton been?” she 
asked. “A national childcare strategy, - 
minimum wage legislation, one million a£ - 
ter-schooi places, childcare tax credits, em- 
ployment rights for part-time workers, the} 
impact of women on Labour policy is star- 
ing us in the face.” * 
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Nurses fall 



over 

account of 



By Andrew Buncombe 


GROWING evidence emerged yes- 
terday of the breakdown in the re- 
lationship between Deborah Parry 
and Lucille McLauchlan. 

In Saudi Arabia, the two nurses 

had been dose: they spent 17 months 

in a'ceU together. But by the time they 
arrived back in Bri tain they barely 
had a word for each other. “1 jusl said 
goodbye and she said ‘See you again 
sometime’ — though I doubt I ever 
1 wiU,” Ms Pany told the Express. 

At the heart of this breakdown is 
the way in which Ms McLauchlan, 32, 
was said to have encouraged Ms Par- 
ry, 39, to confess to the savage kitting 
_ of their colleague, Yvonne Gilford. 
,0 Both have sold their stories, to the 
Mirror and the Express respectively. 
Both have different stories to tell. 

Ms McLauchlan insists that she 
only signed a confession because 
she feared she was about to be raped. 
She says she encouraged her friend 
to confess because she had been told 
they would both be released if she did. 
But it 1$ the manner in which she en- 
couraged her to confess that appears 
to have upset Ms Parry’s supporters. 

“Debs told us that what happened 
was that Lucille was offered her free- . 
dom if she named Debbie as the kffler 
so the whole case could be put to rest,” 
Ms Rmy’s brother-in-law, Johnathan 
’«.* ’ Ashbee, said last year. “And the po- 
lice told Debs that if she confessed, 
as ^ and the vklims were both West- 
erners, it would be all over in a cou- 
ple of weeks and she could go free.”' 

Ms Parry's sister, Sandra, also told 
the Daily Mail: “Lucille has a lot to 
answer for. But for ber, I don’t 
think my sister would ever have 
been in prison.” 

In her interviewwrth the Express, 
Ms Parry said she had been held for 
several days, with her captors inter- 
rogating her for up to 12 hours a day, 
repeatedly, telling her that she was 
guilty. She said mat Ms McLauchlan 


then entered her cell with the police. 

“I did not know Ludlle was there 
until she walked in and said, “Debbie 
stabbed Yvonne in the chest, neck and 
back,” she tad written in her cfiaiy. “Af- 
ter this I was slapped across the face, 
my hair was pulled and my feet stood 
on. I was shocked, distraught” 

In her account of what happened, 
Ms McLauchlan admitted she had 
been forced to accuse her friend. “I 
just parroted iL Repealed what I had 
been told to say like a puppet because 
what else could I do,” she said. 

Ms Fairy’s friends have also said 
that had it not been for Ms McLaucb- 
lan, Deborah may not have ever been 
arrested. She had been persuaded to 
go shopping with Ms McLauchlan 
when she was arrested on suspicion 
of stealing Ms Gilford’s bank card. Ms 
Parry was arrested at the same time. 

Despite what they may have been 
told, the full confessions of the two 
umses did not lead to their immediate 
release. Instead, Ms Pany was sen- 
tenced to death while Ms McLaucb- 
lan was sentenced to eight years 
imprisonment and 500 lashes. 

Although both women claimed 
they had been tortured into their con- 
fession by the threat of sexual abnse, 
the Saudi authorities last night dis- 
missed the allegations as “laughable”. 

The Saudi ambassador in London, 
Ghazi Algosaibi, said his country did 
not regret the decision to send the 
two nurses home, but rejected claims 
that they were innocent. “If you go 
around any prison in the world and 
ask inmates whether they committed 
the crime of which they are convict- 
ed, I suspect tbe vast majority of them 
will deity the charges. I think human 
nature works that wiry,” he said. 

“I think anyone with even the 
slightest knowledge of Saudi sotieiy, • 
its deeply religious and conservative 
nature, vriO reaKsetbat any allegations 
of. sexual abuse are laughable. Saudi 
Arabia s convinced that its judicial sjs- 
tem is capable^f delivering justice.’’ 



With evidence growing of a breakdown in their relationship* Deborah Party (left) and Lucille McLauchlan (right) are now feeing an inquiry by the nurses* governing body 

Nursing body to investigate complaint by MP 


THE two nurses are to be investi- 
gated by the governing body for nurs- 
es in Britain. The United Kingdom 
Central Council for Nursing said it 
was investigating a complaint made 
by the Labour MP George Galloway, 
that the nursesshould not be allowed 
to work again, writes Andrew Bun- 
combe. 

The UKCCN has the power to 
strike off its register any nurses 
convicted of serious offences in 
Britain, if a nurse is not on the reg- 


ister, he or she cannot legally work. 

Lucille McLauchlan, 32, has been 
summoned to appear at Dundee 
Sheriff Court next month charged 
with stealing £1,740 from a dying pa- 
tient The council indicated last 
night that if convicted she will almost 
certainly be struck off . 

Mr Galloway, the MP for Glas- 
gow Kelvin, said his complaint 
against the nurses was in the public 
interest "If I didn't believe that this 
was an unsavoury matter before 


the signing of the tabloid deals and 
coverage, I certainly do now. 

“The UKCC, which is responsi- 
ble for nurses, needs to investigate 
the matter forthwith. If it had been 
a British conviction (hey would have 
done so automatically. I want them 
struck off I don’t want to see them 
practice," he said. 

John Knape, a spokesman for the 
UKCCN, said the council was cur- 
rently taking legal advice on how far 
it should pursue its inquiries. 


“There has been an allegation 
made against them but it would be 
very diffi cult to gather the evidence 
that we would require," he said. “I 
cannot see us going to Saudi Arabia 
as part of our investigation.” 

In normal circumstances, the 
UKCC employs barristers and 
solicitors to investigate any convic- 
tion from abroad. 

This would include taking evi- 
dence from witnesses, and inter- 
viewing the nurse concerned, as 


well as colleagues and the employ- 
er. The UKCC with which 625,000 
nurses are registered, receives ap- 
proximately 1,000 complaints a year, 
200 of which come automatically 
from the British courts. 

Of these, about 100 lead to nurs- 
es, midwives or health visitors being 
stuck off Up to 80 per cent of the 
cases which go before its Professional 
Conduct Committee - many are 
thrown out at the initial screening 
stage - are proven. 
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Important notice for 
Northern Rock savers. 

Here’s Direct Line’s 

telephone number. 

Northern Rock recently changed many of its savings accounts to the banks, 
not the customer’s, advantage. Other banks have treated their savers badly too. 

Which in our book is no way to look after your customers. At Direct Line, we respect 
all our customers, and their money. 
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Primary class sizes 


reach record levels 


By Ben Russell 
Education Correspondent 


THE Government promised yester- 
day to hit its targets for cutting class 
sizes a year ahead of schedule, de- 
spite official figures that show pri- 
mary class sizes at record levels, with 
more than 1.4 million children in 
classes of over 30, op from 1 3 mil- 
lion last year. 

The number of infants - five-to- 
seven-y ear-olds - in classes over 30 
increased by 8,000, to 484,000. Hie 
Government pledged at the election 
to cut that to nil by 2002. 

Yesterday Stephen Byers, the 
school standards minister, insisted 
that the Government was on course 
to meet its target as early as 2001. 

. ‘"'We can guarantee to parents that 
this is the final chapter in the saga 
of ever-increasing infant class sizes. 
The book is now closed on infant 
classes being more a question of 
crowd control than a valuable learn- 
ing experience,” he said. “We have 


already made$bbstantial moves to 
make a flying start from September 
with £62m in this first year alone ” 

Tlu; increase, coming on top of 
Thursday’s announcement of in- 
creased NHS waitingj&sts, is a Slow 
to the Government. But ministers 
blamed the rise on the legacy of the 
last government’s local authority 
spending limits. 

Mr Byeis said the. extra money 
would pay for L500 ritew teachers from 
September to take 190,000 children 
out of large classes. Another £40m 
would build 600 classrooms. Phasing 
out the Assisted Places Scheme 
would eventually yield £1 00m a year, 
government sources said. 

Angela Brownin g, the Ibries* 
education spokesperson, said the 
Government was “going backwards” 
and accused ministers of duplicity. 
“Nearly half of all comity councils, 
and a quarter of big-city councils, ex- 
pect class sizes to increase further in 
the next 12 months," she clarmed 

Don Foster, the Liberal Democ- 


rats' education spokesman, said: 
“Unless the Government takes ur- 
gent action ... another of Labour’s 
tjeariy pledges will bite the dust” 

. '• Nigel de Grubby, general secre- 
tary of the National Association of 
Schoolmasters Union of Women 
Tkach era, said the figures meant 
“the bullet of parental choke has to 
be bitten. W ithin realistic financial 
resources, unfettered parent choice 
is irreconcilable with keeping class- 
es to a m aximum of 30." 

On average, classes for five-to- 
seveu-year-olds increased in size to 
27.1, up from 26.9 a year earlier. The 
overall average for primary schools 
increased from 27.5 to 27.7. 

The average size of secondary 
classes, including .sixth forms, re- 
mained at21.7. But class size for 
pupils of 1 1-16 rose from 23.4 to 23.6. 

The figures also provided fresh ev- 
idence of the crisis in teacher re- 
cruitment Teacher vacancies in 
schools rose from 1,814 in January 
1997 to 2359 this year. 



Artist Antony Gormley with sculptures moulded from his body, scattered about the courtyard of the 
iron human figures form his Critical Moss exhibit, which is Intended to give the impression of an urban disaster Photograph: Reutars. 
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IN BRIEF 


Chaplain denies sex assault; 


Ad Army chaplain accused of molesting a soldier’s wife de- 
scribed the allegations as “fabrication and lies” made iipby 
a “woman scorned", a court martial heard yesterday. 

Captain Richard Lands II, 41, said his job was the most im- 
portant thing in his life. “I would never jeopardise my job, 
my vocation in any way, shape or form;” 

He told the hearing of rumours that the woman he was al- 
leged to have indecently assaulted bad been having affairewhile 
her husband was in Bosnia -and that during one of them she 
had become pregnant and had an abortion. • 

T janHwTi denies harasring Mrs Brazier, harassing her hus- 
band Fusilier Sean Brazier and four charges of indecently as- 
saulting another soldier’s wife. 

The Judge Advocate ordered the panel to find him not guiliy 
of a further charge of prejudice unbecoming the conduct of 
an officer. A third charge of harassment was discontinued by 
the prosecution. The hearing was adjourned until 27 May. 

— John Sheehan and Paul Edwards, PA News 


Hunt for street killing gang 


A GANG of about 15 people, all but three of them teenage 
girls, was being hunted by the police last night after a man 
was beaten and stabbed to death on a housing estate.^?),* 
Stephen Mills, 35, was assaulted and then chased by the 
mob on the Monsah estate in north Manchester before being 
repeatedly punched and kicked in, the head by a man. The in- 
cident started; at about 930pm on Wednesday, when a gang 
of people started banging on the rear window and door of Mr ■ 
Mills' house in the Monsafl estate in the north of the<aty_fyfr 
Mills fled to his sister's home but later returned home. While 
walking bade to his house be was attacked. Police said yesterday 
they were baffled about the motive for the murder. Anyone 
with information should contact the police on 0800 555 311. 


Four-year-old dies after fire 


A FOUR- YEAR-OLD boy died and his mother was seriously 
ill in hospital after fire ripped through a bouse in Blackcraigs, 
Kirkcaldy, Fife, early yesterday. 

A neighbour battled to rescue Gordon Colville, 27, from 
the blaze. Firefighters managed to drag Connor Grieve, four, 
and his 24-year-old mother, Angela, from the bouse. All three 
were suffering from smoke inhalation and were taken to hos- 
pital, where Connor died. The cause of the blaze, which start- 
ed on the first floor, was still under investigation. 


Policewoman wins bias case 


A WOMAN police inspector’s career was blighted by a “wrong 
and sexist” derision to deny her a chancefof promotion, an in- 
dustrial tribunal ruled yesterday. Shirley DanieL, 49, was de- 
nied an opportunity to apply for a chief inspector’s job in the 
career development department of the Warwickshire force sim- 
ply because she was a woman, the Birmingham panel decid- 
ed. The tribunal, which heard 24 days of evidence, was adjourned 
to allow the parties to try to reach a compensation settlement 


McVicar’s son gets 15 years 


RUSSELL GRANT-MCV1CAR, son of the former armed rob- 
ber John Me Vicar, was jailed for 15 years yesterday for a series 
of crimes which the judge described as being carried out “with 
some skill and considerable panache”. He was convicted an Tburs- 
day of 16 charges of robbtay, including the theft of a Picasso 
pai n ti ng , an attempted robbery, and firearms offences. . 
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Following a bitter hattle, eight families have won the right to claim compensation for the death of relatives after a medical warning was ignored 



as victims 
of CJD 
error win 
cash fight 


By tan Burrell 

Home Affairs Correspondent . 

EIGHT families who lost rela- 
tives, to CJD following treat- 
ment with human growth 
hormone yesterday won the 
right to claim compensation 
from the Government 

The High Court ruling sig- 
nalled a triumphant end to a 
l< nine-year battle for the families 
who have submitted compen- 
sation claims totalling more 
than £lm. The finding is likely 
to pave the way for many more 
claims. 

Between 1959 and 1985 
nearly 2,000 British children 
whose growth was stunted be- 
cause of a deficiency in the se- 
cretion of growth hormone in 
their pituitary glands were treat- 
ed with hormone from the pi- 
tuitaries of human cadavers. 

Two years ago, the Depart- 
ment of Health was found neg- 
ligent in not heeding the 
warning of Dr Alan Dickinson, 
who in 1977 told the Medical 
Research Council about the 
risk of contracting CJD from the 
hormone treatment The ruling 
cleared the way for families of 
victims treated after 1 July 1977 
to seek compensation. Yester- 
day Mr Justice Mori and ruled 
that families of victims whose 
treatment “straddled” the com- 
pensation cut off date could also 
seek compensation. 

After the ruling, Stephen Ir- 
win QC, representing the fami- 
lies of 13 victims, said that the 
Department of Health would ^no 
doubt” consider admitting lia- 
bility swiftly “so as to relieve the 
minds of the farmbetf’. Five of the 
families he represents have yet 
to have their cases determined. 

Among the successful fam- 
ilies yesterday was that of Saul 
Hefferon-Walden, who died of 
CJD at the age of 20 in 1988. 

SauL, who was treated with 
growth hormone between the 
ages of seven and 17, first be- 
came sick while studying for his 
A-Ievels. His father, Don Hef- 


feron, of Paddington, west Lon- 
don, said the family put his con- 
dition down to “the average 
young man’s lifestyle of late 
nights, discos and (Making cider 
in the union bar”. 

Mr Hefferon said his son had 
been offered a place at the An- 
glia Polytechnic but found his 
concentration and writing be- 
coming difficult. 

“1 feel more distressed than 
angry or bitter. 1 had always pre- 
sumed the NHS was there to re- 
ally care for people ... in extreme 
distress, whatever their particu- 
lar illness,” he said. “I am very 
happy there has been this ded- 
skm, but lam sad that Dot all peo- 
ple have been included in it." 

Terence Newman, another 
CJD victim, died in December 
1990 at the age of 21 following 
treatment with human growth 
hormone between the ages of six 
and 18. His mother Maureen 
Newman, 48, from Coulsdon, 
Surrey, said: “I am very pleased 
with the judgment, I just wish it 
had all finished a couple of years 
ago for us. Now we know we 
have won we can let Tfrny rest." 

She stressed that, without le- 
gal aid, she could never have 
fought the case. 

David Body, of Irwin Mitch- 
ell solicitors, representing the 
plaintiffs, said: ‘After the De- 
partment of Health was found 
negligent in 1996, our suggestion 
that aQ remaining cases be com- 
pensated was fought at every 
step These families were 
fighting a government that re- 
fused a puMc inquiry and so had 
to seek their justice at court.” 

Leigh-Atm Mulchaby, coun- 
sel for the Department of 
Health, said: “My clients wish 
to have an opportunity to con- 
sider the judgment and consid- 
er whether or not they wish to 
appeal it in any way." 

In a later judgment, expect- 
ed in July, Mr Justice Mori and 
will rule in test cases brought by 
six people who received the 
growth treatment and who live 
in fear of contracting CJD. 


Mystery over 
metal strips 
found in body 


TEENAGE holidaymaker 
to died in Corfu had what 
;re probably metal strips in- 
ie her body at least two years 
p, it was disclosed yesterday. 
Nineteen-year-old Karen 
array collapsed on the Greek 
and last week complaining of 
Roach pains. Doctors there 
timed equipment and swabs 
Jmajprevious operation were 
und in her body. 

Alder Hey Hospital in Uv- 
pobl, w here Ms Murray bad 
ajor bowel surgery eight years 
p, said yesterday that her 
cdfoalieoKdsdKJwed that all 
e swabs used in the operation 
mi removed, counted and 

eefesi 


EE$t the. mystery over the 
thof Ms Murray, from Birk- 
Merseyside, deepened 
i£. tire hospital disclosed 
fX-rays taken at another 
pztal six years later bad 
sro the presence of the 

The X-rays taken in 1996 — 
v what appear to be five - 

aWy metal -strips which do 
correlate to any' surgical 
parent or item used in the 
l surgery,” said solicitors for 
sr-Hey in astatement- 
Joctors in Corfu said that a 
-mortem examination had 
id surgical gauze and a 
berof plasticmedkal dips 
ar abdomen. .The medical 
ince was not returned with 
tody jo Britain earlier this 
e, the Boreign Office con- 


other items remained in Corfu 
despite requests that they 
should be sent to Britain. 

A second post-mortem ex- 
amination carried out ty Dr Ed- 
mund Tapp, a Home Office 
pathologist failed to establish 
the cause of death. 

A Foreign Office spokesman 
said “We are assisting with the 
examining officer's request for 
the necessary material to be sent 
to the UK.” 

Alder Hey Hospital which 
operated on Ms Murray when 
she was liyeaisold, said it had 
reviewed her medical records af- 
ter concerns from lawyers act- 
ing for her family. 

“Those records establish 
that on 6 December 1990, 
Karen underwent major bowel 
surgery. During that procedure 
a number of swabs were used. 

“The medical records show 
that all the swabs were re- 
moved and counted and 
checked before the surgery was 
finished. The operation was a 
complete success," said the 
hospital's solicitors. 

They said that the X-rays 
taken later at Southport and 
form by District and General 
Hospital had shown no evi- 
dence of any swab in Ms Mur- 
ray's abdomen- AH surgical 
swabs had threads that were de- 
signed to sbcwup'oaXHsy film, 

the hospital said. 

The Southport coroner yes- 
terday opened and adjourned 
an inquest into Ms Murray's 
death. 



Maureen Newman, 48, whose son Terence died of CJD at the age of 21 in 1990; he had had 12 years of tr e atm ent with the human growth hormone 


Photograph: David Rose 
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Cash crisis may force Britain’s oldest children’s theatre to close 


A 


By David Lister 

Arts News Editor 


THE OLDEST and best-known 
children's theatre in Britain is on the 
brink of collapse. 

The 50-year-old Unicorn 
Theatre for Children is in financial 
crisis and will dose unless it can raise 
£200,000 from a public appeal. 

Ironically, news of the crisis 
breaks two days after the launch of 
a book. Creative Britain , by Secre- 
tary of State for Culture, Chris 
Smith, in which he states that edu- 
cation and access are two of the cor- 
nerstones of Britain's arts policy. 

The Unicorn is famous for both 
its educational work and for 
encouraging thousands of chil dren 
to go to the theatre for the first time. 

It is one of only two children's 
theatres in Britain. The other is the 
Polka Theatre, in south London. 

Critically acclaimed, and at- 
tracting 50,000 children over the last 
year, the plight of the Unicom has 
nothing to do with its record as a 
children's theatre. 

Based in the Arts Theatre Bufid- 
ing in the West End of London, it 
is dependent an rental from other 
productions in the evening to 
supplement its own income. While 
the Unicorn's daytime shows have 
done well, the evening productions, 
which it also programmes, have 
fared badly over the last year, 
losing an extra £50,000. 

The Unicom has long wanted to 
have a purpose-built theatre of its 
own and is preparing a Lottery 


application. But at present it has a 
deficit of £340,000. The theatre- 
receives a grant of £320^00 from the 
London Arts Board. 

Performers who featured at the 
Unicom early in their careers 
indude Sylvester McCoy, Maureen 
Lipman, Amanda Barrie and Jenny 
Seagrove. Unicom writers have 
included Shirley Hughes and 
Adrian MitchelL 

Tbny Graham, the artistic di- 
rector, said yesterday the theatre 
would have to dose if the £200,000 
was not raised. 

He added that he had plans for 
it to become a unique cultural 
centre for childre*!, showcasing 
international work, doh^ research - 
into . children's theatre and 7 


con 1 


telling festival of this year, as well 
as maintaining its reputation for 
children’s shows. - . ; 

He said: “The closure of the 
Unicom would be a disastrous loss 
for London’s children. It would 
seem to be deeply ironic when we 
are repeatedly told tiiat our national 
cultural priorities hinge on children,, 
education and access. 

“Over two and a half milli on 
children have visited the Unicom 
since we began; many well-known 
actors made their first appearance 
here; the Unicom occupies a very 
special place in people’s hearts. 
Everyone just finds it inconceivable 
that we should go down.'’ 

Those wishing to contribute to 
the Save The Unicom fund should 
telephone 0171-836 33341 



The Lost Child by Mike Kenny, being performed at the Unicom Theatre for Children, in the West End of London, which may have to dose because of a cash 
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British 


university 


training 

Vi 

Indonesia’s 


SAS force 


By Andrew Buncombe 


MEMBERS of the Indonesian 
army's ruthless special forces, 
which helped to defend Presi- 
dent Suharto's dictatorship for 
more than three decades, are 
studying security and defence at 
a British university. 

Seven members of the 
Kopassus special forces, along 
with three members of the reg- 
ular Indonesian army, are com- 
ing to the end of a one-year MA 
course at Hull University. 

The course in Security Stud- 
ies examines “the theory and 
practice of strategy and securi- 
ty from the perspective of the 
defence professional”. There 
are just three other students on 
the course. 

During the 32 years of Mr 
Suharto's iron rule, Kopassus 
and the rest of the military have 
been linked to a number of 
atrocities in Indonesia. There is 
□o evidence that the students at 
Hull have been involved in any 
atrocities. 


In particular, the special 
forces have been responsible for 
killing and repression in East 
Timor, the former Portuguese 
colony invaded by Indonesia in 
December 1975. In 1991, 271 
unarmed protesters were killed 
by the military at East Timor's 
Santa Cruz cemetery. 

During the past few months 
of civil unrest in Indonesia - 
which led to Mr Suharto's res- 
ignation earlier this week - 
members of Kopassus were on 
stand-by in support of the riot 
control- police. 

“Indonesia has had one of 
the longest-surviving dictator- 
ships in the world and its spe- 
cial forces like Kopassus have 
played a crucial role in pro- 
tecting the status quo," said a 
spokesman for Thpol, the 
Indonesian Human Rights 
Campaign. 

“A glance at the bloody his- 
tory and role of Kopassus will 
show why Hull University 
should reject these men." 

There is growing controver- 
sy at Hull University about the 
presence of the Kopassus men. 
Last week the local branch of 
the Association of University 
Teachers' (AUT) union passe d 
a resolution demanding that the 
university should not “support 
the activities of the security 
forces” of Indonesia. 

A student campaign group 
also claims the presents of 


anyone linked to Kopassus 
could stop other Indonesian stu- 
dents from talking freely about 
what has been happening in 
their country. 

"There is a great deal of 
strong feeling here. A number 
of Indonesian students have 
fplt intimidated," said Zoe 
Young, one of the campaign 
organisers. 

But the authorities at Hull 
University have been keen to 
play down any controversy. 

Professor Colin Grant, di- 
rector of the Centre for Secu- 
rity Studies and a former 
government adviser in the Unit- 
ed States, said that the Kopas- 
sus men were all good students. 

“The politics of their gov- 
ernment are not an issue to me. 
I am not an expert on Indone- 
sia, l know what I read in the 
papers,” he said. 

“I don't think what is hap- 
pening in their country is any of 
my business and I don’t think 
it is any of yours.” 

The university appears to 
have made strenuous efforts to 
avoid bad publicity over the 
presence of the students, who 
pay up to £6,000 each for the 
course. 


Hull University's head of 
publicity, Jim Dumsday, is fac- 
ing disciplinary proceedings 
after he included in the uni- 
versity newsletter a debate on 
the issue which took place at a 
staff meeting. 

He now faces the awkward 
situation of trying to answer 
questions about the controver- 
sy as well as his own rolein it 
The university’s Registrar, 
David Lock, who informed him 
that proceedings were pending, 
has refused to comment 
The human rights group 
Amnesty International esti- 
mates that since 1975 about 
200,000 East Timorese — ap- 
proximately one-third of the 
population - have died at 
Lhe hands of the Indonesian 
regime. . . 

Funding for the course is 
available from the Economic 
and Social Research Council. , 
A spokeswoman for. the 
council said yesterday that two 
of the 13 students at present tak- 
ing the course at Hull were in 
receipt of grants. She said that 
grants were available for foreign 
students, but refused tq say 
whether any of the. Indone- 
sians had received money. 
Student clashes, page. 15 
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British lead the way in hi-fi revolution 


By Charles Arthur 
Science and Technology Editor 


YOU can bang them on your 
wall, paint them, wallpaper 
over them, make them as s mall 
as a credit card or as big as a 
ceiling tUe, mount them un- 
derwater or in carS: What else 
but flat loudspeakers - un- 
veiled yesterday by a British 
company which aims to revo- 
lutionise home hi-fi from this 
summer. The technology used 


to make the revolutionary 
speakers, which are less than 
two centimetres thick, emerged 
in 1993 from a British military 
project to soundproof heli- 
copter gearboxes. 

What the team discovered 
was that flat speakers which 
would give authentic audio re- 
production were feasible. You 
simply had to solve a fourth-or- 
der differential equation in- 
cluding eight or so variables, 
including the size and materi- 


al properties of the speaker. 

“The principle is like a piano 
soundboard,” explained Stan 
Curtis, chairman of the loud- 
speaker company Wharfedale 
yesterday. “A lone piano string 
doesn’t make much noise. But 
the soundboard resonates, so 
you can hear one piano 
throughout the Albert HalL 
Conventional loudspeakers are 
like violins - you need more of 
them to make more noise.” 

The flat Wharfedale NXT 


speakers will cost about £200 
from retailers like Dixons and 
Curry’s. They will not suit the 
top-end audiophile - for whom 
the joys of positioning speakers 
and producing a room where an 
imaginary orchestra’s members 
can be pinpointed are essential. 
But The Independents (fairly un- 
scientific) listening test sug- 
gested that the new speakers 
could quickly replace the wood- 
en boxes that have cluttered liv- 
ing room floors and bookcases 


ever since hi-fi meant having 
more than a Dansette and a 
stack of records skewered above 
iu “’Hue, it won’t satisfy every 
hi-fi buff,” said Mr Curtis. “But 
this is only the first generation. 
These are aimed at the average 
enthusiast. It doesn’t give you 
that pin-point sound, but it of- 
fers a great “surround” sound, 
which is especially good for 
home cinema.” 

Other obvious applications 
include announcement systems 


and loudspeakers for comput- 
ers -both of which Wharfedale 
is already demonstrating. 

The first prototypes, pro- 
duced with the Defence Re- 
search Agency (DERA) in 
Fhmborough, used materials 
such as carbon fibre and air- 
craft-quality aluminium which 
meant they cost about £800 
each. But on discovering the 
soundboard principle, the team 
cut the costs so that parts far the 
new speakers cost just £5 eacb. 


Wharfedale has licensed the 
technology from NXT the com- 
pany set up to develop foe 
DERA discovery. Essentially, 

each speaker consists of a trans- 
ducer which excites resonance 
In foe afr cells of a honeycomb 

matrix between foe panels. 

Mr Curtis said: “People are 
always criticising, us in Britain 
for having great ideasbut not 
getting them into production. 
Well, here’s one which we 
have.” 


Women’s 
£50,000 
victory in 
RSI case 

By Barrie Clement 
Labour Editor 


Fibre 
optics 
help in 
cancer 


By Jeremy Laurance 
Health Edhor 


A PROBE that can measure 
foe exact amount of oxygen in 
a tumour helping to target 
treatment where it is needed is 
to be tested to see if it can im- 
prove foe outcome in a range 
of cancers. 

. The fib reop tic probe, simi- 
lar to a single strand of a fibre 
optic light, lights up when in- 
serted into tissue containing 
oxygen. Oxygen levels are crit- 
ical because they affect foe way 
that cancer responds to 
chemotherapy and radiothera- 
py-foe lower foe level of oxy- 
gen foe harder the tumour is to 
destroy. 

Early research on the device, 
developed at foe Cancer Re- 
search Campaign's Gray Lab- 
oratories in Norfowood, 
Middlesex, shows that it is bet- 
ter than exis tin g methods of as- 
sessing oxygen levels. 

Dr Borivoj Vojnovic, the 
probe’s inventor, said: “By 1 
knowing a tumour’s oxygen lev- 
els. doctors can tailor 
chemotherapyand radiothera- 
py to individuals making their 



TENS of thousands of com- 
puter users throughout indus- 
try sufficing from a particularly 
painful form of Repetitive 
Strain Injury stand to gain from 

a landmark judgment yesterday. 

For foe first time, foe exis- 
tence of “diffuse" RSI was 
recognised after a full legal 
Iren png, contradicting a High 
Court r ulin g in 1993 which ef- 
fectively deckred that it was “all 

in foe mind”. 

At foe Mayor's and City of 
London Court, five former Mid- 
land bank workers, wbo suffered 
“considerable pain” in their 
arms, necks and shoulders, were 
awarded £50,000 in compensa- 
tion- Judge Byrt said in his 
judgment that the bank had 

been in breach of its duty of care 
to its employees. While yester- 
day's ruling was at county court 
level and does not constitute a 
precedent, other hearings will 
find h difficult to ignore. 

During foe six-week case, 
which ended earlier this year, the 

five women said they had suffered 
a series of upper-limb disorders 
after they were ordered to in- 
crease tbeir work rate. Judge Byrt 
said foe employees, who were 
based at the Midland’s process- 
ing centre at Frimley, Surrey, had 
been suffering from a combina- 
tion of pressure of work and in- 
sufficient breaks from keyboards. 

The judge awarded them £7,000 


Dr Vto^ovic, inventor of the probe he believes win aid cancer treaflnenl^ demonstrating a fibreoptic lamp yetfevtfayt on tfie eve of National Cancer Day 


Photograph: Kalpesh Lzahtgra 


special compensation for loss of 
«*nTn»ng«L The Banking, Insur- 
ance anrl F inanc e Union, which 
backed foe women’s case, said 
the bank faced costs of £50CLD0O. 

A spokesman for foe bank 
said that management was dis- 
appointed with foe decision 
and was considering an appeal. 


treatment more effective. I am 
also convinced that there are 
countless other applications for 
foe device, many of which we 
haven't yet thought of.” 

Scientists believe that foe de- 
vice, called foe Qxyiite system, 
has potential applications in 


plastic surgery, the care of head 
injuries, shock monitoring and 
cardiology. 

Professor Gordon Me Vk, di- 
rector of 'the Cancer Research 
Campaign, said: “If foe patient 
trials for foe device are suc- 
cessful, 2 would hope that one 


day a type of oxygen sensor will 
be routinely used in cancer 
treatment By being able to 
customise treatment to indi- 
vidual patients it would mean 
more effective treatment for 
cancer patients and in some cas- 
es less side-effects.” 
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AMAZING 

BANK H0UDAY 
DEALS 




MCVAX 


BULLDOG TOWER 
WORKSTATION 

SKU 300806 

• Beech finish 

• Sliding keyboard and mouse shelves 

• Low shelf to house tower CPU 


TYPIST 

CHAIR 

SKU 300798 

• Blue 

• Seat height adjustment 
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LAUNCHED IN STORE 
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COPY NOW 
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With 29.5%" average annual growth, our Premier Equity Growth Fund 
comfortably outperforms the UK sector average. 



u i AH thanks to a unique stock evaluation 
process we'll happily share with you. In private. 


jHE SAVE & PR&SPER PREMIER EQUITY GROWTH FUND 
In pftblic, we'll just say this. It's a top performer in a top performing sector. If s 
full of blue chip British stocks. Iffs laden with Micropal stars (the maximum five). 
Jfsjfulty PEPable. Ajid we’ll give you a 2% discount off the initial charge ff you 
ih^>yer|E«B 0 b. Interested? Call us. now. Or speak to your financial adviser. 


K- : ,.•* 


LIMBS OPEN San TO 9pm, 7 DAYS. A WEEK. 

0800 40 30 70 

& S/WE S-PROSPER 

www.proiper.co.uk 


gtu atinra r«i} rhann^ jivesinient obtedivB on 12.07il6.SoiKraMtappal.TTwvahieof Investments, and ay income from ttenv cat tafl as wefl as rise and you iks^ 
rat get back the amount irarested. Past perfarniance is not neeessarty a guide to the future. Ik concessions are raft guaranteed; thftr value wifi depeml en rndkAduai 
drcumlara From 6th ^ 1999 ftwffl not be possible to inwst In a Pffihtte meantime, ywuffl raft be 

by the PeraonaJ investment Auttiority and IMRO. We only advise on products and services offered by the Flemings and Save & Prosser Uartetmg Grom 2004/008 
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Basm 1000 spin 
Washing Machine 

Model 17086. 

In-Store Price £299.99- ' 


Bill Y . ~ ‘i- 
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COOKERS 


SAVE <120 


CANNON 

54cm Slot-in Gas Cooker 

■ Double oven. 

■ Programmable main oven. 

EESH^“ VOUCHER PRICE 

•™ {629. - 


maopnoN* LVkVn 


BEKO 50cm S fafrlnHedifc Cooker 

■ Separate oxen ■ — jj.B uinrmim 

andgrIIL • V|fV 4AA 

■ 2 fast red spots. Kill flSSM 
Model DC21D. IrAM IHggg 
In-store Price £24939. 
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INDESIT iiw spin 

Washing Madtina ^Hunnn 

15 programmes. VTl 

Model WG1130T InHIfJAiqq 

I i i nlW* ■ 

6 MONTHS MTBCST FKE 0071011* . 


CANDY nan 1200 spin 

Wasting Machine ^HnnsiK 

IS programmes. VW niA 

Model 0261. ftlllr/aHc 

‘ 

6 MOMTHS MTEREST FREE OPTKW* 


HOTPOINT W QI 5 pta Vtoflfcia UkMpc | 

a rfetf bad. a Eccnomp |B|H«hSS 
•rati option. Model EjVW * 

WMKP- Wb £32999. raSfllf/IOflfl 
iHNraMnSBH. BTI I "V | »J 3 I 
6 MONTHS IMItHfcST FH£E OPTION* 


ZANUSS1 1000 Spin 

■ Half load. 

■ Economy option. 

Model FL1002. - . 

In-nore Prioe £359391 

• Mounts wraiESt mamoN* 


BOSCH 1000 S plo washing Machine 

■ 11 prog-smma. 

■ Economy vodt opiSon-^PAI^B A1A 

Model WFB2DM. IMIlcSflHl 
more Price £369599. 

12 MONTHS IHTBRE5T HBE OmOVf* 


HOOVER 1 MO-Spln 'SoftWne' 

Washer Dryer BBBh hu hb 
M odel A87SIVWS V>5- BSBR AAA * 
VteH3ft«W»Ora.50j^|||l f QQ 

tn-tture Price £34939ilJU!4±SS!!E’"! 

10 MONTHS INTEREST HRS: OPTION* 
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SAVE £80 


MATSU I ram 

1.0 cu.ft. Microwave 

■ 950 watts mtaowave power 

output SALE 

■ Touch VOUCHER PRICE 


Model 196. 
Instore 
Price £179.99 
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Larder Fridge 
Adjustable dvrivet. 

Model BUI. In-store Price £24939. 


Ftill Size Dishwasher 

Model DW907. ■ 

Was £309.99. 

In-store Price VOUCHER PMCE* 
£26939. A|A 
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■ 12 place settings. 

■4 programmes. 

Model 04 100. 
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■ 2speedL 

■ Available In White 

or Green 

Model 9* BREEZY. 
Was £2999. 


SAVE £250 
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SAVE £150 
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pr 


SAVE £150 1 


HURRY! 
WHILE 
STOCKS 
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COMPAQ 

AMD-K6 200MHz MMX™ 
Enhanced Multimedia PC 
with 56k Modem 

■ 32Mb RAM/2. 1Gb hard drive. 

■ 20-speed CD-ROM drive. 
Model 2240. 

Was £949. 

9 MONTHS lNTBVEST 
FREE OPTION* 
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PANASONIC 

28” Dolby Pro-Logic 
Surround Sound TV 

■ 66cm visible screen size. 

■ Fastext for easy access 
to Teletext services. 

Model 28XDP9. 

Wes £749.99. 


VIDEOS 

SAVE JO 




FREE OPTION* 


PANASONIC 


■70 


SAVE 

150 


SALE PRICE I ■ 


599 


4-Head N1CAM Stereo 
Video with VMeoPlus and PDC 

■ index search system. ■ On-sown display. 

■ Full auus set-up for easy installation. 
Model NVH0620B. 

WtaiMftW. CURRYS PRICE 


CD Hi-Fi 
SYSTEMS 




...^•verr-- V 

•:+t*r 


>*> 


£ 


SAVE 

150 


j°5Vi 




- r* ^ 

• • / .* s T 

- •• ■ ff-i 

• 


LOWEST EVER PRICE 




HITACHI 28* recAM stmo tv 
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EXCLUSIVE 


80 CD STORAGE 


WTTH ALL HI-FI 
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SAVE 
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CAMCORDERS 

SAVE £110 
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3 : £ 
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CANON 

K-8 GBmoorder with 22x Zoom 

■ Ffadzone controller. 

■ HI-FI stereo sound. 

Model UCX10HL SAIE WUa« PfflCE 
m-store Price £54939. 4AA 
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WORLD CUP 98 

OUT NOW 



WORLD CUP 98 

For PlayStation 1/1 
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best football game net tw vL«f9 
•When you buy Worid Cup 96 MULE STOCKS LAST 
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Thatcher hired 
by controversial 
investment fund 


Paterson 


BARONESS Thatcher has 
been hired as an adviser to one 
of the world’s largest invest- 
ment firms, a hedge fund famed 
for its aggressive and con- 
frontational business approach. 

Ironically, it was hedge 
funds, companies which spec- 
ulate in currency and share 
movements, which forced ster- 
ling out of the Exchange Rate 
Mechanism (ERM) in 1992. 

Tiger Management yester- 
day said it was “an honour’’ to 
have the former prime minis- 



Lady Thatcher: Posable 
six-figure deal 


ter on its staff. Lady Thatcher 
is to sit on Tiger Manage- 
ment's advisoiy board, which 
counts Bob Dole, the former 
US senator, among its 10 mem- 
bers.- 

^ Spokesman for Lady 
Thatcher declined to say how 
much she would be paid for her 
services. However, sources said 
it was not uncommon for high- 
profile figures to receive six fig- 
ure sums in ‘ these 
circumstances. . 

Julian Robertson, founder 
and director of New Yoik- 
based Tiger ManagemeoLond- 
rumoured to be one of the best- 


paid men on WbH Street, said: 
“The advisory board plays a vi- 
tal part at Tiger and we are ho- 
noured to have Lady Thatcher 
as a member”. 

A spokesperson for the 
company said Lady Thatcher 
would be advising on “financial, 
political and economic issues". 
He said the former Tory leader 
was “one of the most respect- 
ed individuals on the globe”. 

A spokesperson for Lady 
Thatcher said: “She has known 
the company for some years 
and, more recently, was asked 
whether she would join the 
advisory - board”. The 
spokesperson added that the 
board generally met between 
four and six times a year, and 
Lady Thatcher expected to at- 
tend her first meeting in July. 

Tiger Management, with 
around $18bn (£10.8bn) of to- 
tal assets, is the world's second 
largest hedge fund. The largest 
hedge fund in the world is 
Soros Fund Management, 
headed by the controversial 
George Soros. 

George Soros achieved no- 
toriety back in 1992 when it 
emerged that he bad earned 
more than $lbn from betting 
that the pound would fall out 
of the ERM. More recently, Mr 
Soros hit the headlines again 
when it was rumoured that he 
had bet S8bn that the pound 
would fall against the 
Deutschmark. 

A spokesperson for Tiger 
Management declined to dis- 
cuss whether his company was 
actively involved in forcing the 
pound from the ERM. The 
spokesperson added that Tiger 
primarily invested in company 
shares, although it did occa- 
sionally invest in commodities 
and currencies. 

This is not the first contro- 
versial career move Baroness 
Thatcher has made since re- 
signing as Prime Minister. 
Philip Morris, the US tobacco 
giant whose cigarette brands in- 
clude Mari boro, has hired the 


Fly-on-wall 
didn’t show 
full picture 


By janine Gibson 

Media Correspondent 


THE BBC is again facing 
potentially embarrassing reve- 
lations about one of its “fly-on- 
the-walT docum entary-soap 
hots. .. .. 

Clampers ,' whreb has gar- 
nered around 7.5 million view- 
ers with its tales of the 
day-to-day fife of a bellicose car 
clamper in south London, was 
revealed yesterday to have, at 
best, stretched reality. 

A Southwark Council 
spokesman admitted that the 
show’s, star, Ray Brown, is an 

office-bound duty manager who 

is very seldom seen out damping. 

MrBrown was shadowed for 
eight mo nths by the BBC crew 
on ti&t&reefc of south London. 

Thei^pesacragivea.inthepro- 

g ranpae was that Mr Brown’s 
stunts, 4uch as singing the. 
QueeSfrit “Another One Bites 
the Dust* while damping a 
• car, are everyday incidents. 

Bnt yesterday it emerged 
that iifter interviewing staff at 
the Airport Parking Corporation 
of A&wrica, which is sub-con- 
tractedby SouthwaritOmncfl to 
mangy car clamping, the BBC 
reseafichers felt Mr Brown was 
the, m$st television-friendly, 
despS^ his being supervisor 
rathertfaan a dampen ■ 

Mr Brown himself under- 
mined the programme-makers 

; when he told a pressagency: “I 
haven’t worked bn the streets 
for the last two years,” though 
yesterday he claimed in a BBC 
statement that those comments 

had been misinteipreted. 

He is currently bn leave 
from Southwark Council, avoid-, 
mg the media glare, but a col- 
league said yesterday: “Ray is 
a hit of a mercurial character— 
His job has always involved 
some - going' out and damping 
vehicles but be is largely office- 


based. Though that doesn’t 
make for very interesting tele- 
vision, I suppose.” 

The BBC issued a statement, 
saying: “The series was made 
with the full co-operation and 
support of Southwark Council, 
which has expressed its satis- 
faction with Jhe portrayal of its 
work in the series as accurate and 
fair... Throughout the six-fart 
series [Mr Brown] is seen per- 
forming a variety of duties both 
on the street and office-based.” 

Broadcasters and producers 
have been accused recently of 
blurring the line between fact 
and fiction in the fly-on-the-wall 
genre. The new breed of light 

entertainment-style documen- 
tary soap, while gathering huge 
numbers of viewers, has been 
all-but disowned by more seri- 
ous documentary-makers. 

The BBC was forced to 
admit that its breakthrough hit 
Driving School contained re- 
constructed footage, while 
Channel 4 apologised to view- 
. ere when it suffered the same 
problem with Rogue Moles. Last 
week the BBC confirmed it was 
examining the guidelines it is- 
sued to producers to see if 
there were lessons tobe learned. 

Clampers was not produced 
by the same team as Driving 
School, which came from BBC 
Bristol- Clampers' producer, Km 
Duke, was adamant that her se- 
nes was Cain “Ws don’t want to 
misrepresent anything.. . TOrdo 
extensive research before we 
start doing anything.” . 

Through the bufldrupto the 
transmission of Clampers, Mr 
Brown himself has become 
something of a media celebrity, 
joining Brow® ScftoaTshfiroine 

Maureen Rees, who has also 
had rather more than her al- 
lotted 15 minutes of feme. Mr 

Brawn iscunentlyfilnHEga new 

BBC game stow called^ Date 
with Fate- 


former prime minster as a con- 
sultant, for an annual salary ru- 
moured to lie between £250,000 
and £750,000. Lady Thatcher 
has also made regular appear- 
ances on the lucrative interna- 
tional lecture circuit. 

Tiger Management was 
founded in 1980, and at the 
time had total assets of just 
$8m. Its phenomena] growth 
rale has made Mr Robertson, 
its founder, one of the US’s 
wealthiest men. Back in 1996, 
Mr Robertson’s annual salary 
was $300m (£180m), according 
to Financial World magazine, 
making him Wall Street’s sec- 
ond best-paid man. His rival Mr 
Soros was the highest-paid in- 
dividual on Wall Street. 



Visitors browsing among the bookshops in Hay-on-Wye, Powys, yesterday, at the start of the town* annual literary festival Photograph: Rob Stratton 
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■could youB 

TURN AWAY A| 
HUNGRY CHILD? 


Children in southern Sudan are starving. Many parents have 
walked for days to bring their sick and malnourished children ■ 

to a feeding centre in the hope of finding food. But there aren’t 
enough of the special supplies for children, so only those closest to 
death can be fed - the others must be turned away. 

UNICEF is the lead agency of foe relief operation coordinating 
foe efforts of foe aid organisations involved. We are flying in 
supplies daily. But we are chronically short of funds to pay for 

• UNIMIX high energy baby food and BP-5 biscuits 
for foe youngest and most vulnerable children. 

• Re hydration salts to stop children dying of diarrhoea 
and loss of fond. 

0 Measles vaccines to prevent a lethal epidemic. 

• Seeds and tools, which must arrive by early June otherwise 
there will be no harvest in September, prolonging foe suffering. 

0 Fuel and running costs of the Buffalo aircraft flying in 
foe supplies. 

There was a major famine in this area a decade ago. 250,000 
people died This tame we have the chance to avert a famine and 
save hundreds of thousands of lives. But we rely on voluntary 
donations and so urgently need your help. 

ChUdren are dying in southern Sudan. We need yon to send a 
donation now. Please don’t find a reason to torn away. 

Call now on 0345 312 312 (24hr local rate credit card 
donation line) or fin in the coupon below. Thank you. 


Please make your cheque/postal order payable to UNICEF 

dD £25 □ £50 O £75 DfilOO TprefertogiveS dlZZ! 
Or please debit my Switeh/Delta/MasterCartiA^sa/Amex/Thners Club/CAF card 


Switch Issue . 


Expiry Date. 
Name. 
Address 


1 Signature . 


Pbstcode 


Please post this coupon, with your gift to: UNICEF, Room IND8, 
FREEPOST, Chelmsford CM2 8BR. THANK \0U. ReguMedciontv so. anws 

We oceasonaUyallow partner o^anisarkmsio write to our suppenere. To be exdutfed tick here — 
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Second-hand 

gets classy as 
rich join poor 
in search 
of a designer 
label bargain 


By Glenda. Cooper ' 

ConajTter Affairs Correspondent 

JARVIS Cocker does it. So do Paul 
McCartney and Brian May. Accord- 
ing to a new survey, Britain spends 
£5bn a year at charity shops, second- 
hand shops and car-boot sales. 

Most of us will be out bargain 
bunting this weekend, when there will 
be an estimated 10,000 car-boot 
sales. A survey of 1,000 people com- 
missioned by the second-hand retail 
chain Cash Converters found that 
bargain seekers made almost 145 mil- 
lion visits to car-boot sales last year 
- three visits per person spending on 
average £&32 a time. 

Tbe idea of shopping for second- 
hand goods being confined to those 
less well off is a myth. While lower 
social groups visit car-boot sales 
three times as often as ABCls, the 
survey also revealed that profes- 
sional and managerial types axe more 
likely to buy second-hand than they 
are to buy tbe Financial Times: more 
than half a million of them go to boot 
sales two to three times a year or more 
and spend £12.05 on average. 

The single biggest attraction of 
these “alternative retail outlets" is tbe 
chance to pick up a bargain, with just 
under half citing this as the reason. 
Thrifty British shoppers were also at- 


tracted by low prices <24 per cent) 
and value for money (18 per cent). 

At the Qrfam shop in Marytebone, 
west London, yesterday, Angelica 
Letsch, who works for an indepen- 
dent record company, was trying on 
a lined kimono for £39.99. She said: 
“It's the low prices, it's the adventure. 
You never know what’s going to be 
there and that’s a great feeling. I’ve 
just got two beautiful wronght-iron 
candleholders for £2.99 and you can 
imagine what that would cost in Sel- 
fridges or Harrods. I think it's a re- 
ally nice way of shopping." 

June Doswell's greatest bargain 
was a silk dress that she had seen in 
Simpsons for £300 but picked up in 
a charity shop for £5. “Tm a clothe- 
saholic but you have to have a bud- 
get So what HI do is buy a really good 
jacket and then come here to buy 
trousers to match or vice versa. I 
think it’s a real English thing to get 
something for nothing;” 

Peter Holbrook, the manager of 
the branch, said that the image of 
charity shops being musty and full of 
tat was outdated. “We get people 
popping into the Conran shop and 
then coming into us. We have a lot 
of very well-heeled customers.” 

The Maiyiebone shop has a large 
record collection and Mr Holbrook 
said that many disc jockeys came ipto 



Half of 


4 



Angelica Letsch trying on a kimono in the Maryfebone Road Oxfam shop — £39.99 and very styfish 


to look for unusual records as well 
as pop stars such as Jarvis Cocker, 
Sir Paul McCartney and Brian May. 
“We've sold first-edition Rolling 
Stones albums and first-edition 
Sergeant Peppers for £15Q -£200. We 
also have a lot of books and sold a 
first edition Catcher in the Rye [the 
novel by JD Salinger].” 

Michael Kew was delighted to find 
a recording of the Brandenburg 
Concertos by Otto Klemperer. “I 
come here because they have tbe best 
record selection that I know of. 
There’s a very wide choice." 

Ibn minutes away, the Oxfam 


branch in Edgware Road is a more 
conventional type of charity shop, 
Rosemary HSttingjer was browang: “I 
came here to buy my books because 
books are so expensive now." she 
said. “I think we're a nation of bar- 
gain hunters. I don't thfnlc it’s altru- 
ism at all.” 

Angela Calavia was less con- 
vinced: “I don't usually come into 
charity shops because of the smelL” 
she said. “They smell of that musty 
smell of death although this one 
doesn’L I always worry. I don't like 
wearing someone e fee’s clothes." 

Christine Carus-WDson, dis- 


agrees: ‘A large part of my wardrobe 
comes from charity shops. The cost 
is important now I’m retired and ail 
women love a bargain. So as a result 
I’ve got a very interesting wardrobe. 
I do like to help Oxfam and Christ- 
ian Aid. Also 1 think they’re very use- 
ful if you've got young children - all 
that baby equipment is so expensive.” 

But the Cash Converters survey 
also hi ghlig hted a number of pitfalls 
peculiar to this retail sector - par- 
ticularly car-boot sales. The prospect 
of unwittingly buying faulty or stolen 
goods alarmed one-quarter of shop- 
pers. Nearly one in five were con- 


Photograph: Gfynn Griffiths 


ceraed about the quality of goods 
purchased and the lade of a guaran- 
tee or after-sales protection. 

“Many people are unaware of the 
lack of protection attached to buying 
goods from a car-boot sale,” said Alan 
Street, chief executive of the Institute 
of Trading Standards. “Buying from 
a private individual veiy modi reduces 
the consumer’s rights in law _we ail 
love a bargain but we would advise 
the public that if they want to pro- 
tect their rights they should stick to 
reputable second-hand retailers who 
can guarantee their consumer rights, 
who should also abide by the law." 


houses 

unsafe 

By Louise Jur y 

NEARLY half of children’s 
Wendy houses e xa min ed by 
trading standards offices were - 
unsafe, irwas revealed yesterday. 

Surrey trading standards 
said only 54 out of 96 playhouses 
examined were completely safe. 
Officers in areas including 
Herefordshire and Worcester- 
shire found similar problems; 

One manufacturer has al- 
ready been successfully prose- 
cuted in the wake of the inves- 
tigation. Launched in response ft) 
complaints from parents. -■ 

An investigation by Surrey 
trading standards officials found 
many playhouses contained 
splintera, sharp points, pro- 
truding nails, staples and screws. 

Many had dOor and window 
hinges where small fingers could 
be caught and injured while 
some doors coukl not be opened 
from the inside. Some used, 
g lass in windows, carrying the 
risk of breakage and injury. Two 
were buflton two levels and had 
gaps in the balustrade through 
which a child could fall or where 
a child could become trapped. 

Jon Garden Buildings Ltd, 
of West Yorkshire, was ordered 
to pay £1,000 costs and condi- 
tionally discharged for two years 
for failing to meet the necessary 
safety standards. 

Pteter Denard, Surrey’s trad- 
ing standards officer, said: “If 
you're unsure of how to erect a 
playhouse, always seek the 
advice of a professional." 

Phil Dart, head of policy for 
Surrey trading standards, said 
the problem appeared to be'that 
many Wendy houses were made 
by garden shed manufacturers 
who did not know that they were 
classified as a toy. “With the kind 
of controls we now have with toy 
safety, it is very rare to find 
something that is wrong with 
something made in Britain.” 

Leading article, page 20 
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America’s killing fields 


Tim Cornwell 

in Springfield. Oregon 


TO A1J Media," read a card- 
board sign on the fence at 
Thurston High School, amid 
endless bouquets of flowers 
tbmst in the wire, “We need to 
put the blame in its right spot 
~ not all on Kip! Kip was an av- 
erage middle-class boy and be- 
cause he got angry you showed 
him how to become famous in 
15 minutes. Your fault, no one 
else’sJ** 

Nearby Amanda NDsen, 17 , 
talked passionately through her 
braces. “I think that the boy lost 
hope " she said. “I think he felt 
he had nothing to live for. 
fteople lose hope, they feel lost, 
they act in odd ways. We’re 
teenagers, nobody ever listens 
to us. As soon as they start 
listening, this will stop." 

Kiplaod P KinkeL, 15, was to 
appear in court charged with 
murder yesterday in the killing 
of two schoolmates apd the 
wounding of nearly two dozen 
others in a bloody early 
morning rampage in his school 
cafeteria. 

Mikael Nicolson. 17, 
engaged to be married, died at 
the scene; the death of a second 
teenager, initially on life support 
was confirmed yesterday. 

Prosecutors said they would 
seek to try Kinkel as an adult, 
though Oregon does not have 
the death penalty. Kinkel was 
also presumed to have shot 
dead his parents. William and 
Faith Kinkel, both teachers in 
their late 50s found dead at the 
family home. The only family 
survivor was his older sister, 
Christ in, a former Thurston 
cheerleader studying at a college 
in Hawaii. 

A small and eminently solid 
American city groped for an 
explanation yesterday to the 
latest spree shooting by a US 
schoolboy, and could not find 
one. The answer that sprang to 
mind - gun control - was hard 
to reconcile in a place where 
most families have guns at 
home, and schools traditionally 
close for a day when the deer 
season-opens. 

“You look at ourkTds^ and : 
you know they’ve got deer rifles, 
they’ ve always had them^saiid ; 
Ginny Laurilsen, ^ Sufiday 
school teacher at Thurston. 
“Of course kids know, how to • 
shoot," she added, but said in 
her day they didn’t carry semi- 
automatic weapons. . . 

Kinkel entered the cafeteria 
in a dark trench coat and bat, 
carrying two pistols with 
ammunition reportedly spiffing 
from his pockets, bar picked off 
most victims with a 22 riflei.-:- 

For years now, when 
commentators have talked of a 
chilling loss of remorse -in. 


American teenagers, they have 
meant the gang killers in the 
cities, the drive-by shootings and 
drug turf wars where the faces 
were almost inevitably black. 

But since the killings moved 
to the schools, shooters and 
victims have mostly been white 
and ruraL In the last six months, 
they have taken on the 
appearance of a national 
phenomenon. 

The depths of Kip KinkePs 
rage had yet to be plumbed yes- 
terday. But whether he was 
psychologically imbalanced or 
badly brought up, his actions 
spoke of an anger that he could 
not controL He was said to have 
been voted by his contempo- 
raries as “The person most like- 
ly to start a Third World Whr”. 



IGpIand P KinkePs school 
year-book photograph 


Amid calls for everything 
from peer counselling to met- 
al detectors, there was a good 
deal of finger pointing yester- 
day at the media, and “violence” 
in general 

One Boy Scoots of Ameri- 
ca official described how he had 
gone home and switched 
channels from the shooting 
coverage to find “Hard Copy”, 
a tabloid . newsshow, broad- 
casting graphic pictures of 
sonieone shot in a drug deal. 

“There’s too much violence 
everywhere. People don’t have 
respect forparentsor anybody. 
There's no thankfulness: it 
seems like we’ve lost that,* 
said Josh Tkylor, 18, who was in 
the cafeteria. • 

, The last major school 
shootings .were in. March, in 
Arkansas, when an 11 -year-old 
bay and his 13-year-old friend 
killed four students and a: 
teacher. It followed others in 


West Padukah, Kentucky and 
earlier in Pearle, Mississippi 
where a bey shot his mother and 
nine students. 

But people in Springfield 
yesterday angrily rejected any 
“redneck" label, and were not 
above pointing out that they 
lived in the new West, not the 
old South. Oregon is a state that 
has a liberal political culture, 
with green belts and legal 
euthanasia, where the forested 
green hills and pastoral coast- 
line are a favourite retreat for 
wealthy Californians. 

But the National Rifle 
Association is still a potent 
force: in a supreme irony, a local 
legislator who successfully spon- 
sored a law making it a crime 
to bring a gun to school was tar- 
geted by the NRA and defeat- 
ed in Tuesday’s primary. 

Springfield, a city of 45,000 
was mostly a fogging community 
until the mills dosed ten years 
ago, but ft has diversified since 
then, with Sony establishing a 
plant Unemployment locals 
say, is about as low as it can be. 

The Thurston teenagers 
were certainly sophisticated 
and well-spoken. One, a boy 
scout on the wrestling team, had 
the old-fashioned courage to 
tackle Kinkel and continue to 
struggle with him after being 
shot in the chest 

It was a surreal experience 
to hear others describing scenes 
of graphic horror. B I thought it 
was a joke,” recounted Emily 
Olson, 17, surrounded by gig- 
gling girlfriends. “Then he went 
up to this kid and shot him right 
in the head in front of me." 

Kip Kinkel, like Timothy 
McVeigh, liked to make bombs. 
Obsessed with guns and 
explosives, he was caught with 
a pipe bomb in his locker, and 
school rumour had it - well be- 
fore the shooting - that he had 
once blown up a cow. He hid 
guns under his bed at home, it 
was reported. 

Classmates said he could 
be sweet and funny, but also 
showed signs of an explosive 
temper, pricking fights without 
cause, stopped for throwing 
rocks off a freeway bridge. He 
bad been in an anger 
management programme, con- 
temporaries said. 

He bragged of torturing an- 
imals, and “he said it would be 
pretty cool to kill someone” 
said Brian Austin, 14, a class- 
mate. Arrested at school the day 
before with a gun, he was 
released to die custody of his 
parents, facing expulsion, in a 
decision denounced yesterday 
as crazy by some locals, but 
defended as routine by police. 
He reportedly threatened 
revenge, and on the school bus 
next day boasted he going to “do 
something stupid". 
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6,000 expelled for 
taking guns to school 


The gun holds a special place in American culture - but at what price? 


The raw figures are terrifying 
enough. More than 6,000 Amer- 
ican children were expelled last 
year for bringing guns or explos- 
ives to school, and K) per cent 
of schoob reported seriousri- 
olent crimes. In Britain in 1995, 
19 children under 19 <fied as a re- 
sult of gunshot wounds. In Cana- 
da, it was 153; in japan, none. In 
the US . the figure was 5,285. 

But what is still more terri- 
fying is that following the school 
deaths in Oregon, just as after 
the shootings in Jonesboro, 
Arkansas and all the ofhervthe 
warnings and the demands for 

action wfll go LHiheard. "Y/e have 
a very serious problem. h2s an epi- 
demic of gun violence in Amer- 
ica’s schools and we have to do 
the responsible thing," says Bob 
Walker, of Handgun Control 
Inc, a lobby group that Is fightr 
ATg co limit the ownership of smaB 
arms. “Every American has a re- 
sponsibility to keep guns out of 
the hands of children," he told 
CNN on Thursday night. 

Yet when the President made 
a speech yesterday. what was the 
great threat he Identified? Bio- 
logical weapons. The US is to in- 
crease its stocks of antidotes to 
anthrax and so on; the menace 
of guns will continue. 


Everyone knows a Kip Kinkel 
at school - weird, maladjusted, 
a bit dangerous. He was voted 
the child “most likely to start 
World Wbr 111" by his classmates. 
One sad that “he would, Bee, tor- 
ture animals and stuff, and tell us 
about it" But in Britain, the worst 
those kids can do is small beer 
indeed. They can’t get hold of a 
semi-automatic rifle and spray 
their classmates with bullets. 

In the US, the Constitution 
- written 200 years ago, when 
America was a frontier society, 
when guns meant single-shot 
muzzle loaders - protects the 
right to bear arms. And a signif- 
icant part of American mythology 
is based around that right, the 
need to get mad and to get even 
through the great equaliser. 

When a poll for CNN asked 
Americans who they blamed for 
tragedies like that in Oregon.28 
per cent blamed the parents. Mr 
and Mrs Kinkel, it seems, were 
the first casualties of their son’s 
black, irrepressible fury eariy on 
Thurstfay morning in the district 
they ca Ued Shangrf La. Then he 
put on his coat and headed out 
with a rifle under his arm and a 
pistol in his holster, with the US 
Constitution right behind him. 
— Andrew MarshaB, Washington 
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No home for 


Israel’s Arabs 


Bjr Patrick Cockbum 

in Jerusalem 


THE first time Sonia Khoury’s 
apartment was attacked, men 
threw blazing< petrol-soaked 
rags at her door. “My sister and 
1 were sitting in my room at two 
o'clock in the morning when we 
heard knocking at the door. 
When we looked out we saw 
flames and smoke coming 
through the sides of the door." 

U was the Gist of three fire- 
bomb attacks since Ms Khoury. 
26, receptionist at the Hilton in 
Jerusalem, rented a fiat in a Jew- 
ish neighbourhood of the dty a 
year ago. She is an Israeli citi- 
zen and fluent in Hebrew, but 
also an Israeli-Arab, Israel's 
largest minority, and it is un- 
heard of for an Arab to move 
to Jewish west Jerusalem. 

Ms Khoury’s new neighbours 
made dear what they thought of 
an Arab Irving among them. 
They asked the landlord to evict 
her, with her younger sister Wafa 
and their friend Manal Diah. Ms 
Khoury says that in her block 
“only one Israeli man support- 
ed us and said he did not mind 
Arabs living in the building." 

What happened next shows 
the antagonism of many Israelis 
towards the 850,000 Israeli- 
Arabs. It confirms a survey 
which showed 40 per cent of Is- 
raeli youth say they actively 
hate Arabs and of these 60 per 
“want revenge". 

The first sign was the word 
neveUa scrawled on the apart- 
ment door. In biblical Hebrew 
h means a “rotting carcass". 

Use of this archaic word may 
also imply that those behind the 
fire bombings had a religious na- 
tionalist or ultra-orthodox back- 
ground. The first attack, which 
blackened the ceiling just inside 
the door, was in October. The 
women asked for police protec- 
tion, which was refused. The sec- 
ond attack was in December. Ms 


Khoury says: “They put bottles 
like those used in hair spray out- 
side the door.” The package ex- 
ploded when, a bomb-disposal 
officer tried to defuse it He was 
saved from injury by his protec- 
tive clothing. 

Ms Khoury says: “We want- 
ed to move but we could not find 
a fiat I couldn’t sleep after- 
wards." The attack also brought 
publicity and a visit by Ehud 
Ohnert, the right-wing Mayra- of 
Jerusalem. He said they were in 
the same position as Jewish set- 
tlers at Rasal-Amoud, a Pales- 
tinian district of the city. Ms 
Khoury says: “We told him ... 
we did not come to this apart- 
ment and say it was ours, like 
the settlers. We rented it." 

Mr Ohnert said the munici- 
pality would help repair the 
flat, but nothing happened for 
five months. The women also 
found they could not claim com- 
pensation as “victims of terror- 
ism" because the attacks were 
not deemed to be against IsraeL 

Police installed a video cam- 
era but no progress was made 
tracing the attackers. The 
women live near Mea Shearim, 
an ultra-orthodox neighbour- 
hood, but the street is a mixture 
of ultra-orthodox, religious and 
secular Jews. Nevertheless, when 
the women walked past a near- 
by religious college, the boys 
shouted: “Arabs, go to Gaza; go 
to Jordan." 

The final attack was on Israeli 
Independence Day, 30 April 
when Ms Khoury was at work. 
Somebody placed what she de- 
scribed as a pipe bomb by the 
door, it exploded at 1030pm 
when lA&fa Khoury and Ms 
Diab were at hone. The woman, 
with nowhere else to live, asked 
the landlord to renew the one- 
year rental agreement, but he re- 
fused. Their neighbours were 
now more sympathetic, but said: 
“Our children are frightened." 

Ms Khoury, a Christian, was 


bom in Nazareth, the daughter 
of a driver for the Israeli bus 
company Egged. She says die 
grew up not thinking of herself 
as an Israeli but not as a Pales- 
tinian either. Her experiences 
since coming to Jerusalem have 
changed that. “I knew there 
was racism here, but I didn’t ex- 
pect them to bomb my flak" 

The attacks confirm the con- 
clusions of a survey last year of 
ihe views on Israeli-Arabs of 
5318 Israeli pupils at 84 schools 
carried out by Ofra Maizles, of 
Haifa University, and Reuven 
Gal, from the Carmel Institute 
of Social Research. They found 
not only that 40 per cent said 
they hated Arabs but that among 
those who live in poorer towns, 
students at ratigious colleges and 
children of parents who came 
originally from the Middle 
East, three-quarters expressed 
hatred. 

Less animosity was expressed 
by students from kibbutzim, but 
even there 32 per cent said they, 
hated Arabs. 

The Oslo accords of 1993, 
purportedly offering a resolution 
to the Arab-Israeli conflict, 
made no difference to attitudes. 
It is also ominous that Israelis 
expressing greatest Hidflre for 
Arabs come from constituencies 
which vote overwhelmingly for 
the present Israeli government. 
It is their views which wfil count 
most in determining govern- 
ment policy. 

lb their surprise, the Khoury 
sisters and Ms Diab have found 
a new apartment, also in a 
Jewish dikrict of Jerusalem. 

Ms Khoury says that for the 
first time when she rang up a 
prospective landlord and said 
Tm an Arab", he replied' “I 
don’t care." As the women pre- 
pare to leave,a municipal work- 
man sent by Mr Oimeit has 
finally arrived to repaint the 
blackened doorway and ceiling 
of their apartment 




Lebanon’s new * 
beginning held 
back by history 






Robert Fisk in Beirut charts the crazy 

voting patterns' of tomorrow's elections 
PLUS ca change, plus e’est la their birth Thus inthe 4«V»Q: 
i^nesemunidDal elections, only about 20.000 otizem are 
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Sonia Khoury a t the door of her fire-bombed Jerusalem flat Photograph: Bryan McBumey 


PLUS qa change, plus e’est la 

m&ne chore. So, welcome to the 

municipal elections, 
the poll that will, supposedly, 
transfuse fresh blood — a phrase 
to be treated with great care 
here - into the political system 
as 200,000 Lebanese vote to- 
morrow for 7 , 662 council seats 
and 2,041 “mukhtars” (village 
leaden). 

The only problem is that 
every town and hamlet in 
Lebanon, save for 21 (of which 
more later), will have -to elect 
a Muslim-Christian council in 
exactly the same proportion 
to the old retainers originally 
chosen 35 years ago- • 

For such is the infatuation 

and fear of the sectarian system 

•in Lebanon that no Christian 
can replace a Muslim, or Mus- 
lim replace a Christian, as 
mayor, m ukhtar or -majority 
council member. 

The proportion of Chris- 
tians to Muslims in each town 
council must remain the same 
as it was at the last municipal 
elections in 1963; and so the 
skeletons of Lebanon’s pre- 
1 975-90 civil - war social life will 
continue to dominate the land. 

Thke Abdul Rahman Skafi, 
for example, a S unni Muslim 
mukhtar from the Sidon area 
who Haims to be 107. Sidon is 
a Sunni town and will, indeed 
must, elect a Sunni mayor. Mr 
Skafi, who remained mukhtar of 
one rural district for 40 years 
while the government auto- 
matically re-appointed him 
through the 16 years of tivD war, 
believes be has grown too old 
for the job. So say all of us. But 
he's supporting his son Ahmed, 
to replarc him. And Ahmed is 
almost 60. 

Worse still, voters must cast 
their ballots in the town of 


eligible to vote. 

A Lebanese Catbollcfriend 
bora in Mashgera must vote in 
his eastern Bekaa valley town, 
where Christians were 50 per 
cent of the population before 
the war. Now they are 5 per 
cent Hizbollah guerrillas <Shia - . 
Muslim) dominate the town; 
so it’s .one of the 21 villa g e s , 
along with the entire Israeli- . 
occupied zone of Lebanon, ex- 
empted from the poll-whose 
councils will be reappointed \ 
by the government with the okf 
1963 potentates in charge. . - . 

Odd things have happened, 
though. The fiercely anli- 
Hizbollah, multi-millionaire - 
prime minis ter. Rafiq Hariri* " 
was flirting with the Hizbollah . 
for a joint list last week against. . 
his rival Nabih Bent the speak- 
er of parliament. Now Messrs 
Hariri and Beni are talking 
about an alliance. High in the 
Chouf mountains, where Dnize 
and Christians were slicing each 

other's throats in 1983, Dnize 
leader Walid Jumblatt and 
Christian Maxonite leader Dory 
Chamoun are making common 
cause to defeat independents 
and right-wing Christians. The 
exiled ex-General Michel Aoun 
(leader of a failed anti-Syrian 
“independence" war and cur- 
rent place of abode France) is ^ 
backing a Sunni M uslim lady to 
support his cause in Lebanon. 

Be sure that the results will 
make no difference. Be sure that 
enemies and friends -will ex- 
change places. 

As that great Lebanese poet 
Khahlfl Gibran once wrote: 
“Pity the Nation divided into 
fragments, each fragment 
deeming itself a nation." . 
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Clashes tested Indonesian army’s patience 


By Richard Lloyd Parry and 
Stephen Vines in Jakarta 

HOURS before last night's con- 
frontation between the Indonesian 
army and students started, there was 
a worrying portent of trouble to 
come, as thousands of. Islamic sup- 
porters of Indonesia’s President 
Habibie threw stones and scuffled 
with demonstrating students in 
Jakarta. 

The incident occurred at the 
parliament building where students 
have rallied all week dem anding re- 
£^pns and a change of gove rnment. 
After the resignation of President 
Suharto on Thursday, they began to 
call for the head of his successor and 
former vice-president, BJ Habibie. 
“Habibie wfll be the second great dis- 
aster", read a giant banner dropped 
across the main parliament building. 

The banner was a target for 
some 5,000 Habibie supporters who 
burst into the parliamentary com- 
pound early yesterday, shouting 
“God is Great" in Arabic and rhyth- 
mically chanting Mr Habibie's name. 
After the crowd burst into the square 
where the students were peacefully 
listenmg to speeches, there was a dan- 
gerous standoff which threatened to 
chjgplop into a violent confrontation 
as -the Muslim protestors tore down 
banners criticising the new president 

Student leaders pleaded with 
their followers not to be provoked. 
“We are one commando”, they 
shouted in response to the Muslim 
chants; they like to describe them- 
selves as a united commando group, 
fighting to bring democracy to In- 
donesia. 




Beforri, 
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Muslim women, wearing 
headbands proclaiming support 
for new President Habibie, at 
the mosque inside Jakarta s 
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The Muslims claimed to be stu- 
dents but many of them were clear- 
ly not from college. Leaders denied 
they had beeD mobilised by Mr 
Habibie, but admitted be knew 
about the demonstration in ad- 
vance. 

It appeared some careful organ- 
isation had gone into the protest be- 


cause the demonstrators came with 
professionally printed banners and 
head bands which helped to distin- 
guish them from the students. 

The restraint of the students de- 
fused the situation, though a second 
group of Muslim protestors arrived 
after the first had left. This smaller 
group were sepe rated from the stu- 


dents by soldiers who had not in- 
tervened when the first group arrived. 

For much of 32 years in power 
Suharto was able to balance the in- 
terests of the Muslim majority, who 
make up 90 per cent of Indonesia’s 
population, with those of minority 
races and religions. Atbough he is a 
practising Muslim, Suharto's style of 


leadership owed as much to that of 
die traditional Javanese kings, as to 

the precepts of Islam. It was only very 

late in life, for instance, that he made 
the pilgrimage to Mecca. Mr Habi- 
bie, however, is seen as a much more 
committed Muslim, and yesterday's 
incident suggests he may yet become 
a focus of fundamentalist agitation. 


“FOr 30 years Muslims had noth- 
ing under the New Order, and all the 
money went to Chinese and Chris- 
tians," said Darwin Agus, of the Is- 
lamic Youth of Indonesia, one of the 
groups demonstrating in the new 
President’s support. “Habibie is a 
good start in preparing for the next 
step, government by the Koran." 


Photograph: AFP 

The naming of a new cabinet has 

<tone little to increase confidence in 
Mr Habibie whom many in Jakarta 
see as an interim leader filling the 

gap between Suharto and a likely suc- 
cor drawn from the ranks of the 

military- . 

The two most blatant examples 
of favouritism from Suharto’s last 
cabinet have been sacked: the fall- 
en president's eldest daughter, Siti 
Hardijanti Rukmana, who was m 
charge of welfare, and Bob Hasan, 
his golfing partner and trade mins- 
ter. But half of the new cabinet is 
made up of old min isters. 

am neither endorsing nor op- 
posing the cabinet," said Amien 
Rais, the country’s Muslim opposi- 
tion leader. “The cabinet has a lot 
of technocrats in it but some of the 
names still reflect old ways." 

General Wiranto, chief of the 
anned forces and one of the most 
powerful candidates to succeed Mr 
Habibie, stayed on as defence min- 
ister. Yesterday, in a statement that 
can now be seen as an obUque 
warning about the events that were 
to take place last night, he said stu- 
dent demonstrations would not be 
tolerated indefinitely. “I expect the 
students to end their mass actions 
and go back to their campuses to 
study," he said. 


Idealism expires as a Communist becomes Russia s rights monitor 


ByJ?hH Reeves 


IN A MOVE which symbolis- 
es the loss of the idealism that 
held sway in the immediate af- 
termath of the Soviet Union's 
collapse. Russia’s parliament 
yesterday elected a senior mem- 
ber of the Communist Party to 
be the nation’s human-rights 
commissioner. 


The decision, part of a trade- 
off over jobs between parties, in- 
furiated Sergei Kovalyov, the 
previous incumbent a former 
dissident considered Russia’s 
successor to Andrei Sakharov. 

Mr Kovalyov, the country's 
best-known rights activist, who 
spent years in a Soviet prison 

camp for his activities, called the 

appointment of Oleg Mironov 


a “foregone conclusion". He 
told the State Duma, or lower 
house, before being shouted 
down: “The s ham eless deal 
a f*r wruriunis t to this po- 
otion is monstrous." 

Rights groups, which blame 
the Communist Party for tram- 
pling individual rights during 
decades of repression, are cer- 
tain to argue that the job of 


commissioner, though vague 
(and lamentably under-funded) 
is needed, and should not be a 
mere chip in a political barter- 
ing process. The concept of hu- 
man rights is still in its infancy 
in Russia. The 1993 constitution, 
which affords citizens consid- 
erable protection, is ignored at, 
grassroots level and by the gov- 
ernment. Abuses of individuals 


by the legal system and the au- 
thorities - notably the police, 
who beat up prisoners and tar- 
get ethnic minorities - are still 
widespread. 

Such is the relative novelty 
of a rights commissioner that 
the role has yet to be fully de- 
fined, though he has the pow- 
er to launch legal appeals for 
those who believe their rights 


have been violated. He can 
also issue annual reports. The 
appointment of Mr Mironov, 
59, a former law professor who 
' is a member of the Co mm u n ist 
Party Central Committee, end- 
ed two years of tawdry bar- 
gaining between parties over 
who should have the job. 

In the end, the Communists 
appear to have been given it in 


return for giving the pro-gov- 
ernment party “Our Home is 
Russia" chairmanship of the 
parliamentary defence com- 
mittee. Mr Mironov is now ex- 
pected to quit the party. Among 
the 11 candidates were Mr Ko- 
valyov, fired from the commis- 
sioner’s post in 1995 after 
mounting a campaign excori- 
ating President Boris Yeltsin for 


the Chechen war but not before 
confirming his reputation as a 
courageous, fiery defender of 
rights. Another contender was 
the former justice minister 
Vdentin Kovalyov, who was 
fired after publication of pho- 
tographs which appeared to 
show him frolicking in a steam 
bath with two naked women, 
neither of whom was his wife. 
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THE NEW FIESTA ZETEC 

Effortless and controlled thanks to the advanced power 
assisted steering and self correcting rear suspension. 

Quiet because of the refined aluminium 16- valve Zetec 
engine with its unique hydraulic mounting system. 

Formula One technology because -r uses the same fuel 
efficient engine management system as our Formula One 
cars to give you instant engine response. AW of this built on 
our sub-frame engineering to give you superior handling. 




POWER ASSISTED S i cER'NG 
CENTRAL LOCKiNG 

16 VALVE 75 ?S ALUMINIUM ZETEC ENGINE 

DRIVER'S AIRBAG 
4-spore alloy wheels 


£ 9 , 3 15 

0345 286 287 


FRONT FOG LIGH i S 
REAR SPOILER 
BODY COLOURED BUMPERS 
SPORTS SEATS AND DIALS 
TINTED GLASS 


!a D V AN CEDE NJOYMENT 
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France discovers art 


on the DJs’ turntables 


By John Lichfield 

in Paris 


WHEN is a DJ an artist? The 
answer is when he is French and 
when he - artistically - plays 
more than one record at a 
time. The French music pro 
ducers federation has declared 
that some disc jockeys should be 
considered creators of music 
who have the right to claim a 
small pan of the royalties of the 
records they play. 

The decision, seven months 
old, has caused consternation 
among music publishers in 
France and elsewhere. It points 
to a startling phenomenon: 
France, the butt of rock-music 
gibes, is leading the way in the 
hottest variants of pop music 
such as techno and house. Both 
are associated with dubs where 
star DJs create their own mu- 
sical sounds by playing two or 



In the groove - but is it art? 


three records simultaneously. 

The Soa'fito des Auteuis, 
Compositeurs et Editeurs de 
Musique (Sacem), which polices 
music royalties in France, de- 
cided last year that such DJs had 
crossed the line hum mere pre- 
senters and selectors of records 
to creators of new musical 
forma. It decided that approved 
DJs - 60 have qualified - should 
receive one twelfth df royalties 
of records they “mix”. The ar- 
gument is that such a DJ is no 
longer just a compere, or even 


a performer but an “epher- 
meral” or “instant' 1 composer. 

Sacem collected £12m In 
royalties from 3,000 French 
dance dubs last year; this year, 
the first full year of its new rul- 
ing on royalties, £lm will go to 
disc jockeys. 

The French trade association 
of music publishers has chal- 
lenged. the ruling, saying tech- 
no and house DJs are infring ing 
. the rights of the original com- 
posers. Star DJ -composers also 
exist in Britain and other Eu- 
ropean countries but some 
French DJs have become enor- 
mously successful and popular 
abroad -almost the first French 
pop musicians to break out of 
the national ghetto. 

DJ Jack de Marseille, Lau- 
rent Gamier, Dimitri from Paris 
and others are in hig h demand 
in dubs throughout Europe. “At 
any other moment in the history 


of pop," Rolling Stone magazine 
wrote recently, the words 
“Made in France” on a disc 
were “commercial suicide”. 

The DJs have no trouble ac- 
cepting themselves as artists. D J 
Jade performs two or three 
times a week in different Eu- 
ropean dries and issues albums 
of his live compositions. He ar- . 
gues that, by taking different 
records and merging them, he 
is creating a “new emotion .... 
a different feeling 1 '. 

The Musidans’ Union in 
Britain agrees. It is making a de- 
termined effort to recruit the 
new generation of DJs to its 
ranks. “Once you recognise 
them as musicians, 7 ' said Tristan 
Evans, the union's spokesman, 
“you see that they're manipu- 
lating their turntables the way 
guitarists do with guitars”. But 
does that make them com- 
posers? . . 
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Savita (left) and Deepika listening to a speech by the newly elected president of the All India EumKiKAssod^ron ^ 
a conference yesterday in Bombay attended by 500 of the portV 12,000 eunuchs Phocograp . 


HALF PRICE SALE 


plus £250 WORTH OF FREE HOLIDAY VOUCHERS 1 


ENDS 5PM BANK HOLIDAY MONDAY 
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(AND A SERVICE THAT'S SECOND TO NONE) 


A unique 3D design & planning service so you can take home a full colour plan*" of your new kitchen. 


An impressive 10 -year Guarantee on all our unique rigid carcasses for total peace of mind. 


20% off a wide range of top name applia n ces J * to complement your new Magnet \itchen. 


Once we've fitted your kitchen well send out a design manager to make sure you’re 100% satisfied. 


For details of your nearest showroom call 0800 192 192 today. Please remember to quote reference IND34S. 


Magnet 

lU/ity BUILT FOR LIFE 


www.magnec.co.uk 


Open Bank HoiidLlf Monday MJWbm-VWIpiii. Nnroul Hmrc Monday ro&iranlay'J IHUm-S.Utipm. Selected branches upra mtd SJHjwn on Tba radar and lIMJUam-AAOpin on Sunday. Cheek uch bnneb f"r ikraik 

3TT 3 mm ■ I >1 V" I 1% • I OlT m 1 1 KBS nlf ■■■■! Of Fn ka fhin.. I __ W,L I nod f I*— m , lu«U«r III L> k «X_J •IliMinl, 


■1^-mamHrri U™ ir» ehirp'A between 2iih Nowmbw and T Ufa December W. Dwva*tnbedroonnmott pried m be charged jfo ?*h Mjy 19«& t Appfa w * hxMat m be buJtcd rfumirfi 

Tend Dedsn Ltd wilh lefcoed APT A approved npnMnrt. ourmle the UR when you spend £2.Vaiur more aa i kitchen pinchur « £jniu> an a hrdr>«m pa rebate. **A tn*onr plan mat nnr be auilaljr in 

ill m-reTHAftdiea w jppiiaira not already dnrounnrd in the nirtea knehen and appliance price pude when yon tpend £1^*0 nr mnre no a kitchen pmehaae. 
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Row grows on 
leaky N-trains 


Doctors use * 
robots to aid 


' * . .. 

I '.n-J-V- '• " 


GERMANY'S Environment 
Minister, Angela Merkel, was 
under pressure to resign after 
admitting trains carrying nuclear 
waste to Britain and France had 
been leaking radiation for a 
decade. French regulators mea- 
sured radiation 3,000 times the 
permitted level on the trains. On 
Thursday Ms Merisel suspend- 
ed the transport of nudear ma-‘ 
terial by train: she says she was 
first informed of the leaks on 24 
ApriL Germany has no repro- 
cessing facilities, so its waste is 
railed to Britain and France. 

— Imre Karocs. Bonn 


heart surgery 


By John Lichfield 


Old Dutch 


DUTCH royals and windmill- 
keepers have launched a fund- 
raising project to preserve one 
of the most distinctive parts of 
the Netherlands’ heritage. In 
their heyday in the mid- 1800s, 
up to 10,000 windmills dotted 
the countiy, while only about 
1,100 remain today. 

— AP, Amsterdam 


Unkind cut 


A WOMAN who suspected 

her husband nf sraniall y abusing 

their daughter cut off his penis 
with a kitchen knife while he 
slept and flushed it down the toi- 
let Doctors could not find the 
penis of Fidel Flores, a 38-year- 
old taxi-driver, and could only 
seal the wound, police said 

— AP, Lima, Peru 


Just the ticket’ 


FRANK and Shirley Capaci 
were celebrating after paying a 
barman $5 (£3) for a chance of 
winning the laigest US lottery 
jackpoL Although officials bad 
to confirm it the Capads said 
they held the winning Powerball 
ticket, worth S1043m. 

— AP, Streamwood, Illinois 


A FRENCH medical team has 
conducted the first remote-con- 
trol, open-heart surgery, using 
robots and computers developed 
by an. American company. 

The six operations, success- 
fully performed this month at 
the Broussais hospital in Paris, 
may constitute a breakthrough 
in egrriiar surgery as significant 
as the first heart transplant in 
1967 and the first open-heart 
operations in 1956. 

In the long nm, the tech- 
niques should permit the de- 
velopment of new forms of 
heart surgery too minute and 
complicated to be performed by 
the human hand. Within five or 
10 years, 1 further developments 
in telecommunications may al- 
low the most skilled surgeons to 
perform emergency surgery on 
patients hundreds, or even 
thousands of miles away. 

The experimental opera- 
tions were conducted by an in- 
terna tionally-renowned French 
team led by Professor Alain 
Carpentier. Although the tech- 
nology was developed by an 
American company, Intuitive 
Surgical from Stanford in north- 
ern California, US federal reg- 
ulations do not yet permit 
remote-control cardiac surgery 
on human beings. 

Professor Carpentier said 
the six pioneer operations - rel- 
atively straightforward forms of 
heart surgery such as coronary 
by-passes and repairs to con- 
genital fruits - had been a “to- 
tal success”. A tiny camera and 
probes with micro-instruments 
were introduced into the heart 
through up to three incisions in 


the chest, between one and 
four centimetres wide. 

The professor, sitting in 
front of a video screen three me- 
tres away, manipulated the mi- 
cro-instruments attached .1* 
robot arms, which are capable 
of responding instantly and 
with extreme precision to the 
surgeon’s commands. 

“The surgeon really feels 
he is sitting in the middle of the 
patient’s heart,” Professor Car- 
pentier said. “He has greater 
precision and a better view.” 
The next step, he said, would be 
to attempt operations which 
would be “very difficult or im- 
possible” using the human hand 
and traditional instruments. 

Operations conducted by a 
surgeon manymiles away would ' 

: not be possible with existing 
telecommunications technolo- ' 
gy. Even at a distance of 100 
miles, there would be a. po- 
tentially disastrous, delay of up 
to one second before the robot 
arms responded to the sur- 
geon's commands. The com- £ 
pany which developed the - 
technology believes, however, 
that within' five years develop- 
ments in communications tech- 
nology will allow commands to 
be transmitted instantly over 
long distances. 

This would allow eminent ' 
surgeons to conduct operations 
on patients thousands of miles 
away. The company believes 
that robotic heart surgery may 
become the norm, even for 
routine operations. The new 
technique avoids a large incision 
in the chest, and allows more 
precise surgery. Patients are 
less exposed to infection and 
should recover more rapidly. 
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‘Born again* Charlie Sheen * 




suffers drug overdose 


By David Us borne 

in New York 


ONLY a year after declaring 
that he was shedding his bad- 
boy lifestyle and had found re- 
ligion, actor Charlie Sheen was 
yesterday recovering in a Los 
Angeles hospital from a 
reported drugs overdose. 

Sheen, the star of Platoon. 
Wall Street and the son of 
Hollywood ‘ veteran Martin 
Sheen, was admitted to the Los 
Robles Medical Center in the 
early hours of Wednesday, 
complaining he had difficulty 
walking and was experiencing 
tingling in his hands. Some 
reports suggested he arrived at 
Emergency in a state of 
hysteria and had to be tied 
down. 

A visibly distraught cider 
Sheen arrived at the hospital 
late Thursday to quash reports 
being broadcast in Los Angeles 
that his son bad suffered a 
stroke or had died. 

“The first thing I want to 
assure you is that my son. 
Charlie Sheen, is very much 
alive," Mr Sheen said. "He 
eating, he’s talking, he's 
aware”. 



Charlie Sheen: Admitted to 
a Los Angeles hospital 


No details were available on 
what kind of drug Sheen had 
taken. Three years ago, he told 
the New York Post of his battle 
with ecstasy. He said: “Ecstasy 
should be called the drug from 
Hell - because that’s where it 
leaves you." 

Mr Sheen has suffered 
repeated bouts of bad publici- 
ty. dating back to 1990 when he 
checked himself Into a drug and 
alcohol rehabilitation clinic. In 
1995 he was sued by a woman 
who claimed he struck her 
around the head after she re- 
used to have sex with him. 


Most humiliating, perhaps, 
was his leading role in the 1995 
federal trial of Hollywood 
m adam Heidi Fleiss, purveyor 
of prostitutes to the stars. He 
admitted he had ordered at least 

27 call girls from Fleiss and bad — 
run up bills with hjer totalfina i . 
$50,000. 

At the end of 1996, after 5 
ending a six-month marriage to + -j 
model Donna Peel, Sheen an-f ; 
nounced he was beco ming a£.ii 
born-again Christian. Fast jji. 
living, he said then* “was a- tots", -L- • 
of fun, but there is such a thing 
as too much fun”. ; - : V . 

Martin Sheen .said he. was5^ 
hopeful he would be able to ■’ 
persuade his son lo re-enter a f i. : . . 
rehabilitation programme after f 
his recovery from the latest 1- i" . 
scare. j;.’; . 

_ He recalled bow.hisactor ■ 
friend Carroll O’Connor bad • 
been devastated when his son ^ •- 
killed himself in Match 1995 af- 
ter struggling for years to defeat < 

a cocaine addiction. “Tm sorry - " 
Carroll didn't get the chance : * 
that we have. This is notan easy . 
moment in our lives, but it’s a \ & 
necessary one. Our hope is that : - 
he will accept recovery and be 
fine.” 
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'Silent scream of Rwanda’s youth 


JEAN: PETER, . 16, looks 
through his lashes with huge 
brown eyes,; fingers the plastic 
rosary beads around his neck 
and offers ashy sn2& “ They say 
1 killeda chad!.” he whispers. 
“But 1 dSdn'fc Iwasonly 12. How 

cbuldrl bea^rociinin??” 

■Oh bare dirty feet, he stands 
in the middle. o£ a dusty com- 
pound, south of the Rwandan 
capital, Kigali, which he shares 
with 350 boys - the country’s 

'*ltle*bay was jnst szs when he 
took part in what came to be the 
murder of •800,000 Rwandan - 
Thisds and moderate Hutus in 
1994, at the incitement of Hutn 
extremists. : : 

Near the high-perimeter 
wire fence, draped with the 
children's drying ragged clothes, 
Jean Peter's tiny friend, now 10, 
also tries logic. '“They say I am 
an Interahamwe {the Hutu ex- 
tremists which led the geno- 
cide]”, he says. “But I am too 
yonng to be an lnterahanawe ” 

Another boy tells a garbled 
story. “We had a baby in our 
house who disappeared. His 
JSfcther accused me but I know 
the baby snot dead People have 
seen it at its mother’s house.” 

The genocide in Rwanda 
contaminated every sector of so- 
ciety. Judges, politicians, peas- 
ants. even nuns and priests, 
manned the infamo us road- 
blocks to trap fleeing Thtsis. 
They wielded machetes until the 
bodies of Rwanda's minority - 
15 per cent of the population to 
the Hutus’ 85 per cent - were 
piled high. Wamen and children 
played their pari in the collec- 
tive madness; and some were 
stjjgs. not mere bit players. 

Ytaur years on, the child 
killers of Gitagata re-education 
centre have started to return to 
their home villages. It is a slow, 
painful process, says Gitagata’a 
director, Jean-Baptist e Rudas- 
ingwa. The first 12 left the cen- 
tre last month. Though they 
were the youngest, it was still 
hard to persuade their old ooqk 
munities to take them back. 

lb leave Gitagata you must 
confess youfj^fmes and appear 
to understand their gravity. 
There are no hard-faced thugs 
here, only kids in cut-off jeans 
and faded, tom American. T- 
shirts who try to cadge a cigarette 
ora Biro. But they have slaugh- 
tered and raped. Many spe- 
cialised in ferreting out victims 
hiding from the mob. Among 


M r% • some children still live in vil- 

nzry Braid, in Kigali, finds a generation in torment; child killers and’witnesses alike locked into genocidal memory 

deuce against them, or the chil- 
dren are too terrified to tell. 

Mr Gasovya, who grew up in 
exile after a previous massacre 
of lUtsis, has returned with 
thousands of other Jong-term ex- 
iles to hdp rebuild a nation, most 
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or injaiL He admits that the trau- 
ma centre barely skims the sur- 
face of a deep pool of need. 

He treats children who killed 
as well as those who had fami- 
lies massacred. All, he argues, 
am victims. Though Mr Rudas- 
ingwa says his boys show few 
agns of trauma, Mr Gasovya says 
both groups of children exhibit 
the same symptoms, though it is 
harder to help the kfllens as their 
emotions are blocked. 

•Those who escaped with 
the Interaharawe to refugee 
camps in Zaire were instructed 
by leaders never to speak about 
what had happened. That sup- 
pression was reinforced by 
Rwandan culture in which feel- 


TTie young men of Gitagata re-education centre, south of Kjgafi, waiting in line at mealtime; the boys deny taking part *•*« massacres of Tutsi* Photograph; Didmr IW/Networic 


those released early was a child 
who killed three other children. 

If release relies oo public conr 
fession before one’s peers, then 
no one here is going anywhere. 
“Not one of us has confessed to 
genocide,” says one older bey. 
According to Mr Rudasingwa it 
is a different story in private ses- 
sions with social workers. 

“They admit they killed,” he 
says. “They were used partiai- 
Jariy to kfll other children. They 
say their fathers told them to. 
If they asked why they had to 
kill neighbours their fathers 
said the government had issued 
orders.” 


In the build up to the geno- 
cide, intricately planned by the 
extremist regime, national radio 
spewed out anti-lhtsi propa- 
ganda instructing Hutus to kill 
the inyenze (cockroaches). The 
victims were so vilified that 
when the killers stripped them 
they fully expected to find taite- 
The brothers and fathers of 
these boys are among the 
130,000 accused genocidaires 
swelling Rwanda’s adult prisons. 

Until last year the boys of 
Gitagata were also held in adult 
jaQs where human-rights groups 
condemn the conditions as 
“appalling”. Mr Rudasingwa 


says the children were sexually 
harassed. 

At Gitagata, opened last 
year by a government under 
pressure from international 
agencies, there is comparative 
luxury; more than 50 boys to a 
dank, dirty dormitory with four 
sharing each set of makeshift 
btmkbeds (two up, two down). 
There are dally group coun- 
selling sessions but no schooling 
after primary. Though the boys 
aretodred^atnighubydaythe 
compound j^teis open and they 
mix with focal children. That is 


initial hostility of locals. 


It must be hard for Rwanda’s 
newTUtsa4ed regime to concede 
that the younggenocidaires are 
victims too. There are so many 
other obvious child victims, 
and so few resources to go 
round. 

On the wall of Rwanda's 
only trauma centre, outside Ki- 
gali, is a drawing by an eight- 
year-old boy. In The Kilting of 
My Parents his mother Hes dead, 
red ink oozing from slashes to 
her face. BGs father is bound and 
covered hi crimson cuts. The 
knife held by the killer is 
grotesquely exaggerated in size 
and dominates the page. 


On. the same wall, Alice, 11, 
writes that her mother begged 
to pray before she died but her 
killer, a neighbour, would not 
let her. Alice tried to forget the 
pain, she says, but the memo- 
ries keep flooding bade, “My 
mother liked to sing," she re- 
members. T stopped singing be- 
cause it reminded me of her.” 

Few children in Rwanda 
have escaped unscathed. In the 
three months it took to kill 
800,000 people almost every 
child witnessed violence; much 
of it unbelievably brutal. Some 
children saw their pregnant 
mothers sliced open and the 


foetus slaughtered; boys were 
forced to rape their mothers. 

In a study of more than 
3,000 Rwandan children, Au- 
gustin Gasovya, a psychologist 
at the trauma centre, found that 
almost 80 per cent lost relatives 
in the war; 40 per cent lost both 
parents and 55 per cent their 
sibling Abnt*t 70 per cent said 
they witnessed murder and 80 
per cent remembered hearing 
screams for help. More than 9 
per cent believed they would 
also die while 50 per cent wit- 
nessed massacres and 35 per 
cent saw other children kill or 
injure. The horror continues. 


The psychiatric nurse 
Doreen-Rose Bamureebe, an- 
other Tutsi raised in exile, says 
that despite the efforts of the 
trauma centre, Rwanda’s pover- 
ty has made victims of the chil- 
dren all over again. The 
genocide has left more than 
65,000 children raising younger 
siblings. Nigel Marsh, of World 
Vision, says: “These kids are he- 
roes. Can you remember being 
11? Can yon imagine being 11 
and looking after four other 
kids?” 

In Gitarama, south of Kigali, 
Julienne Uwonkunda. 14, takes 
care of Eugene, 1Z Cbantel, 8, 
and Francine, 4. She has been 
mother to them since she was 
11 and Francine was just two. 
She last saw her father at a Hutu 
road block in 1994 and her 
mother died of malaria two 
years later. 

Julienne is clever, a cham- 
pion vegetable grower in a 
Uhicef-sponsored scheme for 
cbOd mothers like her. In her 
tidy backyard, surrounded by ber 
siblings she struggles for com- 
posure as she remembers the 
horror of 1994. But tears flood 
her eyes when she says being a 
mother forced ber to leave 
school. International aid is dry- 
ing up in Rwanda now that the 
“emergency” is over. Try telling 
that to Rwanda's children. - 


Khmer Rhouge plotted against allies 


PHNOM PENH (AP) — The 
Khmer Rouge was plotting a re- 
turn to power, by betraying 
partners in peace talks and 
installing a government in Cam- 
bodia similar to its genocidal 
regime of the 1970s, according 
to papers discovered near -the 
borne of the late rebel leader Pol 
Pol. 

The politicafly explosive pa- 
pers lend credence to the 
strongman -Him Sen’s asser- 
tions that his bloody coup 
against his cb-prime minister. 
Prince Norodom Ranariddh, 
who . backed the negotiations, 
^wasjustifiedinordertostopthe 
'Khmer Rouge. 

The papers, obtained by the 
bi-weekly Phnom' Penh Post, 
provide the most detailed look 
yet at the mindset of the revo- 
lutionary movement from the 
time Pol Pat w» overthrown as 
leader last June until January 
this year. • . . , 

Three notebooks filled with 
dated .entries were found near 
Pol Pot’s hilltop home dose to 



Prince Ranariddh: Backed 
negotiations with guerrillas 

the Thai border, occupied this 
month by the Cambodian army. 
The Post, Cambodia’s most re- 
spected newspaper, published 
. the accounts yesterday. They 
quote Th Mok, the one-legged 
general who deposed FoJ Pat, ac- 
cusing the former leader of 
st ea lin g money from the organ- 
isation and saying he “flattered 
himself as the woriefs king”. 

POl Pat had $54m (£33m) 


spread across three bank 
accounts, senior guerrillas til- 
ed in the papers claim. The 
movement had tens of millions 
more in cash, gold and gems. 

Pol Pol 73, held under 
house arrest by his ex- 
comrades, died of a purported 
heart attack on 15 April during 
a retreat by TU Mole’s troops 
from a government offensive. 

Th Mok and other senior 
Khmer Rouge leaders seized 

power after Pol Pm executed his 

one-time defence minister, Son 
Sen, in a dispute over whether 
to hold peace negotiations with 
Prince Ranariddh. 

The prince pushed the talks 
forward, but Hun Sen opposed 
them and toppled the prince in 
a bloody coup last July. 

The papers show that the 
Khmer Rouge had planned to 
join Prince Ranariddh’s oppo- 
sition coalition, the National 
United From, to rebuild their 
own weakened forces and start 
clawing back power legally. 

They were plotting to betray 


him and set up their own agrar- 
ian regime, apparently not very 
different from the one that 
caused the deaths of as many as 
2 million people from forced 
labour, starvation and execution 
between 1975 and 1979. 

The new regime would be 
“led by the poor peasant 
fanner,” an eerie echo of their 
old Maoist-inspired creed. 

According to the papers, 
Prince Ranariddh believed be- 
fore he was deposed that the 
talks with the Khmer Rouge 
would gain him military and po- 
litical support against Hun Sen. 

The Khmer Rouge leaders 
say they were promised control 
of load bodies while the 
prince’s supporters would con- 
trol provincial political ma- 
chinery. Since he was ousted. 
Prince Ranariddh has repeat- 
edly- denied that bis armed 
forces had formed an alliance 
with the Khmer Rouge. 

The papers tell a different 
stray and show the guerrillas 
bad little respect for tbeir allies. 
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Can it be true? The BBC has funded a hew drama 
series which sends up the lunatic goings-on 
behind its own closed doors? By James Rampton 


AT A MEETING in Broadcasting House, 
the Controller of BBC Radio 4 marvels at 
the proliferation of new managers in bis net- 
work. “Well done," enthuses the Controller 
of Radio 2. “The more people you have do- 
ing the job you used to be able to do on 
your own, the better you're doing. Man- 
agement is what the BBC does nowadays. 
Surely you know that ... If the director- 
general makes the BBC any more efficient, 
it'll disappear. T hink how much licence- 
payers’ money he could save if we just 
stopped doing programmes altogether.’' 

This delicious scene comes from In the 
Red, a new comic three-part murder mys- 
tery which portrays a BBC ruled by ruth- 
less efficiency-drives and incomprehensible 
management-speak. The two controllers - 
played with evident relish by Stephen Fry 
and John Bird - go on to plot the down- 
fall of a philistine director-general whose 
sole concern is money. 

But who is making this seditious drama? 
Surely, it’s a new offering from Sky. owned 
by that arch-critic of the BBC Rupert Mur- 
doch? Or perhaps it has been produced by 
ITV, constantly battling with the BBC for 
ratings supremacy? Er, no. This mischie- 
vous new piece of BBC-bashing is actually 
being made by the BBC. Talk about a public 
act of self-immolation. 

John Bird - no, not Birt - applauds the 
BBC for making the series, whidi has been 
adapted by Malcolm Bradbury from Mark 
Tavener’s noveL “You spend all the film say- 
ing what an awful place the BBC is, but the 
BBC is the only channel in the world that 
would make something about how appal- 
ling it is. It’s also the only place where it 
would matter; if you said how appalling 
HTV was, nobody would care.*’ 

Tavener, who himself had a stint work- 
ing at the BBC, also commends the 
corporation's bravery. “It is a great re- 
flection of maturity on the part of the BBC 
that they are prepared to send themselves 
up on their own network. Can you imag- 
ine Sky commissioning ‘Rupert Murdoch, 
You Pillock’?” 

Mature or not, there is a suspicion that 
the BBC will forever use this as a force-field 
against criticism, a sort of “Get Out Of Jail 
Free” card. By getting their own retaliation 
in first, they hope that other more vicious 
critics won't be so swift to put the boot in. 
Are you watching, the Daily Mail? 

Yet, for John Sessions, who plays the 


part of Hercules Fortescue* a pathetically 
pernickety BBC personnel officer, the fact 
that the BBC are making / n the Red “is 
like the emperor walking thro ugh a crowd 
with a man whispering in his ear that he’s 
human or hitting him with 1 bladders, it’s 
the hallmark of a healthy democracy. 
Yon always need a bit of Spitting Image ' 
in society.” 

The series captures the sense that pol- 
iticking often seems more important than 
programme-making at the BBC “I’ve al- 
ways had the impression that Television 
Centre is like a Renaissance court,” says 
Bird. “There is this feeling tha t the exec- 
utives are cardinals in a Jacobean tragedy 
waiting to parson each other. There is the 
Frist Murderer and the Second Murderer. 
That carries over into this series. 

“Then there’s all this management- 
speak. They now have directorates - I 
thought only the KGB had directorates. It’s 
amazing, just like John Le Carrfi. There’s 
tins absurd thingof BBC departments hav- 
ing to buy Q-Tips and studfotime from each 
other. They used to say that in Russia, no- 
body knew what anything cost At theBBC 
that’s all they know. The message the series 
ends with is that the lunatics should be put 
back in charge of the asylum - which is a 
good idea. It should be run not by the 
people who talk Harvard Business School- 
speak. but by the lunatics, the people who 
make programmes.” 

As you might expect, all this has raffled 
a few Armani-dad feathers in the higher 
echelons of the BBC coop. “There have 
been requests for scripts from senior BBC 
sources,” Sarah Smith, the series producer, 
says coyly, “and there was a flurry of phone 
calls about the director-general character.” 

Disquiet within the corporation was only 
heightened when it emerged who had been 
cast as the director-general: Michael Wear- 
ing, the maverick former head of drama 
serials who left the BBC after some none- 
too-flattering comments about the way the 
organisation was being run. “Wb auditioned 
a lot of people for that part,” Smith ex- 
plains, “but it was hard to find someone 
who has the right gravitas. When Michael 
accepted the part, he said, T approve of 
anything that gives the BBC a sense of 
humour.' After initial concern at the BBC . 
about the casting they decided they should 
take it as a joke. It would have been 
far worse PR to ask us to re-shoot the 








Warren Clarke as the hero, George Cragge (above), an unreconstructed, okJ-schoot BBC crime reporter who is taring the battle apinst the forces of red tape 


. director-general scenes having already 
spent all that money on them." 

Sessions trusts that the BBC win be able 
to see the funny side. “In the Soviet 
Union, if they didn’t like what somebody 
said, they’d send them to the salt mines.! 
sincerely hope John Birt doesn't react in 
the same way. Can you imagine the head- 
line? ‘Richard Wilson [who plays the 
chairman of the BBC Board of Governors] 
vanishes - he’s having to work for 
Grampian and teach Scottish country 
dancing in the Cairngorms'." 

Smith also believes die BBC should be 
big enough for a bit of internal mickey- 
taking “fd be much more worried about 
the BBC if no one there had commissioned 
this. I would have been very sad if Td had 
to take the project to Channel 4 - that 
would have been almost the end of the BBC 
as far as Tm concerned. It would have been 
far worse PR to turn it down than to make 
it. At the end of the.day, it's only jokes. If 
the BBC areh’t strong enough to take jokes, 
then the world is in a parlous state.” 

In the series, the BBC is merely a para- 
digm of the way huge corporations are in- 


creasingly in the grip of bureaucracy. “Td 
pul the BBC together with any large 
organisation - the NHS, or the education 
service - in the way that it has undergone 
what I call a ‘managementisatian’ process," 
Smith says. “Everybody mil recognise 
it The series has a go at that culture.' 
The hero, George Cragge, is a bloke 


creative people feel crushed by them. 
Whether it’s in a university, a school or a . 
hospital, management-speak is very much 
in play and accountants and bottom-liners 
have the upper hand.” 

One such is Fortescue. “He’s a deeply 
sad and anal man,” Sessions says. “He’s got 
his PhD in Physics from Bangor and now 


Who is making this seditious drama? Surety, 
it's a new offering from Sky, owned by 
that arch-critic of the BBC, Rupert Murdoch 


who thinks that managementisation is 
bollocks." , 

Bradbury chips in that In the Red “is 
about faceless men in suits and bureaucrats 
■ — it’s the story of every institution. Every- 
where people who have learnt management 
s kills are in the ascendancy, and ori ginal. 


has a sad office full of pie-charts and files 
- the only way he can negotiate with the 
world. He has a sexual fantasy of being 
beaten with microphone-cable by Kate 
Adie, but he doesn’t connect with anyone. 
He's like a pen with legs.” Fighting a los- 
ing battle against the forces of red tape is 


Cragge (played by Warren Clarke), an un- 
reconstructed. old-school BBC crime re- 
porter, whose idea of news-gathering is 10 
pints of Guinness and a chicken vindaloo 
with a contact He rails against the new 
ultra -efficient BBC news-room “where 
the average age is 11 and yon have to go 
and stand in the middle of Oxford Circus 
to have a fag”. . . ft. 

“We came up against this ridiculous sit- 
uation when we. were filming in Broad- 
casting House,” Clarke chuckles. “We’d just 
finished a scene where the John Sessions 
character tells me to stub out a cigarette, 
when a real BBC commissionaire shouted 
at us: ‘Oi, this is a: non-smoking building. 

Put that out’" 

Fry had a similar expOTence. *A BBC ex- 
ecutive came onto the set and said; “What 
are you cluttering up Broadcasting House t *». 
for?" “I’m sorry," I replied “we're making : ■*' 
a programme.” “Tm just going to a meet- 
ing to stamp out this sort of nuisance," he 
said He had clipboards under his arm, and 
I dare say a few flow-charts, too.” . 




!-•* *r -is *- 

- ' •*- 


[: F -r 


‘In the Red’ starts on BBC2 on Tuesday. 
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ARTS DIARY 
BY DAVID LISTER 


WHICH ONE OF THESE FINE BRITISH 
ARTISTS DESERVES TO WIN THE 
NATWEST ART PRIZE? 
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I. Zip 

Sue Arrowsmith 


2. Untided (Spin) 
Alexis Harding 


3. Sea Inventory Drawings 
Opening Swell 
Tacita Dean 


4. Untitled 
Alan Brooks 






S. Fragofe (Winged) 
Alexantfra Barartser 


6. A Balcony In 
Port Grhrauld 
Jeff Gtobons 


7. Exposed Painting. 
OSve Green 
CaBum Irmes 



8. Honeybun 
Nicky Hoberman 


9. Without Tide 10. Snap on Silver Event 
SybiHe Berger Luke Caulfield 


II. Cell 
Jason Martin 


Don’t miss this week’s Sunday Review, your chance 
to judge the above young artists for yourself and win 

one of five fabulous prizes. . 

NatWest Group 


ONE OF the less appealing as- 
pects of “Creative Britain” is the 
apparent desire of 10 Downing 
Street to shield the womenfolk 
- to borrow a favourite phrase 
of John Prescott - Cram works 
of art. 

At the G8 summit (his week 
the wives of the summit leaders 
were to have had dinner at the 
newly opened Ikon Gallery in 
Birmingham. I learn that the 
Foreign Office had agreed |o the 
venue; and the- dinner there 
was only cancelled after Foreign 
Office officials took photo- 
graphs at the Ikon and showed 
them to Downing Street officials. 

What was it at the Ikon 
that so worried Tbny Blair's 
staff? It was an installation by 
Nancy Spem, the internation- 
ally renowned 73-year-old 
American feminist artist In it 
she explores fetishistic images 
of women to celebrate female 
sexuality. The installation large- 
ly features ancient motifs of 
women, some of whom appear 
to be brandishing dildoes. 

To the amazement of staff at 
the Ikon, they were told short- 
ly before the summit that the 
venue had been changed. No 
official reason was given. But 
unofficially some staff are con- 
vinced that 10 Downing Street, 
and in particular Alastair 
Campbell, the Prime Minis- 
ter’s press secretary,- were 
alarmed that the tabloid press 
might make too much of the 
juxtaposition of the First Ladies 
and the naked ladies. 

Elizabeth Macgregor, di- 
rector of the Ikon, said last 
night: “We would have been 
greatly honoured by a visit and 
it was good that it was consid- 
ered- It’s very disappointing 


that the dty wasn't able to 
show off one of its new 
facilities to the GS leaders." 

Tm loath to believe that 
Cherie Blair, Hillary Clinton 
and the other first ladies are 
really such delicate flowers that 
they would have had to reach 
for the smelling salts after see- 
ing Ms Spero’s installation. But 
I can all too readily believe that 
even in Chris Smith's “creative 
Britain”, the Government’s 
propaganda machine is so .wor- 
ried about tabloid reaction that 
it not only makes a patronising 
and condescending gesture to 
some of the world's most im- 
portant women - it also passes 
up a chance to give a new art 
gallery an international profile. 

Nothing to do with me, mut- 
tered the Secretary of State for 
Culture, Chris Smith, when the 
party-poopers an the Arts 
Council drama panel ruined his 
book launch on Thursday night 
by resigning en masse. Arms' 
length principle and all that 
The council makes its own de- 
cisions, Smith reminded us. 

But he does not escape en- 
tirely. The drama panel chair- 
woman Thelma Holt, the 
award-winning West End pro- 
ducer, tells me she was partic- 
ularly “distressed”. She wrote 
to Smith saying she intended to 
resign a week ago, and he 
hadn’t bothered to reply. 

Such personal snubs can 
rankle. They can even make 
people upstage your book 
launch and embarrass you. Tb 
quote a phrase that used to be 
current in Chris Smith’s Isling- 
ton constituency: “The per- 
sonal is political." 

The films minister Tom 

Clarke enjoys taking the mick- 
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Spero’s art (above) was thought to be too lewd for the ladies Photograph: Sean Paget/NTl 






ey out of the international 
press at the Cannes Film Fes- 
tival. Asked what his favourite 
film is, he replies Ghv Us A 
Goal and then asks the baffled 
press corps who tire director 
was. Answer it was none oth- 
er than Tbm Clarke in his 
youth making a film about his 
beloved Queen of the South 
football club. But now the ta- 
bles have been turned on the 
minister. The Hollywood Re- 
porter has been making merry 
at Darke’s expense. 

A reporter from the Repeat- 
er (imagine having to announce 
yourself as that on a daily basis) 
was following Clarke round the 
film festival, when the minister 
stopped at a poster for the film 
Stringer and remarked proudly 
of the man featured in a pony- 
tailed while wig; “There’s my 
countryman.” It did indeed look 
a little like Sean Connery - but 
a lot more like Burt Reynolds, 
who it in feet was. 


Book Collectors 


Visit the 

P.B.F.A. June Book Fairs 

at the 

Hotel RosseD 

Russell Square, London, WC1 


24° exhibitors at two fairs offer 
mrv and secomlhuml books, decorative prints, 
maps und ephemera for sale - 

Admission by catalogue - £5 • ' 

Organised by PBFA, The Old Coach House. 16 Mekjoum ' 
_ Street, Royston, SG8 7BZ. Tel: 01763 248400 - 


V 


”■■■■ k ■ -V: 











a 


can 


-i.t 

.;z w-s 


51 






Jtki 




ty> 




19/FEATURES 


TH E INDEPENDENT 
SATURDAY 23 MAY 1«>*8 

19 


True romance 


just 


microceleb on the make? 


Ann Treneman 

investigates a match 
made in tabloid 
heaven and finds that 
all is not as it seems 

THE village of Great Stukeley near Hunt- 
ingdon, is home to John Major and not a 
else. Only the birds make much of a 
noise around here. Crime is low and you 
can see why; the only thing I can think of 
takiqg is a nap. Bur all of that changes when 
I start to ask a few questions about the for- 
mer Prime Minister's son James, and his 
brand new fiancfie, Emma Noble. Then, as 
Major senior himself would say, thing; got 
considerably more lively. 

^News is created by the media and not 
by rail people,” says Bernard Crocombe 
at the Three Horseshoes pub. “Why don’t 
you ask me about my son? What about your 
sex life? I think it’s.appalling that you are 
asking about their sex life!” I protest. I am 
not asking about anybody^ sex life. Another 
businessman turns it into a privacy issue. 
“There is too much about people’s private ' 
lives in the press and the media generates 
it," he states with a flourish. The landlord 
was jollier, hit just as sure. Tm sure 
the Sun is behind this. They are behind 
everything in Britain!” 

Wrong. The story of Emma Noble and 
James Major is not about private lives, sex 
lives or even the Sun. It is about money and 
infl’^pce and the strange Nineties world 
of the instant micro-celebrity. The media 
is a player and a pawn in this game, but 
the strings are being pulled by a branch of 
the public relations industry called personal 
management In this case the man who 


‘It was instant attraction 
over champagne,’ said 
one of those friends 
who talk to tabloids . 


should step forward out of the shadows is 
Neil Reading. Al 28, be may look like a 
schoolboy but no one (except he) would 
deny he has the Svengali touch. He man- 
ages many others too, including die likes 
oLMicbael Flatley and, yes, Melinda 
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It has been a good week for him. 
Three months ago no one really knew or 
cared about James and Emma except 
friends, family and the odd patron of glam- 
our calendars and TV game shows. Last 
week the two got out of a taxi and made 
the front page. The news? Well, James bad 
on a velvet suit and Emma was wearing, 
er, not very much really. As the Mail said 
(over the picture): “That’s a nice suit 
James.” As the Sun said (over the picture): 
“Fashion or trashion?” 

The answer, as it turns out, was haute 
couture actually. On closer inspection — it 
was that kind of picture - the-dress was re- 
vealed to be a transparent vision by the de- 
sign wunderidhdJuliea MacDonald. It cost 
£2^500, was on loan for the night and the 
only other one that exists is on loan to Janet 
Jackson. The dress comes with a black slip, 
the designer’s studio said, and the slip was 
bjjtefmitely sent with the dress to Ms Noble. 

' Somewhere- the rumour is, in the taxi - 
the slip got lost So; when Ms Noble stepped 
out of the taxi', her G-string was showing. 
Was that couture 10071*10, said the studio, 
that was the model’s own. 

So how did this all happen? After all 
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James and Emma only met each-other on 
19 February in the Green Room nightclub 
at the CafS Royal in London. The answer 
to that has to be: pretty damn fast 
Emma, 26 and from Sidcup, left her lo- 
cal comprehensive at 16 to become a hair- 
dresser, but quickly found that modelling 
(and particularly topless) paid more. She 
changed her hair- “I used to have dark 
hair," she said in 1995, “and would always 
get chosen for the sultry shots, but now Tm 
blonde and Tm trying to be sweet and sexy. 


not sultry. But I suppose you've got to stick 
with what you do best.” Her breasts got 
larger. “My bust enhancement was my own 
personal choice,” she told Hello! “There 
is no way I would change my body just for 
my career." She has been on the books at 
the Samantha Bend model agency for some 
eight years and, for the last three of those, 
has been a hostess on The Price is Rigfit. 

James, 23 and from Great Stukeley, was 
educated at £4,500-a-year Kimbolton 
School, near Peterborough. He left with 


three A-levels to become a management 
trainee at Marks & Spencer. His parents 
never allowed any publicity shots of the 
family and, until Emma, Major Jnris only 
claim to fame was his relationship with a 
woman 12 years his senior. He recently left 
M&S for a job at the Green Room. (It may 
sound out of character but, don't forget, 
this is the CamOy of garden gnomes and 
trapeze artists.) He is a bit of a lad and very 
much one that likes and is liked by the girls. 

And so, on 19 February, Emma met 


James and two worlds collided. “It was in- 
stant attraction over a glass of champagne,” 
said one of those friends who always seem 
to talk to the tabloids. “They just got along.” 
Within four days he bad taken her to meet 
his parents. The Majors have said they liked 
her a lot. But then they would, wouldn't 
they? 

Perhaps the most important factor in 
what has 'happened over the past few 
months is that at some point this year Ms 
Noble decided to leave her agency. 




SPLASH OUT ON FANTASTIC OFFERS THIS WEEKEND! 
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“We think it was about four months ago. 
She wauled personal management and we 
are a model agency.” said Mike Dia- 
mond, of Samantha Bond. I catch up with 
Nefl Reading on his hands-free mobile and 
he says that Emma came over to him in 
January. So not after she met James then? 
-No,” he says, “that is absolutely not tree.” 

The first we saw of James and Emma 
was the “canoodling” picture at the pre- 
p»fta hash in eariv March. Neil denies man- 
aging this, personally or otherwise. Ti was 
a slow week in Fleet Street and the whole 
thing went bananas. Let’s face it, if there 
had been some proper news around it 
would have made a lead in William Hick- 
ey or Dempster and perhaps page three of 
the Sun and the other red-tops. But it's 
hardly front-page stuff” 

But surely be made a phone call? 
(Photo agencies, PR and the celebrity mag 
and tabloid trade all work so closely that 
such things can lake place almost by os- 
mosis.) Neil protests again, perhaps a lit- 
tle bit too much. “I didn’t even know they 
were going! The first I knew was when 
(the Mirror editor] Piers Morgan rang me 
at S o’clock that nigbt and said: ‘Neil, what 
is your client doing with James Major at 
Planet HollywoodT" RigfaL 

Nefl Reading is not saying much about 
the nuts and bolts of his job. T’ro not go- 
ing to tell you what 1 do,” he said. OK, but 
what is the key factor with someone like 
Emma Noble? “It’s not just a question of 
making them a household name," be says. 
“It’s positioning them correctly within the 
media." 

The past few months have been busy on 
the positioning front Mr Major has decided 
to leave the Green Room to set up his own 
nightclub. Ms Noble has left The Price is 
Right. She wants to be a television pre- 
senter. So far she has presented one edi- 
tion of Exclusive on Channel 5 and 
something is in the’ works with ITV. Her 
endorsement fees have reportedly risen 


The Majors have said 
they liked her a lot. 
But then they would, 
wouldn’t they? 


from £2,000 to £7,000 fora few hours' work. 
She is in demand with “hundreds" of calls 
coining in. She has granted a few interviews 
and posed with bra and cat for Hello! 

And there was also the lirtle matter of 
a proposal. This took place at the Monte 
Carlo Music Awards in early May. The of- 
ficial announcement appeared in the 
Times on 14 May. The unofficial one ap- 
peared in the Sun on the same day. The 
headline was “Amazing Love Tory”. It was 
a short courtship but such things do run 
in the family: after all, John Major proposed 
to Norma Wagstaff after knowing her just 
20 days back in 1970. The occasion, in their 
case, was the GLC elections. 

Neil Reading is hurt by claims that 
James and Emma's only true love is pub- 
licity. There has been lots of bitching and 
sniping, saying the whole thing is a PR stunt 
and that the relationship was created. This 
is not the case.” He says the wedding, when 
it comes, will not be public. Tm not sure 
I believe him. “If it wasn't that the two of 
them are so in love and such strong-willed 
people, the media could quite easily have 
split them up,” he insists. 

So you see how the media is to blame 
again. Back in Great Stukeley, the after- 
noon is wearing on. 1 find Martin Gross 
hammering a shed together in his back gar- 
den. He says Emma and James may be in 
love but they also certainly like the pub- 
licity. And the outcome? “Let me put it this 
way, 1 don’t see a wedding." 
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Give politicians 
a chance, too 


IT IS easy to be cynical about our politicians, especially in a week when 
one former Cabinet minister has been charged with perjury and conspir- 
acy to pervert the course of justice. But, as we wait for die results of yes- 
terdays’ referendums, we should consider the achievement af the architects 
of the Good Friday Agreement. John Major and Tbny Kafr had no need 
to get involved in trying to solve a problem which had mined the careers 
of politicians going back at least as far as Pitt the Ybunger, forced to re- 
sign when the King refused to allow Roman Cathohd emancipation. 

Mr Major’s motives were both intangible and honourable. He identi- 
fied Northern Ireland as one of his first priorities when he became Prime 
Minister, although he found it bard to pinpoint why. “It had been in my 
min d for a long time. .. The thought kept running through my mind that 
if the killing was happening in Surrey it wouldn’t be acceptable. But I was 
never in a position to do anything about it. When I came to No 10, how- 
ever, I realised I was in a position to do something about it,” he told His 
biographer, Anthony Seldon. 

Tbny Blair’s motives are similar. Again, as a man of reason and com- 
passion, he felt compelled to use the power of high political office to do 
what could be done to prevent, or at least minimise, the killing Bertie Ah- 
em, John Hume, David Trimble and Mo Mowlam equally deserve hi g h 
praise for their public service. 

It is a far cry from the popular view: “Only out for themselves. TUI you 
what you want to hear. All as bad as each other.” Common sentiments, 
but wrong. A few politicians are venal, corrupt, self-seeking and amoral. 
And, as a group, they tend to be over-endowed with vanity , and ambition. 
But they also tend to be more idealistic than the average, and more prac- 
tically concerned with the welfare of their fellow citizens. 

Most politicians follow a familiar sequence. They start as idealists, impa- 
tient with compromise, and become gradually more pragmatic with age. Of- 
ten, amid the ruthless calculations necessary to make it to the top, they lose 
sight of the human values which first Inspired them. In any case, the service 
of the public good becomes easily confined with vainglory. One of the mo- 
tives for any prime minister in Ireland has always been to secure their place 
in history. Indeed, all the architects of the Good Friday Agreement want to 
bask in public approval. That is no bad thing , however, and as a cri ticism it 
is a far ciy from the cynical assumption that all politicians are sleazeballs. 










Politicians are subject to many universal human weaknesses: they can 
be stupid greedy and dishonest But they are also more likely than most 
to seek, as John Smith said in his unintended epitaph, “the chance to serve”. 
Theirs is the spirit of restlessness on which civilisation has been built: the 
desire to order society better, to make a difference to people’s lives. 

As a class, politicians are as much distrusted as lawyers and journal- 
ists, but they are, as one commentator has characterised them, “honest op- 
portunists”. As we await the verdict of the peoples of the island of Ireland, 
we should pause to praise the politicians. 

If only Blair’s Babes 
would complain 

IT WAS a formidable right a year ago as they gathered round Tbny for 
that picture. Some were ingfnues; some craven followers of the line; oth- 
ers first-rate additions to the legislature - in proportions no different from 
the new men in town. What the women had in common wasn’t the “Babe” 
tag or the suits. What they offered was the promise of their numbers— here, 
at las t, a critical mass , sufficient women members of the majority party to 
make a difference to the conduct of the House of Commons itself. Sure- 
ty they. New Labourites, modernisers, would want to launch an assault on 
this temple of antediluvian working practices, stupid ceremony and the dullest 
of rituals. Yet they haven't. They have fitted in, kept mum, gone with the 
manly flow of things as they always were. Some women MPs have even 
become apologists for the system, its hours and its paraphernalia. Their 
capitulation ranks as one of the greatest disappointments of the Blair era. 

That’s why the Tribune attack on “whingers” is misplaced. If only they 
had complained and done something about it. Feminists! Then at least we 
might have seen them pressing unstoppabty for alterations in the antiquated 
practices of the place. It's not a question of party loyalty. Women MPs elect- 
ed in Blair's landslide were obliged to hew closely to the line on big- 
ticket issues such as taxing and spending — though it has been surprising 
how little back-up they have offered Harriet Harman in her battles over 
quint essentially “women’s issues” such as childcare. What is so dismaying j 
is that as a group, a formidable parliamentary phalanx; they have done noth- 
ing to force Arm Taylor’s hand during her review of Commons’ conduct. 
Why shouldn't debates take place when the rest of the country works; why 
no experiments with electronic voting, properly equipped offices, region- 
al sittings (for select committees), new rules of debate? If the job takes an 
unacceptable toll on family life, change it 

Yet this ambiguity of attitude on the part of the women elected in 1997 
is, unfortunately, all too symptomatic of this government's worst tenden- 
cies. It looks good The rhetoric promises much. But when it comes to the 
sheer slog of institutional change, the wiD and the energy are just not there. 

Nosey nanny state 

THE NANNY state has poked its nose in the window of the wendy house, 
leading standards officers have issued a warning about the safety of out- 
door playhouses: “danger points” include hinges and windows which can 
trap fingers, splinters and protruding nails. Well, we never. This is surety 
tniring public protection too for: in the end safety features cannot substi- 
tute for parental or in loco vigilance. Trading standards officers could bet- 
ter employ their scarce resources in protecting consumers from dangers 
they cannot judge, such as forgeries, geneticalty-modified or irradiated food 
and cowboy electricians and gas fitters. Time to make the playhouse out 
of bounds to Nanny. 





Sftsst, 



A French high-speed TGV train, popular with passengers, but heavily subsidised (see letter, below right) 


PoWs’ protest 

Sir: The majority of Fhr East PoWs 
who survived brutal treatment at the 
hands of their Japanese (and Kore- 
an) guards have received disability 
pensions of up to 100 per dent since 
their return to Britain 53 yean ago. 
Others will have received ex gratia 
payments amounting to thousands of 
pounds. This recognises that it is the 
duty of a country to Iookafter its na- 
tionals who suffer as a consequence 
of war service; it is not that of the 
former enemy. 

In terms of overall financial com- 
pensation, therefore, theToWs con- 
tinue to oome off immeasurably 
better than those who did the actu- 
al fighting against the Japanese and 
were killed in action. (They have 
much else to be thankful for, not least . 
their lives.) The parents of my 19r 
year-old orderly killed in an attack, 
on a Japanese position in Burma re- 
ceived a one-off lump sum payment . 
of £60 for the loss of their brave son. 
This amount was less than each RaW 
received from Japan under the tenns 
of the 1951 Peace Treaty. 

As to the demonstration planned 
against the Emperor erf Japan (re- 
port, 22 May), which must also in- 
sult the Queen, members of the 
Burma Campaign Fellowship Group, 
inducting former PaWs, refuse point- 
blank to have any part of it Those 
PoWs and civilian internees who turn 
their backs on their Sovereign and 
her guests will forfeit the nation’s re- 
spect. They must call off their mon- 
ey-driven protest and instead help 
Britain and Japan to enter a new era 
as friends and partners. 
JOHNNUNNELEY 
Chairman? Burma Campaign 
Fellowship Group 
Petersham? Surrey 

Arts Council walkout 

Sir Geny Robinson's decisive action 
at the Arts Council will be applaud- 
ed by most artists who have long re- 
sented the self-interest groups which 
have made up the bulk of the Exec- 
utive’s so-called advisory panels and 
yearned for a serious and professional 
Arts CoundL Few have desired the 
panels’ intercession and many been 
suspidons of the self-appointed co- 
teries which have developed. 

Executive staff, highly respected 
by practising artists, and with a broad 
overview of the arts and serious 
knowtecjge of theirown art forms, wffl 
now be able to get on with what they 
do extremely well indeed - talking di- 
rectly to artists and taking decisions 
for which they are both responsible 
and accountable. Decisions in which 
seif-interest is not an issue. 

I doubt that anyone but Thelma 
Holt and her fellow panellists (“Exit 
left as Arts Council drama pane] re- 
signs", 21 May) will regret the pass- 
ing of “all these names, handpicked 
by me”. It has never been sensible 
for colleagues in a notoriously com- 
petitive profession to sit in judgement 
upon each other or for panel mem- 
bers to ride two horses - participate 
in grant decisions while benefiting 
from the public purse, the same pot, 
themselves. 

Gerry Robinson’s work is not 
about cost-cutting. It is about letting 
the buck step in the right place and 
providing a clear set of rules for de- 
rision-making which is finally and 
property transparent and profes- 
sional. 

JULES WRIGHT 
Artistic Director 
Womens Playhouse Trust (WPT) 
London E l 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
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Fax 0171 293 2056; e r mail : letlers@independera.co.uk E-mail correspondents are 
asked to give a postal address. Letters may be edited for length and clarity. 


Hague’s damaging stance 

Sir: You describe (leading article, 21 
May) William Hague's Eurosceptic 
position, as laid out in his recent 
speech in France, as a largely polit- 
ical gambit; a position which is ad- 
vantageous for both himself and his 
party to adopt, regardless of the na- 
tional benefits. This stance is not only 
mercenary, but also potentially very 
damaging to the interests of those 
whose votes he seeks. 

The strength of a currency rests, 
in the final instance;, on the confi- 
dence placed in it tty the people who 
use it If Mr Hague has any real and 
specific concerns about the . euro, 
then of course he should voice them, 
but simpty attempting to inculcate 
fear, of all things European is both 
dangerous and shameful. 

Nomatterwhat Mr Hague or any- 
one else may wish for, the euro is go- 
ing to happen.'He cannot bring it 
down; it is too late to stop. And for 
all our sakes we had better hope it 
is a thumping success, because like 
it or not we will all be affected by it 
The only winners of a euro failure, 
whether Britain is in or out, would 
be the financial vultures and the po- 
litical nationalists; the rest of us 
would have to suffer the costs. 

I would like to think that, given 
the choice, Mr Hague would prefer 
to be Leader of the Opposition in a 
successful. Britain than the Prime 
Minister of a struggling one, but per- 
haps be feels differently. 

ROBIN PRIOR. 

SouthaO, Middlesex 

Mothering: a full-time job 

Sir: As Oliver James points out 
(Britain on the couch, 19 May) , 
whether our nature (genetic inher- 
itance) or our early nurture is the 
more important determinant of bow 
we turn out, is still subject to frill in- 
vestigation. He rightly emphasises the 
importance of this research because 
“many clinicians believe early in- 
fantile neglect is an important cause 
of mental illness in adulthood”. 

In the absence of this vital evi- 
dence, it seems to me extraordinary 
that the Government is prepared to 
spend vast sums of taxpayers’ mon- 
ey on encouraging mothers not to 
bring up their young children but to 
hand them over to childcare agencies. 

I would use the funds to provide sub- 
stantial tax benefits to mothers who 
care for their children up to the age 


of five, based on the precautionary 
principle' that society does not need 
more emotionally damaged and dis- 
turbed chiklren, teenagers and adults. 

I find it difficult to understand 
why women feel impelled to have 
structured, ladder-climbing careers 
like men. I have enjoyed three “suc- 
cessful” careers- the most fully re- 
warding of which was motherhood. 
Dr ANNE-CAROLE CHAMIER 
■Ardrass, Ross, and Cromarty 

Sin Suzanne Moore wonders what 
mothers did before they went to work 
(Comment, 20 May). Being a moth- 
er is work and no other job requires 
the same diversity of skids: being able 
to negotiate, arbitrate, manage one’s 
time and answer a range of questions 
from why does an aeroplane remain 
in the sky to who will bury me when 
I die. 

■ For the child, shouldn’t it be their 
right to be mothered by their moth- 
er? Why do women have children 
only to hand them over to be cared 
for by someone else? Going out to 
work is the easy option; your day is 
structured for you, the job descrip- 
tion written. I would challenge any- 
one to produce an adequate job 
description for “mother of two”, un- 
less, of course, the main respansibiHty 
was paying the cM dr-minder. 
LESLEY WILLIAMS 
Kings Stanley, Gloucestershire 

Parc teething problems 

Sin I welcome Stephen Shaw’s let- 
ter following his recent visit to Pare 
Prison (21 May). His generous com- 
ments on the design of the prison and 
the commitment of our staff are 
much appreciated. 

As with all new prisons - both 
public and private - Parc has had 
teething problems and an action plan 
has been drawn up to rectify them. 
As a governor with more than 30 
years' experience in the Prison Ser- 
vice, I am wholly committed to im- 
plementing best practice at Parc. 

Earlier this week the Home Sec- 
retary indicated that privately built 
and managed prisons offer best val- 
ue for money. His statement follows 
a report by the Home Affairs Select 
Committee which concluded that pri- 
vately managed prisons should be al- 
lowed to develop further. 

I am determined to ensure that 
the performance of Pare Prison con- 
tinues to improve and believe that 
the quality of service at Pare will jus- 


tify the Government’s confidence in 
the private prison sector. 
BOBDIXON 
Director, HM Prison Pare 
Bridgend, Mid Glamorgan 

Third World debt 

Sin Andreas Whittam Smith (Com- 
ment, 19 May) is wrong: there is no 
paradox at all in the concept of 
lender’s responsibility. My father, a 
retired banker, describes what was 
dinned into him as the “canon of 
good lending": that lending is a 
proposition based on the borrower 
being able to repay and having a suf- 
ficiently good reason for taking out 
the loan in the first place, Any lend- 
ing which runs the risk of becoming 
an unrepairable debt or r uining the 
borrower is bad lending. 

That the Third World borrowers 
have on occasions been corrupt or 
naive is not open to question. But the 
real paradox is this: the poor saw lit- 
tle or no benefit from the loans, and 
are now being expected to bear the 
brunt of the suffering. 

JAMES MB McLaren 
Cheltenham, Gloucestershire 

Fight to save duty-free 

Sir: lb accuse duty-free campaigners 
of “greed” for trying to save one of 
Europe’s most popular and success- 
ful industries, employing over 140.000 
people, is as insulting as it is unin- 
formed (leading article, 20 May). 

Independent studies of the im- 
plications of abolition cannot be so 
arrogantly dismissed as “extreme 
predictions”. Abolition of duty-free 
will affect everyone - costing EU tax- 
payers up to £63bn over the next five 
years. The fight to save duty-free 
goes on. 

BARRY GODDARD 
Secretary General 
Duty Free Confederation 
London SW1 

Army discipline 

Sir. Your leading article on the 
“groping chaplain” (20 May) is un- 
duty censorious of the Army. Inap- 
propriate sexual behaviour is not 
unknown in many workplaces nnH so- 
cial contexts, and is usually ignored. 

Only in the Army is it deemed 
necessary to bold a court martini t in- 
evitably attended by media reports. 
ANTHONY B ELLINGTON 
Horsham, West Sussex 


Cost of high-speed trains 

Sir: Murray Hughes (letter. 22 
May) rites the expected increase in 
the share of Paris-Brnssels travel 
held by train as evidence of the pop- 


not say what the subsidy on thisTfiie 
is, but according to a recent report 
from your Paris correspondent, 
less than half the cost of the French 
TGV system is covered by fares. 
Would these trains be so popular 
if passengers had to pay the full 
costs? 

One traditional justification for 
subsidising railways is to divert traf- 
fic from the environmentally dam- 
aging modes of travel by air and 
road. But it is not deqr that high- 
speed trains, as distinct from con- 
ventional trains, are . more 
enviromnentaOy friendly than air. 
Moreover, by releasing airport slots 
now used for short routes such as 
London-Paris or FariS-Brussels for 
longer air journeys, the introduction 
of high-speed trains actually in- 
creases air travel. 

Very little car travels consists of 
journeys between the centres o£ 
large cities, which are the nature- 
market for high-speed trains. It is 
certainly desirable , to reverse the 
trend towards longer car journeys, 
but subsidies to the competition are 
an expensive and ineffective way of 
doing so. The problem is best tack- 
led by lower and better enforced 
speed limits, perhaps accompa- 
nied by increases In the cost of 
motoring- . 

We need better rural and regional 
passenger services and more rail 
freight We do not need high-speed 
trains. 

STEPHEN PLOWDEN 
London NW1 

Cruelty to hedgehogs . 

Sir: Newton Emerson (letter, 22 
May) is in error concerning the 
case oF the student killing a hedge- a. 
hog in a microwave oven. " 

No human being was harmed, it 
is true, but hedgehogs are not piz- 
zas, they are living and, more im- 
portantly, sentient creatures. It was 
an act of annallintr mn»itv 


QUOTE UNQyOTE 


“I wonder sometimes: will life ever stop moving at 
this impossibly whirlwind pace?" - Chris Smith, Cul- 
ture Secretary, discussing his job. 

“I didn’t know Mars Bars were kosher. How won- 
derful” —The Prince of Whies. 

“As we can now see dearly, the Government's new 
ethical polity turns out to be mainly paint and 
plaster” - Lord (Douglas) Hurd, former Foreign 
Secretary. 

“If I was a politician and I got up to this sort of stuff, 
1 would worry. But I'm a silly-faced actor and it's my 


job” - Martin Clunes describing the TV hit Men Be- 
having Badly. 

“If knowing what you want and going for it makes 
you a bitch, then chat’s a label I would like to earn" 
- Kzabeth WietzeJ, writer and feminist campaigner. 

“Conservative Party policy is not unlike a Wagner 
opera. It is not always as bad as it sounds” - Jerry 
Hayes, former Conservative MP. 7 

“I was the original Spice GirL I didn’t wear boots, 
bull wore see-through things. There’s nothing 
they wear that I didn’t wear” Shirley Bassey. 


“ mm. W* MMupcsion lot liv- 

ing tilings . Many people do find this 
disgusting. 

Mr Emerson wrongly asserts 
that the law has a higher obligation 
than to reflect society’s disgust It 
is not a crime to lack compassion, 
it is to give expression to it and the 
law against cruelty to animaty Js on 
the statute books for the same 
reason other crim ina l law exists, be- 
cause society finds the actions 
proscribed to be seriously unac- 
ceptable. 

STANLEY TYRER 
Bury. 

Lancashire 

Paying the Saudi nurses 

Sir. The release of the nurses Lucffle 
McLnuchfan and Deborah Par™ 
by the Saudi authorities seemTto 

have prompted a remarkable cfaanae 

of heart on the part of the tabloid 
press. 

Only a couple of weeks ano 
judging by their reaction to the 
Mary Bell case, it was morally re- 
Ef 2 P * y 00 A nvicted criminals 
Are we to assume 
, “ their m °ral outrage is sim- 

ply the bawling of those too dowto C 
get an exclusive deal 9 TO 

HELEN JOHNS 
London SE5 
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An agony uncle writes: take no 
need of the generation gap 





AARON OVITCH 


WELL, when some old showbiz roufi ups 
and weds a lass 30 yeare younger than 
him, we know exactly what’s going on, 
don't we# It's the vampire's need to 
renew itself by sucking the lifeblood of 
youth. And if it is a famous late-middle- 
aged Her battening on the flesh of a Him 
almost young enough to be her husband, 
then we are all reminded (those of us old 
enough, at any rate) of Ursula Andress in 
the film version of She. 

But, somehow, when it’s the Treasury 
spokesthing for the Liberal Democrats 
' who is getting hitched to a woman half his 
age, it all seems less sinister. Malcolm 
t Bruce, aged 53, is not some ageing star 
attempting to prolong his professional life 
by bathing in girlish hormones. For a 
start, in politics it doesn't do to look 
too young. And Mr Bruce is a 
well-established sweetie of the kind who 
wearsiies at home on Saturdays. 

Yet his marriage later today to 
26-year-old Rosemary Vetterlein has 
brought them bath a flood of unwanted 
. advice and unsolicited comments (some - 
of them in this paper) - mostly 
unsumxntive. 

Columnists and agony aunts have 
pointed out that Rosemary is old enough 
to be his daughter, and - indeed.- is , - 
almost exaetty the same age^hfe .. 
daughter. And they are not 
over-impressed by the couple’s insistence 
that they themselves are not bothered by 
the gap. If they are not, goes the 
argument, then they bloody well ought 
to be. 

I suppose I ought to preface this 
section of my scribblings by stating the 
obvious truth that none of this is 
anybody's business but the Vetterlein- 
Bruces, and that perhaps we journalists 
ought to save our advice for those who 
ask for iL However, the horse is long 
.since bolted from that particular stable, 
its copious droppings stale on the cobbles 
leading to the wide world So maybe the - 
best I can do for Malcolm and Rosemary 
is to explain why I think they have done 
the Tight thing. 

In these pages yesterday, the estimable 
- and usually generous Virginia Ironside 


catalogued the pitfalls that lie ahead of 
the happy pair, while admitting 
(grudgingly and in an undertone) that it 
just might work. And it is, initially, to the 
items in her catalogue that I wish to 
address myself. 

Item one is the “.oldest dad in the 
playground” argument. All the other 
fathers, runs this legend, are limber men, 
blight of eye and fleet of foot. These 
chaps run races and catch balls with then- 
enchanted offspring, they are vitality «««< 
vigour acting as a ionic, p hasin g away 
childish enervation. But if Male and Rosie 
were to have babies together then - by 
the time they are in school - he'll be in his 
dotage. He won’t be able to see the ball, 
lest alone kick it. A new verse here for 
Ralph McTfelJ: Have you seen the old man 
outside the nursery gates? 

But ift an a myth. Tm a dad of 43 and 
I have never had to work so hard. 
Consequently, I’m never in the bloody 
playground- Never mind football, by the 
time the weekend comes it’s all I can do 
to keep awake while we watch a video 
together. Yesterday, I barely managed to 
make it my five-year-old's class assembly 
because I had to - among other things - 
slave away at this article. 

Had I been 65, though, and retired, I 
could have stuck around after the 
performance and congratulated her. What 

- my children want is my time, and when it 
comes to that, frankly, they would be 
better off if I was 20 years older or 20 
yearn younger. 

Okay lets move on to the inevitable 
“but he’ll die first”. "Well, darlings, 
-someone’s got to. There was a brief vogue 
in the Seventies for simultaneous 
orgasms, but they were hard enough to 
organise - simultaneous natural death 
must be harder still. So, one partner or 
the other is going to spend some time 
bereaved, and which would be preferable: 
losing your old man when you're young 
enough to do something about it. or 
having him snuff it when you are in your 
declining years and incapable of forming 
new attachments? 

Virginia's most ruthless argument, 
however, concerns sexual incompatibility. 
He’D be past it, she says, just when Shell 
be gagging for iL Now, my first thought is 
.that this is a haprpy inversion of the usual 
situation, and wfll cut out all the 
headache nonsense. But my second is that 
the long-term answer is, of course, to 
have children. Small children depress the 
libido of even the most rapacious woman 
' almost as much as football does, and for 
longer. % the time they are old enough 
to no longer act as a sexual brake, the 
. chances are (as we've discussed) that 

- He’D be dead, and She can look 
•elsewhere. 

RnaUy, I want to deal with the most 
insidious Ironsidism of all: what she calls 
“social generation”. Old Malcolm, bom in 
the mid-Forties, will have been a young 
man when the Beatles were in full flight, 
when San Flancxsco was the place to be, • 
and when Mick stomped the stage 
suggesting that we spend the night 
together. Rosemary, on the other band, 
was only six when Johnny Rotten gobbed 
his first phlegm over Julie Burchill. The 
gulf is too great 

But this too is nonsense. In the first 
place, practically all modern hits are 
simply cover versions of old records. My 
eigbt-y ear-old constantly asks me if 1 
know a newly released song - and I then 
sing her all the words. 

And, in the second, it wasn’t just 
grannies buying Sinatra albums in the 
shops this week you know. 


Why the world's most famous 
capitalist hated the free market 



DAVID 

USBORNE 


WATCHING Bill Gates defend 
himself hours after the Justice 
Department dropped its long- 
awaited anti-trust shoe on his 
software behemoth, Microsoft, 
last Monday, you were struck 
by a serenity in his demeanour. 
Through his boyish visage, 
there shone a conviction that 
he, not the government, is on 
the side of the angels. 

The lawsuit, which accuses 
Microsoft of manoeuvring to 
extend its crushing grip on the 
software industry to the newly 
discovered terrain of the Inter- 
net, was dismissed in indignant 
tone by Mr Gates as “a step 
backwards for America, for 
consumers and for the PC in- 
dustry, which is leading our 
nation's economy into the 21st 
century”. If Microsoft is guilty 
of anything, it is of innovating 
for the good of all of us. 

To fend off the devils of a 
bad conscience, tycoons have 
always armed themselves with 
ratio nalisati ons of their tactics. 
Tbday, thanks to tbe scholarship 
of the business biographer Ron 
Chemow, we have the chance 
to view the psychology of Mr 
Gates against an especially il- 
luminating historical backdrop 
- the story of that other icon of 
American enterprise who fell 
foul of Washington, John D 
Rockefeller Sr. 

With fortuitous timing, for 
readers and author, Mr Cher- 
now has just given us Titan, an 
opus appreciation of Rocke- 
feller that b being greeted as the 
most insightful and compelling 
read ever written about the man 
who created Standard OiL He 
was helped especially by the dis- 
coveryof 1,700 pages of notes 
of interviews conducted with 
Rockefeller himself for an au- 
thorised biography that never 
saw the light. 

Has Mr Gates read it? He 
should. While comparisons be- 
tween himself and Rockefeller 
should be taken only so far, the 
echoes from tbe days of Stan- 
dard 03 - from its founding by 
Rockefeller in 1880 to its break- 
up by order of the US Supreme 
Court in 1911 -to the predica- 
ment of Microsoft today are, at 
tbe very least, uncanny. 

It was, for example, largely 
as a result of Rockefeller’s 
ruthless reign that the Sherman 
Antitrust Act was signed into • 
law in 1890. It is oa that same 
act, still tbe Magna Carta of US 
government supervision of free 



A face to make trust-busters quake - John D Rockefeller Photograph: HuJron Getty 


competition, that the Justice 
Department bases its action 
against Microsoft today. 

And the two men are tied in 
this fashion; both stumbled at 
young ages upon a new element 
that was to revolutionise soci- 
ety. For Rockefeller it was oil, 
that first gushed from the Penn- 
sylvania sod in 1859, and for 
Gates it was the birth of the 
computer. Moreover, each 
managed to gain a a ear-90 per 
cent of the market in their cho- 
sen commodities, kerosene for 
the one and PC operating sys- 
tems for the other! . 

What JfockefcBer committed 
to win that dominance, how- 
ever, was surely more wicked 
than anything Gates could now 
be charged vdih. He crushed al- 
most all his refining rivals by a 
combination of predatory pric- 
ing, industrial espionage, the 
secret ownership of compa- 
nies that pretended to be rivals 
and, above all, the securing of 
bidden rebates from railroad 
companies for every barrel they 
shipped, not just of his ofl but 
of ofl produced by his com- 
petitors also. 

One small flhistration of- 
fered by Chemow. grocery 
stores offering kerosene from 
independent refiners were 
liable to find that, suddenly, a 
competing store would open 
across the street in which every- 


thing, not just kerosene, would 
be suspiciously cheap. 

Most infamously, in 1872, 
shortly after Rockefeller did his 
rail deal, he perpetrated tbe 
“Cleveland Massacre”, in one 
stroke taking over 22 of his 26 
rivals in the city. The result of 
the Rockefeller strategy of buy 
out or crush was the trust - or, 
more accurately, the monopoly 
- that Standard Oil quickly 
became. Or the “Octopus”, as 
contemporary reporters took to 
calling it ■ 

At the heart of Chernow’s 
book is the description of a man. 
who, not unfflee Gates, believed 
that, whatever others cared to 
say, his achievements were ul- 
timately aHfonhe greater good 
of society. Indeed, it was many 
years before public distrust of 
Rockefeller gained politically 
viable momentum. 

And for good reason. Rock- 
efeller seemed to embody the . 
qualities, beloved by Americans, 
of buccaneering enterprise and 
personal advancement More- 
over, Standard Oil cut the av- 
erage price of refined oil from 
23 cents a gallon to 7 cents. 

Similar dynamics have ap- 
plied to Mr Gates. While Mr 
Gates has earned enemies in his 
own industry, as Rockefeller did 
in his, for many ordinary Amer- 
icans he remains a hero rather 
than a villain. 


Most astonishing,, however, 
is the logic that Rockefeller 
espoused in justifying the cru- 
elty of his methods. Read 
Ouzrnow and you wonder if tbe 
man we. have considered the 
greatest capitalist of them all 
was actually a disciple of Karl 
Marx. 

He concluded in his own 
mind that the free market, so 
keenly espoused by the new lib- 
eral thinkers of the time, was 
instead a pestilence that had al- 
most crippled Standard OiL 
when, in its earliest days, it had 
faced the intrusions of johnny- 
come- lately refiners rushing 
for their share of the oil boom. 
He fulminated against the 
“chaotic conditions in which vir- 
tuous academic Know-Nothings 
about business ... were doing 
what they construed to be 
God’s service in eating each 
other up". 

God, thought Rockefeller, a 
devout baptist, would surely 
have blessed his model of do- 
ing business. He genteelly 
called it one of “co-operation” 
between players on the same 


geld; we, today, might prefer 
terms tike cartel or monopoly. 
“What a blessing it was," he 
opined, “that the idea of co-op- 
eration, with railroads, with 
telegraph lines, with steel com- 
panies, with oil companies 
came in and prevailed.” 

Critics who charged him 
with destroying competition, 
had misunderstood his saintly 
mission. He referred once to 

Standard Ofl as “the Moses who 
delivered them {the refiners] 
from their folly which had 
wrought such haroc in their for- 
tunes”. He went on: “It was not 
a process of destruction and 
waste; it was a process of up- 
building and conservation of all 
the interests ... in our efforts, 
most heroic, well meant - and 
I would say, reverently. Godlike 
- to pull this broken-down in- 
dnstiy out of the Slough of De- 
spond.” 

Was Rockefeller perhaps a 
Little crackers? How, in one per- 
sonality, could two such dispa- 
rate instincts be combined: tbe 
God-fearing figurehead, who, 
as Cbernow amply illustrates, 
was a fine and devoted husband 
and father, and the ruthless con- 
triver who knew no greater 
drive than the appetite for 
money? 

“I believe it is my duty to 
make money," Rockefeller 
said, “and still more money". In 
the same breath: “And to use 
the money I make for tbe good 
of my fellow man according to 
the dictates of my conscience.” 
And, indeed, the largesse of 
Rockefeller, also detailed in 
“Than", rightly established him 
as one of the greatest philan- 
thropists America has ever pro- 
duced. 

The singular legacy of Rock- 
efeller, however, was surely 
the Standard Ofl ruling of 191 1. 
It resolved the competition-vs- 
"co-operation” argument by 
setting in stone the equation of 
a free market governed at tbe 
same time by strict rules of fair 
play. And it established the 
right of the federal government 
to act to make sure those rules 
are obeyed. 

What words might John D 
impart to Gates if he were 
alive today? He would advise . 
first against underestimating the 
power of the Sherman Act 
And he would also note this 
irony: (he dismantling of Stan- 
dard Ofl made him far richer 
than he had ever been before. 


Beware the Fossil Tendency flexing its muscles 



TREVOR 

PHILLIPS 


t HAVE beren a member of four 

different trades onions in my 
lifetime:. Most of the ordinary 
trades unio n members I know 
are apt activists. But I under- 
stand how trades union leaders 
0 oftcairel^xxiltheirineinbeis. 
The rank-and-file ’s attitude 
to trades uakktism is almost 
• precisely the attitude that most 
people have to serious jour- 
natismon television: it’s not : re- 
. ally for them most of the time 
. \ -hut ttenk God it exists in mo- 
. . meats of disks.' 

.So far, there is hardly a 
workers’ revolt over the gov- 
. . er Bmeat , s White Paper Fairness 

At iftrih Few union members 
anrptob&bly aware of ft; and 
c^fewer w ant to think about 
-g it- Ibey^ content to trust that 

tiic Bf«nao53c knows where ft . 

' hr 


good for them. But there is a 
lurking contradiction in tbe 
Government's stance which 
may herald the first signs of the 
wheels coming off the bus. 

Mr Blair is no fool. He 
knows he still needs union 
backing to deliver many of his 
plans. Labour Conference res- 
•olutions, for example, may 
mean little to New Labour; but 
they still have the power to 
make business nervous. The 
Conservatives daim that the 
unions gave Labour £U0m 
coring the opposition years, and 
with the project of endless po- 
litical campaigning for local, re- 
gional, national and European 
tiers of government, no Labour 
leader can afford to dampen tbe 
unions’ enthusiasm for the Peo- 
ple's Party. 

But you don’t have to be 
cynical about it Tbe family- 
friendly workplace with provi- 
sion for parental leave, the 
right to daim unfair dismis sal 
earlier than at present, and the 
abolition of the cefling on 
awards for unfair dismissal ail 
represent an extension of indi- 
vidual rights of the kind that 
Blair has talked about fre- 
quently. 

B f? x»dJy^peak]j3g,met3irus( 
of the reforms is to encourage 
workplaces to recognise new 
patterns of work which involve 
frequent changes of job, and the 
need to make time for femflfes. 


The package will also give 
trades unions a push temards fo- 
cusing on the individual rather 
than the collective rights of 
workers. This is in some ways 
inevitable, given the trend to- 
wards individual contracts. The 
overall tone of the White FV 
per should endear the Prime 
Munster to his anion friends. 

But the admmistration, as in 
so many areas, has been at 
pains to stress its difference 
from previous Labour govern- 
ments. One manifestation of 
the Third Why is that tbe par- 
ty of Labour- is no longer the 


A1 first the threshold looks 
like a democratic safeguard. 
But this may not be the way it 
works in practice. The very 
first bit of serious politics in 
which I was involved was the 
Grunwick strike in the mid- 
1970s, where a factory boss re- 
fused to allow the (mainly 
female Asian) workers io be 
represented by the Transport 
and GeaeraL Long before this 
became a cause efflbre, the 
management of the company 
made strenuous efforts to per- 
suade the women that any 
backing for a union would 




Mr Blair knows he still needs union 
backing to deliver man/ of his plans 


prisoner of the unions. Nor its 
leader, it appears, in any way 
constrained by his own pre- 
election promises. 

The row over the threshold 
proposedformikEarecogiHtkm 
is no accident. Ministers are 
proposing that the mnoos nmst 
have 40 per cent of the work- 
ers voting “yes” before recog-' 
ration takes place. This is an 
idea which tbe CBI Bscs, which 
is fine, except that ftisri’twbat 
Labour said during its election 
campaign. It is also an enor- 
mous hurdle to recognition. 


identify them as troublemakers. 
The aim was not to get them to 
be anti-union, but to be neutraL 
In the circumstances there 
was no difference between 
someone who said “no” and 
someone who said “I don’t 
know”. Under the Govern- 
ment's package, a smart em- 
ployer, freed with a ballot will 
ntt need to go through the ag- 
gravation of locking workers 
out; he or she will just encour- 
age workers to ignore the whole 
business. Far from encouraging 
democracy, the 40 per cent 


threshold win turn out to be a 
charter for apathy. 

The spin put on the thresh- 
old issue has made ft seem more 
important than it really needs 
to be. The fret is that any 
workplace with more than SO 
per cent of workers in union 
membership will have to recog- 
nise the union without a ballot. 
Unions will have the automat- 
ic right to represent individual 
workers in grievances and at tri- 
bunals, and those individuals 
will be free to join a union. 

The strategy for most unions 
in most places will be to pickup 
members one by one until - 
recognition becomes automat- 
ic. That, I would guess, is how 
it wili happen in the majority of 
workplaces. However, tbe 
threshold prorides the plat- 
form for grim set-piece battles 
'of the old-fashioned kind. 

Who wants to return to the 
days of unions accusing bosses 
of intimidation, or to introduce 
the sight of sharp-suited “con- 
sultants” wandering the corri- 
dors and the floors explaining 
to workers that they would be 
better off talking to their boss- 
es individually and separately 
from the unions? The result 
could be a rerum to some of the 
unpleasant industrial stand- 
offs of yesteryear which gave 
unions a bad name, and fright- 
ened managers into being pa- 
thetic doormats. 


Even if there are no battles 
of this kind it will still leave the 
mass of trades union activists - 
even those prepared to give The 
Third Way a chance - with the 
feeling (hat this s a government 
unsympathetic to their cause. 

We can already bear the 
Fossil Tendency flexing its 
leathery muscles in tbe Labour 
movement The sort of shock 
we saw in the recent Aslef 
election where an Old Labour 
leader was deposed by a Rjssil 
Labour challenger, who be- 
longs to Arthur Scargjll’s So- 
cialist Labour Posse is thought 
to be a one-off. I would not be 
so sure; the activists are already 
suspicious of New Labour. 
Every alleged betrayal edges 
them closer to hostility. 

Is this really what Mr Blair 
wants? I doubt it, unless some 
deranged spin doctor has con- 
vinced him of the need to cre- 
ate a small and easfycrushable 
enemy to haul out in limes of 
political embarrassment 

Whatever the strategy, the 
price of reawakening the Fos- 
sil Tbndency tn the trades 
unions looks just too. high to 
p ay. Labour can’t afford it, 
and nor can the country. The 
threshold is not that important; 
during the bill’s passage 
through Parliament, a mag- 
nanimous concession- would 
avoid a messy, unnecessary 
sideshow. 
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Wolf Mankowitz 


the JEWISH community of 
London's East End has pro- 
duced an amazing variety of tal- 
ent Some have made their 
careers in the commercial 
financial worlds, while the very 
signi fi cant contributors to the 
arts have tended to be many- 
faceted. Joan Littlewood, 
Steven Berkoff and Mark An- 
thony Tiirnage are just a few of 
the names that spring to mind, 
but even among such excep- 
tional people. Wolf Mankowitz 
stands out as a strong and in- 
dividual voice. 

When London first became 
aware of him as a writer in the 
early 1950s, he had already 
made a name for hims elf as a 
dealer and authority on an- 
tique porcelain, especially 
Wedgwood. His experience 
came from working in street 
markets, then in his own lock- 
up shop, a practical schooling 
that he put to good account, be- 
coming both a scholar and (with 
R.G. Haggar) the editor of the 
Concise Encyclopaedia of Eng- 
lish Pottery and Porcelain (1957). 
In 1953 he had published his de- 
finitive book, The Portland Hue 
and 'the Wedgwood Copies . 
which paid much attention to 
the copies of that famous 
Greek antiquity made by Josi- 
ah Wedgwood. 

Mankowitz s special talent 
was to make an abstruse and 
specialised subject read like a 
detective story, and The Portland 
Itise sold welL Wsdgwood, even 
in mass-produced modern 
copies, remained fashionable 
and Mankowitz cashed in by 
opening a glittering new shop 
in the Piccadilly Arcade in 
London. 

At the same time he was us- 


ing his former experiences, both- 
as a street trader and as a 
bright young boy with an ob- 
servant eye- not least for the 
main chance - to write short 
novels, which were published by 
Andrfi Deutscfo these became 
very succesdhL Make Ate An Of- 
fer (about an antique rfegfer hi 

search of the Portland'Vbse) ap- 
peared in 1952 and .4 Kid For 
Two Farthings a year later. They 
were both filmed m 1954, di- 
rected by Cyril Branket and 
Carol Reed respectively. ■ 

Next Mankowitz began to 
write for the theatre and scored 
a considerable success with The 
Bespoke Overcoat (1953), in 
which David Kossoff played 
Morey, at the Art&Theatxe in 
London, a role he repeated 
many times. Nobody appeared 
to notice at the time that the 

play was an update of a Gogol 

short story. In 1958 hfe wrote a 
musical, Expresso Bongo, ba s ed 
on the career ofTbmmy Steele, 
which was filmed the follo wing 
year. 

He followed it with a great 
outpouring of novels, short sto- 
ries, plays, musicals and fi fm 
scripts (including TheMUBon- 
airess in 1960 and the James 
Bond film Casino Royale in 

1 967), some of which were suc- 
cessful with the pubUc. With bis 
ebullient self-confident per- 
sonality he was always able to 
convince producers, but in spite 
of the Volume of work, by the 
mid-Shcties his name had lost 
mudi of its lustre. Most of his 
new plays, especially die larg- 
er-scaie ones, did not stay long 
on the boards. 

Exoeptiais were adaptations 
of French plays or other work 
done in collaboration, such as 



the film The Long and the Short 
and die Tall (1961), directed by 
Leslie Norman, which was 
based on W3fis Hall’s stage play. 
Others worth noting are the. 
novels Afy Old Man’s a Dustman 
(1956) and A Night With 
Casanova (1991), The Mendel- 
man Jure and Other Stones 
(short stories, 1957), and his 
documentary on Yiddish cine- 
ma m die 1930s, Almonds and 
Raisins (1984). The influence of 
Yiddish life and lore is evident 
in much of his work. 

Bom in Bethnal Green in 
1924, Mankowitz was educated 
at East Ham Grammar Sdrool 
and Downing College, Cam- 
bridge, where be read English 
and was tutored by F.R. Leav- 
is. During the Second World 
War he served as a volunteer 
coal miner and in the Army. 

In addition to fiction and 
drama, be wrote books about 
Dickens, whose observation of 
urban life was not dissimilar 
from his own (Dickens of Lon - . 
don , 1976), Edgar Allen Foe 
(The Extraordinary Mr Poe, 
1978), and some historical sub- 
jects. He published a small vol- 
ume of poetry in 1971. 

■ Visits to Central America in- 
spired his work and in 1971 be 
became Honorary Consul to die 
Republic of Panama in Dublin, 
a post which gave him some 
amusement, but little revenue. 

In the Seventies he retired 
to a comfortable house and 
small property cm the south- 
west coast of Ireland to con- 
tinue writing and to take 
advantage of the g overnments 
generosity to writers, who pay 
no tax. There he turned to 
art and began to make col- 
lages; some have been exhib- 


ited in Dublin and London. 

In 1982, he took a post 
teaching theatre at the Uni- 
versity of New Mexico as well 
as being Adjunct Professor of 
English there. He stayed until 
the late Eighties before moving 
back to Ireland. 

Wolf Mankowitz was a man 
of many parts with a voracious 
appetite for knowledge, an out- 
going personality, attracted to 
women, a good talker, with an 
underlying interest in philoso- 
phy which developed particu- 
larly during his illness from 
cancer in bis last years. Much, 
of his work shows an ironic 
sense of humour, an under- 
standing of hitman motivation 
and weakness, and a compas- 
sion for those unable to rise 
from the underside of society.- 
The works that are likely to 
survive longest, and which are 
most often revived in small 
theatres fay such enthusiastic 
character actors as Leonard 
Fenton, are the early plays, 
and The Irish Hebrew Lesson 
(1978), written about the Black 
a nd Ums, although the author 
had the IRA in mind 

tfis compulsion towards suc- 
cess marred work that with 
more attention and time would 
have been better, but be became 
stoical about that at the end. At 
his best he was a craftsman with 
an ability to communicate with 
his public mall mediums and to 
make the complex simple and 
interesting. 

’ John CaJder 

CyrS Wolf Mankowitz, writer bom 
London 7 November 1924; married 
1944 Arm SeBpnann (three sons, 
arid one son deceased); died Dur-. 
ms, Co Cork 20 May 1998. 
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On the sefc of the film A Kid for Two Farthings. Mankowitz (right) wrote the original book and the 
screenplay; Carol Reed (left) was the director Photograph: Ronald Grant Archive 


Maureen, Marchioness of Dufferin and Ava 


Maureen with her husband, the Marquess of Dufferin and Ava, 
at the State Opening of Parliament, W38 Photograph: Hutton Getty 


HER somehow 18th-century 
rococo title, her flamboyant im- 
age and penchant for practical 
jokes and occasional litigation 
made Maureen, Marchioness of 
Dufferin and Ava the stuff of 
more than 70 years' worth of 
high society gossip columns. 

Granddaughter of the first 
Earl of Iveagh and daughter of 
Ernest Guinness, Maureen was 
already appearing in those 
columns in January 1924, when 
it was noted that she and her 
two sisters, Oanagh and Aileen, 
"vivacious young daughters of 
Ernest Guinness", had left "So- 
cialist Britain” to join their fa- 
ther’s yacht Fantdmc n on its 
leisurety world cruise. As one of 
the Bright Young Things, all 
blonde bob and blue eyes, she 
provided a focus for a media age 
which fed on such celebrities. 

As Andrew Barrow’s 1978 
book Gossip proves, Maureen 
Guinness’s every move was 
noted: when she stayed at Lon- 
gleat for Henry Bath’s coming 
of age party in July 1926, it was 
worthy of remark that her cur- 
rent nickname was "Teapot” . 
Her peer group included Eve- 
lyn -Waugh, Harold Apton, 
Bryan Guinness and his fi- 
ancee, Diana Milford; her best 
friend was Tferesa (“Baby”) 
Jungman, and Maureen 
swelled the ranks of that “ador- 
ing group of Guinness girls” 


whom Cecil Beaton so envied. 

On 3 July 1930, she roamed 
her cousin Basil Hamflton- 
Temple-Blackwood, styled Earl 
of Ava, son and heir to the Mar- 
ques of Dufferin and Ava, at St 
Margaret’s Westminster. “The 
best brain of nty generation”, ac- 
cording to James Lees-MUne, he 
became Parliamentary Under- 
secretary to the Colonies and a 
Government Whip in the Lords; 
when Maureen gave birth to 
their son, Sheridan, in 1938, it 
was noted that she was wife to 
one of the youngest members of 
the Government 

The family lived at Qande- 
boye, a 3,000-acre estate in 
County Down, but Maureen 
continued to play her role in 
London society, her forthright 
manner not always admired. 
She told Hugo Vickers how, in 
1935, Beaton introduced her at 
a dinner party: “Do you realise 
that you have here, in Maureen 
Dufferin, the biggest bitch in 
London!" Their friendship was 
severed for some years. 

Qandeboye became dilapi- 
dated during the Second World 
W&r and required substantial 
injections of cash to keep it up. 
When the marquess was killed m 
action in Burma in 1945, Mau- 
reen discovered the house had 
been heavily mortgaged to meet 
gambling debts. Three years lat- 
er she married Major Desmond 


Buc hanan, retaining her title 
“out of deference to the wishes 
of her first husband”. She was giv- 
en away by her 10-year-old son, 
Sheri dan. The marriage lasted 
just six years; in 1955 she mar- 
ried as her third husband Judge 
John Maude (he died in 1986). 

In 1949 she became a di- 
rector of the family business, the 
Guinness brewery. “It’s hard to 
say what my duties will be,” she 
told the press, who believed the 
marchioness to be a teetotaller, 
“but I think I shall go into the 
office every day.” Beyond her 
society profile and her homes 
in London, Kent and Sardinia, 
Maureen Dufferin found time 
for charitable works, from the 
faintly ridiculous - in 1954 she 
played a ladies’ lavatory atten- 
dant in Princess Margaret's 
charity amateur production of 
The Frog at the Scala Theatre 
- to the more substantial found- 
ing of a holiday home for 
arthritis in Lamberimret, Kent 

Throughout the Fifties and 
Sixties she played her role as 
part of (he international set who 
moved restlessly around the 
world. In 1961 she visited Noel 
Coward and the Flemings in Ja- 
maica. and in 1965 was “the re- 
hearsal” for Coward’s famo us 
lunch party for the Queen 
Mother. In the meantime, her 
progeny distinguished them- 
selves, not least in their mar- 


riages. The outspoken and tal- 
ented author Caroline Black- 
wood (who said she found her 
childhood too painful to speak 
about) married, in succession, 
Lucian Freud, Israel Citkovitz 
and Robert Lowell, while in 
1964 the flamboyant and basi- 
cally homosexual Sheridan mar- 
ried Lindjy Guinness, daughter 
of Loel Guinness. 

Family feuding broke out in 
the long-running legal battle of 
the 1990s, when Maureen Duf- 
ferin’s daughters and daughter- 
in-law brought a lawsuit 
challenging her right to trans- 
fer the benefits of a trust fond 
to her granddaughters Evgenia 
and Ivan a. The dispute was 
settled in Maureen’s favour in 
1995 (her somewhat inexplica- 
ble concerns over money hav- 
ing already surfaced in 1980 in 
an acrimonious legal dispute 
with a butler accused of steal- 
ing crab apples and tea towels). 

Despite such shortcomings, 
Maureen Dufferin was re- 
markably attractive, animated, 
personable, and possessed of a 
forthright maimer. She ap- 
peared to relish her part in the 
BBC2 “exposfi” film by Philip- 
pa Wtlker, Guinnesty , in which 
she was- interviewed at length 
and spoke with candour about 
her relations. Evep in her 
nineties she was still throwing 
lively annual dinner parties for 


the Queen Mother at her home 
in Knigjhtsbridge, at which, the 
likes of Sir Alec Guinness and 
Barry Humphries could be 
found. Indeed, in later life the 
marchioness -foe model for Os- 
bert Lanchester’s Maudie Lit- 
tlehampton - appeared also to 
have inspired Dame Edna. 

She was truly a survivor 
from another era. When I met 
her at a book launch in 1996, she 
was wearing an exaggerated 
black oilskin sou'wester (it had 
been raining heavily), a 1940s- 
style fur coat with padded 
shoulders, platform shoes and 
pale blue and multicoloured 
rhinestone spectacles. When I 
was introduced as Nodi Cow- 
ard's biographer, she remarked, 
"What a pity they didn't have 
sperm banks in those daysT - the 
word “sperm” rang out load and 
dear through the reverent hush 
of Hatchards: “we could do with 
more Noel Cowards.” Some 
might think we could do with 
more Maureen Dufferins, too. 

Philip Hoare 

Mcureen Constance Gufrtness: bom 
31 January 1907; married 1930 Bari, 
Eari of Ava (suaoeeded I93Q as fourth 
Marquess of Dufferin and Ava, (Bed 
1945; one daughter, and one son and 
one daughter deceased), 1948 Mo- 
fir Desmond Buchanan (marriage ds- 
sahed 1954), 1955 judge John Maude 
(t ted 1966); ded London 3 May 1998. 


Diplomacy". It all began m 
1971 when Evans, in fos capac- 
ity as president of 
tionalThWe Items Federation, 

was invited to stop off mOnna 

on bfc way to Japan for tne 

xvbrW Cfounpionshqjs. He was 
sunned by the Chinese Pre- 
mier Chou Ea-lai, who askpd 
him to ban Vietnam from the 
eventbecause at the thnethe two 
countries were sworn enemies. 
Evans turned the request 

down flat on the bass that both 

countries were members of tne 
ITTFand had to be dealt with 
equally. In a counter move he 


weaeruwuuu»« - — . — 

on their way bade from Japan. 

It was. a significant step ip 
thawing relations between. Chi- 
na and the United States. The 
Chinese sent their request to 
America after first seeking 
agreement with foe State De- 
partment and the visit followed. 

A year later, in February 
1972, President Nison visited 
China. It was as a direct result^ 
of the Ping-Pong Diplomacy - 
though Evans haled foe slang 
name for his sport. 

Evans was also instrumental . 
-in getting table tennis into the 
1988 Olympics in Seoul, after a 
10 -year battle for recognition. 
This earned him foe award of. 
the Olympic Order from the 
IOC president Juan Antonio 
Samaran ch . 

The elder son of foe Thble 
Tfennis Association of Wales’s 
first treasurer, Morgan “MQg” 
Evans, Roy played for V&les be- 
tween 1931 and 1933 andwas 
honorary general secretary 
foe sport’s governing body in 
Wiles from 1933 to 1939. 

From there he moved on to ‘ 
become honorary general sec- 
retary of foe International Fed- 
eration from 1951. to 1967, 
before holding down foe office 
of ITTF president for foe next 
20 years. He was named hon- 
orary life president in 1987. He 
was appointed OBE in the 1972 
Queen’s Birthday Honours list 

Evans's wife, Naricy; was in 
her younger days seventh in foe - 
women’s world- table tennis • 
r anking s, in 1938. They met, 
when the Welsh men and ' 
women players were brought to- 
gether for practice in Cardiffbe- 
fbre a match against England in 
1929. Together they travelled 
foe world; in a book published 
last year. Coloured Pins on a 
Map, Evans related that he had 
been to at least 50 countries to 
promoting table tennis. 

In foe Second World War he 
had served as a flight-lieutenant 
in Burma. After being de- 
mobbed he went straight to a 
table tennis match between 
Cardiff and Newport 

Roy Evans's working hours 
were spent with foe steel firm 
GKN; he retired in 1972 as gen- 
eral sales manager of the Bolt 
and Nut Division at Darlaston. 

Robert Cole 

/toy Evens, table terns offidat bom 
Cardiff, 8 October 1909; married 
1933 Nancy Jackson (one daughter 
deceased); OBE 1972 ; c Bed Cardiff 
18 May 1998. 


& 

UP* ' 


i .-"ts ■ 


¥%■, ;; - 
V. 

’■Si-” 

S5TV. 
sfSr - 




-■tv-f-'- - 
'■* — - 




s- ; 

-s - 

s: ; . 

-. " 

"i ■ 

= - 5 

*=5 

i ■ 

i r 

•:* • ■ 1 

■5 m •‘a-« 

35:: 

met terwi:* 


BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES 
& DEATHS 


BIRTHS 

PRICE: On 10 May 1998 to Richard 
Newell Price and Vanessa Tomkins, 
a boo, Mark Richard Michael; a 
brother for Jessica. 

IN MEMORIAM 

DOWLAND: David. 6 December 
1936 - 23 May 1991. With kwe, 
Josephine. 

SHEEHAN: Kevin, 23 May 1990. He 
had decided to live forever or die in 
the attempt. 

SHEEHAN: Kevin, of Crawley. Teach 
os to care and not tocoie.'feach us 
to live and teach us to be stOL 

For Gazette, telephone 0171-293 2011. 


Lectures 

TODAY 

National Gallery: Linda Bolton, 
“Wilderness (rv): Titian, The Death 
ofAaaeon ”, 12pm. 

Tate Gallery: Laurence Bradbury, 
“Autobiographical Art”, 1pm. 
TOMORROW 

National Portrait Gallery: Paul 
Webb, “Sir Alan Ayckbourn", 3pm. 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

Tt* Na erf Kmc ftttktafcwcmfc Sped* Oft 

M WelflB£Un College, Crowikoroe, BofciUt. 

Changing of the Guard 

TOOMft The HLJuehoU 0>by MooBled ' ft*- 

imeni mouon ibe Ohms'* UfcOianj at Kens 

Gonb. lion: lABandoaOAfalRanGinnb 

mount* the Queen'* Grard. at BneWnfituin 
Macs, lUOsm. band noifcfcd by ihe'Scon 
Gunh TOMORROW. The HoanrinJd Cawl- 
rj Maomed RegnueW mounts ibc 
Curd *1 HeaCrnk, IBun; 1 b J umtiaa 
WM Guard* mama the Queen « Guard. , m 


the Sens Conk. 


Birthdays 

TODAY: Sir Kenneth Allen, engi- 
neer, 91; Sir David Barran, former 
chairman. Midland Bank, 86; Lord 
Buriison, treasurer, the Labour Par- 
ty, 62; Mis Juliet Campbell, Mistress 
of Girtoo College. Cambridge, 63; Sir 
Hugh Casson CH. architect, 88; 
Miss Rosemary Clooney, anger, 70; 
Miss Joan Collins, actress, 65; Mr 
Nigel Davenport, actor and uade 
unionist, TO, The Very Rev John 
Drury, Dean of Christ Church, Ox- 
ford, 62; Dr Waiter Elds, economist, 
65; Miss Betty Garrett, actress, 79; 
Mr Malcolm Gin, head, Banking 
Dept, Bank for International Set- 
tlements, 64; Mr Marius Goring, ac- 
tor, 86; Lord Grenfell, former Senior 
Adviser, European Office, World 
Bank, 63; Mr Graeme Hick, cricketer, 
32; Mr Anatoly KLarpov, chess play- 
er. 47; Sir Peter Keankvrea, Conner 
prime minister, Solomon Islands, 55; 
Sr James Lester, former MP, 66; Sir 
John Lyons. Master of trinity HaD, 
’ Cambridge, 66; Mr Humphrey Lyt- 
telton, jazz musician, 77; Mr Michael 
McGinn, former Master of Carpus 
Christ!, Cambridge, 74; Mr Martin 
: McGuinness MP, 48; Hie Earl of 
Mount Charley pop concert pro- 
moter, 47; Mr John Newcombe, ten- 
nis player, 54; Mr Peter Preston, 
fanner editor-in-chief; and chairman, 
the Guardian and the Observer, 60; 
Mr Robert Sangster, racehorse own- 
: ex and breeder, 62; Mr Artie Shaw, 
clarinettist and bandleader, 88; Mr 
John Stevens MEP, 43; Sir Sander- 
son Ifemple, former circuit judge, 77; 
Mr Keith Wiseman, chairman. Foot- 
ball Association- 49. TOMORROW: 
Sir James Anderton, former chief 
constable of Greater Manchester, 66; 
Mr Graham Arnold, artist, 66; Mr 
Stanley Baxter, comedian, TO; The 
(hike of Bedford, writer and expo- 
neor of the staKty home, 81; Sir Tim- 
othy Bevan. former chairman, 
Barclays Bank. 71; Professor Sir 
Paul Bramley, ora) surgeon, 75; Mr 


Keith Badge, headmaster, Loretio 
School, 50; Lord Campbell of Al- 
kyway QC, 81; Mr Eric Cantona, foot- 
baller, 32; Sir Leycester Coltman, 
farmer ambassador to Colombia, 
60; Sir Ridtard Curtis, High Court 
judge, 65; Sir Roden Cotter VC 
diplomat. 82; Mr Bob Dylan, singer, 
57; Mr D omini c Grieve MP, 43; 
Miss Kathleen Bale, children's au- 
thor and iUustxator, 100; Mr Robert 
Hostile, former Lord-Lieutenant far 
West Glamorgan, 65; Sir Terence 
Hciser, fanner senior civil servant, 
66; Sir Derek Hbd^on, former High 
Court judge, 81; Baroness HoQis of 
Hejgfaam, pgftamcntiiyUndcr-Seo- 
retary. Social Security, 57; Mr Clif- 
ford Irving, farmer chairman. Isle of 
Man government, 84; Colonel John 
Mayo, former director-general. Help 
tbe Aged, 67; Mr Adrian Moorhoose, 
swimmer, 34; Mr Tfany Mullen, fbr- 
iwr rtmfini ynm^ Nntirmnl Prim - 
mal Intelligence Service, 65: Mr 
Richard Ottaway MR 53; Mr Lake 
Rittner, director of Marketing and 


FAITH & REASON 


How to turn religious beliefs into a nuclear explosion 


51; Sir Edmond Saigant, solicitor, 92; 
Sir Christopher Staughton, a farmer 
Lord Justice of Appeal, 65; Mr 
William Trevor, writer, 70; Mr 
Arnold Wesker, playwright, 66. 

Anniversaries 

TODAY: Births: Carolus Linnaeus, 
botanist. 1707; Denis Charles Scott 
Compton, anther and cricketer. 1918. 
On this day: Joan of Arc was taken 
prisoner by the English. 1430. Today 
is the Feast Day of St Aidhehn, St 
Deaderius<tfYienne,StEiqAioqrne 
of Ralotsk, St Gnibert. St Ivo of 
Chartres, Si John Baptist dei Rossi, 
St Leontius of Rostov and St WOIiain 
or Rochester. TOMORROW: 
Births: George Fonnby (WtQiam 
Hoy Booth), singer and comedian, 
1504. Tomorrow is the Feast Day of 
St David I of Scotland, Samis Do- 
natian and Rogatian, St Nicetas of 
Pereaslav and Si Vincent of Loins. 


Indarjit Singh, editor 
of the Srfch Messenger, 
examines the role of faith in 
the Indian sub-continent's 
atomic arms race 


THERE IS always a strong temptation 
to lay foe blame for the violent or dis- 
concerting behaviour on the sub- 
continent at foe door of religious 
extremism. The latest culprit is Hindu 
fanaticism, widely blamed for India’s re- 
cent atomic tests. The danger is that 
such simplistic labelling oot only distorts 
the truth but, by smearing essentially 
peaceful religious teachings, also 
strengthens foe hand of political op- 
portunists ever ready to use religion as 
an offensive weapon. 

The recent history of the sub- 
continent provides ample evidence of 
foe manipulation of powerful religious 
sentiment for irreligious political ends. 
Before partition, miDions of Hindus and 
Muslims lived peacefully side by side 
in Punjab and BepgaL Then, as the com- 
mon dream of independence from for- 
eign rule became more and more 
likely. Congress politicians began cul- 
tivating the Hindu majority for mass 


support, causing alarm among Muslims, 

Minority support for a Muslim 
homeland rapidly became an unstop- 
pable demand. Alarm grew to suspicion, 
hatred and tbe mass murder of neigh- 
bours whose lives and destiny bad 
been entwined for years. The irony of 
partition was underlined in the Indo- 
PaJtistani war of 1971. When captors 
and prisoners in Punjab met face to face 
as orcSnaiy human beings, they tearfully 
embraced each, other and reminisced 
about foe good old days when they had 
lived together as honest and trusting 
neighbours. 

While it was caricatures based on 
religious sentiment that provided foe 
tinder for mass murder, it was un- 
scrupulous politicians in both commu- 
nities who provided foe spark and 
stoked tbe fires of haired between Hin- 
dus and Muslims. Today, 50 years af- 
ter independence, it is still easy to stir 
those embers of hatred into open and' 
blazing conflict 

More than a million men, women 
and children died in foe aftermath of 
partition m 1947, and it would have been 
far worse but for foe courage of a few 
like Mahatma Gandhi who worked 
ceaselessly for communal harmony. It 
is helpful in understanding foe India of 
today, that Gandhi was murdered by the 
RSS. a fascist grouping that idolises 


Hitler and is widely recognised as foe 
ideological wing of today’s ruling BJP. 

The RSS and the BJP both derive 
their strength from a latent Hindu na- 
tionalism that has little to do with Hin- 
du religious teachings and everything 
to do with a fascist view of other reli- 
gions and other ways of life. As one BJP 
supporter commented on Radio 4'sSun- 
day Programme fast weekend, “we will 
tolerate minorities, providing they toe 
foe fine". Half a century earlier, Pan- 
dit Nehru, India’s first prime minister, 
had declared that “the protection of mi- 
norities is more than a responsibility; 
it is a sacred trust”. 

The irony is that h was Nehru’s 
daughter, Indira Gandhi, who first be- 
trayed that sacred trust. In early 1984. 

Congress were trailing badly in tbe opin- 
ion poDs with an election less than a year 
away. There had been rioting in Bom- 
bay in which many Muslims had lost 

their lives and their homes. Visiting tbe 

area as prime minister, it was ex pec ted 
that Mrs Gandhi would give words of 
comfort to the Muslims. Ins tea d, elec- 
tion in mind, she declared, “majorities 
too have their rights”. She continued with 
the policy of pandering to majority prej- 
udice by starting a vicious ’campaign of 
bate against India’s tiny Sikh minority. 

It worked in the short term, with 
Congress achieving a landslide victory 


in the 1984 election, but it’s all been 
downhill since, both for Congress and 

India. Tbe then tiny BJP quickly cashed 

in on growing majority co mmunal, ^ 
with the wanton destruction of foe his- 
toric mosque at Ayodhya and foe chill- 
ing promise of further destruction of 
minority places of worship. 

Sincehs victory in the general elec- 
U °“ e ^ r . this year the public image 
of foe BJP has taken a batteringinfts 
attempts to balance foe conflicting de- 
mands of fractious coalition partners. 
Hence the desire to impress on ofoezs 
that India with the BJP in charge is a 
mighty power, ready to use scarce re- 
sources in a destructive show of mili- 
tary might 

Writing in the 7imes this week, the 

fonner Director of foe Lahore Alom- 
rcEnergy Centre, Saeed A. Durrani pre- 
dicts that Pakistan will respond in kind 
He ates Newton's Third Law, ^ every 

aaionthme is an equal and opposite ro- 

hSSI “ probabJ y ngbt in hispre- 
dirtion. But the logical extension of this 

*hat a conciliatory gestm^ 
should also elicit a similar response/n^ 
challenge is for leaders oTti* 
comment to look beyond powe/w 
power's sake to the real needs of thl 
people so .arrogantly ign 0red ? f 
squandering of desperately needed reT 
sources in shallow displays of strength" 
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Racal hits peak on high hopes of Telecom float 

... i. «.ji it maw bid- The shares 



?i AD vr T nenrurr RACAL TELECOM, due to 
MAKJSxl Kxr UK1 become the third spin-off from 

Racal Electronics, should 
enjoy a stock market valuation 
of £675m. 

_ . Stockbroker Henderson 

Crosthwaite believes Ratal's 
shares are therefore worth 
around 450p. They rose 15.6p 
to 371_5p, a peak. 

'DEREK PAIN „ s * _ v Eraest 

RacaFs chairman, has already 
! successfully hived off Voda- 
fone and Chubb Security (now 
part of Williams) as stand- 
alone companies. His intention 
-= r is to float 25 per cent of RT al- 

though if the Vodafone for- 
mula is foOowed the group will 
eventually severe its link with 
itsparenL 

- • Henderson’s telecom ana- 

~ - lyst Chris Godsmaxk, former- 

{: - f iy business correspondent of 

' * i:? The Independent, says Sir 

* Ernest has built one of 

: • Britain’s largest telephone ser- 

' vices from a 1988 standing 

J r ‘ start. He believes Telecom 

Italia and Deutsche Ttlecom 
thought about buying RT 


when Racal started to review 
its options last year. 

At least one bid did mate- 
rialise. Duncan Lewis, former 
chief of Granada's media di- 
vision, got together a £450m 
offer but Sir Ernest said no 
and decided to follow the 
flotation path. 

u Racal’s decision to pursue 
a -flotation as the best way to 
maximise shareholder value 
has proved fortuitous,” says Mr 
Godsmark. "In the six months 
since that decision share prices 
in the telecom sector have 
risen strongly on a combination 
of bid speotlation and more 
optimistic predictions of the 
growth of data traffic.” 

• Energis, RT*s closest com- 
petitor, has climbed from 251p 
in the autumn to 779p, he 
points ouL 

Sir Ernest, who is 72, has 

been chairman of Racal, which 

has 2fL6 per cent of National 
Lottery organiser Came lot, 
for 32 years. 

As RT prepares for market, 
the struggling Ionics wireless 


telephone group crashed 49p 
to 36p. It is seeking more 
cash and is looking for a strate- 
gic investor which could result 
in “ signifi cant dilution to ex- 
isting shareholders”. The 
shares were floated last sum- 
mer at 390p, producing a 
£460m war-chest. They 
touched 421p. 

Footsie turned on a mixed 
display, ending 20 points up at 
5,955.6. Supporting Indices 
were once again in rampant 
form. The mid cap surged 
43.3 to a 5,897.8 peak; the 
small cap added 6.1 to a 
2,788.4 high. 

Among the mid caps 
Hectrocompooents enjoyed a 
34p gain to 584p with the 
help of vague takeover spec- 
ulation. 

Bus and train shares, such 
as Stagecoach and First- 
Group, were again given the 
green light as the market con- 
tinued to. drew encourage- 
ment from the coming 
Government White Paper on 
. the transport industry. Stage- 


coach advanced 72~5p to 
1,367-Sp and FusiGroup 17p 
to 4433p. Railtrack gained 
233p to 13293p, a high- 

Barclays, after meeting an- 
alysts, put on 26p to l,696p; 
Halifax rose 33-5p to S423p. 
Rolls-Royce was another to 
score from investment pre- 
sentations. As its US roadshow 
drew to a dose the shares 
climbed 6p to 300p. 


Share Spotlight 

share prica. pence 

4000 
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EML, figures next week, fell 

193p to 5223p as Seagram . in 

effect, clinched the takeerver of 
PotyGram, ending any linger- 
ing hopes of a another strike 
at EMI. 

Rentokfl Initial, up 18-5p at 
431 .Sp, was one of the Foot- 
sie leaders. Many await a 
strike for Compass, the con- 
tract caterer, up42p to U269p. 

Safeway, on continuing 
speculation about a break-up 
bid, rose 12.75p to 393p- 

British Land, in association 
with Asda, remains the most 
likely predator. 

Any deal would involve 
Asda cherry picking around 60 
Safeway stores. Such a man- 
oeuvre could overcome the 
Government's objection to an 
Asda/Safeway merger. A sus- 
picion that Somerfield could 

also enjoy pickings from Safe' 
way’s stores portfolio gave 
the shares a 1^5p lift t0 3?4p 
Mirror, the newspaper 
group, rose a further 6-5p to 
218p as the German Axel 
Springer Verlag group admit- 


ted it may bkLThe snans 

climbed 2l3p this weet^ 

Misys, the computer group 

fell a further 37p to 3380P- 

Newcomer CompotoCenfer 
was another catching ^ 

breath, off 223p to 7433P- 
The Falkland Islands ofl 

tiddlers bad another gushmg 

session although profit take 
took their inevitable tofl- 

Desire touched 475p; rt 
at 415p, up just lp- G *5 en *[!? 

Resources, after hittmg^lp, 

ended I3p off a* 363p.WKt* 

mount, at one time aroimd 
275P. ended at 245p, y p 10P - 

_ _ i TunnS- 
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TAKI NG STOCK . 

dealerships and Burger King 
^^Jrestaurants, should 

pro©* of Pintos 

year and just over £ 2 m next, 

brfleres stockbroker Gmg 
Middleton. The shares, at 
I223p, *offer coo5iderabfe_ 

VWtoison- Guinness Peat, 

which once made bid noises, 

^5l4U» per cent but the 

_ _ji— hmib has more 


imperial v w - — 

tries managed to an 

ABN Amro downgraefinfr 
investment house d^enbed 

the shares as “overvalued .It 

expects profits of £53 lm this 
year, up from £5 18m. 

Ladbroke was another to 
shrug off uncomfortable de- 
velopments - the likelihood 
that it will have to sell uwre 
than 100 betting shops. The 
shares were 2p off at 345p. 


than 50 per cent 

BRITISH Taxpayers 
Association, the troubled 
-roup being developed as a 

investment vehicle, has 
beeogfven a tantalising new 
name - Bearhull Active 
Strategic Investment Co-T** 
company is being revamped 

after what amounted to a 

resene bid. The shares, 

traded cm Ofex, rose 0^P to 

" 4 p. They once nudged 3Vp. 

CERAMICS group John 
TpmQ has had a number of 
bid approaches. The share*, 

np 3p at 253p, have edged up 

from i7p last month. 
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BA shrugs off American hitch 



The justice Department said that 336 take-off and landing slots at Heathrow should be surrendered as a condition of the tie-up 


US Justice 
Department 
says link-up 
could mean 
higher fares 

By Michael Harrison 


THE LAUNCH of British Airways' al- 
liance with American Airlines is fac- 
ing the threat of yet further delay, 
possibly until next summer, following 
opposition to the link-up from the US 
Justice Department. 

BA yestereday attempted to play 
down the signficance of the Justice De- 
partment’s intervention, saying: ‘'This 
is just another step along the regula- 
tory road.” 

However, the call for the alliance 
to be “significantly restructured” be- 
fore it is allowed through could dash 
the two airlines' hopes of launching 
their long-delayed partnership this au- 
tumn. 

The Justice Department said that 
as it stood the alliance would lead to 
significantly higher air fares across the 
Atlantic. It recommended that 336 
take-off and landing slots - the equiv- 
alent of 24 round trips daily - be sur- 
rendered at Heathrow airport as a 
condition of approving the tie-up. It 
also called for the Dallas- London and 
Chlcago-London routes operated by 
BA and AA to be excluded from the 
alliance. 

BA stressed that responsibility for 
final approval of the alliance in the US 
rested not with the Justice Department 
but the Department of Transportation 
which it said would apply a broader 


test of public interest BA also said: 
“The Justice Department has made it 
dear that the slots don't have to come 
from BA/AA” 

However, the US DoT is not ex- 
pected to deliver its final verdict on 
the alliance before the end of the sum- 
mer at the earliest leaving the two car- 
riers little time to begin co-ordinated 
services in time for the launch of the 
winter schedule. 

BA shares slipped in early trading 
as news of the Justice Department’s 
tough stance emerged but later re- 
covered most of their lost ground. 


Richard Hannah, transport analyst at 
Bankers 'Bust Alex. Brown, said: “We 
don’t think this is a deal breaker at this 
stage. It is another major regulatory 
hurdle that has to be crossed.” 

The alliance has now been await- 
ing regulatory approval for two years 
and has yet to be formally dearedby 
the UK or the European Commission. 
The Office of Fair Trading recom- 
mended that the two airlines surren- 
der 168 slots in return for approval. 
But in its initial ruling, the European 
Commission called for the surrender 
of up to 3S0 slots. 


Karel Van Miert, the EU Compe- 
tition C ommi ssioner, is expected to an- 
nounce his, final r uling in mid-June. 
The indications are that Brussels is 
looking for the airlines to make 250- 
300 slots available. 

The Justice Department also said 
that approval for the alliance should 
be contingent upon an open skies ac- 
cord being agreed between the UK 
and the US, allowing more carriers to 
compete on transatlantic routes. 

BA said: “Naturally, we expect the 
US DoT to consider not just the com- 
petition analysis but also the benefits 


of an open skies agreement between 
the UK and the US and stronger com- 
petition between global alliances.” 

The deadline for filin gs to the US 
DoT passed yesterday. The Depart- 
ment now has a month to consider 
them before reaching an outline de- 
cision. BA can then make represen- 
tations depending on the level of 
concessions being demanded. 

City analysts warned there would 
come a point when the two airlines 
would walk away from any deal, thus 
scuppering any open skies accord and 
depriving other carriers of any slots. 


Consumers keep Drugs chief appointed 
up spending spree new head of Zeneca 


By Diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


AS MANUFACTURING slid 
into recession in the first three 
months of this year, consumers 
increased their spending at the 
fastest pace since the late 1980s. 

New figures for gross do- 
mestic product showed slight- 
ly higher growth than first 
estimated, but confirmed that 
the weakness of industry and 
exports is slowing the economy. 

The signs of slowdown left 
a majority of City experts con- 
fident that the Bank of Englan d 
will not have to raise the cost 
of borrowing again, despite 
the split between buoyant con- 
sumer spending and services on 
the one hand and sagging ex- 
ports and manufacturing in- 
dustry on the other. Rising 
pay claims are seen as the last 
posable source of danger on the 
interest rate front 

The upward revision yes- 
terday to GDP growth, from 0.4 
per cent to 0.5 per cent in the 
first quarter, and from 2.S per 


cent to 2.9 per cent year-on- 
year, was exactly as expected. 

Details showed consumer 
spending still growing at an an- 
nua] pace of 5.1 per cent, the 
highest since the end of 1988. 
Investment spending was 
strong too, up 5.5 per cent com- 
pared with a year earlier. 

However. government 
spending fell slightly in real 
terms, while the widening gap 
between exports and imports 
lopped 1.8 percentage points off 
the overall growth rate. This 
was the result of the widest 
trade deficit, in constant 
pounds, since the middle of 
1993. 

“It is not dear whether the 
economy’s landing will be soft 
or hard, in view of the two con- 
flicting forces,” said Kevin Dar- 
lington, an economist at 
ABN-Amro. 

The industry breakdown 
showed that while manufac- 
turing has officially moved into 
recession, services have started 
to slow too. The quarterly in- 
crease in their growth was, at 


0.7 per cent, the lowest for a 
year and a half and revised 
down from the earlier figure of 
0.8 per cent. 

The City’s doves were swift 
to pounce on this bit of the ev- 
idence. “It suggests a broad- 
based slowdown in activity,” 
said Nick Vaughan of Barclays 
Capital. 

The Bank of England’s 
Monetary Policy Committee 
gets its next chance to vote on 
interest rates in two weeks' 
time, and none of the figures 
due before then is expected to 
sway the vote in favour of an in- 
crease. The latest published 
minutes showed a 5-3 majority 
against an increase in April, and 
there was also no change earlier 
this month. 

The arrival in June of John 
Vickers, the Bank’s new chief 
economist and the final mem- 
ber to join die MPC, alters the 
arithmetic slightly. Professor 
Vickers, an Oxford academic, 
is an unknown quantity but sus- 
pected to be a dove because of 
his expertise on industry. 


By Andrew Yates 

ZENECA yesterday unveiled a 
succession plan which will see 
Dr Tom McKOlop, the 55-year- 
old head of the group's drugs 
division, succeed Sir David 
Barnes as the chief executive of 
the pharmaceutical giant 

Sir David is to become non- 
executive chairman of Zeneca 
from next May, replacing Sir 
Sydney Lipsmith who is step- 
ping down. 

The move ends months of 
speculation that Zeneca could 
appoint an outsider to replace 
Sir David. The decision to seek 
an internal appointment was in- 
terpreted in the City as mean- 
ing that Zeneca would remain 
determined to bang on to its in- 
dependence despite the trend 
towards consolidation in the 
drugs sector. 

Sir David, 62, has lead 
Zeneca with distinction ever 
since it was hived off from IQ 
in 1993, presiding over a four- 
old increase in its share price. 

A Zeneca spokesman said: 



Sir David Barnes becomes 
non-executive chairman 


“He has a reputation as a gen- 
tleman and successfully de- 
merged Zeneca which was no 
easy task and then grew the 
company rapidly ... which is the 
mark of the man.” 

One leading analyst said: 
“He was a nice old chap who 
took the group forward strong- 
ly” 

However the appointment 
of Dr McKillop, who has head- 
ed Zeneca’s pharmaceuticals 
division since 1994, was treat- 
ed with a mixed reaction by the 


City. One analyst said: “This is 
an uninspiring move and means 
nothing has changed at Zeneca. 
Sooner or later it needs to do 
a merger. [Dr] McKillop has 
been criticised for lacking vison 
and concentrating on growing 
existing products rather than 
looking for new ones.” 

Other analysts questioned 
whether Sir David could resist 
the temptation to interfere 
with Dr McKillop’s new re- 
sponsibilities after his long 
tenure at the head of Zeneca. 
But the group yesterday insist- 
ed the two executives would 
have clearly defined roles. 

Meanwhile at its annual 
general meeting Zeneca 
warned that the strong pound 
would cost the group £110m 
this year, £20m more than it 
forecast in March at its annu- 
al results meeting. Zeneca also 
cautioned that poor spring 
weather in Europe has meant 
the group’s agrochemical busi- | 
ness had got off to a stow start 
The statement caused Zeneca’s 
shares to slip lOp to 2530p. 


German media group declares interest in the Mirror 


Ely Peter Thai Larsen 

TAKEOVER speculation was 
last night swirling around 
Mirror Group after a German 
group said was considering op- 
portunities “which might or 
might not lead to an offer” for 


David Montgomery’s newspa- 
per publishing empire. 

Axel Springer, a German 
newspaper publisher whose in- 
terests include the popular 
newspaper Bild and the heavy- 
weight daily Die Wilt, was last 
night forced to issue a statement 


after persistent speculation in 
the City linking it with Mirror 
Group. 

The group issued the state- 
ment last night to clarify an ear- 
lier comment made by a 
spokesperson in response the 
speculation. Earlier in the day. 


a spokesperson said there was 
“absolutely nothing” in the 
rumours and denied that the 
German group had any interest 
in Mirror Group. 

City sources believe that the 
Tbkeover Panel, prompted by 
Mirror Group, had forced 


Springer to show its hand. An 
official denial of interest would 
have barred Springer, whicb is 
run by Gus Fischer, a former 
chief executive of Rupert Mur- 
doch's News International, 
from mounting a bid for a year. 

However, Springer's state- 


ment stressed that it bad not 
made an offer and was not “in 
a position to know whether it 
would make an offer”. 

Analysts said the group 
would have to bid at least 255p 
a share for Mirror Group to have 
any chance of taking control. 


Shares hit 
as lonica 


rescuer 


By Michael Harr ison 

IONICA, the troubled wireless 
telephone operator, stunned 
the City again yesterday by an- 
nouncing that it is seeking an 
outside investor to rescue it 
from its financial troubles. 

The news sparked a further 
collapse in lonica shares which 
plunged by more than a half to 
dose at 3 6p valuing the group 
at just £6 lm. It was floated last 
summer at a value of £625m. 

lonica said that the rescue 
deal could result in control of 
the company changing hands or 
“significant dilution" for exist- 
ing shareholders. 

The search for a strategic in- 
vestor follows the failure of 
lonica to renegotiate the terms 
of a £300m bank loan. It has 
been in breach of the credit fa- 
cility since last year after it ran 
.into trouble rolling out its na- 
tionwide telephone network 
based on wireless technology 
known as fixed radio access. 

lonica said that it had been 
advised to seek further equity 
finance before attempting to 
raise new debt finance. It has 
cash of £90m to continue 
rolling out the network of base 
stations but needs to put longer 
term funding facilities in place 
before the end of the year. 

Sir James McKinno n, Ioni- 
ca’s chairman, said: “We believe 
that value for our shareholders " 
is best promoted by resolving 
our funding issues as soon as 
possible.” He added that it 
hoped to conclude a transaction 
with a. strategic partner at an 
early date.” The biggest share- : 
holders are Yorkshire Elec- ', 
tridty, the venture capital group 
Doughty Hanson, Morgan * 
Stanley and Northern Electric. 
Nigel Playford, the founder of 
lonica, is the third biggest in- 


dividual shareholder with a 6.5 
per cent stake. 

Mr Playford was recently 
moved out of the chief execu- 
tive’s post and made deputy 
chairman responsible for lon- 
ica’s wider strategic develop- 
ment. 

The share price plunge 
means that even options grant- 
ed to the earliest investors in 
lonica are now worthless. 

lonica has rolled out. 10 per 
cent of its network and in- ■ 
stalled 250 base stations in • 
three areas - East Anglia, the 
Midlands and Yorkshire. The 
company, which has 35,000 
subscribers at the end of the 
third quarter, is aiming for 2 
million subscribers. 

One of the- potential res- 
cuers is Nortel, which is Ioni- 
ca’s principal equipment 
supplier. Analysts cautioned, 
however, that it did not have a 
track record of takig stakes in 
telecom companies. 

Michael Biden, who took 
over as chief executive from 
Ionica’s founder, believes it can^ 
attract 500,000 customers in the k: 
three areas where it is operat- 
ing and said a new software up- ■ 
grade, which will double its 
capacity, was on schedule to be 
insintlMt from this mODth. 



Merrydown back ; 
from the brink with 
£7m rescue plan 


By Andrew Yates 


MERRYDOWN, the belea- 
guered rider maker, has pulled 
itsdfbaddrum the brink of bank- 
ruptcy by announcing an emer- 
geocy£7m fund-raising, a radical 
restructuring and the appoint- 
ment of a new chief executive. 

Merrydown is sacking 50 of 
its 125 workforce and dosing 
down its bottling business in an 
effort to slash costs. The group 
now plans to just concentrate 
on its Merrydown cider brand 
and Schloer, the fruit soft drink. 
To that end its has entered into 
a distribution deal with Shep- 
herd Nearne, Britain's oldest 
brewer, and a sales agreement 
with SHS, a private food and 
drinks group. 

Nick Freer, the former head 
of Symonds, a subsidiary of HP 
Buhner, has been appointed the 
new chief executive of the 
group. He will receive share 
options worth £270,000 on top 
of his salary of £120.000. 

UntQ yesterday Merrydown 
looked as though it was on its 
last legs after suffering one 


disaster after another. Bat- 
tered by the fall in sales of its 
lemonade akopop. Tvo Dogs, 
foe group entered into takeover 
talks late last year only to be 
snubbed by potential buyers. 

Since then the group's fi- 
nancial situation has gone from 
bad to worse. 

Mr Freer admitted yesterday 
that Nat West, its bankers, were 
losing patience with Merry- 
down’s perilous financial posi- 
tions after the group had failed 
to meet its covenants, and 
Coopers & Lybrand, the 
group's accountants, had pre- 
dicted the worst for the group. 

Cider makers’ shares have 
tumbled in the last 12 months 
as demand has fallen and com- 
petition intensified. However 
Mr Freer said he was co ofi dent 
that Merrydown can carve out 
a profitable nicbe. Merrydown’s 
shares, which have collapsed 
from a peak of 298p, perked up 
3-5p to 50p yesterday; 

Most of the £7m the group 
is raising will go in-paying off 
debts and paying for staff re- 
dundancies. 
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Safeway may be heading for the checkout 


JEREMY 

WARNER 

ON WHAT THE 
FUTURE MIGHT 
HOLD FOR THE 
STRUGGLING 
SUPERMARKET 
CHAIN 


IS SAFEWAY heading for an ignominious 
demise, its portfolio of stores broken up and 
parcelled off to its rivals, or can it hope to 
survive and prosper independently once 
more? The City rumour min has beea work- 
ing overtime all this month. Consolidation 
of the supennarfcecs sector didn't end with 
the recent merger of Somenfield and Kwik 
Save, h says. Somehow or other, the num- 
ber four in the sector, Safeway, is also going 
to get carved up or taken over. 

Safeway*s chairman. David Webster, has 
found it impossible to put the lid cm the 
whirlwind of speculation. Publicly be insists 
there's nothing in it, that Safeway has a dear 
independent strategy for the future. Privately 
be must be painfully aware of the bind Safe- 
way finds itself in. 

Tb be number four in any market is al- 
most always a deeply uncomfortably posi- 
tion; in supermarkets, a mature and 
cut-throat business if ever there was one, 
it is doubly so. 

With little room left for expansion in 
sales of groceries, and p lanning pemussoos 
for new superstores in short supply, the mam 
players have no option but to attack each 
other in their search for growth. As the 
smallest and most vulnerable of the top four, 
Safeway is bound to get progressively 
squeezed in this game of robbing Peter to 
pay Paul This would be the case even if 
there hadn’t been some basic errors at Safe- 


w 


in supply and systems. These have made 
matters much worse, allowing the compa- 
ny to be trounced in the pecking order by 
the once beleaguered Asda. 

Safeway claims h is now on lop of these 
problems, but just look at it this way. Its sales 
per square fool are significantly kwer than 
those of Sainsbmy and Ifesco. In theoiy, this 
should give substantial scope for growth; 

Safeway could get anywhere near the cus- 
tomer traffic of the other two, its profits 
would rise exponentially. 

The trouble is, this just ain't going to 
happen. In this business, anyone with rel- 
atively low sales per square foot either has 
to stock goods for longer than its com- 
petitors, inevitably leading to bigger stock 
write-offs than others incur, or has to have 
much better just-in-time delivery systems. 
Again, the cost of providing Ibis puts you 
at a competitive disadvantage. An average 
Safeway store docs not have as big a se- 
lection of produce as a Tfesco, and that’s be- 
cause, without very heavy investment, it 
cannot afford to. And so on and so forth. 

Make no mistake about it, Safeway is fi- 
nancially healthy and continues to make 
good profits. It is not like Kwik Save, which 
was slipping into the sea before it merged 
with Somerfield. Even so, the Gty is con- 
vinced Safeway is set cm a path ofloog, slow 
decline. In the absence of bid hopes, there 
would be little support for the shares. 


So what's going to happen? Even if top 
executives could agree on a division of top 
posts, a straight merger with Asda or 
either of the big two would almost certainly 
be barred by the competition authorities. 
But since when did the Office of Erir Had- 
ing get in between an investment banker 
and his fee? There are plenty of ways to skin 
a cat. Certainly the City is busy dreaming 
them up. Since the collapse Last Septem- 
ber of merger talks between Safeway and 
Asda, there have been talks between Asda 
and Sainsbury about a joint bid. This 
would have seen the two divide up Safeway^ 
stores in a way which would avoid tbe kind 
of local nwnopofy problem ihal would occur 
if one or other subsumed Safeway in its en- 
tirely. These talks too foundered some little 
while back. 

So what about plan C? This would have 
a property company make the bid and then 
seQ off the stores piecemeal; 40 to Asda, 
60 to Sainsbury, 30 to Somerfield, and so 
on. The man City insiders believe daring 
and ambitious enough to aLtempt this 
would be John Rhhlat of British Land. He 
knows as much as there is to know about 
the buying, selling and renting of retail prop- 
erty. He recently signed a near £lbn sale 
and leaseback transaction with Great Uni- 
versal Storesl But could he pull off such an 
audacious plan? 

1 want to stress again that Safeway is not . 


in any way sick- Indeed there are definite 
signs of a slight springin the step right now. 
But by the same token there appears to be 
nobigiH«w. nothing that distinguishes anti 
differentiates it from its main competitors, 
and m tbesprirn ll Tff lg,irifte ' t ** bard to see 

bow the company can adequately challenge 

tbe competitive pressures described e&rfier. 
So once a gain, wbat's the end game? 

I’ve got a special interest in this ques- 
tion because I feel that somehow I was in 
at tbe start of this enterprise. One of my 
first jobs as a financial journalist was to go 
to a results presentation for Alpine double 
glazing. I don’t know what became of that 
company, but at the time it was part of the 
galaxy of businesses and investments that 
surrounded Jimmy Gulliver and his asso- 
ciates, of whom the most important were 
Alistair Grant, David Wsbster and their 
ever-faithfol investment banking hound, 
Angus Grossart Set against some of the 
fusty old types who ran British publicly 
quoted companies in those days, they were 
like a breath of fresh air - switched on, ac- 
cessible and with a can-do mentality that 
made you know they were going places. 

Their other big interest was Argyll 
(named alter Mr Gullivers county of 
birth), which they were building through a 
hectic series of takeovers into a substantial 
company. Within five years, Argyll had es- 
tablished enough of a presence and in- 


vestment following to be able to mounts 
«3bn bid for DistiUers. - still recall tbe 

SuOarwitfa which they launched their as- 
ft was a vicious, i»*ieriy d a mnin g and 
unforgiving attack on the management 
record and performance of this sprawling 
scotch whisky combine. It destroye- John 
Connell DistiUere’ gentlemanly chanroan 
He said off it; “Maybe I was naive. I*®} 


about their rivals in public.’’ 

In the end, Argyll was cheated out of the 
Distillers bid prize by Ernest Saunders at 
Guinness. Jimmy Gulliver was among the 
many casualties of that great takeover battle. 
His colleagues held him partially respon- 
sible, 1 think probably unfairly, for the fail- 
ure oftbeir bid and after a suitable period 
be was required to leave the group. Alis- 
tair Grant and David Webster turned their 
attention instead to tbe acquisition of the 
British end of Safeway from its American 
parent. Until Asda overtook them a few 
yean, wck, the CHyhad only praise for the 
way they handled this business. Such are 
the vicissitudes of corporate life. With the 
vultures now hovering, jDavid Wbbster 
and his team find themselves in a boat not 
dissimilar to John ConneU and his golfing 
partners at Distillers in the mid 1980s. I'd 
like to believe Safeway has a cracking future 
ahead of it, but rhatever happens, it seems 
unlikely it will be under management 


IN BRIEF 


Price controls abolished on 
water for industry 

PRICE controls are to be removed on water charges for large 
industrial consumers, the industry regulator Jan Byatt an- 
nounced yesterday. This means that water companies will not be 
able to offset lower bills for big users by raising charges for do- 
mestic co n sumers. Mr Byatt also said that price reviews would 
take place automatically every five years. 

Outsider to run Vaux 


LUX, the North Eastern brewer and hotel group, yesterday ap- 
pointed Martin Grant, the head of Allied Domecq’s leisure busi- 
ness, as its new chief executive to replace Sir Paul Nicholson. 

The appointment of an outsider marks an end to the Nichol- 
. son family, dynasty which has controlled tbe group since h was 
founded. Sir Paul will become noo-esecutive chairman of tbe group. 
Mr Grant is .responsible for developing brands such as Big Steak 
pub, \tocky Warehouses and Fi rkin. 

St Ives buys rival for £33m 

ST IVES, the printing and direct mail company, has bought one 
of its riva ls. Hun ters Armley, for £33m. The agreed takeover was 
supported by 43 per cent of Hunters shareholders. At a price of 
125p a share, the takeover values- Hunters alia 39-per cent pre- 
mium to its closing price on Thursday. - 

Daiv^HQ comes to London 

DAIWA Securities, the Japanese brokerage, is to transfer its in- 
ternational operations headquarters from Tbkyo to London. Tbe 
firm is also to open an office in London to look after its offshore 
operations. 

Financial services lag behind 

FINANCIAL services companies are faffing to respond to chafes 

in technology, according to a report published yesterday. An. Econ- 
omist Intei%etece Unit/Andersen Consulting survey found that fi- 
nancial institutions were “only slowly adapting to a virtual world”. 
Robert Baldock, a partner in Andersen Consulting, said: "This lack 


always be 
life under 
the stars 


Dragon Oil chief sells up 

ARIFIN Panigoro, chairman of Dragon OD is set to sell his 46 per 
cent state in the oil exploration and production company. Drag- 
on, which has $242m (£15 lm) in shareholders funds and $72m in 

net assets, is focused on- the. Caspian Sea, where it claims to have 

. reserves ’of 187 mUKoa barrels of oil Mr Ranjgorosaidbe had “every 
confidence” in the assets and management of Dragon. He said he 
warned to focus jbis efforts on opportunities in Indonesia. 

UN ambassador to join BT 

BRITAIN'S ambassador to the United Nations is to jam the board 
of British Tfelecom when he retires in June. Sir John Weston, the 
UK’S permanent representative on the UN Security Council in 
New York, will join as a non-executive director after three years 
fa the post. He was previously Britain’s ambassador to Nato. 


[Company results 



"ThmovarC Pre-tax £ 

EPS Dividend 


14-950) {10S9mJ -241501 (-ia.46m)-3a.7p (-33_8p) - f) 

ep*** fa. >. 

RRTftn {82.9710) : 11.42m (10i56m) 1628pp647tf 685p{i98p) 

fWiwmrl ...... i-f. 

75.09nt (7239m) 2£8m (3.406m) 

3.61p{420p) a26pp.15p) - 

feMNTftAnpffl 

86.69m (4R50tn) 14.1m 

44-26p (35-66p)20-0p (18-0p) 

gq.-Tiv.iV 

T693m(S4JJmj -3.78m p.55nfl 

■37.fl2pp.KR)nlW - 

hwiifWffY - - 

limn (9J8m) 2.52m (4.002m) 

7.7pp15p) 6J3p{606p ) 

IwfaWftaBprW' ■ 

7J7»(W4d) MOTTO (0237m) 

Ulppjttp) 02p(65p) 


• 6174m p*4m) 

OS5p((L25{!} -(-) 


a23Biaaam) 61Sm (0.117B1) 

UpfrUtfl l4(rf) • 

ti-tw n-'fawto 

teSfepm-orat**** j 


JUDGED by the events of the 
past few weeks, the world mu- 
sk industry is becoming a glob- 
al business, dominated by an 
ever shrinking number of in- 
creasingly large players. 

After weeks of frenzied 
speculation Seagram yester- 
day announced that it was buy- 
ing Polygram, the record and 
film arm of Philips, for $10.6bn 
(£/L3bn). And most analysts 
now agree that EMI, the UK 
group which had been close to 
a deal with Seagram before ne- 
gotiations broke down, cannot 
hold on to its independence for 
much longer. 

Nevertheless, this is not the 
whole picture. For even as mu- 
sic companies become larger, 
smaller independent labels ap- 
pear to be thriving. 

True, Polygram can boast big 
names such as U2 and Sbetyl 
Crow, while EMI has contracts 
with acts like the Spice Girls. 
But not all big names are 
owned by big labels. Oasis, 
which is arguably the world's 
most successful rock group of 
the past few years, is signed up 
to the ultra-hip, but tiny. Cre- 
ation Records. The Prodigy 
has also stuck with XL Record- 
ings, part of the independent 
Beggar's Banquet label. 

In an industry where size is 
apparently everything, how can 
the smaller labels survive? The 
answer lies in the uncertain na- 
ture of the music industry. The 
cost of discovering, developing 
an d promoting a new band 
can run into millions of pounds 
with no guarantee of success — 
a risk the the major groups, with 
their focus on the bottom line, 
are increasingly reluctant to 
take. So instead they let small- 
er, more nimble groups do the 
head work for them. ‘ 

“The major labels have 


outsourced their A&R de- 
partments to smaller labels,” 
says Boyd Steemson, a former 
industry executive wbo now 
concentrates on managing new 
bands. 

He points to the deal chat 
saw Sony, the Japanese giant, 
buy 49 per cent of Creation 
from its founders, Alan McGee 
and Dick Green, as a landmark. 
Since then, Sony has pursued 
a strategy of taking minority 
stakes in smaller labels, and 
other record companies have 
followed suit 

The agreement is simple. 
The small label continues to 
seek out and promote new tal- 
enL But when a band proves a 
success, it can call on all of the 
major label's marketing and ds- 
tribntion clout to push into 
overseas markets. The large 
group gets some of the bene- 
fit of a major success, but isn’t 
left with a duff band on its 
books when its popularity 
wanes. 

“Basically, all the cool in- 
dependent labels are 
bankrolled by the multina- 
tional conglomerates. They se- 
cure the copyrights but don’t 
have to take on the overhead,” 
says Mr Steemson. 

In a market where growth is 
slowing and competition be- 
coming ever more intense, that 
can be of great benefit to the 
big labels. In recent years, the 
gjobal music industiy has been 
slowing down as the one-off 
boom caused by people re- 
placing ttefr vinyl records with 
compact discs drops away. 

While tbe world musk mar- 
ket expanded by 17 per cent as 
recently as 1993, growth in the 
next few years is forecast at 
about 4 per amt a year. The 
Asian crisis, windi has taken the 
steam out of one of the few 



Acts such as U2 and Elton John, 
above, make big money for big 
companies. Yet All Saints, right, 
are on an independent label 


After Seagram's purchase of PolyGram, Peter Thai Larsen asks if the independents have any future 
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parts of the world where mu- 
sic sales were stfll growing, has 
added to these pressures. 

On top of this, music groups 
are facing an increasing threat 
from the Internet Internet 
music retailers such as Music 
Boulevard are now selling CDs 
for as little as $12 - a large dis- 
count to retail prices in Europe. 
As Nick Ward, an analyst at 
Credit Lyonnais Laing, points 
out, this will eventually force 
music groupsto cut prices and 
squeeze margins. 

All this means that large 
music groups need to be sore 
of success when they promote 
a band. Industry execntives'ad- 
mit that tbe cost of promoting 
new bands means that their first 
album rarely makes money. 
The trick is to pick acts that will 
continue to be popular, there- 


by picking up lucrative profits 
on their second and third re- 
. leases. 

This is a complete change of 
fortune for the independent la- 
bels, many of which were swal- 
lowed up in a welter of 
consolidation in the late 1980s. 
That’s when Island, the label 
which nurtured bands like U2, 
. was taken over by PolyGram 
while Richard Branson sold his 
Virgin record label to EMI. 

So the major and indepen- 
dent labels seem to made for 
each other. "The beauty is that 
we are seen as a place where 
bands can develop at their own 
pace,” says Andy Saunders, 
head of communications at Cre- 
ation. “Bands can work with a 
small team but then be mar- 
keted by a huge organisation.” 

However, the relationship is 


not free of tension. Large 
groups will regularly find them- 
selves competing with smaller 
labels to sign acts. Sometimes 
the rivalry even extends to 
groups that normally work to- 
gether. 

What’s more, the majors 
have to handle their relationship 
with smaller labels carefully. 
Sony recently tried to exercise 
an option it held to take full con- 
trol of Creation. But when its 
founders made it clear they did 
not want to be part of a huge 
musk conglomerate, Sony was 
forced to back down. 

Still, the growing consoli- 
dation between the largest mu- 
sk groups could turn out to be 
good news for smaller labels. 
“The merger between Sea- 
gram and Polygram may look 
bad news for the independent 


sector,” says Ajax Scott, editor 
of Music Business Interna- 
tional, the industiy bible. “But 
increased competition between 
the majors means they will in- 
vest more safely, leaving a 
niche for the independents.” 

Not all industry observers 
accept the status quo, howev- 
er. Having alreacfy made one 
fortune setting up and selling 
a record label. Richard Bran- 
son recently set up another, 
calling it V2. His aim is to cre- 
ate a global music player from 
scratch, investing in offices and 
distribution facilities around the 
world. Observers arc not yet 
sure whether his gamble will 
pay off. “They've had some suc- 
cess," says one industry insid- 
er. “But thity have probably 
only got another two years to 
justify that level of investment.” 
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Rich pickings for the new millionaires 


It's been an amazing month for wealth 
creation. Britain’s new entrepreneurs 
are having a ball. By Nigel Cope 


WHAXa month it has been for 
the new entrants into Britain's 
millionaires' club. Thanks to a 
decision to sell or float their 
business on the stock market, 
the founders of a computer 
software group and an internet 
services company are now sit- 
ting on a paper fortune. They 
are not alone - in the last four 
weeks alone, seven entrepre- 
neurs have made a combined 
£lbn. 

These are some of Britain’s 
new millionaires. Often quite 
young, aged in their 30s or 40s, 
they have typically made their 
fortunes in new, fast-growing 
industries And there has been 
a sudden rush of them. 

Mike Norris, 36, who runs 
the Computacenter PC supplies 
business, is now worth more 
than £12m following the com- 
pany’s £13bn flotation last 
week. The two founders, Philip 
Hulme and Peter Ogden, are 
worth a staggering £344m and 
have so much money to spare 
that they are giving away £50m 
to charity. 

Cliff Stanford, has made 
£33m from selling his Demon 
Internet business and is now 
setting up a fund to help young 
entrepreneurial hopefuls. 

Tbm McCabe, founder of 
the Swiftcall phone company, 
is set to net £100m if a deal to 
sell the business to a Japanese 
company goes through. 

Tom Singh will find his stake 
in the New Look fashion chain 
be founded worth more than 
£120m when it floats on the 
stock market next month. And 
so the list goes on. 

The array of talent paints an 
interesting picture of entre- 
preneurial Britain. The first 
point is that Britain’s busi- 
nessmen and women seem to 
be more dynamic. Rob John- 
son, an American who lectures 
in entrepreneurship at London 
Business School says be-feels 
the UK is now catching up with 
the go-getting, “caff do" busi- 


ness culture of the United 
Stales. “There is a change in the 
business culture. People are 
more willing to take risks. We 
are getting more and more 
role models like these new 
millionaires and people start to 
think ‘well if they can do iL.1 
might have a go.’ Success 
breeds success.” 

It is a point backed up by 
Cliff Stanford of Demon In- 
ternet Mr Stanford is one of a 
growing number of “serial en- 
trepreneurs” the country is 
now producing. In pubs alone 
there are three. Michael Can- 
non built up the Devenish pubs 
chain, sold it and then devel- 
oped the Magic Pub company 
before selling that too. David 
Bruce founded the Firkin bar 
and breweries and is now set- 
ting up bars in France. Hugh 
Corbett is opening pubs in 
London a g ain after s elling his 
first chain. 

There remains much to be 
done here, though- Some eco- 
nomic commentators point out 
that Britain’s economy still 
lacks the large layer of medi- 
um-sized companies which ex- 
ist in Germany. They say many 
sell out rather than seeking out- 
side investment to develop 
their businesses. A look at our 
list shows some common 
themes. Many of the new mil- 
lionaires have made their for- 
tunes in fast growing high 
technology sectors such as 
telecommunications and com- 
puters. There isn't a single en- 
gineer or industrialist in the lisL 

It is a trend underlined in 
the recent Independent 100 list 
of Britain’s fastest growing pri- 
vately owned companies. The 
top places were dominated by 
service sectors enterprises com- 
puter software businesses or re- 
cruitment consultants which 
are benefiting from the trend 
towards the contracting out of 
□on-core services. 

As Nigel Crockford^ a part- 
ner at accountants PriceWa- 


The dash for cash: Seven entrepreneurs who have struck it rich in the past month 
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terhouse in Nottingham, says: 
“These kind of businesses are 
very attractive to the stock 
market at the moment and 
they are fetching some very 
high ratings.” For example 
when Computacenter, the PC 
supplier floated this yeek, its 
offer ofshare&was swamped by 
investors, It could have been ' 
-subscribed 10 times over. Ac- 


cording to DavkiWIlkmsoo, na- 
tional head of entrepreneurial 
services at the : accountants 
Ernst & Young, the surge in the 
number of deals is due to the 
stock market’s long-running 
“bull market” which has now, 
lasted for several years. 

“With the stock market , at 
these kind of levels companies 
are looking at it and saying 'if , 


we go now we can get a very 
good price. If we wait things 
could change. There is a lot of 
talk about potential recession 
at the moment and that could 
affect sentiment. So if I had a 
small restaurant chain at the 
moment with a bit of a brand 
name, this would be a very good 
time to sefl.” . 

. Fear that the market may 

• 5 *v. -• . . 


change could be one factor be- 
hind the rush of deals, but so 
could the threat of higher tax- 
es. Mr Wilkinson says the 
LabourGovernmCTrcoidd “get 
tough" on capital gains tax for 
entrepreneurs selling their 
businesses. “There has been a 
sigh of relief from the entre- 
preneurial community so far be- 
cause .Labour, has not .yet 


launched any sort of crack- 
down. Bnt that could change.” 
People used to say that the 
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0800 
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Our new Regular Savings Account lets you build up a handy sum by saving a little every month. 

You may not even notice you're saving as you can put aside as little as £20 a month by standing order. 
Save for just one year and you'll earn generous interest of 6.50% gross p.a. (variable) induding your year 
end bonus. Or you can save for longer and benefit from even higher rates. And you can make one 
withdrawal a year without penally. 

Contact us today 

If you'd like to know more or to open an account please drop into a branch of Alliance & Leicester. For details 
of your nearest branch, please call free on 0800 412 214. 

Generous Rates ■ 


One year: 
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ALLIANCE & LEICESTER REGULAR SAVINGS ACCOUNT 
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PICTURE OF THE WEEK Oper*joera in reflective mood enjoying die ganten on the first evening o f Glyndebourraft opera season. Photograph by John Voos. To order a print of this picture (Bx9ln) can 0171-293 2534 
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2/TRAVEL AGENDA 


Dylan Thomas waxes lyrical over 
the air* waves. Swansea 
celebrates its prodigal son with a 
festival this July and August 


Poet’s 


corner 


Every summer Swansea 
revels in the rhythms and 
rhymes of Dylan Thomas. 
This year there’s a special 
festival, writes Patrick Ellis 



Swansea sees the return of Dylan Thomas once again 
this summer. Between 24 July and 24 August the first 
Dylan Thomas Festival to be run by the city will be 
held in the newly dedicated Dylan Thomas Centre. The 
event will culminate in a four-day international con- 
ference on “Dylan Thomas and his Contexts”, held in 
association with University of V&Ies Swansea. It is open 
to academics and non-academics alike. The bonus for 
committed fans of Thomas is the possibility of stay- 
ing in what remains of the old Swansea Grammar 
School where the poet edited the school magazine. 

The young Thomas would certainty recognise the 
festival venue that has recently been dedicated to his 
memory. Set squarely in the centre of what was then 
Swansea's commercial hub, the Municipal Offices and 
House of Correction with their elegant arched windows 
and columns of honey-coloured granite were built in 
1829. Since being replaced by the Guildhall farther to 
the west in the Thirties, the building has seen some 
changes. For many years it served as a college of fur- 
ther education before sliding into disuse and derelic- 
tion in the early Eighties. After being rescued and ren- 
ovated it was reopened in 1995 to host the 
International Year of Writing and literature. Currently 
the centre houses the Dylan Thomas exhibition, “L, in 
ray intricate image”, as well as promoting varied and 
lively poetry, theatre and musical events throughout 
the year. 

Thomas, who was born in 1924 in Cwmdonkin 


Drive, would have known every hiding place and 
climbable tree in nearby Cwmdonkin Park where 
Swansea's pride in its famous, if somewhat prodigal, 
son is further marked by a garden dedicated to his 
memory. From the top of the park the views over the 
broad sweep of Swansea Bay would still be familiar 
to him.. Hie twin islands of Mumbles Head, reput- 
edly taking their name from mwnbus, the Latin word 
for breasts, were to call him westwards, away from 
the safety of his childhood home to the beautiful 
Gower Peninsula, to West. Wales and uitinr3tety to 
America. 

And in true. vagabond poet. fashion, Thomas 
answered that call - first on his own and then with his 
wife and family. But however restless his spirit, he still 
seemed unable to cut his links with the quiet, coastal 
Welsh towns of his youth. 

The accommodating peace of Newquay, where the 
A486 finally comes to rest beside the waters of Cardi- 
gan Bay, held him for a while. Though it throve in the 
18th and 19th centuries as a ship-building town, 
Newquay has long taken its foot off the gas. Ship- 
building has been replaced by fishing and tourism and, 
more recently, the town has been promoting its 
Atlantic bottlenose dolphin, population, which can 
often be seen in the bay. Between 1944 and 1945 the 
Thomas family rented the bungalow Majoda from a 
. local doctor. This was a productive period for Thomas. 
While he was here he wrote the heart-brealringty 


beautiful “Fern HUT. in memoiy of childhood holi- 
days at his aunt's Femhill Farm near Carmarthen. 

They didn’t stay at Newquay very long. Allegedly 
one night the bungalow was visited by a military man 
recently returned from active service, who was armed 
With a machine gun and a hand grenade. He had appar- 
ently drunk a considerable amount of alcohol and was 
concerned about the close ties that his wife seemed 
to have formed with the poet. The soldier fired into 
■the ceding, but Thomas coolly managed. to persuade 
hint to hand oyer his weapons. At the ensuing court 
cased lenient view of the soldier’s actions prevailed. 
He got” off. By this tnnethe Thomases had moved. 

With its usually unhurried tranquillity it has been 
suggested that Newquay was the model for Llaregyb, 
the fictional coastal setting for Under MDk Wood. Llar- 
egyb, whose spelling was slightly modified to disguise 
Thomas’s little joke (the reversal of the phrase “bug- 
ger all") probably draws on many of the towns and vil- 
lages he knew - places such as Ferrysi.de, Fishguard, 
Mumbles and of course, Laugharne where, according 
to his friend Vemou Watkins, he spent some of the hap- 
piest days of Ms life. 

Almost feminine in its gentle undulations, Laugh- 
arne today seems to be pervaded with a soft perma- 
nence in its slow streets as the town reclines along the 
shore where Corran Brook meets the River Taf Laugb- 
ame Castle still dominates the place. It was originally 
bnflt as a Norman defence of the mouth of the river. 


In today's somewhat calmer political dimate it is main- 
tained at public expense and defended by a charming 
and informative ticket lady who collects the £2 entry 
charge. The money is well spent. The views from the 
castle tower over the fiat estuary leading into Car- 
marthen Bay can't have altered much since the days 
when Thomas used the gazebo built into the east waH 
to compile the short stories that were to become Por- 
trait of the Artist as a Young Dog. 

Whether it was the proximity to the sea. the quiet 
maturity of the town or just the absence of gun-toting 
husbahds .is.dpeb to debate but Thomas certainty felt 
comfortable here. And herehe chose to live: His last 
home, the Boat House, perched on the edge of town, 
almost overhangs the estuary. From his writing den in 
the cycle shed, he could gaze out over the water search- 
ing for inspiration, 1 or, alternatively, he could sneak off 
up to the pub. After Thomas died in New York in 1953, 
his body was brought home. It is buried in St Martin's 
Church in the town, with a simple white wooden cross 
marking the grave. 

Back in Swansea, the spirit of Thomas lives on at 
the Dylan Thomas Theatre, home of Swansea Little 
Theatre, of which the young Dylan was a member. In 
the nearby maritime quarter his statue half rises from 
its seat As he gazes over the Maritime Museum's col- 
lection of boats and the private yachts moored in the 
old dock basin, is the poet making for the bar, or has 
he been inspired to write one last poem? 


know a bank where the wild thyme blows . . . 


Today, the search for possible contendere for Shake- 
speare's wood in A Midsummer Night's Dream is hin- 
dered by the fact that Athens is definitely not a green 
city. The view from the top of the Acropolis is one of 
a sprawling white metropolis in every direction, 
though SO yeazs ago the city was a great deal smaller, 
and woods would have been seen on the horizon. 

The ancient Athenians used the word polis to 
describe the city of Athens. However, they also some- 
times used polis to refer to the rocky outcrop of the 
acropolis, the sacred heart of the city. In ancient times 
the polis of Athens was not easily defined and there 
was an ongoing debate among the intellectual 61ite as 
to the outer limits of the city. 

Philosophers argued over whether the Acropolis 
walls or the long walls built under Themistodes marked 
the city's boundaries, and the farming inhabitants of 
the demes who lived many miles from the Acropolis 
argued that they too were included in the city. It is pos- 
able, therefore, that Shakespeare's wood could be 
“near Athens” in the sense of near to the Acropolis 
and the Agora, the ancient sacred and political 
centres of the city. 

These days, the only surviving green areas near to 
these classical ruins are the National and Zappeion gar- 


Cheap flights to Athens mean that a month from now you could go in 
search of the ‘wood near Athens' where the action in Shakespeare's 
A Midsummer Night's Dream’ takes place. Moira O'Neill investigates 



dens which boast subtropical trees, peacocks, water- 
fowl ornamental ponds and a botanical museum. How- 
ever, these gardens did not exist in Shakespeare's day; 
they were created only during the last century. 

But you will find greenery, lots of it, if you go to 
the north-east suburban limit of Athens to Lykabettos, 
the highest of the hills of Lhe city. It still has wooded 
slopes where visitors can walk in the shade, but is now 
a green island in a sea of houses. 

Travelling in the same direction 1 4 km farther 
north east of Athens you'll find Kifissia, an attractive 
and popular “garden city” on the south-west slopes of 
Mt Pentelikon. The shade of its pine trees offers a wel- 
come relief from the glare of Athens. A few miles far- 
ther north of Kifissia, Ekali, a pleasant summer resort 
is also situated amid pine woods. 

Heading out to Eleuas west of Athens, you will pass 
the botanic garden on your left with its tall poplars. 


A little further on, Plato’s Olive Tree is one of the few 
survivors from the famous grove that once bordered 
the Kifissos from Kolonos to the sea. Along the same 
route, laurels sacred to Apollo once flourished in the 
area around the Monastery of Dhafhi, which owes its 
name to these trees. 

Wooded hills can also be seen to the west of the 
approach along the Mcsogia road to the Temple of 
Poseidon at Sounion. However, 1 think that these 
woods are too for from the city to he a possible 
contender. 

North west of Athens. 'Mount Parthina is cut by 
deep ravines and covered with pine trees. It has more 
lhan 1,000 plant species, several easy, weD marked trails 
and two refuges. 

The most appealing possibility for a setting for a 
Midsummer Night's Dream is somewhere on the west 
slopes of Mount Hymettos, which reach almost to the 


eastern outskirts of Athens, Here the aromatic plants 
and shrubs that produced the best food for bees in clas- 
sical times are now less widespread, though terebinth, 
juniper, Lbyme, sage, mint and lavender are still to be 
found and you can easily imagine the intrigues of Puck 
and Obcron taking place in these fragrant surround- 
ings. But what the place lacks in ebullient greenery it 
makes up for in love. A climb through the woodland 
around the 11th-century Kaisarianis monastery 5km 
from Athens will lead to a hilltop fountain idyUicalty 
set among pine, plane and cypress trees. The water that 
bubbles from this fountain was believed to have mag- 
ical properties; it was dedicated to Aphrodite, whose 
temple stood nearby. 


EasyJet (0990 292929) has promised a return fare of £140 
when it begins flights from Luton to Athens on 10 July. 
The impending arrival has caused the other airlines fly- 
ing to Athens - British Airways (0345 222111), Cronus 
Air (0171-580 3500), Olympic ( 0171-4093400 ) and Vir- 
gin Atlantic (01293 747747) - to lower their fares; fora 
trip from Heathrow in June, Cronus is quoting £161 
return. 


For more on Greece, see page 6 




A tram 

Rail travel throughout Wales for less 
than £9 per day is offered by the Free- 
dom of Wales Flexipass. From tomor- 
row you can travel anywhere on the 
oework, many eight da^m a fentnig^ 
for a total of £69 (railcard-holders 
£45.55). The pass also covers the “miss- 
ing link" in the principality’s rail system, 
allowing free travel on the narrow-gauge 
Ffestiniog Railway between Blaenau 
Ffestiniog and Porthmadog. Phone 
01766512340. 


CHECK 
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free. Several tour operators, such as 
Hayes & Jarvis (0181-222 7811) are 
packaging flights with hotels for about 
the same (£400-£500) as you’d pay for 
the air fore alone 


A boat 

The new Fortsmouth-Chcrbourg fast 
feny opens up additional day-trip pos- 
sibilities to northern Fiance. This week- 
end is extremely busy, but later on there 
should be availability at £12 per person 
and £15 per car (P&O, 0990 980980). 


A plane 

Seven years ago there were no direct 
flights between Britain and Ctixu now you 
can choose from three services on 
Cubana (0171-734 1 165) to Havana from 
Gatwid^ phis cm from Manchester. TUe& 
day’s departure goes via the island of Gayo 


island you can reach from Britain. 


A room 

... on the island could be effectively 


A meal 

“Jacques Chirac look President Yeltsin 
to Chez Yvonne at 10 rue Sanglier, a 
venue famous for its patronne. Alsat- 
ian specialities and traditional French 
cooking at surprisingly reasonable cost” 
- Margaret Campbell recommends 
this restaurant in Strasbourg, in her 
£250-guide to the city in next Wednes- 
day’s Independent Eye. A possible ad- 
junct for those not fluent in French 
could be the French Menu Reader by 
Maggie Plunkett (Stanway Publica- 
tions, £4.99, call 01386 854864). It dif- 
ferentiates between alsadenne (“a dish 


mainly with ham. sausage and sauer- 
kraut") and aJsatum (“light dry white 
wine“). The author concedes “Since 
there are 250 ways to cook a fillet of 
sole, I hope you appreciate that no work 
of this size can ever be complete." 


A week from now ... 

... the final preparations will be under 
way at St Heller’s markets for Jersey's 
Good Food Festival Fair, which takes 


place on Sunday at the dimax of the 
annual festival An tony \Vbrrall Thomp- 
son will be opening the event at I lam. 


... . . . Ir 
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The chap at the Alamo car; 
rental depot in Orlando was 
charm itself. “Where wfllyou 
be travelling this week?”. : : 
Tbuched by his interest, I ~ 

outlined my plan to head *q : 
Hbrida’s.Gulf Coast.' ^ 

Immedfefety his tone changed^: 

. to one of surprise. Leaning 
forward with an air of deep ; • ■ j 
. concern, he said “Sir, -I would >_j 
' -str ong ly advise YOU tO " 

to a bigger model 7 ".. >«i 

“No thanks, Tm very < ; -r j 
happy with a small car.” Tie ; 

- promised model was about -; r - 

the si us of a Fiesta. /i 

“If you were ta upgrade^* . 
could probably get youa rag-o: 
gjyp. for tiie price of ft conippiGf. •. 

- just $9.99 a day." . -fc . > ' 
■' And the rest, T thought r |; V 

unchari tably. Renting a catoi. 

America is like taking* . '"-if * , 
freeway off-ramp as you padg 

somewhere dodgy, 13ce -7 - • 

Dallas. As soon as you ; 
deviate, whether from ? 
Interstate 10 or the pre-paif ..?${ 
fully inclusive car rental ratp, Jy 
you start paying. Tb that $9.99- ^ 
you can add Florida tax and ■ "? 
airport fees, and probably 
whole trunk-full of other : ; 
charges; a state government.^ •: 
that is mean-minded enough . 
to charge renters five cents 
(yes, the equivalent of three 
pence) per day for “battery - - 
and tire disposal” has many 
ways to dip into your holiday : 

spending. -_ •• 

“No thanks, HI take the . 
economy car." After alO-* • 
hour flight I just. wanted to 

get going. Inkead, the: 4 
di scussi ons continued in a 
rather less cheerful manner^. 

“Just a moment, sir, I think 
we may have a problem.” 

Tbn minutes — and several - ; 
hushed conversations with : Y . 
managerial types - later, he . 
handed me the paperwork for 
a Suzuki Esteem. “It’s rather 
huger than an economy . \ . 

. model” . 

This was one of the largest; • 
car rental depots on the 
.. . planet, yet it did not have a 
single small car. It is tempting 
- to deduce from this that 
almost every client who ba$;^ 
booked an economy roodelK r - 
pn^aaded. to upgrade - and 
thejoocplfory that anyauewfaci . i 
; st^^ , ^ wift ^t a lng^^\ / 

; car than planned artyway,t v^ ' 
Evidence for or against, - .- ' 
please. 



In Britain, the railway still 
provides an alternative for 
people who prefer not to 
drive - but in certain quarters 
there appears to be a 
concerted campaign to get 
people off the t rains and on 
to the roads. 

Viigm Hams is based in 
Bir mingham . Last Tuesday, 
passengers at New Street ... 
station trying to find the right 
platformwere confronted by 
a complete set of blank 
screens. (A ruse to prevent 
people seeing how late the .. 
trains were running?) 

And get those sandwiches 
packed; from Monday, Virgin 
is stopping serving lunch or > - 
dinner on Bi rmingham - 
London trains. 


KLM uk (0990 074074) is offering a fore 
of £78 return from South amp ton, £10 
more from Stansted. 


A drink 

The same book also has an English- 
French section, so if you are looking 
for boissonssonsalcool you can ask for 
shandy ( panache ) or soda water (Veau 
au siphon). 


A month from now ... 

... you could be warming up. for the. 
England -Colombia thriller at a new 
Colombian restaurant; Mango, , in 
Highbury, north London (0171-704 
1960), where the speciality is tamales. 
Or try the real thing on a trip to Bo- 
©jfo on Avianca (0990 767747), the only, 
non-stop from Britain to Colombia. 


A year from now ... 

-..■RfoesTravel (01728 685971) w31 ran 
a trip to the American tribal lands of 
Arizona, Colorado and New Mexico. 
One of the 1 1 nights is spent sharing 

a NavahoAqgon. The cost is £1,775 plus 
air fore to Arizona. 


The 


Hi e whole episode was r 
mildly, amusing until I hit the 
rush-hour traffic andt stained V « 
thinking about the . 
environmental implicatipqjs..'7 
Since smaller cars generally ; 
use less fuel you would hope; 
that an environmentally • j : 
responsible company would ‘ 
encourage people to trade ... 
down. Perhaps it is far fetched 
to imagine a rental rep asking 
“do you really need that gas- 
guzzling Lincoln, ma'am? Hie - - 
Geo Metro is much more 
economical” But at the very 
least, car rental companies 
should apply no pressure on 
customers to drive a bigger, 
heavier and more damaging 
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The Provencal landscape immortalised by Marcel Pagnol remains frozen in time. By Ra>| Kershaw 


So there it is, that fateful fountain, in the heart 
of La ThsiHe, the real Bastides Blanches village 
of Jean de Florette. Ibday, though, it’s not run- 
ning. It would be romantic to think that Manon 
is up to her -tricks again, but a kindly old gentle- 
naan explains from his shade that it’s simply 
because the pipes axe top old. 

The fountain, of course, is what eveiyone 
remembers, where eveiyone comes first, and 
we’re surprised there hasn't been a bit of 
timely plumbing- But then, LaTreille takes its 
role as Provence’s most famous village with a 
negligent detachment. Nowhere can you see the 
name of Pagnol. There are no shops, no sou- 
venirs, no longer a cafS. There is not even — be 
warned —a public lavatory. 

It’s not that the residents wish you hadn't 
come. It’s just that they’re still a real commun- 
ity. In the shade of the plane trees outside the 
Republican Qub, the men of the village still 
gather to play boulcs as they might have done 
in Manon’s time. And, with true rural hospit- 
ality, twice while we’re there ladies come to their 
doors to ask whether we need water. 

There’s a busparfc today at the bottom of die 
hill, imA a few co mmu ter, villas that make rich 
targets for burglars from Marseilles. But thevil- 

lage remains much as Pagnol pictured it in the 
ri pening paragr aphs of Jean de Florette'. under ter- 
raootta dies huddled among cobbled squares and 
alleyways, sheltering from the sun and the bite 
of the mistral The singl e road soon peters out 
mlo the high jgarrigue, the wfld Provengal coun- 
tcysde that is woven into aD his books and films. 
Tbeikeraiy geography of few other writers can 
correspond so closely with that of their life. 

Marcel Pagnol was bom in Aubagne, the 
bushing little market town just down the hlfl. 
Totally Provencal, cheerfally unglamorous, it is 
famous for itssantons — ceramic ^g u n nes — yd 


A few steps along the boulevard, The little 
World of Pagnol is on its way to becoming the 
town's principal attraction. As well as memor- 
abilia, it boasts an animated diorama of those 
ceramic figurines whose faces natnistafcably 
belong to Yves Montand and Gerard Depardieu 
- those stars erf the Claude Beni films. Though 
crowded with school kids, it proves less tacky than 
we fear. And, as with much else in Aubagne, we 
can't grumble at the cost — entrance is free. 

But up behind La Tieifle, between the trian- 
gle of limestone peaks forming the Massif de 
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his schoolmaster father transferred thefemigitbe 
dozen mites to Marseilles, Aubagne sees itself 
increasmgiy as foe gateway to Papirf land. The 
tourist office gets an average of 200 inquiries a 
day, from places as distant as C hin a and Japan. 


I’Etofle, foe real Pagpofs Provence easts virtu- 
ally unchanged. Carpeted with rosemary, laven- 
der, thyme, it’s so exactly Eke the books and films 
that it looks delightfully familiar. A map from 
foe tourist office shows the directions, but we find 
that the best guidebooks are foe autobiographies 
that let Piagnol himself bring it all to life. 

La Bastide Neuve is the old farmhouse of 
hk childhood smnmerlK^idgys that washkBfe- 
long idea of heaven on earth. He was laser to 
make it the home of Jean de Florette. (“Look!" 
cried the hunchback. "Just see those giant bram- 
bles, that tangle of olive trees, bushes of rose- 


mary! It's like Zola’s paradise. It’s more beau- 
tiful than paradise!”) 

Overgrown with clematis, foe place still has 
a vaguely ramshackle look, though peering over 
from foe olive grove we discover a new swim- 
ming-pool in the backyard. Then comes the gar- 
rigue, dense with aromatic herbs, cut by deep 
ravines. And somewhere it’s all up there: 
Manon’s cave, foe hidden springs, foe \hflon of 
Basretemps where Marcel’s father won his gkny, 
foe cave of Grosiboa on the summit of Tkoume 
where Marcel and Lfli, the peasant boy who 
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taught him the secrets of the tuHs, met the fear- 
some eagle owl while sheltering from a storm. 

We have the wild landscape to ourselves. The 
only sounds in the hot silence are foe chirping 
of cicadas and foe drone of insects. But as we 
str ugg le to the gumnit 1 of La Grande Tete 
Rouge, king before we see him we catch the ani- 
mated oratory of M Louis del Rosso. He is not 
only, be tells us, foe best Pagnol Country 
guide; he’s also foe president of the Pagnol 
Association. He is leading two Swiss tourists, 
who are getting as much fan from his ebullient 
eccentricity as from their guided tour itself. 


From our windy eyrie, two kilometres above 
a pocket-sized Marseilles, M del Rosso points 
out foe sites of Pagnol's life. He ought to know. 
He says be worked as an extra in the films. In 
foe following days, vyherever we go, in caves, in 
lonely vattons , we secern fated to meet M Louis. 
Although he has np English, his exuberance 
alone must be well worth his fee. 

Occasionally you meet other bands of Pag- 
nol pilgrims, but the atmospheric landscape 
hides a hundred secret places. Among foe herbs 
and the wild flowers, there is sometimes a sense 
of walking with ghosts. On a bare stretch of gar- 
rigue we come upon a ruined hut, haunted by 
Marcel's younger biiother Paul. While Marcel’s 
love of the hills made him a writer Paul fulfilled 
his by becoming a goatherd, living in this hut 
with his harmonica for company. Now only foe 


foundations 


with wild roses growing 


among foe rubble He died at 34 from a 
tumour of the braii i - another heartbreak for 
Marcel, who felt Lh< force of destiny, cruel and 
benign, so often in His life. Paul was almost cer- 
tainly his model foil Manon. 

Pagnol now lies in the little cemetery just 
down the hill from the famous open aqueduct 
that flows through (the book and film of My 
Mother’s Chdieau. There are many flowers on 
the grave, and we rfead a note written in Eng- 
lish: “Thank you, Marcel, for the joy that you 
gave us.” I’ve brought a few carnations. That 
seems the most appropriate. But my wife's been 
picking wfld flowers from the hills. She thought 
he’d like those best 

EasyJei (099029292$ ) has flights from Luton and 
Liverpool to Nice staking at £98 return, hit as the 
summer peak and Hfyrtd Cup approach seats at 
this price are scarce. [The most reliable econom- 
ical choice is to use Eurostar (0345 303030) firm 
London Waterloo, changing at Paris or Lille for 
a direct service to Avignon. The journey time is 
about nine hours, and the fare is £119 return. 
The French Travel Centre in the UK ism 178Pic- 
cadilfy, London WIY.QAL (0891 244123 \ a pre- 
mium-rate number). • The Cadogan Guide to 
Provence (£14.99) is handy. 


Town of 

anchovies 
and illusions 

In Chiavari on the Italian Riviera you 
start to wonder what continent you re 
in, writes Michael Delahaye 


As with all foe best discoveries, we came upon Chiavari 
by chance, late one evening cn route from Bordeaux to 
Florence. It was 8pm and we’d been driving for 12 
hours. Our little hire car was protesting - and here we 
were, just past foe Frencfa-ItoJian border and facing the 
interminable string of tunnels that punctuate foe 
autostrada of the Ligurian Riviera. 

We needed to eat and sleep. But where? The only 
names that stood out on foe map were Genoa. La 
Spezia and San Remo-a choice between a port, a naval 
base and a song festival Scanning more closely, my eye 
focused on a seaside place I had never heard of and, as 
it turned out, couldn’t even pronounce: Chiavari (foe 
accent is on the second syllable: key-&h-va-ree — 
important, as otherwise it can be confused with the verb 
meaning to have sex). 

Along its front, Chiavari is an unremarkable 
Mediterranean resort with perhaps a tad more timbre 
than most. The water and the beaches are scrupulously 
cfean and — a boon for those with small children — foe 
sw imming areas are enclosed by low breakwaters of 
boulders that still allow foe sea to circulate. (Rather less 
suitable for small children is some of foe amorous 
nocturnal activity here, involving foe local adolescents.) 

If you want to stay on the front there’s a fair choice 
of two- and three-star hotels. Our room in an 
unpretentious three-star establishment - with en suite 
bathroom, breakfast and parking — cost just 80,000 lire 
(about £30). And there was foe bonus of waking up to 
foe weather forecast on RAM. given in full military fig 
by one Captain Paolo Capizzi - no doubt of the 
Carabinieri Qoudbusters Brigade. In Italy foe weather 
is too important to leave to civilians. 

But what really justifies at least a stop-over is what 
you may never find unless you walk 100 metres away 
from the from, under the railway line. Behind It lies 
the old town.The atmosphere is a mix of Italian and, 
bizarrely. South American. The streets have names 
such as Corso Montevideo; there are huge white 
churches and consulates for Peru, Chile and Uruguay. 
When you spot an old gentleman in a linen suit doffing 
his panama, you start seriously to wonder which 
continent you're in. 

The explanation is that towards foe end of foe last 
centuiy, many of foe town's sons emigrated to South 
America, made their fortunes and either came back 
themselves or sent their money back. Hie blend of 
architecture that resulted can make you gasp or laugh. 

Take five minutes to inspect the palazrine along the 
Corso Mfllo. Even Italy doesn’t offer many chances to 
see peach plasterwork with terracotta embellishments 
and turquoise shutters - on the one building. 

Now take a right turn off foe Corso Millo into the 
commercial centre of the old town and, a second time, 
you start to wonder whether you've stumbled on to the 
back lot of a film studio. What from a distance look like 
ordinary architectural features - carved stone, pointed 
brickwork, protruding sills - turn out to be painted 
illusions. The technique - firm arciuiettura - started in 
the 17th centuiy as a cheap way for the average 
Chiavarese to tart up his modestly plastered pile. In 
spirit, it wasn’t so different from the penchant of today's 
DIY enthusiasts for taping instant leaded lights to their 
double-glazing. Down the centuries, the effect in 
Chiavari has been to make even the relatively recent 
look instantly old. 

The town’s undoubted wealth is reflected in the 
quality of the shops. Old money never dies here; it just 
turns over. If you have a weakness for designer 
kitchenware, if names such as Guzzini and Alessi make 
you weak in the wallet, prepare to shed your lire. And 
remember, the great thing about any Italian gadget - a 
Parmesan grater, a cappuccino faamer or a humble 
orange squeezer - is that, if you get bored looking at it, 
you can always use iL 

Predictably, the local culinary specialities are fish 
based. For a taste of the best at around £15 a head, try 
foe Creuza de Mar in foe Piazza Cademartori. The fresh 
anchovies in oil and the clam spaghetti make excellent 
starters, particularly when sluiced down with foe tangy 
Sardinian house white. And, if you really want to 
impress your fellow diners, pat your lips and murmur 
u Siamo nati persojfrire ” - we’re born to suffer. 

But if. on the day you leave, you just want to pack 
something snackable for the journey, do what we did: go 
along to one of the hakers in foe Via Martin della 
Liberazione, buy a huge tile of freshly baked focaccia 
(the flat, dimpled bread made with olive oil) and then 
walk along to the Bottega del Formaggio at No 208, 
where Gianni or Mauro will fill it with cheese and 
prosciutto. Chiavari is that sort of place. 

The nearest airport to Chiavari is Genoa. The only airline 
with flights there from Britain is British Airways (0345 
222111), daily from Gatwick. A World Offer fare has just 
expired, which means you can expect to pay around £200 
return. You may do better tojfyto Milan, which is about 
100 minutes and £10 away by train. See 48 Hours in Milan 
(p 8) for details of flights there. 
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The winning LottoAid numbers for drxwdme 21st May! 998 ; 
1st 2nd 3rd 4th 5th 


025751 ■ 022467 B 021842 ■ 025537 H 022374 


75% of il proce ed s from LonaAid go (Sreerfy bo fund AcbonAnfs 
fight against wwtd poverty. 

For details of how to pU* please telephone the hdpdesfc ate 0H6D £2972 
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Slow 

train to 
China 

The journey from Almaty to Urumchi was an 
adventure in rtself for Amar Grover 

Almaty, capital of Kazakhstan, is famous for its apples, but at the cavernous 
Central Market there were none. As the day wore on the city's wholesome, 
almost quaint complexion ripened into something less mellow. 

Two men and a shrieking woman bounced out of a drinking-tent and 
biffed each other wildly. Later, beside the railway station, our taxi driver 
shook his fist and quivered with rage when I paid him what had been agreed. 
Outside, against a wall two thugs quietly slugged away at each other. 1 has- 
tened to the ticket hall, anxious to please whatever tetchy clerk migh t trouble 
to sell me a ticket. 

All fears proved groundless; within minutes I bad a ticket and instruc- 
tions to report for train No 14 the following afternoon. We were bound 
for Urumchi in north-west China’s Xinjiang Province. The twice-weekly 
Genghis Khan Express started up in 1990 when China linked her railways 
to the USSR's vast network. It had been a sensitive border, bruised by ide- 
ological scraps and territorial squabbles; today business is die balm that 
soothes these once creaking joints. 

Almaty’s is a busy station, but in the rarefied hush of the Khan’s separ- 
ate waiting hall, we were cocooned from the hustle and bustle. Around us 
waited patient groups of Kazakhs and Chinese and a few Utghms from Xin- 
jiang, mostly smart and prosperous-looking, with ordered pDes of baggage. 
A neat provodnitsa, or attendant, one for each car, confirmed the aura of 
privilege by escorting us to spotless compartments with a cheery smil e. 

We had treated ourselves to a first-class, two-berth compartment and 
for once, the Kazakhs gave value for money. Not only did the reading lights 
light and the locks lock but the sheets were crisp and the pillows soft. My 
companion began nesting -some 40 hours of languor lay ahead - and I darted 
out for provisions. Miss provodnitsa grinned when I returned with bottles 
of absurdly cheap champagne. “Honeymoon?” she ventured saucily. 

Almaty's concrete blight had fallen away by the time she brought us small 
towels and a Thermos of boiling water. One of the pleasures of a long train 
journey is that with so few things to do, you can usually do them well -and 
so we began the first of several lavish picnics. The market stocked mon- 
strous strawberries and dark, juicy cherries. Sensational Uzbek raisins 
exploded with flavour, dried apricots melted like fondanL 

Our carriage was half empty. Down at the end a lone, gloomy Chinese 
scowled at the merest hint of conversation. But our neighbours, two elderly 
Uighur couples, cackled away merrily and dispensed Ihrksh delight Years 
ago they had escaped to Istanbul and now, thanks to the Khan, could return 
with ease to Xinjiang and visit relatives. 

Next morning we popped up the blind to see a vast steppe of feeble greens 
and burnt yellows. The placid blue waters of Lake Balkash stretched away 
like a sea. Occasionally we clattered past dreary haml ets that sketched hope- 
less. weatherbeaten lives. At Aktogay the track divides and were shunted south 
east off the TurkSib line towards the Jungarian Gap. 

This unexpectedly broad corridor framed by dreary ranges has shaped 
history. It has acted as a conduit for marauding hordes and fr aming nomads, 
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Russian and Kazakh children playing on the 
train between Almaty and Urumchi 

Photopaph; lan Berry/Magnum ■ i 

■id then is every chance that Genghis ptn himsetf<±^d *n>^h the 
scrub to conquer a good chunk of the then known world. We, too, ragea 
along -though not much faster than a gallop. l } os ^ A 
in Ihymouthand waited for Drozhba, where the fon began in 

^eRussiansand Chinese m^bave agreed they ^Communists, to. 
L ._. j nr. Hp-mmur that their railway gauges arqipu- 



tereoLwearewaiooraoe an ~ , 

to and fro for half an hour until just so. As the cars were 

one, men in boiler suits clambered aboard. Off came the 

came huge, oSy pins, and when jacks bad marooned us 15ft off 

our bogies were wheeled away. Navvies looked up. waved and guffawed. 

I soon discovered why. The tinkering continued for many hours ft id 
meanwhile we were deprived of toilets - they were locked. Miss provod- 
nitsa had refused to open them before disappearing. I studied our tickets 
for a caution, but the Cyrillic was beyond me. _ 

A sudden jolt prepared us for Kazakh Customs and Immigration. While 
most passengers are treated with brusque indifference, some Haveners me 
processed with menace; let’s just say I was processed rather than treated. 
One strip-search later, an embarrassed Russian captain returned my neatly 

folded $100 bill, which had been secreted in his corporal's boot. “Excuse me 

he said deferentially, before they calmly resumed lounging and chatting. 

As we crossed into the People’s Republic, a welcome breeze whipped 
through the windows. Marry borders are peculiar places, frill of stock sus- 
picion and absurd posturing. Yet minutes later, we were met with charm- 
ing ceremony in the Chinese sector. It was dusk; red flags fluttered patri- 
otically, ma rtial music screeched from a loudspeaker and guards saluted 
our arrival. I have rarely felt so important, and in China — where some- 
times you feel painfully unwanted - this was no mean achievement Offi- 
cials hr mnd wri aboard, as happy as children, to start another round of 
inspections. 

It was not my book that they disliked. Its 16 pictures of the Central Asia 
that preceded Communist meddling were ignored Nor were they offended 
by the cha pter “Urumchi: Most Sinister Tbwn in Asia”. No, it was our 
precious fruit that bothered them. Hie People’s Customs had their regul- 
ations. All but one bag of our finest fruit was plucked off with salivating 
grins. A solitary guard appeared “May I make this special request?” he 
f altered before pleading for English language magazines or papers. Even- 
tually, in hot darkness, our train heaved away. The home run lay across 
stony desert gleaming under clear moonlit sides. Next morning, after nearly 
1,400 km and just an hour late, we reached the hazy, bustling building site 
that is modem Urumchi. It was far too busy to be sinister, and we trotted 
off to find a room and something good to say. 

You can spend a weekend in Almaty and the Kazakh Steppe on the new British 
Airways flight from Heathrow; the lowest official fare is £622, but Regent Hol- 
idays ( 0117-921 1711) has a four-day inclusive package for £599. 
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Late Availability 

Special Offers 
at Selected Brook Hotels 

A distinctive group of 3 star hotels situated 
around the country, with coaching inns to 

country house hotels. RT^XTTtfC 

The Manor of Groves Hotel, Gotf & Country Club, ur\VFl SL 
nr. Bishops Stortford, Herts. Tel: 01279 600777 HLJ 1 LuO 
Satin 150 acres of raffing oouitrysid* with its own championship golf course and 
tennis court the Manor of Groves Hotel exudes a feeling of ihe elegance and gracious 
living of days gone by. Hatfield House, Duxford Air Museum and Mount Rtchet Castle 

are all nearby. 

Golf available at £15.00 par round to guests. 

Offer price per person, had board £45,00 

Millwaters Hotel, Newbury, Berks. 

Tel: 01635 528838 

On the outskirts of Newbury this Georgian Miller’s house located on a rtverbank 
provides the perfect base from wWch to tour Oxford, Windsor and Winchester aD of 
which are wither one hour's drive of the hotel If you are with the family, Legotend and 
Highclere Castle are easy to reach. 

Offer price per person, half board £35.00 

Marston Farm Hotel, Sutton Coldfield, Warwicks. 

Tel: 01827 872133 

Marston Farm Hotel is just 30 minutes from the centre of Birmingham, yet is set bi 9 
acres of grounds in Warwickshire countryside. Bring the children away and enjoy 
reduced rates at Tamworth Snowdome, Drayton Manor Leisure Park and Kingsbury 
Water Park. Cadbury’s World, The National Motorcycle Museum and the NEC are 
also dose by. 

Chidren under twelve st§y free If sharing their parent’s room. 

Offer price per person, half board £35. OO 

Chidren under twelve stay free if shartag their parents room. Offers based on two people sharing a 
twin or double room. Al offers subject to avaiebiKy. VaW tram Sunday 24th May until the end of 
Juno. Fbr more information on other Brook Hants please telephone 0600 43S1B5. 


Activity Holidays 


Scotland 


Self Catering UK 

Pets Welcome 


HOSEASONS 

^ Country 

7 COTTAGES 


UK Travel 


Devon & Cornwall 



DEVON 


Vdiscounts for 
COUPLES 
•/ PETS OO FREE 



ACTIVITY HOLIDAYS for. Famines, 
Couples, Staples anil Group*. 
ACORN ACTIVITIES 01432 

HORSE DRAWN CARAVAN HOLI- 
DAYS, Loom to Rtda, Tcafl RUM 
& Pony ThjMctag. ACORN ACTTW- 
TES OI432 830083. | 

SUFFOLK CYCLE BREAKS. Qual- 
ity holiday* wtti lul f backup. 
Wfends or longer. Brooh: 01448 
721555 1 

WALKING A CYCLING HOLIDAYS, 
WSOtfe. Survival, Dry Storm 
WslB np W eekends. [ACORN 
ACTTvmes mm 830083. 


SAILING a WINDSURFING HOLI- 
DAYS, Whits water RWttng. 
Canoeing, Scuba DMng, Stflng 
a Watecskflng. ACORN ACnVf- 
TIES 01432830063. 

PARENTS At* you bored during 
Summer Holktaya? A tun 3 ch*. 
tong tag aeMty hoSdayW one of 
Camp Beaumont* Canties In 
Staffontahka, Norfetc, the Ms of 
Whit* or France vM keep ihotn 
happy A maim. CM DS70 SOS 
6000 lor ■ tree bradwe. 

ACTION HOLIDAYS lor 5 to 15 yBer. 
olds. 1 to 4 eWff ifeta. TM ephona . 
31 706 81 455*. 


Cotswolds 


TheBayTtee 

Buib » * prate btee tor Efinbetb 
jy QmuMtar Ibis bmasen&Eng 
make* i boatful into! and 

na U i iffifl -i 

The send vtmmtt kiJchm wu 
dnfcEqgfeb data with inodaa 

wia. Open &» tuedi md Ovaa. 

A&aaeec u» is tfie Inti akl we 

rental tea ami wbecridifOsItariad 

ie galesay to Ur Co«p=cWs. 

CecsasM lratiod Hstdi 

■ era ■ farther fesr M 

OrffchtnMtfnJlbitafe 
gfcqtdfcW CBjgM fa 
Ftea wriaR 81386 (MX S77 
fcr 1 glBOp U utbtar 


Sample 

Luncheon menu 

sAoouJaadmpcmfaf/aUn. 

amtamim '/Imir-nost- 


^xdtftolsdatonUctiwilht 
kmtalo and futh coda 
oaOoa 

^ratevd stlmoad Tioite 


The BaylVsr Hatd 
Sbrcp Street. Bsribrd, 
Oxfordshire 0X18 4LW 
TH: 01983 822791 


'OLD FARMHOUSE HOTIL “JSSRSTC - ’ 

In ihe heart of thc.CoBtmUs WTOura.RaixM,quieL 
08— reanuMcrf AA E I OmtCr 

MiyaJ mses* 


01756 702200 


HOSEASONS t . < r.uiMin 

rni M KV ]1|L .K. i EM L HALF) 

roi r\(,FS COT, AGt HOI [DAYS 


Hand-pkked cottage* 
throughout Britain. 

C^vwrgl anA OOUXKiygiiie. 

Free colour brodwe- 


F'hor.c 01502 502 603 


| Special Interest 

MINTING A POTTERY HOLIDAYS. 1 
Gaunnat Cooking, Crafts, Pho- 
tography. Oacoratfvs I manors, 
W oodw or k and Garden Design 1 
Weekends. ACORN ACTIVITIES 
01432830063. 

MURDER MYSTERY WEEKENDS, 
a dor A Wine IhsUns. Medieval 

Bancwew, Stag* HmWeMtandL 

ACORN ACTIVITIES 01432 
830063. 

Hea rt Of England"] 

OASTHOUSE and conve n ed 18th 
century bom*. Sfe 25 fn unapo* 
HemtordahirtL OTS31 670348 

Holidays Afloat UK | 

BRITAIN'S BEST SaB Drhre Nar- 
rawboal Holiday*, whom eftofeo. 
Bagbnw* very wetoame. Tel 
01905610097. 

LAZY DAYS too ETB rated canal 
boats. Brochure 0121 4452909. 



Channel Islands 


JERSEY BOOK Direct and save 
ECTsl 40 pages of hotels » Will, 
•very need by Mi S eh. Cal 
Wend Son Direct Res: 01703 
828311 3 Brochure 01703 

828366. We guarantee you calf 
buy cheopac. 

JERSEY BOOK DIRECT and save 
E£C*s. 40 pepee ol hotel* lo autt 
every need. CaO (stand Sun Dlract 
Row 01703 828311 24hr 

Brochure Line 01703 828368 5 
We guarantee you can't buy 
1 cheaper. 


East Anglia 


NORFOLK/ SUFFOLK'S best Cot- 
tages. 1998 colour brochure. 
01785 7D2205, 


Thatched cottages, lovely 
house*. Convened boras «Bh 
leisure focSBas. Sooth Daren, 
Damaxm North Comwal 
Far colour brochurm- 
Tab 01548 560964 
Fob 01548 5S1472 
wwt^wnaonnsgBMMh 

ARNE SELECTION of OithOts cn 
both coasts of Comaral end an 
StMy. Brochure from CamMiTte- 
dUanai Catttges. (p990| 134867. 
7 day personal aavfca Smepia 
FREE COLOUR GUIDE O the 500 
best value cottages tn Devon 
(01271)378322 

DEVON Specialists. Cftoass Iron 
aw 430 canagas. 014S3 092505 
(UC202J 

DEVON CONNECT! Oft luxury 
houses, cottages. TaWJ1548 560 
064. 

CORNWALL AND DEVON 300 Cor- 
teges throughout (01752) 

FOWEY t POLRUAN Charming 
wsara l de c otta ge s. Superb 
views. Central heafng. Dtaghte* 
■vaSabla. Pats we l come . 01579 
344887 

DEVON Spedaltaia. Cbooss treat 
over 430 coages. 014SS 6S2S05 
0JC2O2) 

SALCOMBE nr beech. Get see 

vfevrs, Ige gda. 3 &d) propers**. 
Stpa 4120. 01530 242409. 
WONDERFUL CORNISH COT- 
TAGES. 1888 bam ever fed odour 

brodne. at 736 702201. 

CORNISH COUNTRY MANOR. 
Enchanting Tamar VHFsy. Ms 
<S>U> an auto C86. 01 B2 832442. 
STIVES Overioottig hartaw Spe- 
doua 3 bodrm apt Slpa 2 to 6. 
Free poridng. No smoking I pafe. 
Hoot data* art 01738 786 867. 
EXMOOR NATIONAL PARK In 
beautiful l iv ers) da area. Vary 

contfortsMi co tta in 3 acres ol 
gtmaaL 01596 78332G 
CREEKS IDE COTTAGE CORN- 
WALL atm beech, v tge gdn. 
dinghy /OB. Access by creek or 
htotptfh. S< Metres. Slpa 8+. Fear 
vmka JutiWiy. v. aectudad. 
31330 27D3B6 isflW ManOlTt- 
837 7800 wwfcnd Otereeltar 


M OOS.GL541LF 
FREEPHONE 

0800 0561150 


LOVELY COTSWOLDS COT- 
TAGES. 1988 fUl colour 
brochure. Phone noail 01756 
702212 


Dorset 


BOURNEMOUTH- Quiet country 
hse style tat apart* In 'superb 
town centra loo. No cfo idran 
Open d yc 01202 29877IL 
IDYLLIC RURAL HOL COTTAGES 
In tmwMKeowitiyaldaavd now 
TU 012B8 880558 for brocl 
lent C CONVERTED form coF 
lege*, supmb indoor petal com- 
plex, gym. In beautffid 'Marah- 
tvoexi vale. 3 mle Ir coast. 01297 
499093 

SUPERB DORSET CO TTAGES. 
1998 colour brochure. iPhone 
notrlf 01736 702S94. / 

DORSET COASTAL cotta^re, old. 
coaey. much loved. aepecMy In 
Juno at 20% offl 01305 852sea 

I New Forest! I 


f fimpy a sodvm* break bl thi 
d^ tfalCoWT Houa^Ht 


DORSET COASTGUARD Cottage 
betw ee n Abbotebury 9 Way- 
mouth. Lovely rt o i rm down the 
coast 3 double bedrooms, 
deeps 6 In coodon. Vacant {ram 
July 3rd. from E300pw taclualva. 
C/H 8 linen. DelaBe OtSDS 
770S9S. 

PRETTY THATCHED COTTAGE 
Pfddfo Vd ey vttlege,wooctand 
waft*, see 15 mine ittvo, school 
ltd aval. OT2B5 804325 


ONU£3750 

V DB&B PPPN ! 

'"i. (&aa- Thors) 

1 mm 2 people. 2 no 

A, or (01425) 403 285 

The Peak District 


BARN CONVERSION. Shape 4M, 
both en-auhe. ETB, 4 keys com- 
mon oed. Beautiful counbyatd* 

pa o o o lid location, aaer comm. 

Ntweracfcaco plm Wheelchair 
access, tat (01308} 8C8270. 


Isle of Wight 


JUNE SPECIAL 
3 nighls from JS99 ■ 
BctL hreJ l da at and e ve ning 
meal Uqa <afaai botcL 
rnm n ilimv m. Indoor pooL 

priry>l mioa 

* FREE CAB FEBJtY ★ 

<dnrlFki|»li»*w Ho(d 

Scafroat Sandown bic of WJ#u 
fcL 01«3 *06055 

i nlgtm July trom tlW 

r^mbrokeshire 



139L 


WESXBB> ictuxo, or + 5 adults 
from CI29. Call 01792 456116. 

ACTIVITY holidays galore. 
From wateopomto Rutf hoQ- 
dav to dear sea rnrfln^ lest 
c*B freephone 0800 7W 8005- 

SELF CATEXONQ cottager In 
At heart at holday Ireland, 
dose to aO a rn en l t ta s. bom 
^Wfcr^i^hndfr at S. CbQ 

K^Eove tocn thraogh 
Corfl^^aGv and Clare. 


Barod ai 6 
£236 RAO 


Go direct and save 400 miles 
i of tiring driving Contact 


■J VKUU 




•4K fnra £313- Cafl 
783 9005. 

fbldKS tn KlmaLeT 
nii m eW jpi ral of Ireland. 
£138 per person- Call 
1 4561 16. 


IRELAND’S 

SELF 

CATERING 

COTTAGES 

1 Week for Family of 5 

£408 

Including Fcrij Fittngc 

TELEPHONE 

01792 456116. 


NEED A CAR 
IN DUBLIN NOW! 

-New Nissan Micra gi. 

. rindudes CDW 
■Unlimited Mileage 


r CONSULT THE EXPERTS' 1 

I Over 2,000 seif-catering 
K p roper ti es in all areas 
■ bom luxury bouses to 
croft cottages. 
J*a 35£/ Write or 
. phone fbr 
W!L — J^rocbum: 


■ 30 Frederick Sl 

Edfadwigh EH2 2JR 

COTTAGES, HOUSES 6 Lodges. 
Over 180 In South Scotland. For 
tun colour brochure call G U 
Thomson A Co. 01556504030 
SCOTLAND Specialists. Choose 
from aver 550 cottages. 01455 
8SBS05(LNCatNI 

WONDERFUL SCOTTISH Cot- 
tages. i960 colour brochure. 
Phone now U 01788 702213 
THE WATERHOUSES COTTAGES 
at Now Lanark on bento oi Rher 
Clyde In heart of the world her- 
itage vHlage. TW 01668 687200, 
Fe* 01555 BB7ZZZ (Tat 191 1L 
EDINBURGH ROYAL HtLE small 2- 

peroon « 01 7Z2 7B0527. 

EDINBURGH CENTRAL FLAT 4 
bed alaapi 8, 2 bafte, aw li nml nfl 
pool 8 private parking, gym 9 
sauna. W e ekend Frid^-Mowday 
£245, also sonw weafca maDabfo. 
01968215314. 

ISLE OF JURA. Cottage by sea. 
Skw Sl m weadng, faMng. sandy 
beach. Telephone (01786) 
990274. 


BRECON BEACONS. Ow 100 eto 
cottages some steep up to 
3Q.Many less Own £250 per week 
high seaeon. 01874 676448. . 
PBlMOKBMine. Award wtnrtng 
selection ol quality, ameDly 
priced cottages. 01238 881297. ' 
Coast A County Cottagaa. 
N.WALES SNOWDOMA Comfflno. 
Ueyn Peninsula. Coastal and 
cxHjnby cottages 9 farmhouses. 
Nafyn hoBdsya 017SB 720674 
GOWER idyllic 17c Farmhouse 
enautte DB&S4 £27 Uc bar. 
AA/RAC Bloch 01 28B595S40 - 
HAVONWYE/BRECON BEACONS 
CattageafFannhoueM sleeping 
10-*- avateeWo from June 
Onwards. -fok 01874 B7B44& 

West Country 

DORSET/SOMERSET BORDER. 
Paacahd so chafed cottage wfth 
garden & orchard. Lovely views. 
Stop! 5. 0171 23151540378291. 

Yorkshire & The Dales 

□ALES BEAUDFUL RBOCOVKTEO 
Stone Bams. Sleep 4» 17, pats 
we lc o me , brochure OBOO 8 6 43 09. 
YORK OVER 2ff% off 2 star 
Haworth Court HotaL Car park- 
tag. Broch. 1U: 01904 425166 
YORKSHIRE over ISO holiday 
coda. In W Wtby, Sc erhorouph & 
area: 01723378777 
YORKSHIRE DALES, Moore, coast. 
Peak B Lake DtaWcL Over 200 ate 

cottages. Dus. Brochure HcBdm 

Cottage* Yorkshire, Water St, 
SMpton BD23 1PB (01758) 
700672 

YORKSHIRE DALES beouOM Cot- 
fegae. 1998 fu> colour brochure. 
01756702209. 


•New Nissan Micra 
j . rindudes CDW 
•UnDmHied Mileage 
•Pickup at 
Dublin Airport 

•Subject to avafebOty 4 sans 

FREEFONE: 1 
>0800 973 163 ' 


MU2 BKWUiK- MJA 

(APRIL AND MAV 
Cot awry. cb*wsy. tow. care, 
UmeridL WMMw. wawibnL 
warfonL ifeparwy, DenagaL 
racoons fok arasoNS 
ainiwnaBUiMCM 

01758 jm 

The Lake District 
I MILLER HOWE 

Hotel and^ Restaurant 
WLnderoHtre 
Ii'j act Just oor view . . . 
Th e Lake Dbtria ha, diffa ihf 
caning up with artytmng to 
match hSKkr Hate's vinrorer 
Lake HWonor' 
RESTAURANT OF THE 
YEAR 

TUua break with tradition 
For rcservatfons/brochurc 
please telephone 
01531*4 42536 

RATHER SPECIAL COTTAGES lor 
two lo e aacret corner ol South- 
am L iArt an d . let 01 6395 36475 
SUPER LAKE DtSTTPCT Cottagan. 
1698 colour brochure. 01756 
70220B. 

BOOT ESKDALE. Award wtnrtng 
charectarooaages. Special May 
S June reductions [not Whitsun 
weak) 01 9467 231 00. 


| TheJeak District | ■SJEBt.KSSIJS 

■ W: 01437720683. 

-PEAK COTTAGES.- Ovafey art NEWPORT Romantic cottage by 


accom in Dmbyshtro Salas S 

Paata. Brochure 011 42 620777. 


8 M. Vacandas Bnogtiout aaa> 
son. Tel: 0171 503 8616. 


SHAMROCK Cottage*. 298 select 
fodMdual cottages in euperb 
looatfena. Ksc Fane. AfTO. Col 
Bra 01823 681060 

STEAL AWAY AND HIDE from the 

world. Caahef Houee HoceL Con- 
nemera. Co. Gatarey. Tal: 
(0035385) 31001. Fax 31007. 

IRISH COUNTRY HOLIDAYS You 
can choose Irom over 200 
d*l g hl M cottage*. Also, touring, 
twetfog and horse drawn cara- 
vans. Spedal teny dtacounta. For 
your fra* brochure celt 01502 
960688 (24 hra). 

WEST CORNWALL charming 
datached tarmhouae, slpa 516. 
AM8 JUBJuly 01738 910776. 

| Sussex 

EASY REACH BRIGHTON. Wed- 
equipped house eleepe 10 - 12 . 
Log Brae. Pool sauna, facuzzf 
ale. Also another throe houses. 2 
nigttalo tong ateic lab 01323 611 
940 

BRIGHTON 6 HOVE. Eastbourne 
Id CMchester. House*, cottages 
& Mb. 01 Z73 306776, 

EASTBOURNE 8/C bungalow Mbt 
i dawns 6 ass. CM. Slpa 4. Views. 

. Dogs weiooraa. From El80pwL 
I 01883 822900 (Q1323 722356. 

SEDLESCOMBE. Briokwel Hotel. 
BaOe. 1000 TbdOr Uonoc 2 nlglN 
brta tlOBp DS&B. 3rd nt ecoom 
free, pay C30 only tor dnner 6 
breakfast. Kid o'door pool. 3- 
RAC Ha rt, award 81-97. 01424 

87Q2EL 


Last year over a quarter of a million independent and 
Independent On Sunday readers stayed on holiday 
in a rented villa, flat or cottage. 

For only £4J0 per hne or fl.ll per Bnc If both Saturday and Sunday are bookadOnc VAT) 
you tan advertise your hoTitter home vacancies throughout the year. 

Your adverttaenw wffl tapeta In the Time Off section of The Indcpendm on Saturday 
and/or the Travel Supplement of the Independent On Sunday. 7 

TO BOOK YOUR ADVERTISEMENT 
Either oO The Travel Team on 0171 293 2222 Monday to FHtfay Xtam - 5Dm. 
or e-mad us at inhidJ@fndependene4XMjk or hx us on 0f7l 293 3(56 
or complete and retwn die coupon below hoc 

_ Iff Travel Team, Classified Adverddnjr. 

The independent. One Canada Square. Canary VWwrfLondon EM 5DL 

and Indude your payment by cheque or AceeasfVIsBfAmexnXneri Card 

N.&. Pwvatc ADvansas only (two propbcttes or less) 


iNSEXnON DATES: 

Classwcatv w 

I enclose a cheque fbr £ 

made payable to Newspaper Publishing Pic 

or debit my Aecess/Vtaa/Amex/Dinars account by £ 

Card Ncr 

YOURDETAA^ ~ fcXWO-DATE. 

Natc 

*nrar« 


Tel No: Day_ 
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olden age of the iron horse 


Why not take advantage of the special deals being offered by competing private rail cpmpanies? Simon Calder shows how 


Last weekend was the time to enjoy rail 
travel at its best. As the May sunshine 
dazzled from the bright steel r ails. 1 
lounged while the countryside raced 
energetically past Early summer, I 
reflected, is ideal for using this most 
civilised form of transport - especially at 
fares that seem improbably low. 

You won’t be surprised to learn that 
this exerase in contentment took place 
not in Britain but in Italy, where an 
extensive, accessible rail system is 
regarded as a matter for national pride. 
But whatever your view on the wisdom 
or otherwise of rail privatisation, the 
arrival tomorrow of -the summer, 
timetable will give the traveller more 
options than at any time since the Six- 
ties. Not only has die desecration of UK 
railways begun by Dr Beeching finally 
begun to be reversed, with places such 
as Blackpool, Ramsgate and Shrewsbury 
returning to the Intercity network; the 
tram operators are also creating some 
imaginative fares for rail travellers. 

Keep on the Independent tiack, and 
you can take a LOOO-mfle grand tour of 
England and Scotland for tess'than £80, 
subject to a bit of advance, planning. 

Start from Bir mingham , where 
much of the rail action is taking place.' 
You can travel from Birmingham to 
Edinburgh for £30 return. Elegantly, 
this fare allows you to use two entirely 
distinct routes: north on the West 
Coast line, south on the East Coast 

After the northward rush through 
Staffordshire, Cheshire and Lanca- 
shire, die Lake District flashes past to 
the west Later, the climb to Shap sum- 
mit and the race through the borders 
from Carstairs axe among the most 


dramatic stretches of track in Britain. 

From Edinburgh you can plug into 
the ScotRail network which, from 
Monday, will offer a great day out A 
special carriage is being attached to the 
West Highland line sleeper at Edin- 
burgh for a £20 return ride. The depar- 
ture time is a bright- an d-early 5.05am, 
but it gets you to Fort William at 
10.25 am in time for a hearty nine-hour 
hike. This summer, too, bikes will 
travel free on all ScotRail services. 

The trip south from Edinburgh arcs 
east in a neat counterpart to the west- 
erly trip north, sweeping you close to 
tire Northumberland coast and past the 
Angel of the North near Gateshead 
before swooping around Durham. 

Don V travel bade to Birmingham 
just yet; abandon your journey at York. 
Show your rail ticket at the- tourist 
office first, and you get vouchers for 
half-price admission to the National 
Railway Museum and many other 
attractions. 

York to Pontefract defeated me. I 
can see no alternative to a standard 
single costing £4.90 for the 15-mfle 
journey. But it gets you safely across the 
border into West Yorkshire, where sud- 
denly fares fall to near-Italian levels. 

A Day Ranger ticket costs £4.40 and 
entitles up to three adults to travel any- 
where in the county by train or bus 
(after 9.30am on weekdays, any time at 
weekends). . 

Hus dream ticket will ease you as 
quickly or slowly as you like between 
Pontefract and TCLkefield, where you 
have a baffling choice of fares on the 
fast-track GNER train to London. 

The range of rickets to King’s Cross 


is more complicated than ever it was 
under British Rail At the top end, the 
full one-way fare is £5250; next a 
SuperSaver single £48; an Apex single 
£28.50. Crafty ope- way travellers will 
instead buy a day return, price £22, and 
throwaway the inbound half. Cheapest 
of all is the new evening ticket, which 
begins on 1 June. The “After Eight” 
ticket allows a single journey departing 
after 8pm for £12 anywhere on the 
GNER network - which could be a 
journey as long as the 438 miles 
between Motherwell and King's Cross. 

Once in London you find all kinds 
of special deals, such as the 
Thames link offer, 

tomorrow only, allowing 
unlimited travel between ^^1 

Bedford and Brighton for £1; to 
qualify, you most buy the ticket 1 
today. r 

Returning from the capital to l 
Birmingham allows you to benefit 1 
from the most tangible piece of ’ 
competition so far. Chiltern 
Trains, which runs from Maxyle- 
bone via Banbury to Birmingham, '*9 

and Sflveriink (from Euston via 
Northampton) are both aggressively 
chasing Virgin’s main line route. As a 
result, Richard Branson’s company is ‘ 
offering a silly price for a 120-mfle jour- 
ney even at peak times: just £7, if you 
book a Virgin \&lue ticket by 6pm the 
day before. 

The best bargain of all cannot be 
found in England, Wiles or Scotland: 
tomorrow, and on any other Sunday, 
rail travellers in Northern Ireland can 
roam the length and breadth of the 
province for just £3. 


CROSSED LINES 
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If you have seen a figure 
scavenging furtively around 
station platforms and booking 
offices in the past few weeks, it 
was probably me. Trying to find 
out what raft deals are around’ is 
’ an exercise as frustrating as a 
stalled train. Most of the bargains 
here were picked up from 
posters and pamphlets in the 
stations themselves. 

For schedule and fare 
information, every train 
operator’s automated phone 
system refers you to the 
National Rail Enquiry number, 

0345 484950. 

In my experience, die chances 
of receiving sensible, accurate 
information from this source for . 
any remotely complicated 
journey are minimal. 

The reason seems to be the 
way that the system is set up. 

Your call is diverted to one of 
several call centres around 
Britain. Some of these are run by 
train operating companies, who 
are not always assiduous about 
giving helpful advice about rivals' 
services. Others are run by 
telephone companies whose staff 
need not ever have been near a 
train. 

An example of how even a 
simple request can be mishandled: 


on Wednesday this week, I called 
to ask the time of a train from 
London Waterloo to Bath. The 
subsequent conversation went 
like this: 

“From Waterloo?” 

“Yes, please” 

“To Bath?” 

“Yes. please" 

“I've got nothing from 
Waterloo — aH the trains for Bath 
go from Paddington.” 

Wales & West, which runs 
trains daily from Waterloo to 
Bath and beyond, pays thousands 
of pounds each year for a 
telephone service that diverts 
potential customers to its rival. 
Great Western Trains. 

The next question, to a 
different operator, was about a 
ScotRail promotion on Sundays 
giving a 50 per cent reduction to 
anyone travelling with a child. I 
checked on a specific journey 
from Edinburgh to Aberdeen. 
That it was not going to be a 
productive conversation became 
evident almost immediately: 

‘Aberdeen. Hmmm. Is that 
A-B-E-R ...r Twenty minutes 
later, via a ScotRail operator 
based in Newcastle, I finally got 
the information I needed. 

No wonder motoring is so 
popular. SC 


Rail to runway 


Gztwick has the best rail links 
of any UK airport. From Mon- 
day, Thames! ink will get you 
there from London Bridge in an 
impressive 26 minutes, eclips- 
ing the Gatwick Express. But 
tlfo new t^FtimetaUe shows the 
others catching up fesL 

St an sted, from where Go 
started fights yesterday, used to 

be served by one tram a day frean 

Birmingham; somewhat incon- 
veniently, il arrived after all the 
flights had left Rom Monday, 
hourly services will connect the 
Essex airport with Cambridge, 


- EastTficflands airport, fear- 
smady xfifBc uft to reach with- 
out a car, : last Monday finally 
■ -achieved a regilar bus link with 
the neatest- station* Lough- 
borough- Travellers were pre- 
viously assured that stidb a link 
existed, even though it didn’t - 
1 Anyone ‘reading the new 


tiie 954am from Brighton to 
LMonafox^wiRbeiuiamis^ 


■■ - — — C7 

yet-io-be-completed station; 

foe £1 2m project should be 
ready so rpe time this summer. 

, More ghost trams appear in 
the Heathrow Express 
timetable, whk3r promises 15- 
. mmyfr* . tfoks from London 
Ejddfogton to Terminals 1, 2 


and 3 (Terminal 4 is six minutes 
farther on). The service is not 
due to be opened until a month 
from today; currently travellers 
are required to take a raS/bus . 
connection. In die arcane world 
of those who are riveted by the 
subject of rafl-afr links, rumours 
are circulating that trains wiD be 
running to and from the airport 
before then. 

After Tbny Blair conducts 
the opening ceremony on 23 
June, the HeathrowExpresswffl , 
become easily the most espen- j 
sive railw ay in Britain. Tbe sec- 
ond-daffi fare k£lQ,wprkmg out 
at 67 pence a mile —more than 
twice the rate on the next most 
BTpenswe. the Gatwick Express. 

Not every train operator 
sees air passengers as easy mon- 
ey, though. For the same £10, 
you travel all the way from 

Euston to Manchester airport 

on North Western Trains - 
neatly 200 miles. The absurdly 
good-value new direct train 

could mean the North’s leading 

airport steals passengers from 
its rivals in the South -east. 

The worst rail-air link in 
. Britain, and the world, remains 
the one to TeesskfeaitporL lf 
you’ve missed die 10.17am train 
there , from Darlington this 
inorning, you must wait a week 

for the next one. 
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THE INDEPENDENT 

Say goodbye to insect bites with BUG GUARDS 


" ■•^Bng Guards are an exarrog new way to protect 
f from > against annoying or potentially dangerous 
f P7 QQ lraosqnito and other insect bites. Patented and 
It/ ivv /officially tested (Entomology Centre, 

pSp^r I University of Cambridge) these attractive 
^■"“"‘■'wrisi/anklc bands contain die most powerful and 
proven insect repelled available.’tius being pure 
Diethyl loiuamide. Each band whilst remaining dry to the skin 
-will dispense die repellent into the air around yon creating a halo 
of protection which is activated by simple body movement or 
slight stretc hi ng of die band. R emar kably each Bog 
Guard will remain effective for over 100 boors (14 
days) if used on average of 7 boos per day. Each 
band is pleasantly perfumed and co m fortably 
adjustable for adults and chddxta aDke. 

Eadi pack cancans 4 bands at a east of jest £7^9 

including p&p. Or you can crier r— : 

two packs for just £J3i» jncta&g ? ^^TIL^TWOp! 
p&p -a saving, of £2. ’ j IhsloUvniBbghip 




HOW TO ORDER 

01 702 332922 

using your Ctecfi Card or send 
completed coupon with crossed . 
ch eque or p ostal orders to: 
THE INDEPEN DENT 
BOG GUARD OFFER 
325 London Road 
WectdSffoaSet 
Essex S507BX. 


Please Mod mo. OME PACK ©£7.30 Inc pip 

Pheasant me TWO PACKS 6 £1198 he p&p 

ThnlohlvaiBbabxp [""p 

I endow a crossed cheque (antti my Address on tttabardy 
roach payBtah » NEWSPAPER PUBUSHWG ND454 

- {TOradsM ^ ACCESS VISA Card acrarf»®> the sractE^ 

My cent number te l I | -| | ~1 I T 1 I 1 I 1 I 1 T 1 ExpirvD “ 



j pa- Mi an [i in 
| BlyNaroate(MUUrsMs) 


Postcode Signature . — - 

Send To: TTtNOS*B4D0CT BUG GUARD OffER ; 

325 Liwtan Head Weccfifl on See Essex SS0 7BX 
J fcimUa«tel|Buroaefai*awiMbMuii5£jna)GSRftraini&SM3H£ 
LJtf frwinB i iiiM a iftw^ hNEhSPAPBtPiagHgtoWC lTjruT.1 


Airline Network r the way to go! 

100 leading scheduled airlines - 80CL000 discount fares - 1.000 destinations 


USA & CANADA 


AUSTRALIA & XZ 


NEW YORK 7 

CIT7 

TORONTO 

£267 

BOSTON 

£199 

FLORIDA 

£279 

WASHINGTON 

£199 

NEW ORLEANS 

£290 

ATLANTA 

£205 

VANCOUVER 

£302 

CHARLOTTE 

£209 

DALLAS 

£311 

CHICAGO 

£209 

DENVER 

£311 

DETROIT 

£209 

PHOENIX 

£311 

HOUSTON 

£209 

LAS VEGAS 

£320 

CALIFORNIA 

£259 

CALGARY 

£347 

SEATTLE 

£259 

HAWAII 

£434 


GREAT VALUE 


ji [JyyTjl CAP. RENTAL 
ft- £ 1 6 per week 



REST OF THE WORLD 


CAIRO ? 

£231 

SINGAPORE 

£364 

NAIROBI 

£279 

KUALA LUMPUR 

£367 

DUBAI 

£297 

MEXICO CITY 

£387 

TOKYO 

£299 

HARARE 

£390 

BAHRAIN 

•£300 

RIO D. JANEIRO ' 

£402 

BERMUDA 

£306 

CARACAS 

£445 

STH AFRICA 

£32B 

BARBADOS 

£482 

INDIA 

£335 

FUI 

£542 

HONG KONG 

£339 

BUENOS AIRES 

£577 

BANGKOK 

£357 

AMSTERDAM 

£93 

BEIJING 

£357 ' 

PARIS 

£105 

MANILA 

•£357 

ZURICH 

£139 


nr on two pman|« i OMHag 


TRAVEL EXTRAS 


* Hotels * Insurance * Car Rental + 

* Motorhomes * Villas + Coach Tours 


SVDN£T • MELBOURNE • ADELAIDE 
BRISBANE • DARWIN • CAIRNS 
AUSTRALIAN fr. _£■ A 
GATEWAY f Ah/ 

CITIES tee “T W # 

Dep artu res ml S/6,/90 

Round the World fr £737 

4* I For Stopovers. In Singapore on flights 
X»l - To Australia with a leading Hrfen j 

PERTH 7 £456 SYDNEY £469 

BRISBANE £467 CAIRNS £474 

MELBOURNE £467 AUCKLAND £599 


C l ami □ : ^ £E g i Q H T-'LJ I - ! Ml 


NEW ZEALAND HOTELS fr£I« p.p p.nt 

AUSTRALIAN HOTELS fr£IB p.p.p.nt 

CAR RENTAL fr£22 per a*r 

MOTOR HOME RENTAL fr£34 per day 


FAR EAST PRICEBUSTERS 


HONGKONG 3 rts +* hotel *£349 

BANGKOK 5ms 4* hoed o^—uo-s ir£399 
PHUKET torts 4* had DqnatfU-ta *£489 

K.^-B/10 

KOHSAMUI H rts3+ hotel DtptiwUte s fr £599 

M a n t«m mW r mm Bjti. Bit Im mb4 tJ ptt M SI, In 

THAILAND &E&CH RESORT 

BnaMmLctMatiolTB. fc > I A - 


Dfb urna 30/6* U/V-13/n 

HONGKONG * 

RJGHT'Otliy . . .. ■’ 

pSpartj W WSJO/A. 


FAR EAST TRAVEL EXTRAS 


BANGKOK botdstUOffpe SINGAPORE hotefckfM, 
H.HONS bscfci.£J9« HimBHis.*, 




VJLiL*/- 
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Island at the end 


of the world 


St John the Theologian went to Patmos to write Revelations. 
And if you can find a ferryboat to brave the storms of the 
Aegean, you can go there too, writes Jill Dudley 


Patmos, the northernmost island of the Dode- 
canese in the Aegean Sea, is where St John was 
exiled, and where the Book of Revelation was 
thought to have been written. It is not an island 
to be visited for its fish-and-chips and disco but for 
its great Monastery of St John the Theologian and 
its many churches. 

The charm of Patmos is that there is no airport 
and, therefore, tourism is limited. A violent storm, 
and you find yourself suddenly marooned, lb dis- 
cover in the 20th century that modem technology 
cannot cope with all weather conditions and that no 
ferryboats are sailing is a surprisingly refreshing 
experience. For once you have time to spare. 

To prepare yourself for Patmos by reading Rev- 
elations is to arrive seeing everything in poetic and 
symbolic terms. The sun shining on the window of 
the hydrofoil on its approach caused a rainbow ring, 
a positive halo, through which I first saw the 
monastery. 

A halo? Nonsense. A defect in the glass- A full 
harvest moon that first night, partly hidden by 
streaks of dark cloud, reminded me of some ancient 
fresco of the Day of Judgement with devils of black 
doud being scattered. Fanciful stuff - foul weather 
coming, obviously. 

A bus every hour takes visitors from the port of 
Skate up the twisting road to Chora where the dus- 
ter of small, whitewashed bouses prostrate them- 
selves at the foot of the towering, crenellated 
fortress of the Monastery of St John the Theologian. 

The monastery was founded by Osios (Holy) 
Cbristodoulos in 1088. He was responsible, too, for 
the s mall Chapel of St Anne at the holy grotto half- 
way up the hill between Skala and Chora, where St 
John first beard the word of Cod. 

It is possible from Skala to walk up an ancient, 
paved mule track to the sacred grotto, which is today 
incorporated into the Monastery of the Apocalypse. 
Its buildings look like a cluster of mushrooms on the 
hillside. Steep steps take the visitor down into the 
Chapel of St Anne and the grotto itself. There visi- 
tors can see the triple fissure in the rock (symbolic 
of the Trinity, it is said) marking the spot from which 
the voice of God came. Sixteenth-century icons dec- 
orate the rock face and icon lamps hang before diem. 
Polished brass railin gs surround the ledge or recess 
where St John had laid his head to sleep, or put his 
pen, or placed his bands in prayer. 


Regrettably, on my first visit I felt only irritation 
at the number of heads blocking my view. A tour 
guide was shouting out information it appeared 
to me gross that everyone seemed so willing to go 
mad with wonder. 

On my second visit I was lu ckier and arrived to 
find a service just over and everybody pouring out. 
Only a few monks and priests were left inside the 
grotto and I sat alone in the adjoining Chapel of St 
Anne where I was able to see the ancient frescoes 
and the icons. Incense hung on the air. Suddenly 
the small group of ecclesiastics in the grotto lifted 
up their voices in a short harmonious chant At last 
I, too, felt wonder. 

It is, though, the great Monastery of St John on 
the hilltop that attracts most visitors. Through the 
entrance you pass into an arcaded, cobbled court- 
yard full of terracotta pots of flowers. Vaulted pas- 
sageways and narrow stone steps lead to the refec- 
tory with its ancient wall paintings, to the kitchen 
with its beehive ovens, or up to the ramparts for a 
panoramic view of the island. - 

The monastery’s museum contains a collection 
of monastic treasures; bejewelled crosses, chalices, 
rare ill umina ted manuscripts and Bibles. Exhibited 
also is a white marble plaque inscribed in ancient 
Greek declaring Patmos to be the loveliest island 
of the pagan goddess Artemis. 

According to archaeological finds there were 
once many pagan temples on Patmos, suggesting 
that it was well populated in antiquity. On the site 
of the monastery itself stood a great temple of 
Artemis. In the fourth century AD it was replaced 
by a Christian church. Parts of both the temple and 
this early Christian building are incorporated into 
the present day entrance to the Kathollkon (the 
main monastery church). Its cylindrical frescoed 
ceiling is supported by short, twisted marble 
columns. 

Quite apart from the monastery, this is the place 
if it’s old churches you want to see. There are more 
then 40 in nearby Chora. Most are locked against 
those tempted to make off with their small icons 
but the keys are available on request. Meanwhile, 
if you've had a surfeit of churches you can wander 
to the part of town where majestic houses with 
arched windows reveal a short period of Venetian 
influence. 

lb get away from churches altogether on Pat- 




..-.TV -‘>v it 

I 




EKe. 




■iV-'V v • 










Bell tower at the Monastery of St John, where the Book of Revelation was thought to have been written Photo: Robert Harding Picture Library 


mos, there are tracks to be walked, coves to be 
explored and villages to visit Iambi, for example, 
renowned for its rare coloured pebbles; or the 
beautiful bay of Kato Kampos with its tavern as 
serving fresh fish; or the wilder, isolated spot of 
St Nicholas Eudelos with its late-llth-century 
chapel (it is impossible to leave churches and his- 
tory behind for long). 

On the day I was there, black clouds were mass- 
ing. Constant flashes of ligh tning on the horizon lit 


up the sky and there were ominous rumblings of 
thunder. These forebodings and boomings seemed 
only to emphasise the warnings of Revelations of the 
nrunmeni end of the world and the need to prepare 
for the life hereafter. 

Meanwhile, however, it was life in the present 
that had to be wrestled with. How to get off Pat- 
mos? Would I miss the return flight from Athens? 
I rather hoped I would. Certainly when the storms 
finally abated and the small port of Skala came to 


life again there was a feeling of excitement. But 
there was also one of profound regret that it was 
time to leave. 


To reach Patmos, you could take a scheduled flight 
to Athens (see sample fares at die foot of page 2), get 
the bus to the port of Piraeus and take a ferry from, 
there for around £15 each way. Abemathefy, you could 
find a charter to Kos, Mykonos or even Rhodes, all of 
which are closer to Patmos. 
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Kingston.. Surrey KT2 SHL 


« Villa holidays for 
BP those who warn 
co escape the crowds 
In style and comfort. 

Rons* frwcA-C&’HHOW 
Zwcvnthcb • Krmitt-Ctwu 
Swito-Skotos-Aiomssos 

For a brochure telephone: 

0181 232 9780 
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hotels in mtpoUt location. Pt 
fieri* -Woe***' MU* 

01 81 995 9323 
warm? noLiez un> 


AMAZINGUF harasi retard winning 
brochure- W» otter a wkln selec- 
tion el email family run hows, 
Btudtos, apartments. vtUaa and 
tfadftferal houses on ID islands. 
Atanfasos, Haiti, Kalymnos. 
Loros, Spotsee. Symi, Upal, 
Sfcopukia, Tllos. 24hr Brochure 
Line. TbJ: 01629 824881. Lasfca- 
rtna Ltd. ATQL 1424 AITO. 

PURE CRETE recommended In 
Urn Independent On Sunday, s/c 
houses In hideaway villages - 


beaches 0181 780 0879 ArO? 
AtTO 

CRETE wM.brakBtocie1a-ai.uk. 

Tt* 01822 630004. ATOL4997 
A QUIETER OPTION to Paxes. 
LeAcaa. ZSfcynthos, Kefalonia, 


SIMPLY 

'oman 


Pad Corfu. Ldbe. HtpaM, 
llhacm. Cephafonla. Zskyotbos 

Q umOUM/uO y Cm* heUajs 

emayfram due matoncrwnja. 
Prtrau vflte sriApooU. hotels 

ami aeteges fa h nii rff h l roppfii 
laeMmshfdHmaamlULM. 

01819959323 

ABUVU37 iJTH.ua Am) 


Pema. Stouysa and Grata. A qual- 
ity aetecMon ol private vtftaa. 
baaohaltla apart A small hotels. 
For our 198B brochure cnH 0171 
233 S233 Greek Options ATOL 
424& 


QHECOFILE/FUJOXENIA Escape 
p a ckag es! VHas s/c. ffdrtve. Pefo- 
patmesa. Mainland Greece & 
unusua l Isles. Atol Alto 01422 
37S989 



£176 
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Stopover in Singapore to or from Thailand for t night 
for only £1-. Offer valid until 3f»th September 1998, 
restrictions apply. For more information on our snip- 
over offer and special Thailand fares, call Singapore 
Airlines or see your focal travel agent- 


SinGAPORE AiRLinES 


ATLANTA £199 

BALTIMORE £209 

BOSTON £189 

CHARLESTON ..£289 

CHICAGO £229 

DALLAS £219 

DENVER £269 

DETROIT £209 

F.LAUDERDALE £249 

HALIFAX £219 

US VEGAS £229 

LOS ANGELES..£259 


MONTREAL £279 

NEW YORK £189 

ORLANDO £229 

SAN DIEGO. £249 

S.FRANSIC0 ....£249 

SEATTLE £239 

TAMPA. £279 

TORONTO. £229 

VANCOU VER ... .£299 

^ATA UK 


AH fares sufiject to arafebffly • Indwing PreprtTBBM. 

Free Fax: 0500 765655 va U 

e-malf: saIes@zaktravel.co.uk XwotV 

Ohm Til l l att- O it Aurs -rr n ino 


OPEN TILL LATE SAT AND TOURS’ 


Annual 

Travel 

Insurance 

from poh/ 

£45 


No Excess 
Immediate Com 


24 Hour Worldwide 
Emergency Medical Com 


Cover for Legal 

Expenses & Personal 

liability 


0800 777 156 

Please quote rt;f: IN05 






0990143301 


Ere of term coming io fiy Lufth3T1S3 

In, Over & Out 


Fly in. travel overland & fly out from a different city 

Fu-? c: overland tr.mspcrtai.c*. ivai : .u<!-e MUST >:• boekid p-U'- z; J.-ne 20:- i?j; 
Rate? good ur til March 199? ;nc!uc : ng High Season. 


into JO’BURG 

OVERLAND 

OUT OF CAPE TOWN fr £429* 

WTO NAIROBI 

OVERLAND 

OUT OF HARARE 

fr £435* 

wto NAIROBI 

OVERLAND 

OUT OF JO’BURG 

fr £369* 

WTO WINDHOEK 

OVERlA» 

OUT OF JO’BURG 

fr£499* 

wro BANGKOK 

OVERLAND 

OUT of SINGAPORE fr £379* 1 

into HONG KONG 

OVERLAND 

our of JAKARTA 

fr £439* 

WTO HO CHLMINH 

OVERLAND 

OUT OF BANGKOK 

ir £429* 

WTO HONG KONG 

OVERLAND 

OUT of BANGKOK 

o- £399* 

wro TOKYO 

OVERLAND 

our of OSAKA 

fr £499* 

wro Rubios aires overland 

OUT of SANTIAGO 

fr£499* 

wro LIMA 

OVERLAND 

out of BOGOTA 

fr £469* 

into SANTIAGO 

OVERLAND 

OUT OF LIMA 

fr £499* 

WTO RIO 

OVERLAND 

outofSAO PAULO 

Ir £449* 

wto MOSCOW 

OVHUAND 

OUT OF BEIJING 

fr £319* 


* STA TRAVEL * 



WORLD LEAOERS IN YOUNG INDEPENDENT TRAVEL 





Visit America NOW with cur exclusive prices from Virrjin Atlantic 
■ New York £199 * Boston £199 * Los Angeles £299 * 



§ ACCOMMODATION • CAR HIRE ■ INSURANCE AHD OVEBLAMD TOURS: 8171 Ml 6150 

3 EUROPE 0171 361 6161, WORLDWIDE 0171 361 6262. 0161 834 0668 (Maixhester) 

B Su te hu j Are WI. IP Eaton IMNWl relit GUBBWptonU 9*7. Ixnta • 25 Denote. kbKtesb 
® War La* Leeds ’ZQmo'sM tori ■ 36 Gasp Si 06d • 3 Stay SLCrefiridp 
» Stlteftn^NiwcBIb •SSKfabSLBn^w W^IUGtogow'JBOradat^ Abate 


For a fraa copy ol THE BUIDE call: 1171 361 *16*. bUp JlwtmMa trtrtLco jA STA TRAVEL 


'TRAVEL PERIOD - Now through until Alorch 51 1999 (Xmas 
E-lockout) - Fly from London or Alanchectcr, same rate . All option; 
ovailoble vice versa - Rates include oil applicable taxes 

"ret -.tuJint (SIC holier; uo :c sp. 32) - Under 20 ceraholdrr,." 

Sucj- c; to eva l.ibil-t, 


: TELESALES 


■c ;i07T'SW.‘'V 

c 0:15 cio -1 


Ortisre.i. CARdi-e 

0: 17 S29 2-1vl 81122 64! 13 J 

S'JM^I KLANS MtNCHI STTn GLASSCW 

r.l»l S6S7HIG 0!t! 273 1721 0141 553 if.13 

iMi-;;ir;.o mancmcstcb covin irt 

Cl! : 273 n;M 774 3105 0!2f,i 223 777 


01273 570 2 25 0121 414 l i 

52 Grosvenor Gardens. London SWIW 0AG, opp. Victoria © 
w»w. earn pus travel co.ult. 

4? BRANCHES NATIONWIDE 



★ GENUINE PRICES + QUALITY AIRLINES* 

g 


ATLANTA £199 j HOUSTON £314 


CHICAGO 304 I LANGELE5 264 is.FRANCLSCO 314 


274 I SEATTLE 264 






DETROir 314 I ORLANDO 173 


01388 747 999 



LOW COST FLIGHTS!! NEXUS TRAVEL fl WIT};'! * Hi 
■ II I I ,11 IY"r F .T "I 1 


USA CANADA AUSTRALIA 
ZEALAND SOUTH AIB9GA 
CANBEEAN EAR EAST 
MIDDLE EAST AFRICA 


THRIFTWAr 
M TRAVEL W 

^01714901490® 



0117 9277727 


•MamtascotMTS 

OHrtALY 




SAVEo„TRAVEL INSURANCE 

m ■r/v/T^'i 

F777 



mt 

£ 6 ' 

1 



O 1 832 83 5 
^ t' ' 
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NwwpApar PufaSsMrg |Pc 
regret* Iha antwogh ov»ry . 
WMotw bfa pracauUDnteMtsn. 
no responsfaBty cm be . 
acospfad tor mhfe andtor- . 
boccininodEdonolfared 

9vbu& thane oahimns, or any 
toss arising pierefrom Roadofa 
ere aiMMd to taha al 
ne cewaty precautions betare~ 
■niedng krto any travp) 

a f uuuau wi ite . 
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TakeOff 


me Off 


me Off 


me Off 


Because we think the world of you 

current best buys on the world's finest airlines 


preiBUbnt 

SYDNEY 
PERTH 
CAIRNS 
AUCKLAND' 
BANGKOK 
HONGKONG 
SINGAPORE 
KUALA UJMPUR 
■TOKYO 
INDIA 


oneway i rtnm 

mm 

£281 £471 
£279 £461 
£283 £476 
E376 £619 
£224 £349 
£266 £335 
£256 £356 
£242 £356 
£299 £299 
£209 £350 


NEW YORK 

BOSTON 

WASHINGTON 

CHICAGO 

FLORIDA 

LOS ANGELES 

SAN FRANCISCO 

LAS VEGAS 

TORONTO 

VANCOUVER 


m«i tom 

ton 

£122 £184 
£175 £245 
£176 £245 
£157 £248 
£205 £272 
£222 £272 
£222 £272 
£228 £321 
£209 £241 
£295 E355 


CARIBBEAN 

MEXICO CITY 

JO'BURG 

CAPETOWN 

HARARE 

NAIROBI 

DUBAI 

CAIRO 

ROME 


hot 

Iron 

£223 £270 
£267 £407 
£231 £335 
£231 £301 
£340 £496 
£253 £279 
£182 £258 
£138 £222 
£99 £99 


TRAIL 

THE TRAVEL 


r i ftK Hi.'iiffi -I V 

i m Kih 'w z 


ERS ^ 


Unequivocal nmtectionaqainsNi ^^ - CAA approved 

worldwide attention to detail 


EXPERTS 


CURRENT BEST BUYS IN BUSINESS CLASS 

SYDNEY £1182’ NEW YORK £649 JO'BURG £771* 
BANGKOK £762* FLORIDA £1145 VANCOUVER £1426 


AROUND THE WORLD £662 


plus discounted quality accommodation per room per night from 


wsmjA£32 • mm • m&eaa ■ pacific £« • mm 

USA CAR rtRE FROM £20 PBT DAY • CALI NOW FOR OUR TA1QRMADE WORLDWIDE AND NORTH AMERICA BROCHURES 


«:■ our travel csr<lres arc oper, Morr-Sat Ircm 9-t'pm * Thiir.r 9-7pm • Sun 10-Bpm • Open batU. sinlisay Monday 


CALL: 0171-938 3444 NOW 




For the real lowdown do woriOwifc 
travel, Traflfinders is your one stop 
travel shop. 

Traiffinders offers mow low cost 
fflghts to more destinations than 
anyone. Experts in airfares state 
1970, we can tailor-make your very 
own package with op to 75% discount 
on hotels anti car hire worldwide. 


FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF THE 
TRAILFINOER MAGAZINE 
CALL Of/MCfi 3366 ANYTf'.TE 


ATM. 1458 Utn ABTA687D1 


42-50 Earls Court Road 

Longbaid Travel: 

194 Kensington High Street 

LMtflhanl Travel: 
First & Business Class: 

215 Kensington High Street 
Transatlantic A European: 

22-24 The Priory Queensway 

Worldwide Travel: 

48 Com Street 
Worldwide Travel: 
254-284 Sauchlehall Street 

WorttwWe Travel: 


WWidwfda Travot 
Hnt & Business Class: 


LONDON WB 6FT 
0171-938 3366 

LONDON W8 7RG 
0171-938 3939 
0171-938 3444 
LONDON WB 6BD 
0171-937 5400 
BIRMINGHAM B4 6BS 
0121-2361234 
BRISTOL BS1 1HQ 
0117-929 9000 
GLASGOW G2 3EH 
01*1-353 2224 
MANCHESTER M3 2FF 
0161-839 8969 
0161-839 3434 


Trailfi riders does not impose charges on credit cards 


... people think the world of us! 


Greece 







s:£~_ 


U;:r,-v .m 

hi %£& ' - ' ■ 



iicigfe , mtc?.*33c 
cvoi!c&k on- di frgfiK- in juty o-nfy. 


it'T ‘ v’lk^iC^O-iL UkOp' 

# r / 3 l mMms^ •••• 

j* ’• Vjj. i* — * " -i _ • " •'•'O’. : - 

* ’ k A v ' I/'YO-’ I -'VP Vi 

gfe v - - ■■ j u- v- 

„NNE3i Sr SSfcite,V. L-V U l ■■ i„ -» i : : 1 vl LH" V'h.:, . v-.-.J 

; i ii /■ r ''i V' 

' ..... ...... r .... 

' Hi ' :! ' 

'-i- - 

nr. 

-3 O; 

fro ror oooo 


\lv.-'cr. 


■ ■T.:A;'-.v : ; : Lwwwu£asyjet-coiii 


Prague 

from 



Amsterdam 

from 



Glasgow 

from 



Frankfurt 

from 



Dublin 

from 
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, TRAVEL INSURANCE 

LC023I 


0171-375 OOfJ 

COLUMBUS# 


\ 





Our new form of 
holiday protection, 

Travel Insurance. 


For details of ow new range of policies 
and Immediate cover cafl 

0845 840 3030 



Rtfuri’ oricC' from London Hcsfhr-.’nv. 

iht’se and m/my more special European offer , 
tact your travel auor.l or call us raif) on 


All 

we cut 0845 (6071635 
is the 
price. 



*v1 or! - offers from other airports 

in ;he UK nnd frcL-md. 

; 7 British Midland 

The Airline for Europe 



as many times 

a as you like 


With our annual travel Insurance, 
you can take multiple trips 
throughout the year. 

To enrol, call quoting 0 

reference INaXi . 

Lines are open 7 days. 0800700737 

Available to non-Caw ftne nifa e rs 


No need to compromise 



NEW YORK from £177 


FLIGHTS 

DIRECT 



Return prices including pre-pcad rerport teens from: 

Perth £449 Beijing £350 fARani £270 

Ccams £469 Delhi/Bombay £349 losAngdes £280 

Sydney £461 Johannesburg £329 Denver £308 

Auckland ' £599 CapeTbm £380 Toronto £217 ! 

Hang Kong £327 Harare £387 Vraicouver £221 

Sngapore £360 PhilocWphia £269 Round The World £655 

TrwdbfarOI Jb- 3I Mar99. MtmisaaAiKliaclunBaArafcMh'. 

Till wri aimmnsmi menu Qtl rum r»rn nnrnntOTT 

C* am nM ft* Ew G««i Udl ABTA FI 304. AIO. 02sS 

QBH ?am-9pm Mon-Fri 
T0am-6pm Scrt-oun 

0870 75 00 140 

WE GO FURTHER TO FIND THE BEST FLIGHT 















0870 
6000 710 



u r o s f c i r 





e 777 ore 


COT77. 





*C«u&rbnu Oppfy. CoHf ckatjvi et ratiaajd mtc^AU (tBt m moatuntifn: q*aHtf. 


Overseas Tray d 



5 ook now and you could be eligible for 
■ free trip to Barbados on Concorde. / 

Fares are return from London and / 
subjea ro aratiaUTity and navel f 
periods. Travel periods may vary. I 
Includes pce-paid taxes conect ac ( 
29th April "98. Foe details see I 
FTV Teiesexr p380, your travel 1 
agent. British Always Travel I 
Shop or book and pay at our \ 
Wrfl sins wwJjrinsb-aifvwiysxa m V 

for tAwSamU of 
yrl/i O^ers uiU. hs now on: 

0345 2221 1 1 

Book ky lOtti June '98 

Would offers W| 

\ BRITISH AIRWAYS , 

V The workfs Earoorite airline y 



HOLIDAYS 

BERMUDA - Luxury and good value! 

Prestige Holidays, the top mdepeodeot Tour 
Operator to Bermuda, has a wide selection 
of hotels, cottage colonies and apartments 
on this fabulous island 

Now we can offer even better value for departures 
1-13 Sept saving up to £175 per person in addition 
to any offers in the brochure. 

Flora brochure and full details 

Telephone 

01425 480400 


Da >:y scheduled flights from London Luton 
Flex idle booking • More comfort 


yiospe' 

hem 3 'drcm \ 

£84 £99/ 

return i r-c. t-ax-js return inc. taxes 

lyJd/r?/c/ 0)<:7rce/c?r?a 

£109 £114 

roiij'n. inc. taxes return inc. taxes 

^ ) ice ^Cac/r7i/ 

£117 £124 

-:z~ y. r ~ :nc. t. 3v.es ,. return ire. taxes 

cad 

0541 500 300 

debonair 

5 e at assignment • Free refresh m e n t s 
C o n v e n i e n t a i r o o r t travel i i n k s 


JORDON, EGYPT, ISRAEL, SYRIA. 
Tbaonreuto UtnofarlBs. Call Dostt- 
nallon Rad Saaon 01B1 440 9900 
AHTA V0122 ATOL36S1. 


City Breaks 



'TP. 


r«? rn 




0 18 1 99 5 9 3 



TAILORMADE 

SAFARIS 

ZIMBABWE. BOTSWANA. 
NAMIBIA. ZAMBIA. KENYA. 
TANZANIA . 

S. -^ R !CA^ 


Luxurious nmots lodgas. 
WaJWng. canoeing, ridmg and 
vehidB safaris with the very bast 
guides. Superb wBcdife. 
Advanture with comfort M us 
• to create yoir ideal safari 
TBk(01fiH) GZBSTB Fas 638878 
GE PUBOSWI ml iMamm an sex 

atocaSI 

EX 




PULSE AFRICA, hn^kiativa hofl- 
dayi In East & SouttMrn Africa. 
Gam, baadtes and hideaways. 
0171 4003903. 


AirportF^rkmg 


HEATHROW C4JK par day. Froa 
parting sOar M days. Hax ctasgs 
E89 JO up » SO days Secure 
Parting 01B1B13 0130 


Caribbean 


AAAH CUBA! Independent Ttaval. 
MtBfchsnge colotv brochure. Tbfe 
OlSt dfft 38T2 ATOt 2428 


Ear East 


SUNV1L DISCOVERS ThUantf. 
Vietnam. HU9y BsArttoua and 
flyrttvas tor IreaviduBls. 0101 847 
47« AfTOATOL 808 


FYanee 


To advertise in this section 
please call the 

Travel Team on 0171 293 2219, 


Australia 


B^FLAG 

is AustraTia and New 
Zealand's leading 
Accommodation Group; 

with over 450 hotels, 
Inns, resorts, apartments 
to choose from. 

Call 0800 892 407 
for a free directory 


iriDi'Q Lirjk 


TIGER TRAVEL 

TOUR S FOR WOMEN 

mxiwr 



0117 923 7477 




BOM«W>^il«^RBB(gtotv 


FRANCE 

Villas Mi ! 1 Pools 







CHARENTBDORDOONE Country 



SUNVIL DISCOVERY TIM Astras. 
wkissL me* flaxtols ranga to Wa 
stunning archipelago. Wnafri 
urochlng. 0181 847 4748 Amo 
iTOL 


South America 


SUNVIL DISCOVERY Coats Rica. 
GuaumaU. Ecuador + Cuba 
add-on. Highly flaatota MMdual 
tours 6 ttyrttos. Jmgle lodges, 
nature rs so rva s. 0181 847 4748 
AITO ATOL 80S 


CAPE COD NEW ENGLAND A VER- 
MONT. Superb tanfty resorts & 
prhnne houses. Bridgewater 
Trawl AflTA V7Z7B Broch 0181 
7078794 


LOIRE CHI NON IdyOe rtvarsld* 
country ooUagss. SonM AyaltobH- 
■ty July/Aug. 01440 709827. 
WAUONa IN 10 unspoBwl Rrsncfr 
regions. All bends, guided or 
independent, warm Mamfly 
hOWia, great regional euMhe. 
everything arranged tor you. 
Headwater 01806 613340 ATOL 
9412 Ana 

CYCLING DOWN QUIET country 
lanes. Just enough autetsa to 

worit up an amenta tor Ow next 

great nwaU Stay at charming 
smalt (Utah Hi 10 enchanting 
regions- Wa cany your begs. 
Headwater 01608 813340 atol 
2412 AITO. 




v«as 0161 707 87M. ABTA 
V7278 

BRITTANY Dor do gne, Cole cfAas 
and more. Lovely Vast, many 
with pools. Sunsalsct Vllias. 
ABTA V?278 Brochure 0161 707 
8794. 

LOTETGAROWffi Fennhoure sk» 
10, port, trihse, asafl U8 to n,7. 
after SJ9. 0033 5S301 6308 

NICE HOTH. RBieKEtdlcn- 
sips 1,4 

Eiawawpewgaemw™ 
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8/TRAVEL: CITY BREAKS 


For the ultimate in elegant 
shopping and a feast of 
Renaissance art visit Milan. 
Jon Winter checks out the 
best sights of the city 


Why go now? 

Because for the first time ever. Italy's most 
stylish city finds itself at the centre of a feres 
war. This morning’s maiden flight cm Go 
from Stansted to MQan has sparked deep 
discounts; just as Barcelona came to promi- 
nence when EasyJet started flying there, so 
Milan will surely be the trendies! dry break 
for summer *98. 



At the top of Milan cathedral, a 
glorious Gothic construction with 
135 spires and 3,000 carved figure® 

Photograph: Marescot-Vrignaud/Gamma 




Beam down 

Go (0845 60 54321) has an introductoiy rate 
of £100 return from the Essex airport, an 
offer matched by KLM uk (0990 074074). 
Expect retaliation by Alitalia (0171-602 
1711) from Heathrow and London City. 



the city centre, take a tram from the piaz- 
za del Duomo along the via Mercanti to the 
Castello Sfoczesco. Its peaceful courtyards 
and museum halls are the perfect place to 
sit and quietly convince yourself that you 
can afford that Armani sweater, underthe 
gaze of Michelangelo's Rondanim Pieta 
rather than a pushy shop asistanL 


Get your bearings 

The latter two airlines have the edge on Go 
because they serve the convenient Linale air- 
port (a quids local bus ride) rather than Mal- 
pensa, 30 miles out. The No 73 bus shuttles 
you between Linate airport and the piazza 
San Babfla, from where it’s just a short stroll 
to the piazza del Duomo at the very heart 
of the city. (From Malpensa, you'll have a 
king connecting coach ride.) Dominating this 
large pedestrianised square is the world’s 
largest Gothic cathedra] and it is from this 
unforgettable structure that you orient 
yourself. Most of what Milan has to offer 
the visitor is within easy reach of here. 
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Demure dinner 

If you are not spending the evening at 
Milan's famous opera house - standing tick- 
ets f or La Seals are available on the day 
for as little as 10,000 lire (£3.50) - head 
south away from the city centre and dme 
in the Navigli district. Here, among the 
many restaurants and bars that line the old 

canals, there are a few great pizzerias,' such 

as Solo Pizza on naviglio Pavese, that still 
cook with traditional wood-burning ovens. 
Just sure you are familiar wflh the 
Italian for anchovies -acciughe. ' 


^ -..VJ I: : 


Check in 

Head north of the cathedral to the arty 
Brera quarter and join the beautiful people 
ui Arnica Locanda Solferino. a hotel re- 
putedly favoured by models - 180,1X10 lire 
(£63) including breakfast - via Caste Ifidardo 
(0039 2 657 0129). For an upmarket crowd, 
head for the exclusive Four Seasons hotel 
a couple of blocks northwest of the piazza 
San Babila which offers five star luxury in 
the unlikely setting of a former monastery 
- via Gesu S (00 39 2 77088). Budget trav- 
ellers can rely on Milan's youth hosteL, loc- 
ated out in the north-west suburbs along 
the Ml metro line, where bed and break- 
fast will cost you 23,000 lire (£8) - via Mar- 
tino Bassi (00 39 2 3926 7095). 


48 hours in Milan 


Sunday morning: go to church 
Aside from Leonardo's Lost Supper \ Milan's 
magnificent cathedral is the other major his- 
torical attraction. Oddly, while being the 
focus of both tourists and locals, it is one 
of the few sanctuaries where you can escape 
the traffic, noise and temptation to put 
something else on your credit card. So save 
some money and invest some time mar- 
velling at the sheer scale of the building and 
the craftsmanship of its 3,000 carved figures. 


Cultural morning 

Of course you must go to see Leonardo da 
Vinci's Lost Supper. Milan's star exhibit is 
housed in the refectory of the convent of 
Santa Maria Delie Grazie west of the cathe- 


dral. It opens 8am-1.45pm, and 7pm to 
10pm. Admission costs 12,000 lire (£420) 

It took tire artist two years to render one 
of the world's most famous paintings and 
it continues to occupy at least two hours of 
every tourist's schedule (most of which is 
spent in a queue). Nevertheless, after a final 
approach through a series of timed sliding 
doors, it does have an extraordinary aura, 
even with restoration scaffolding m place. 

For an uninhibited view, walk a couple 
of blocks south to the Museo delle Scien- 
ze which has a full-size replica of the Last 
Supper along with some arguably more in- 
teresting work by the great Renaissance 
, man. Leonardo's diversity is represented 


in anatomical, geological architectural 
and botanical drawings and schemes which 
include his ideas for a flying machine. 


Lunch on the run 

Milan's hectic pace of life caters perfectly 
for visitors wanting a quick pit-stop lunch. 
Step into one of the marry panotechi and 
you won’t even have to sit down. Just prop 
yourself at the counter and refuel with an 
espresso and a tost (toasted sandwich). 

For a liquid lunch, head for the A1 Pan- 
ino Bar on the corner of via San Paolo and 
via Agnello, just behind the Duomo, where 
buying drinks allows you to snack “for free 
on an array of delicious titbits on the bar. 


Take a hike 

Shopping is the chief preoccupation for vis- 
itors to Italy's biggest metropolis and 
thanks to the home-spun talents of des- 
igners such as Georgio Armani and an 
exhaustive collection of swanky shops 
stocking top names from around the globe, 
Milan has earned itself the ultimate de- 
signer label "style capital of the world". 

Keep your credit raid tucked away for 
the time being and spend the morning 
browsing in the shops around the Quadri- 
latero. Suss out who’s wearing what, where 
they bought it and how much it cost as you 
amble through this maze of streets just north 
east of the cathedral All the names are here: 


Versace, Salvatore Ferragamo, Dolce & 
Gabbana, Valentino and, of course. Geor- 
gio Armani You can find a list of ail the 
nam es along with the 100 or so shops stock- 
ing designer accessories for the home in 
Milano - Where, When, How, a free book- 
let available from the tourist office. 

Most shops in the centre close at 
720pm, so look first, see some sights, then 
return later on to pick up your wares and 
join the Milanese parading the streets in 
the evenin g with those all-important names 
proudly displayed on your shopping bags. 


A walk in the park 

Although within easy reach of the city 
■ centre, Milan's largest green space, the 
Parco Sempione. is frequented by the city’s 
ne’er-do-wells and can fed a little threatening. 
Instead, ride Metro Ml right out into the sub- 
urbs to Lampugnano and join the joggers on 
Monte Stella. At 550ft it’s no mountain, but 
it is Milan’s only real iodine. It was built from 
the nibble left at the end of the Second Wforid 
Iter and, over the years, has become a rather 
nice park and one of the few places to get 
a view across the city skyline. 


Take a ride 

■To get away from the bustle and bustle of 


Icing on the cake 

Italian ice-cream really does live up to its 
reputation. So if you don't treat yourself to 
a new designer outfit, or that stylish table 
lamp or even a Last Supper tea-towel, allow 
yourself one little indulgence with a visit to 
one of Milan's many gelaterias. 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


TRAVEL: OVERSEAS 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


Special Interest Holidays 


Special Interest Holidays 


Egypt 


worldwide 

Discover the unique experience of a 
small group adventure in 

Spain Greece Hirkey 
Bulgaria Russia Iceland 
Egypt Morocco Tanzania 
Thailand Vietnam Borneo 


Small group 
holidays off 
the beaten ‘ 5 
track... 

TRA/ELBAG 

>\ 


••• plus another 70-odd countries. 
8 to 30 days. Prices from £345. j&s 



S ardi nia 

The most magnificent of Italian elands 
SPECIAL OFFERS 
£50 OR brochure prices for AIL June departures 


Alphcro s: Cagliari 


• ■ :.2I9 


Granada and Sea: 

■ Three romantic 
cottages with pooL j 
Adults only in July j 
and August 
» €>1364 
782 3*1 


:.I49 | i I; tl49 

■2i9 ! =1. ! -.119 




Aipric w* f>g»n^b>tyabnedQnap<newp»wengmMhT. 
Pnom mw Murfve rf jS airport mm. 

Reservations Ol 444 881414 

Indapendcnc Mr Travel trerft* re 



6th &I3th July 1998 
7 Nights Nile Star Cruise (FB) 
from £349* 

2 Nights Cairo (BB) & 5 Nights Cruise (FB) 

frdm £599 

3rd troth July 1996 

3 Nights Cairo (BB) & 7 Nights Cruise (FB) 

from £689 

• Must ba booked before 15th June 08. 

For further details contact 


THIS 

NEWSPAPER 
AND YOU 


If you have a complaint 
about an item in this 
newspaper which 
concerns inaccuracy, 
intrusion, harassment 
or discrimination, write 
to the editor about it. 


TEL: 0181423 3000 


F : v w/-vrj» ltrcd::(ry r.vi//.* m 


Can 01252 344161 
(24 hrs) for brochure 
Explore Worldwide ON) Aldershot 
CUI1 1LQ wwwexpkjre.co.uk 
Fully bonded A TTO/XTOL 2595 


I ^01420 541002 

* IJ 


Open 7 days a week 

A:-;r 


Puts other holidays in the shade 


9 % 


EXODUS 

* '^Discovery Holiday***^ 


Leaders In small group cultural tours and safaris worldwide 0*4 weeks) 
9 Weir Road, London SW12 0LT. Ring 0181 673 0859 for brochure 
http://vvwMexodu5traveIs.co.uk 
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Milan £123 

Rome £129 

Pisa £ 99 

Sardinia £149 


VTOas wfth swimming pools, 
cottogoa and HBago house* in 
quiet, scenic locations. 


Our selection feature! quaky 
propertie s in the rrwi de4j*raJ | 
coastal or mountain settings- 


UPIBRE EGYPT 

small group holidays - youll see more 

NHe Cruises, Felucca Safttreks, 

Red Sea & Desert Adventures. • 

15 days from only £535 bid. return flights 



If you’re still dissatisfied I 
you can write to the 
Press Complaints 
Commission, 
an independent 
organisation established J 
to uphold an editorial* i 
Code of Practice j 

for the Press. | 


ftani Rgents for Htol Hokfere 

PfeosamB 0171 494 1494 


{■ ANDALUSIA • CANTABMA f 
• ASTURIAS 


Call Explore worldwide on 01252 344161 for free brochure 


Fulty Bonded AITO/ATOL 2595 


THIS NEWSPAPER 
ABIDES BY 

THE PCC’s DECISIONS 


| qmmS wtth pool, chomiag 

mtimetthouttamiflexAie 
Jhhdrim ktdUnyr. 

‘Grand Tearing’ and Pointing 


S roily & 
Sardinia 


COSTA BRAVA/ DO RADA VBOS ft 
apes many w8h poors- Sunsdect 
ABTA V727B Brochure 0161 707 


Flame*. Venter and Home. 

0181 995 9323 

Urn vl ITT V1.II. Ives tfni 



WATERMILL 4 HOUSE In Andolo- 
ctan Mta. nr Rondo. Stpa 2/12. Ft 
E20&C580 p.« 0161 224 7872. 


0171 495 6877 


A TASTE OF TUSCANY. VtSas, cot- 1 
togas and apartments. Far i 
brochures aOi TaDor-mado Torn 
an 01B1 291 1450 


TURKEY • EGYPT 

THE MIDDLE EAST & EUROPE 



IRAN • SYRIA • IORDAN 
ISRAEL • MOROCCO 
GREECE * SPAIN * FORTUGAL 
FRANCE • BRITAIN 

roc or cichtirRi cs/l 

0181 - 742 3049 


fa?e/fer 


jODRNEY 

>LATIN 

AMERICA 

Escorted*Groups 
& Bespoke Tours 
0181 747 8315 

Flights-only 

0181 7473108 

JLA Manchester 

0161 8321441 


) INDIAN \ 


IHlMMAYASf 

Jihis Summer Enjoy' t 


SUNVU. DISC OVERT Flexible flf- 
drives to Tuscany & Umbria. 
Character B8 accom. Plus Sldty, 
Lteres and cafes, oisi Bar araB 
WTO ATOL BOa. 


INVITATION TO TUSCANY Roman- 
■c cottagers and ferartousvtlas to 
lac In soma of fee loveliest areas 
ol Tuscany. Tel tor brochure 0121 
429 5018 or 0171 603 7111 


SOUTHERN SPAIN: Itanqul kscuri- 
ous large term house In own oftra 
groves. Fully mud, 5 dble bed- 
rooms. Ak conditioned. Insect 
screens. Large pool with proper 
1 metre springboard. 0171 



NHe 

he Cruise 
7 rrisNSe cruise 
full board 
a/con cabins 
all excursions 

& 

ran £4tl9pp- 

8S77&OSI6 
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1 SALISBURY SQUARE 
LONDON EC4Y 8AE 
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I Telephone 0171 353 1248 
i Facsimile 0171 353 S355 ! 
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FARMHOUSE In Ptertmomsso Alps. 
Sto*6 + 2A. let 01223 315753. • 


J This Summer Enjoy l 
Trekking - Jeep Safaris 
MotorcycBag * CycDng 


VENICE: VENETIAN APART- 
MENTS has a range of private 
aptaio let Also Florence, Rome. 
Verona. Vfenato. Tet 0181 678 
1130. Fas 9181 87B 0B82. 


Yoga • WHd Flowers 
Geological Tsars 


Geological Tsars 
Explore Kraachat, Uttakti , 
4 Zssdcar wftte- , 


Nttnst mn Baas 


BiuuAY»freimY 5 i 

Tel: 01323 422213/ 
l teMUanSHHnttwa J. 


WALKING IN THE Florentine and 
Umbrian MBs. AT levels, outded 
or tndspendsnt. warm friendly 
hotels. Great regional cufeina. 
everything arranged tor you. 
Headwater 01606 BI3342 ATOL 

2412 atto 


BRIDGEWATER'S IDYLLIC Italy 
c o untry s ide to coesL May /June 
offers. Ptetrasanta private vMas, 
near beach. Lucca. Bsa. Flo- 
rence Castles, country villas, 
taflnhouses + pocks throughout 
Tuscany, Umbria. Lake Qaida. 
0T61 707 8798 24 hrs. ABTA 


SIMPLY SPAIN Eecapo the mdiv 
stream wKh our unique range of. 
rural farmhouses, country villas 
with pools and esgufefte small 
femes In unspoilt loctefona 
throughout Andaluda and MaL 
terea. Plus fhnible 'Wandering' 
hcBdays and taDohrosite options. 
Pisase caff 01BI 99SB323. ABTA 
VI 337 ATOL 1822 ATTO 


APULIA / CALABRIA Slcfly, Amsffl. 
Sandnia. discover the wonderful 
South. Chiming vffias, hotels, 
pools 01 884 722183 ATTO ATOL 


CATALONIA/COSTA BRAVA Best 
selection sell catering villas & 
apartments with pools & hotels. 
Spanish Harbour 01 17 8BB 977. 


To 

advertise 
in this 


415 


THE ASSOCIATION 
OF INDEPENDENT 
TOUR OPERATORS 


Earley Mow Passags. London '.V-l <:?K 


Balearics 


Corsica 


CYC Li NO DOWN QUIET country 
lanes. Just enough’ exsrcfce to 
wortt up an appetite for the next 
great meall Stay at charming 
hotels In Tuscany & umbria. Ws 
Cany your bags. I lest* Steer 
01608 813342 ATOL 2412 ATTO. 


ftHtugal 



VINTAGE SPAIN: Mtetorcan A 
Uenorcan tarmhousas wffh pools 
In unspoilt are as , near coast. 
01954 261 431. AITO ATOL 2787 
VINTAGE SPAIN: MaUorcan A 
M anon uin temt nuaes wth pools 
i in unspoflt area s, near coa st . 
01854 261 431. ATTO ATOL 2787 


Cyprus 


; £> v Don , t forget 
£ to mention^ 
The Independent 1 '.-, 
^when replying .7 
adverts 


section 


VILLAS WITH POOLS, vfllaga 
homos In inyinfeirt arose. Ptas 
hBs, ffytftftws. escorted tours. 
SUNVIU 0181 8S7 4748 AITO 
ATOL 808 


Turkey 


please 
call the 
Travel 
Team 


For a unique 
range of real holidays 
that are fully-bonded, 
flexible and 
definitely original - 
book AITO! 


Corsica 


Smalt 8 friendly Auber^s 
Hnunun I mu • Cliutc Molek 
BeachtUe Apenments 
Prhale VIII*, • F^drlve • Cydkig 

I I.IHaMeMIMnVWNN 


Eastern Europe 


PRAGUE. VIENNA. BUDAPEST 4 
SIovsMb. Central pensions, 
hotels 8 opts. Czechers (01706) 


rife ant. HmfieM . T F mUeri ag ’ 
faUpadsblMte 

0X81 995 9323 
wutun muwinii 


SKYROS Hie Holistic Experience 
In Greece ft the Caribbean. 0171 
284 3065 or mwnsfiyreRccm' 


I CYCLING FOR SOFTIES mean 


nxnutolte menus, quality hotels 
and a unique riew ol rural France 
fronts Otaycfe. Agent ATOL 6» 
Tel; 01612*85134. 


StHPUf CORSICA Discover the 
1 MBefte mai eantebesmaptaBOSt 
an Island otiporious b e aches and 
spactectear mountains, untar- 
: nfched by mass tourism. VBaa 
with pools, seaside cottages, 
mountain suberges and StyUsti 
IMeki Bobo caff 8181 8953323. 
ABTA V1337 ATOL 1922 ATTO 


CORSICAN PLACES. We spe- 
cialise In Corsica. Lovely vtUno 
with pools, cottages by ff>e see, 
medlsvd vBage houses. cteteUly 
selecnd fexato. very Irlantey per- , 
sonal servlca. ATOL2647. AITO. ] 
lei 01424 4600Wft» <60033. j 


Germany 


GEHUANY - PaBy low cote nghs 
end hotel ac co mmodation. All 
major credit cards. Please call 
German TrevaJ Contra DIB! 429 
2900. ABTA ATOL 2977 IATA. 


SUNVIL DISCOVERY Flexible By- 
drives North to South. Character 
BB Pousadai, Manor Homes. 
Plus Azores. Madeira. 0181 847 

4748 ATTO ATOL an 
VINTAGE PORTUGAL; Country 
houses with pools In unspoilt 
North, IBnho end Dotirv OtBS* 
281 431 AITO ATOL 2787 ABTA 
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For a FREE copy of the 
AITO Directory listing all member 
companies, please telephone 

0181 607 9080 
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The Luxor massacre edged Egypt off the tourist map, writes 
Anna Dedhar, but now’s the time to go back. And where else but 
Cairo can you take in five millennia of civilisation in one brief break? 




Some people seemed doubtful when I told them I was going 
to Egypt 'or the weekend. It is a long way (a four-and-a- 
nalf-hour flight from Heathrow); it is getting hot at this 
time of year, and, of course, everyone remembers the mas- 
Ktcre of 58 tourists at Luxor. But friends who have visited 
the country since the killings in November said that secu- 
aty has been tightened, and there was a four-night trip to 
Giza - home of the pyramids and the Sphinx - staying in 
a four-star hotel, for £4 15. It was too good an opportunity 

to mi s s, 

Arriving late on Friday nig ht , we were driven straight to 
the Mena House Hotel, a grand establishment popular with 
travellers in the days of the Empire, the headquarters for 
the Allied chief of command in the Second World Wfer and 
. the base for peace negotiations between Egypt and Israel. 
At first we thought we had been cheated of the promised 
view of a pyramid from our room, but as we peered 
through the dark night our eyes focused 
a huge mass, so close we could piacti 
cally touch it from our balcony. 

Without their original polished 
limestone dadding, the pyramids 
have an unnerving habit of 
blending into tbe background 
of desert and sky. 

Opulent in decor and lav- 
ish in facilities though the 
hotel is. the visitors were 
too few to make it bustle. 

Driving through Cairo 
with its jammed, manic 
traffic at almost any 
time of day and night, 
and navigating the 
packed Khan - al- 
Kh alili bazaar one 
evening, we found noise 
and crowd levels 
painful. But at the 
tourist sites the little 
boys trying to sell post- 
cards and the old men 
offering camel rides 
outnumbered the visi- 
tors. 

It was wonderful to 
be able to stroll around 
and stand and gaze, 
appreciating tbe mon- 
strous scale of the pyra 
mids of Cheops - the highest, 
at 137m - Chephren and Mycer 
inus and the wives’ smaller ones, the 
Sphinx and the vast expanse of desert stretching 
away with little to interrupt the view except a few huddles 
of camels and riders posed tunelessly against tombs or dunes. 
But for the Egyptians, the collapse of their tourist industry 
is, of course, disastrous. Security at tourist sites has been 
tightened. At the hotel and museum, entrance was through 
metal detectors - although the hotel’s was malfwHSkraing. 
There were cameras scanning the areas, rather lackadaisi- 
cal young armed soldiers and Tburistand Antiquities Police 
patrolling on camels. 

Perhaps the lack of visitors has also cut down the num- 
ber of vendors, but there was not as much hassleas I bad 
expected. Of cquise those with papyrus bookmarks and 
embroidered headbands to sell tried hard, but few were 
really persistent However, some people found that the price 






of a camel ride did not include a dismounting fee; they bad 
to band over more cash before the beast was allowed to kneel 
down for them to get off. It was also disconcerting to have 
a camel cantering after you and breathing hotly down your 
neck while its owner tried to persuade you to give him your 
camera to take a picture of you. 

Since we bad just three days, we wanted to pack in as 
much as possible. So we went to Cairo's Egyptian Museum, 
where we were saturated with tbe golden glories from the 
kings’ tombs - including the outstanding haul from 
Tuiankhamun’s previously unlooted chambers - awed by tbe 
royal mummies and overwhelmed by Lhe sheer quantities 
of sarcophagi, statuettes, papyrus and jewellery. We went 
to Memphis, the 3100BC capital of the Old Kingdom where 
there is little except the giant statue of Rameses IT. and to 
Saqqara, the Old Kingdom necropolis with its 
tombs, temples and pyramids - including Zoser’s 
step pyramid (the oldest, from the 27th cen- 
tury BQ and the tomb of T1 with its 
waOs of painted panels - and to 
Saqqara country dub to admire 
tbe fine Arab horses. 

Hvo friends who bad been to 
Cairo before hired a car and 
driver by the day and visited 
places off the beaten trade, 
unhiding pyramids which are 
on no road; but we wanted 
to see the main sights first, 
so we went as unashamed 
tourists by coach - with an 
armed guard and lots of 
bottled water. Ancient 
Egypt is highly photo- 
genic, but keen pho- 
tographers should 
beware the camera fees 
that are almost invariably 
added to admission fees: 
£5-£10 Egyptian for an 
ordinary camera, and up 
to £100 Egyptian for a 
video-camera. 

We also saw the son 
et kunutre at Giza, which 
is a melodramatic, hour- 
long mix of floodlighting 
and booming soundtrack 
to sketch a history of Egypt 
told beside the great Sphinx, 
illustrated by hieroglyphics and 
moving pictures on tomb walls 
etched by lasers. There must be seats 
for an audience of 1,000, but on the Saturday 
evening barely 100 were taken. 

And, of course, we found time to swim and lounge by 
the pool, where there were trees for shade, a breeze to cool 
the afternoon sun and waiters to bring snacks and drinks. 
It’s surprising how much you can pack into a three-day - 
weekend. 

Anna Dedhar paid £415 for a long weekend at the pyramids, 
booked througfi Jules Verne (0171-616 1000) and including 
BA scheduled ftigfcts from Heathrow to Cairo, plus four nigfrts 
B&B at the Mena House Hotel (Cairo 383 3444), Giza. British 
nationals need a viso, but the Egyptian Consulate in London 
(0171-235 9777/9719) is giving them away free at the 
moment 




. .. .v- "?«, • 




v. ■* . v • v - % 



- ' ' 7;7 't 

7^7^77 

v ■ 7 ^ y 
■ • 

."•7,7 /; ; T ; 777^:. : 


Nearly 5,000 yean before Coca-Cola came to Cairo, Zoster’s step pyramid, above, was already reaching for the sky. Above 
left, Tutankh around perfectly preserved death mask, part of the Egypti a n Museum’S vast collection Photographs: Geoff Perry 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


GARDENING 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


FROM THE COUNTRY'S PREMIER 
MAIL ORDER GLOVE COMPANY 

At the Chelsea Flower Show we are introducing a new glove. This glove 
has been onty available for the landscape gardener, and has received rave 
reviews. The glove is a very soft cow hide, but is extremely strong and 
thorn resistant It has a thinsulate fining for the ultimate warmth and 
comfort They come in mens large, a medium and a ladies size 7, and of 
course they all cany the Centre Sales guarantee even if you have used 
them and are not satisfied, we will refund or replace them 


Call in to see us at Scotland's Premier Garden Show at Strathclyde | 


Send or telephone for a brochure and price Ust 

CENTRE SALES LTD, 85 MILL LMIE,BARn£Y GREEN 
BIRMINGHAM B32 3BG • TEL: 0121 4271992 


TURTLE DIRT TRAPPER MATS 

At tot -as seen at Gaidai d-wEttc m— 

and Rower 

nationwide - the door mat 

that really works! Wo 

muddy footprints 

pawmarks on dean floors 

and carpets] I 

Turtle Dirt Trapper 
mats stop tfirt si the door of 
home, conservatory or car 

with absorbent cotton pOe removing wet, dry and even 
greasy dirt from shoes and paws. With norvsSp late 
backing, they are fully machhiewashable at WC. 
AvsMabfa ii seven colours and 3 sizes: 

Btoft Sr— n. Bliwwwrw, Bwm. OKI On* S— I Baum, BMcWttrwm 
- 7S x 50 cm ET7.9S, ■ 7B * 1 00 on £3445, -75 * 1 50 can EMlSS 
Mas £X30 PEP (Mr mat. 

■ (Also araiatte nth gripper-nriber backing tor usa on carpets, 

- gkoH cafi for ri n f ufti at <■*»» * nd prices). 
fcoruHrUaMat Co. 82a Kings Road, Kingston, Sumy PCI2 5HT 

«tdb Tel: 0181 296 0366 wl act. turtle} 

ESI! OS Fax: 0181 296 0360 


LEEDS LEISURE 
Hr BUILDINGS # 

r The Greenhouse 
§ Specialists 
f Cedar; Softwood 
f PVC, Aluminium 

GUARANTEED 
LOWEST PRICES! 


^Brochure Line” 

0113 279 1626 


WATSON Jb LOOKMAi^ 

u FOR DOGGIE DOORMATS H 
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ULTRA Outdoor Interiors™ 

The New 1998 Ultra 
Catalogue is an Ideas 
Book showing 
dozens of Outdoor 

■ Interiors framed by 
screens, arches. 

. decking, and other 
beautifully finished 
products -all in 
pressure- 

impregnated Bahic 
Redwood guaranteed 

Interval Systems Ltd far i3jeaa. 

A ' PO B0K 40 -WOKING Ultra; AH the 
tft SURREY GU227YU character of bespoke 
A« Tet 01483 727 888 ' carpentry - at down- 

jQlUA Fac 01483 737 828 toearth prices. 


^ ‘JOPASCO ’ 
wi^^SHADE 
The best umbrellA 
Under the suN 


J lha taf wrtkr itwriM Brink mHW k Ra U( 
■SdpBaarimtd Bn *tatSM ten •BBor tea 
•Sfn an tr TUlmgSr *NrVM lor B*a Starir 
^SridriafBmtaeirifei •UpnftnrLage 

mV For FRBS colour brochure contact 

JORASOO Ltd. IN. Unttl.Tttmni hdu—tal EsUOABCWioma Road. 

Comtaoofc. Bennhlra SL3QAX 


STOP DIRT IN ITS TRACKS! 

WITH THErAMAZING : f nrouir bwcttvf 
fwCMNE WASHABtE 
\noh-suv f cotton mf 
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HANGING BASKET CAROUSEL 
Mad /or Frio or Garden 
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To 

advertise 
in this 
section 
please 
call the 
Gardening 
Team 
on 

0171 293 
2323. 



Leisure Canopies 
SoUd Oak Dining FnralUiie 
Elegant Porcelain 
Lunny Spa Products 

Real Quality from 

mm- 

feryaar frcefefl coImt catalape plew 
Mcfthue 9181 5tt92tf«r write to . 
Han Ltd, PO B«x SI, Newport, Etta CBli 3B 


QUAUTY WROUGHT IRON WORK 
AT REAUST1C PRICES 

All Made - to - Measure Send for 



mi 

111? 

min 


Other products include dog grates, 
door grilles, balconies in fact you 
name it ~ well make it 

ROB TURNER 

STALHAM (01692) 
WORKSHOP 580091 
EVENINGS 580098 
Unit 16, Moores Yard, High St, Stalham 
Norfolk NR1 2 9AN 


The Kent Garden Show 

Kent Showground, Detling, Maidstone 

M2 Junction 5 or M20 Junction 7 

Sunday & Monday 24th & 25th May 

Pubftc opening times 9.30 a.m. to 5.30p.m. each day 


JESWofrmf Junction 7 
^ I 41 (M) 


LONDON 


With dual carriageway roads servkig both 
venues they are very easy to get to 


I unction s 
$ M2 

5 Mao 

Junction 7 


To Dover 


To Ashtoid 


Nursery displays and sales, gardening sundries, flower arranging 
competitions & demonstrations, brass band and craft marquees etc. 
150+ Exhibitors at Herts and 250+ Exhibitors at Kent 
Entrance: HERTS £4 - Includes entiy to Gardens, Grounds & Adventure Play Ground 
KENT £3.00 (OAPs £2) - ChCdran FREE ‘ FREE PARKING AT BOTH SHOWS * 

Info Line 01795-474660 or Fax 01795-472926 
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The 

immaculately 
kept box at the 
gardens of 
Woflerton Old 
Hall in 
Shropshire 
Photographs 
John Voos 
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Wollerton revisited 


Lesley Jenkins grew up at WoUerton Old Hall, the 
remnant of a much bigger hall bouse of the 17th 
century, set under the huge skies of north Shrop- 
shire. She adored the romance of the place and its 
once elegant Edwardian garden, which had become 
overgrown and blowzy. She loved the roses and 
honeysuckles and delphiniums her mother grew. 
In the remains of the formal garden, she jumped 
her pony over the three dipped yew blobs that they 
called “the boys”. So she and her brothers gave her 
parents hell when, in the Sixties, they decided to 
sell up and move somewhere smaller. 

Twenty years on, Lesley Jenkins, by now mar- 
ried with two sons, was still in Shropshire, happily 
settled at Market Drayton. She'd caught the gar- 
dening bug and had made several gardens. She'd 
been through her Adrian Bloom conifer and 
heather mode and was now deeply into the Hid- 
cote manner fine herbaceous perennials planted 
in a series of sheltering outside rooms. 

And then one day, caught behind a lumbering 
milk lorry, thinking as always about her garden, she 
took a short cut It happened to take her through. 
WoUerton and past the Old Hall, where a huge 
estate agent's board announced its imminent sale. 
Her saintly husband put in a bid for the place, sight 
unseen, which is why she’s now. back among ‘The 
boys” of her childhood. 

It’s probably just as well, she says, that there was 
an interval in between her going and coming back, 
when the garden changed a great deal “Otherwise 
Td have found it so difficult to replan it. Impos- 
sible to undo the work that my mother had done, 
pull out plants that I remembered so well.” Now, 
Wollerton has been reborn once more. 

The design, formal for the most part, is aston- 
ishingly complicated, filling a long, generous rect- 
angle that stretches away from the east side of the 
house. A high, mellow brick wall forms the long 
boundary on one side: hedge protects the garden 
from the flat, windy field spaces on the other. 

At the bottom of the forma) area, you emerge . 
into a much more informal planting of shrubs and 
trees, a semicircular path sweeping round under 
huge maples and leading through eventually to the 
croft. Once, it might have been an orchard. Now it 
houses John Jenkins's collection of favourite trees. 

Down the middle of the garden, a vista drives 
from the east front of the house over an immac- 


When Lesley Jenkins got the chance to buy the house where she 
spent her childhood, her first thought was how to remake the 
garden. Anna Pavord tells the story of an evolution of horticultural 
style - from Sissinghurst, through Hidcote, to Lesley's own design 


ulate box parterre, jumps a rectangular pool and 
continues between an avenue of pleached limes. 
They make a hedge on stilts standing forward of 
a beech hedge. Under them are carpets af purple- 
leaved Viola labradorica and, at the moment, hun- 
dreds af ravishing black ‘Queen of the Night’ tulips. 
It is a staggeringly bold conception. 

At the end of the lim eaUee (eight trees each sideX 
your eye bump6 into a tall beech hedge, but you can 
squeeze a view through a narrow slit in the middle 
to catch the sexy borders beyond. Uanhydrock, this 
bit is called, in homage 
to the Cornish garden 
that the Jenkinses love. 

It’s planted with hot 
colours: bright red • 

‘Beauty of Uvermere’ 
poppies, orange and yel- 
low day lilies, red-hot 
poke is. yellow achiliea. 
brilliant double ‘Her- 
mine GrashofF nastur- 
tiums. Elegant bronze 
cordylines spray out of 
pots balanced on 
columns. 

On either side of 
that long, central back- 
bone, other parallel 
lines are drawn down 
the length of the gar- 
den. To the south lie the 
daisy borders, the 
maple garden and the 
rose garden. To the 
north are the new well 
garden, the font garden 
and the main herba- 
ceous border, which has 
just had a wall fall down 


on top of it You’d never know. The white wiste- 
ria, laid down fiat on a frame on the ground while 
the wall was being rebuilt, is going to flower this 
year better than it ever has before. 

Joining these loog parallel lines are a series of 
cross vistas joining summerhouse to lime aBtr, a new 
planting of hornbeams to the rectangular Arts and 
Crafts pool It's not achequeiboard. It's a much more 
complicated design than that, more of a patchwork 
of interlocking rectangles, hidden from each other 
by screens, arbours and beautifully clipped hedges. 

Moving through the 
garden, you play a 
game of hide and seek 
with the house, which 
vanishes and reappears 
through peepholes and 
at the end of avenues. 
Looking back from the 
lime allee , the east 
front is perfectly 
framed at the end of 
the vista. It looks like 
the backdrop to a a 
Hansel and Gretel tale, 
wonky, half-timbered, 
with a crazy, taU chim- 
ney balancing like a 
juggler's pole on the 
right-hand side. The 
tall, 18th-centujy sash 
windows on this side 
give one of the few 
glimpses of the garden 
from the house: a 
bird’s-eye view from 
the bedroom on to the 
parterre woven from 
plain and variegated 
box below. 



Lesley and her husband John have been work- 
ing at the garden for 14 years, but it’s still evolv- 
ing. “I'm at a crossroads,” she announced. “Which 
crossroads?” I enquired anxiously. Given the 
design of the garden, it could be any one of 19, and 
I wanted to be sure 1 was on the right track. 

“1 can see things clearer now,” she said. “I can 
peel away all the extraneous stuff and look at the 
garden afresh. I feel confident enough to clear out 
things 1 did earlier, look at space and how it works. 
The garden was getting too designed ” Sq when a 
neighbour's yew tree helpfully fell on to the Jenk- 
ins's romantic pergola. Lesley decided not to 
replace it. Or the roses. 

1716 Sissinghurst-inspired white garden has 
gone. too. supplanted by a simpler, subtler design, 
the billows of white crambe joined now by plant- 
ings of cream and soft yellows. The central gazebo 
covered with ‘Sanders White* climbing roses has 
been replaced by an old stone wellhead, but in five 
years’ time. Lesley hopes, it will be completely 
smothered in the ivy that has just poked an 
exploratory tendril over the side. 

Her tastes have become ampler, but more com- 
plicated too. She likes green: box, yew, ivy. Busy 
little beds of cottage garden plants have been 
uprooted in favour of sheets of box, to be clipped 
flat, with perhaps a pyramid of yew rising from the 
middle of it. That may seem simple, but in fact is 
much more difficult to gel right. You need to have 
just the right mass of green to counter just the right 
amount of emptiness. “Come back in five years' 
time,” sbe said. 

I'll be back sooner than that. I want to see the 
place in its August eruption. At the moment, it's 
just hissing quietly, with ‘Maijolein' tulips in 
orange and red against the fiery bracts of Euphor- 
bia griflUhii. I want to sit in the Jenkinses’ blue- 
green gazebo with roses dripping into my ears - 
and in their summerhouse with its view across the 
grass roundel to the long herbaceous border on the 
far wall. Perhaps I’d better buy a season ticket 

The garden at WoUerton Old Hall, WoUerton, Mar- 
ket Drayton, Shropshire TF9 3NA is open every Fri- 
day, Sunday and Bank Holiday Monday (J2pm-5pmj 
until the end of August. Ybu can get home-made 
lunch and tea them, and Lesley Jenkins has unusual 
plants for sale. .Admission £2.50. 


CU TTINGS 

Last chance to catch Low Turpin’s big, 
bold and vibrant paintings mthe 
exhibition The Secret Gardens^ of fye, 
which is on show at the Rye Art Gallery, 

Easton Rooms, 107 High Stree J^*> 
Sussex TN31 7JE until 2 June. The gallery 

is open daily (10 J0-5pm)- fbrther 

information call 01797 222433. 

Like us, plants get boned with the same 
food all the time, which is why each year i 
ay some new titbit to feed them as a treat. 
This year, the treat is Rooster pelleted 
manure, produced from hens that have 
never been anywhere near a battery. This 

is the only organic manure, say the 

manufacturers, that is licensed tty the Soil,. 
Association. It comes in 7-kg tubs or 14-kg 
bags, and weVe been using it as a boost 
before planting out vegetables. You ran 
turn it into a liquid feed os well, and it is 
specially recommended for tomatoes; use. - 
half a meaaire of the pellets when you 
plant, followed by another half-measure 
when the fruit sets. It’s best to stir the * 

pellets gently into the surface of the sou or 
compost. The recommended retail price is 
' £6.95 for a 7-fcg tub, but most garden 
centres sell Rooster for about £5. For a list, 
of suppliers, call Greeenvale Farm on 
01677 422953. 

The Holker Garden Festival opens next 
Friday and continues for the whole of next 
weekend, set in the fine forma) and 
woodland ga rdes of Holker Hall, Cark- 
m-CartmeU Grange-over-Sands, Cumbria- 
Some of the country’s best nurserymen 
will be exhibiting in the floral marquee 
and local craftsmen will be selling 
furniture, tools and other garden 
equipment. The festival is open on Friday 
and Saturday from 10am to 6pm and on 
Sunday from 10am to 5.30pm) Admission 
£7. For further information call 01539 
558838. 

WEEKEND 

WORK 


Like a dr unk at a party, you find yourself 
saying the same things over and over again 
in May: weed, sow, hoe, mulch, train, tie 
in, support. Gardening, like housework, is 
mostly a matter of doing the same jobs 
over and over again, but, unlike 
housework, it gives you something 
worthwhile at the end of the labour. 

• Nip out any weak growths in congested 
dumps of delphinium. 

• Sift fresh compost over dumps of 
saxifrage to fill in any dead patches. 

• Dead-bead pansies and violas regularly. 

■ Finish planting potatoes and continue to 
make succession^ sowings of carrot and 
salad crops. 

■ Sow parsley, chervil and coriander. 

• Plant out any sweet peas that may still be 
lurking in the pots in which they were 
raised. 

- Keep an eye on dematis. July flowering 
varieties such as ‘Jackmanii Superba’ grow 
phenomenally fast and shoots need to be 
untangled and trained against supports, 
for maximum effect. 

• This is a good time to attack ground 
elder with a weedkiller based on 
glyphosate (Roundup, Tumbleweed). It is 
said to be at its most susceptible just as 
the leaves have unfolded. 1 use an old tin 
tray as a guard when I spray among 
established shrubs, which is the sort of 
place where ground elder is most likely to 
get a hold. In ground that is regularly 
chivvied, such as a vegetable patch, it 
cannot get a hold. 

• Mulching will keep down the population 
of easy annual weeds such as zneadow 
grass and groundsel, but ground elder, like 
bindweed, waxes fat under a mulch. 

• Dead-bead daffodils, but do not be _ 
tempted to cut back foliage. And do not 
mow grass in which bulbs have been 
growing until all the foliage has died down. 
Feed tulips with Maxicrop to boost the 
bulbs for an even better display next year. 


THE INDEPENDENT 
ANIMAL CHASER P * P 


This ultrasonic animal chaser is 
the most humane and environ- 
mentally friendly way of keeping 
cats, dogs, foxes, squirrels and 
deer off your lawns and borders 
- but it does not affect birds or 
ffsfa in ponds. 

The gadget keeps animals away 
without harm using high 
frequency sound inaudible to the 
human ear. It emits 120db over a 
fan shaped area of approximate- 
ly 2JDO0 square feet, with a 
radios of about 50 feet in a 90 
degree arc. Easily Cxed to a wall 
or post, it wtn give 24 hour 
protection. It comes with 18 (1 of 
cable, a low voltage mains adaptor 
and a weatherproof cover. It is 5 
inches in diameter and costs Just 
£29-95 including postage and packing., 


HOI V TO ORDER 

Fill in the coupon and send logcdicr wilb cheque « 
postal opjefi#. NO CASH plme lo • 

THE IND6PENDEXT ANIMAL CHASER OFFER. 

PO Box 0477. London E3 3SH. 

Fwi Aecea/VK&amxas. plea* mast 0171 510 0191 
Oi for caqamei please ull 01 7 1 51001V. 
Wcddrnn w addicuet tf Ihe UK only. Please allnw up 
s 3 dj}-. iVvilelnerv favn receipt nf order Keren? »i fli- 
rt 7da}i forte fan* if not nxnpfeKfy vuMied Oder wb- 
jcci w awiiaHBy 



Please «end me Animal Chasers if 0.95 each ok picp 

1 enclose a crossed cheque for £ i address ,« Ktcki trail? 

payjWe W NEWSPAPER PUBLISHING PrG.W 

or debit my A«waA1si account by Ab atnnum. M» cud number is: 


Expo} Dote. 


ADDRESS : 

. far Code 

Seal to, IHE IKOEPENttXT ttClUl OU5CR nfU7. Kl U ISH 

near ut An tot a t&Bilimr V-**pccft-in>«r Jfr 

Vmpjpc? WMaas Fk Q , s 


trial t*>r»~ KfWit ftnvut ft- Ssft&e ; I S& I7 Can Urn liabfK'TE. 


DON'T MISS TOMORROW’S... 


INDEPENDENT ON SUNDAY 

TRAVEL 


STRAP 

YOURSELF 

DOWN! 

Your complete summer 
guide to the best of 

Europe’s theme parks 



YOUR PRACTICAL GUIDE TO HOLIDAYS 
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Flowering tearjerker 
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Decorative onions (“alliums" sounds so 
much better) are no strangers to the sum- 
mer bulb catalogue. But it is curious that such 
handsome and easy-io-grow plants are sel- 
dom seen outside the photogenic gardens of 
the horticultural intelligentsia. 

Summer-flowering bulbs have to shout 
pretty hard at this time of year. But most 
people who get round lo thinking 1 about alliums 
are put off by the foliage, which starts to look 
hideous even before the flowers have got go- 
ing property. You wouldn’t enter an allium into 
a Beautiful Ankles competition. But the 
good news is that the flewere rise on Jong stems 
above the mess below. If you combine alliums 
with other plants that will hide the ugly leaves, 
this will allow the star-burst globes of purple, 
magenta or cream to float above a borrowed 
skin of foliage- 

1 noticed this at the Chelsea Flower Show 
this week, in Fiona Lawrenson’s Chapel Gar- 
den for BSkyB, where the white orbs of allium 
‘Mount Everest’ rose above the fat, glossy 
leaves of zantedeschia ‘Green Goddess' 
surrounded by a fluffy tutu of TiareHa grandi- 
flora and white dicentras. And I have a clear 
memory of a previous Chelsea display where 
great thistly silver leaves of onopordum 
masked the origins of the gloves of A gigan- 
leum that hung above them like purple 
moons. That was a ample idea which worked 
well - provided you’re happy lo have 6-ft 
plants aL the front of the border later on in 
the summer. (Why not? It might be fun to 
have some of the giants at the front for a 
change, rather than stuffed away at the back.) 

Alliums are well suited to dry conditions 


Alliums — decorative onions — are splendid plants 
for the border, writes Kirsty Fergusson, but be 
sure to hide their ugly ankles 



The star-burst globes of allium 

and are mucb used by advocates of natural 
gardening, in association with silver-leaved 
shrubs, grosses, sages, poppies and other corn- 
field annuals. A Ilium spaerocephalon is an ex- 
cellent candidate for this kind of looser, less 
structured planting: its flower heads are 
smaller than the great globes of the better 
known/1 gfegmieum or^ christophd and more 
egg-shaped than round, in the deepest shade 
nf ma genta possible. Imagine them as they arc 
at the celebrated Westpark in Munich, danc- 


Photographs: Nicola Kurtz 

ing above a sea of lavender-blue sages, nep- 
cta, feathery bluish-green Stipa calamagostis 
with a scattering of moon daisies, poppies and 
corncockles. 

In Beth Cbatto’s gravel garden you wDl 
find the rather shorter, stouter Allium 
christophii hiding its ankl es in the deeply pur- 
ple fringes of Sedum maximum ‘Atropur- 
pureum’ and rubbing shoulders with a pale 
mauve h ilfwghia and a mustard-flowered hefc- 
chiysum. Fluffy stipas echo the pinky-beige 


stage of the alliums on the turn at the end 

_r . dry summer. 

to ftfiwMerP^f m «« <?«0 ^g^- 
den, asweflasour local roadside tanks, Ihave 
St completely nonplussed by the way that 
itture has pulled off a master-stroke m the 
Sffrttai rfalHums. In May the air ispan- 
S^fwith the scent of wild garlic, Album 
known around here as ramsons; the 
^B^turaDy mingle with bluebells - not 
J, all usual in the wild - as weU as yellow 
celandines, pink campion and the vivid green 
of young ferns uncurling on long stems. For 
twoweeks in May, driving around the fanes 
is like taking a trip through a double herb- 
aceous bonier. And then, for a day or two, 

the garlic leaves are noticeably awful - until 
the bfeumbellifeis take over and ewer up the 
rott ing leaves. Nobody in their right mind 
would plant the incredibly invasive wild gar- 
Uc in a border, but I should think that a straie- 
ricaDy placed an&sHca would wort to the same 
effect as the roadside umbeDifers. 

From midsummer onwards, the smaller 
species of allium with looser-packed, droop- 
ineflower heads can make a less showy en- 
trance into the border. The little yetiow Allium 
mofy, originally from the mountains of Spain, 
does well with an accompaniment of Euph- 
oria fluids ‘Chameleon’ and perhaps a sil- 
very helping of staefays of lamhnn. There’s a 
lovely native of California,/! unifolium {syn 
murmyamm) with large, pink flowers, which 
wfll expand to form a decent-sized dump over 
the years. It is well worth acquiring, and fun 
to combine with ... weU, that’s something you 
may want to think about yourself. 
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Legal Notices 


IS1SVIEW LIMITED 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pemm 
lo SetrioD 18 of ibc taohenn Aa Lf&v 
das * amine B* 

■hnc-oaned mm ii lo be held a 
Grifft Hold, 21 Ckiadartb Rod. 
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Section W. 100 end 101 afibcaid Aa. 
Raokakm may be projwcd u the 
mmH« efoedhon lo « the beat afibe 

T iiyit i lmn, ipniiueim end loaadum 

(be per appoddacnl cads. 

Noocc » also hereby pven, ponmn lo 

Sean MGXb) d UK booheog M 
W86 ikua fa erf tan and addtemol 
(be ompunV aedfeon wffl be wdMi l r 
lac dfepccUnn free of dutyi at 30 
OtriadnDt* Road. B ouiu e ia mib. 
Dcnel HH1 3FD. ftn* 29lh Hay, MR 
Pram* lo be «wd d Ibe (scons bmr be 
Iodised K the naaaaS office of the 
i iviipBy nnutea ai XI □ntachKch 
Read. Btatncsnaaih, Doael BH1 STO 
■atMerilan Uaraaa let Jne. 1908. 
Dated l«fa May, IW8. 

Se— Re ed 

Oi pni y Sciituiy 


For Sales 


Far Sales 


House & Home 



THE 

ALTERNATIVE 

TO 

QUARANTINE. 


POWER 

FOR 

PEDAL 

BIKES! 


ROSIE NIEPER T-SHIRTS 


What Score i. One 
Day. White ICO- - 
cotton. Size XL or Mac 
£12.9? each. 


20 Seymour Road, London SW18 5JA. Tel:0181-870 5960 

effective 

ENGLISH TITLES 

■ Sir, Lxird, Lady, Baron, 

' Count, etc. 

Effe ctive inheritable and 
non-heritable titles from £95 
• Tel: C VJ'P 
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WRITE OR PHONE 
QUOTING ( 23 | FOR 
FREE CATALOGUE WITH 
LOTS MORE DESIGNS. 
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When you’re tired of 
pedalling just switch 
on the 

SINCLAIR ZEMZT 
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Ancient and erotic oriental 
art from tha Ming period 
(206aC-A.D.1844) 
TasteMy reproduced from 
■Brides Books’. Originaty 
painted to demonstrate 
lovemaking techniques for 
tfie young bride and 
groom. 

Mad ta a» BKIM 

various sfeea avafebto £12 

Expfick odour catalogue 
ES.0G ABow 14-28 {fays. 

Send efaBqne or cratft c art deOfc 
to: AmNM MwlMtna Pound Lam 
ISadng ESLExmouOi, SCB 4 NN. 


Call us now on freefone 

0800 19 19 19 

For a free no obligation quote. 

• Direct from the manufacturer jf 

■ Nexi day Installation available V 

nationwide. Jf 

m Rem or buy 

• New or jf\ 

reconditioned- M ■ JB 
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We Make Sofas and Sofa Beds 

See your Sofas and Chairs being made. 

By Craftsmen and Women 

Choose your Sofia or Chair and Fabric Leave the rest to us. 
Made to Measure 

Vast choice of fabrics. All leading Brand names. Sandersons, Monkwell, 
Osborne and little. Liberty and many others. Open 7 days 

fitting , Contract and 
Interior Designers 
Welcome 
Re-Upholstery 
Curtains and 
Divan Sets? 

Certainly! 


Call the FACTORY SHOP at Poets tyle Ud. 
Unit 1 Bayford Street, Mare SL, 

Hackney, London E8 3SE (Nr WeU St.) 
Teh 0181 533 0915 2 lines Rue 0181 985 2953 


FAX:' 0171 293 2505 


Charities 




A rubbor hou wu puslwd down tha 
throats of hoagio puppios and thay 
wore tarce fed tha waadkfHar, 
athofisnasata in a UK laboratory^ 

But this waedkHlar had already boon 
tasted on anhnals and has baan on tho 
market for twenty years. 

Please help the National 
Anti-Vivisection Society stop animal 
experiments. We are calling tor 
freedom of In f or ma t i on and tha right to 
oppose experiment s before they take 
place. Help us today. 

□ Please send me a FREE information pack. 

□ I enclose a donation to help the work of the 
National Anti- Vivisection 

G £10 G£15 G£20 

Please make cheques or postal to 

NAVS. 

Name 


National Anti-VIvisectiopBocietifl^ 
261 Goldhawk Road, t#P*on W12^ 
1W. 0181 846 9777 fM. 0181 848 
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The stuff of . . . Scandinavian 
elegance. Sally Staples gets 
hooked on the Gustavian look 


Step into the bright, light interior of Nordic Style 
and you feel the full impact of what is called the 
Gustavian effect. For the uninitia ted this is a 
French -inspired Swedish version of neo-classical 
furniture and design. For example, the shape of 
the chairs calls to mind those in the Palace of Ver- 
sailles, bat instead of being upholstered in gQt and 
red plush they are painted white. 

Moussie Sayers, who runs the shop, is a Swede 
whose watchwords are elegance and practicality. 
And so a set of medallion-shaped during chairs each . 
wear a decorative linen apron to protect the up- 
holstery from those ruinous wipes of sticky fingers. 

“We Swedish are practical,'' explains Moussie. 
“We like to protea our furniture with something 
‘that looks attractive.” The great emphasis on light 
- both with the furniture and the shop - harks back 
to the original idea of brightening up the gloomy 
atmosphere engendered by those long, dark 
Scandinavian nights. 

Displayed in the picture window is a six- sea ter 
dining-table (£995), painted and varnished in white, 
which comes with hand-carved chairs at £398 each 
(£525 for carvers). Above the table is a pewter 
candelabra that can double as a splendid vase, to 
be filled with flowers in summer. 

Beds in beech or birch wood are upholstered 
in traditional Swedish designs, and Nordic Style 
sells embroidered bedlinen as well as traditional 
duvet covers, lb reinforce the Nordic look you can 
buy matching bedside tables (£395), a chest of draw- 
ers (£995), wall mirrors (£250) and a headboard 
(£425) in the same style. 

The concept of Nordic Style is to create die com- 
plete Scandinavian look, and there is a wide range 
of accessories to complement the furniture, induding 
lampshades, candlestick holders and classic, hand- 
painted aquavit glasses (a set of six costs £L80). 



A breath of fresh air: Che Gustavian look b pale* austere and elegant 


Moussie also stocks pottety made by Jill 
Bernadette, fabrics decorated with historical 
Swedish patterns, and a selection of chenille rugs 
(at £58 each) and washable cotton runners to pro- 
tea staircaii*ts, sold by the length at £25 per metre. 
The shop is even a stock of Swedish children’s 
stories (in translation) as well as books that teach 
Nordic Style. 

Swedish antiques are sold here, too, and include 


some beautifully restored pine furniture. A side- 
board has a £2,600 price tag, a bureau bookcase 
cast s £3,800 and antique Swedish floor clocks at 
£1,900 are: “totally reliable if placed on an absolutely 
flat surface**. 

Nordic Style is at 109 Lots Road, London SW10 ORN 
(0171-351 1755), open Monday to Saturday from 
9.30am-5.30pm 


What’s oval, hairy 

and back again? 

A taste of!., kiwi fruit The cannily nsnamed Chinese gooseberry was. 
fashionable in the Eighties, became a byword for- foodie 
naffiness, and is making a comeback, writes Nikki. Spertcer . 


During the PJ ghtipc and die thin days ofnoweBc cut- 
one, in Britain we couldn’t get enough of “kiwi fruit” . 
They were everywhere, a hit like a Jonathan Ross of 
the food world. Whether a dish was sweet or- 
savoury, it wasn't complete without a few strategi- 
cally placed green slices, But, suddenly, we'd, had too 
much and the fruit fell from favour. 

Now, however, kiwis are making a comeback. ft's 
generally accepted that we should forget about serv- 
ing it with a julienne of this or a coulis of that and 
eat it simply. We should just slice the top off and serve 

it like a boded egg, or bung it in bits into a fruit salad 

The fruit may no longer be the epitome of cool but 
the fact is that in the last four years sales of it have 
increased by more than 50 percent. 

The Chinese gooseberry was initially grown in the 
Yangtze Milley. It was only at the turn of the cent- 
ury that vines were brought to New Zealand and it . 
was discovered that the soil and dimate were per- 
fect for growing -the fruit conunerdaily. 

F.T p nrt g ware ingignifica n t until the Sixties, when 
a c anny marketing executive renamed it “kiwi" be- 
cause of its supposed similarity to the eggs of the nat- 
ive New Zealand bird. The fruit was aggressively 
marketed, and now more than 60 million trays are 
exported from the country every year, from June to 
Jate December. (The rest of the time the fruit are 
supplied mainly by Chile, Italy and North America.) 

In New Zealand the primary growing area is 
the Bay of Plenty on the Nbrth Island The smalt 
town of Th Puke, south east of Thuranga, is 
known as the kiwi capital of the world 
Here, in the rich rural belt flanked by Itop- 
moa HSUs, the fertile soQ produces the 
fruit in abundance. Not to miss a trick, 
growers have even created a bortiail- 
tural theme park called Kwifrufc Coun- 
try. Visitors can ride ‘Tciwikaiis*’ (a sort 
of bus-cum-train) on a guided tour of the 
orchards and dfmh up a viewing tower 
shaped Like a giant slice of the fruit 

Like pears, kiwi fruit are picked when they 
are hard Harvesting is by hand and the pickers 
wear cotton gloves to make sure that the fruit isn’t 
bruised or the protective covering of hair rubbed oft 


pforidedth^ 

then last for modfos, until warm ag-trig- 
geis the ripening process. 

Kiwi culture • . 

• Kiwifruft Country (00 64 7 573 

6340) is oa the mam Rotorua to Thur- 

anga Highway. It is open daily. As 
well as the tour and the tower ex- 
perience, you can sample fruit wines 
and" other specialities in the 
restaurant. . 

• New Zealand fruit (they’re the 
ones with stickers saying Zespri) 
arrive in supermarkets in Britain 
over the nest few weeks. 

• A recent study by the Depart- 
ment of Food and Science and 
Nutrition at Rutgeus University in 
New Jersey, U&. found that 
grain for gram, kiwi fruit has 
more nutrients than any 
other popular fruit, fol- 
lowed by mango 
and papaya. 


The green 
alternative: try 
eating the fruit 
with a spoon 


GAMES 


SEX, VIOLENCE AND A GOOD DEAL OF FUN 

WILLIAM HARTSTON REVIEWS COMPUTER GAMES 


PANDORA MELLY 

GAMES PEOPLE PLAY 


Around 30 years ago, a plastic box with some 
electronics inside appeared in the shops. You could 
plug it into your television set to produce an image 
of a white dot blipping from side to side on the 
screen. A controlling knob enabled you to slide a 
white line to and fro and try to get it to meet the 
dot before it rushed past. This was tennis for couch 
potatoes, and we loved it Then came Space 
Invaders , when crudely shaped aliens twitched their 
way inexorably down the screen as we tried to shoot 
them down. We loved that too , but this was only the 
start of a new era in the history of games. 

As computers became faster, the games became 
ever more complex. The advent of CD -Rom drives 
and multimedia systems has let them take the last 
giant step for gamekwd - to a land of sex, violence 
and creative ingenuity now available at a budget 
price in the new “Premier CoQection** range from 
Eidos, which has disastrously interfered with my 
sleeping and working schedule in the past week.. 

On the boxes of such games, it has become 
conventional to rate the games according to their 
suitability for different age groups, whether they 
axe one-player or two-player, DOS or Windows, 
and joystick or mouse. What they need as well is a 
rating for sex, violence and anorak thickness. 


Championship Manager 2 is a no-sex, low 
violence, high-anorak game for football fanatics. If 
your idea of a nice evening at home is to spend 
your time picking football teams (“including season 
96/97 updates, English, Scottish and Italian 
Leagues”), buy and sell players, and conduct 
fantasy matches, then this is the game for you. I did 
not get as for as a game of football, because 1 found 
foe business of team selection and transfers so 
tedious. Tb judge, however, from foe number of 
people who were stomping through Highbury last 
Saturday chanting “Ar-se-nor-ori, two di-il”, there 
are people who might enjoy this sort of thing. 

I suppose much, the same applies to Links LS 
foe computer golf game (Alt-S for a straight swing, 
Ait-D to hook the ball slightly to the left, and Alt-F 
to slice the ball to the right are among the options). 
Unfortunately this required more RAM than my 
feeble machine could offer. That’s a good thing to 
check before buying anything of this type. 

For real computer gamers, who don't want just 
to pretend they are playing golf or football, there is 
a wide choice. By Under a FJBing Moon (sex and 
violence moderate, anorak small) if you fancy your 
skills as a private detective. You can talk to foe 
characters, offer bribes to them, and get killed by 


them if you're unlucky. I found it difficult to get foe 
hang of the instructions. Over-complexity is always 
a potential problem in such games. 

Duke Nukem (alien sex high, violence very high, 
blood and gore terrifying) is the adults-onfy version 
of other shoot-’em-up games. You control foe good 
guy in a post-apocalyptic alien invasion scenario; 
and if you can work out where your spare ammo 
and health packs are lurking, then survive foe 
attacks on you by any number of disgusting-looking 
aliens, it's a lot of fun for anyone with latent 
psychopathic tendencies. I enjoyed it, anyway. 

Finally, there is Tomb Raider (original game plus 
four extra levels of “Unfinished Business"). For 
anyone who has not sampled foe delights of foe 
heroine Lara Croft, or heard her delicious grunts as 
foe climbs obstacles or gets bitten by wolves, this 
will come as a revelation. Utterly addictive and 
beautifully designed, with problems to be solved at 
every stage that are just difficult enough to 
challenge without being too frustrating, Tomb 
Raider (high sex, high violence, anorak optional) is 
quite simply the best game there has ever been in 
foe entire world - until the next one comes along. 

All games mentioned in the Eidos Premier 
Collection £12.99 each, except Tomb Raider £14.99. 


Matthew Fort, 51, writer on food and 
drink 

I used to like games that .involved a lot of 
running around. For years, it was a means of 
keeping the inevitable side-effects of ray 
passion for food at bay. 

I played cricket for the village ofTwyford 
as an off-spin bowler of foe master-of-flight 
school, and I was foe most consistent 
batsman in foe side, holding down foe 
number 11 slot for about 10 years. At one 
point, I went through a series of nine or ten 
consecutive ducks, and, when I finally 
managed a run, to bear foe cheer chat went 
up you would have thought Td scored a 
century. 

The other glorious moment was back in 
1966 when 1 spent the summer in Italy, in 
the Abruzzi. That was foe year in which 
England won foe World Cup, and it became 
beUa figun i to have an Englishman playing 
on your local team. I turned out a few times 
for foe village of Licenza, near where ray 
unde lives, and foe fact that I was a 


hopelessly incompetent football player 

mattered nothing to them. 

The needle match of foe year in Licenza 
was foe marrieds versus the bachelors, 
played on a pitch on which there was not a 
single blade of grass, although there were 
several stones roughly foe same size and 
shape as the ball. I scored foe winning goal 
for foe unmarrieds, which I have to say was 
entirely fortuitous, as foe ball bounced off 
my knee and over foe prostrate body of foe 
goalkeeper while I stood wondering what oh 
earth was going on. 

I don’t play games now at an, although 
there are people who consider that what 1 
do for a bring is a game. They simpty don’t 
understand whai a fantastically demanding 
job we food writers have, for which we train 
every day, round about lunchtime. 

Matthew Fort 's book ‘ Paul Heatkcote 's 
Rhubarb and Black Pudding', a journal of a 
year in the Idtchencf Lancashire's star chef, 
wOl be published by Fourth Estate in 
September. 


CHESS: WILLIAM HARTSTON 


CONCISE CROSSWORD 


BRIDGE: ALAN HIRON 


BACKGAMMON: CHRIS BRAY 


It has been a strange and 
exciting week in the world of 
chess. The excitement came in 
Madrid, where Viswanathan 
An and was in fine form and 
edged bis rating within rage of 
the 2JJ00 mark, above which 
only Kasparov lives. 

The strangeness came from 
Kasparov himself, who gave a 
virtuoso show-off 
performance by beating the 
entire Israeli team in a dock 
simultaneous display. Playing 
against four top grandmasters, 
with his clocks running on all 
four boards at foe same time, 
he scored two draws and two 
wins (though agreeing a quick 
draw on top board to allow 
more time for foe other 
games was a bit sneaky). The 
puzzle, though, is why four 
top grandmasters set 
themselves up for such a 
humiliating experience. 

Both foe above events 
produced fine games, but the 
most attractive win of the 
week came in a match in foe 
Netherlands between the 
veteran Dutch grandmaster 
Jas Timman and their most 
promising player of foe 
younger generation. Loek van 
Wely. After seven games of 
the i0-game encounter, van 
Wely led by two pomts, but 
Timman fought back to end 
with honours even at 5-5. 
Timman's equalising win was 
foe best game of foe match. 

The idea of a quids h3 and 
g4 in similar Sicilian lines is 
well known but not 
considered particularly 
dangerous; but in this 



position, with Be3 and Nc6 
already played. Black had no 
way to steer for positions 
known to be safe. 

Just as van Wely was 
settling down to a strategically 
complex middlegame, he must 
have been startled by 
Timman’s double exchange 
sacrifice. In the diagram 
position Timman played 
L6.Rxf6! Bxf6 17.Rxf6! gxf6 
18.QC Kg7 19.e5M and there 
was no defence. After 
2QJ3xh6+ Kxh6 21.Qf6+ Kh7 
2XBe4+ KgS 23.Qg5+ White 
forces male, and in foe final 
position. Black can do nothing 
against QgS+ or Qh5+. 

A spirited performance by 
foe 47-year-old Timman. 

While Jan Tinman 
Blade Loek van Wely 
Ie4c5 12Qxd4e5 

2Nf3d6 I3Qd2exf4 

3d4cxd4 14 Rxf4 Be6 

4Nxd4Nf6 15 Rafl 0-0 

5 Nc3a6 16Rxf6Bxf6 

6Bc3 Nc6 17Rxf6grf6 

7h3e6 18Qf2Kg7 

8 g4 Be7 19 e5 fxc5 

9 Bg2h6 20 Bxb6+ Kg6 

10 f4 Qc7 21 Qh4 resigns 

11 0-0 Nxd4 
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I Pierced (5) 

4 Spun rapidly around (7) 

8 worry m 

9 Chasm p) 

10 Bitter (5) 

II Situated (7) 

13 Phiadtse(4j 
15 Motor (6) 

17 Rash headlong (6) 

2A Religious groups (5) 

26 University sportsmen (5) 

27 Garden feature (7) 

28 Warm air current (7) 

29 Belgian city (5) 


1 10,000 square metres (7) 

2 Passenger ship(5) 

3 German city (7) 

4 Shellfish (6) 

5 OT patriarch (5) 

6 Setofbabycjothcs(7) 

7 Given medicine (5) 

12 Formerly (4) 

14 Ruminant animals (4) 

16 Hand movement (7) 

18 Munitions store (7) 

19 Scale (7) 

21 Small carnivore (6) 

22 Head of monasteiy (5) 

23 Surrey racecourse (5) 

25 Offence (5) 


SofufiM to yesterday's Concise Crosswonh 

ACROSS: 1 Loo, 3 Stork (Loose talk), 7 Ambience, 8 Veal, 9 
Self-employed, 10 Impair, 12 Misery. 14 Sheath knives. 18 Biro, 
19 Beetroot, 20 Inset, 21 Odd. DOWN: 1 Lump sum, 2 Oriel 
3 Sheep, 4 Obvious. 5 Knave, 6 Endear, 12 Amazons, 12 Mii>- 
der, 13 Respond, 15 Haiti. 16 Habit, 17 Virgo, 



Game all; dealer South 
North 

♦ K42 
<?AK52 

086 

♦0532 


West 


East 

♦ 75 


♦ AJ 10 

s?J 10 9 


S?Q73 

01095 


07432 ■ 

4A8764 

South 

♦Q9S63 
S7864- 
OAKOJ 
♦ 10 

♦ KJ9 


The North-South bidding on this deal was not entirely 
convincing but there was certainly a play for the spade 
game that they readied. There was, however, an interesting 
line that declarer overlooked and, playing routinely, he 
went one down. 

South opened One Spade and North responded Two 
Clubs (Two Hearts would have suggested a five-card suit). 
South rebid Two Diamonds and North dithered. Four 
Spades. Two hearts and Tvo-No-trumps were all 
possibilities, but he finally chose the slight underbid of 
Three Spades. With little excuse except the lure of a 
vulnerable game, South went on to Four Spades and West 
led V 3 to dummy’s ace. 

Declarer started with a low spade from dummy, on 
which East played a slightly deceptive jack. South's queen 
won, but the next round of trumps was not a success: East 
drew dummy's remaining trumps and the defenders came 
to a heart and a dub as well. 

Well, what thoughts do you have abtiut the play? With a 
trump suit combination such as this, it is usually better to 
start with a low card from one band or the other, but here 
♦ K from dummy at trick two would have been a belter 
play; east would probably win and play a second heart. The 
Soufo can cash 40 and play on diamonds, discarding two 
hearts from the dummy. This way. the defence would make 
just two spades and a club. The point is that South wants to 
play just two rounds of trumps without risking the 
defenders playing a third. 


13140 16 17 n 19 2D a 22 J3 24 



12 U 10 9 s 7 6 5 4 3-21 


What could be simpler? Your opponent has opened 
with a 51 and played 13/S. 6/5. You now roll 32. How 
should you play it? 

Let’s remind ourselves of what we are trying to do 
in the opening. First, we would like to make some new 
points (this is why 31, 42, 53 and 61 are such good 
opening rolls). Second, if we can't make a point 
naturally then we can slot a good point, hence While's 
play of 6/5 as part of his opening. Third, we would like 
either to split or advance foe back men. 65 is a very 
strong opening roll because it enables you to bring one 
of your back men to the safety of the raid-point. 
Finally, foiling any of the above we can create builders 
for new points, for example by playing a roll of 43 bv 
moving 13/9, 13/10. 

When you win foe opening roll you can dictate foe 
style of game. When your opponent plays first you 
must adapt to his opening, but there are still normally 
several choices and you can choose the one that best 
suits your style. In foe above position 13/10, 24/22; 
13/10. 13/1 1: 24/21, 13/1 1; 24/21, 24/22; 13/10, 6/4 are 
all reasonable plays. 

I believe that the counter-slotting play 13/10, 6/4 « 
best by a small margin. It gives White four great 
numbers (i 1,3331 J3), but other than those Black is 
more likely to be able to equalise the position quickly 
than with foe other plays. 

This counter-slotting idea is one that recurs 
frequently in the opening whenever foe first player 
slots with a 1. Ii is particularly strong against an 
opening 51 because White does not -create any new 
cover numbers for his slot with his 5, but it also works 
well against 21 and 4). Try it; I think you will be 
impressed by the results. 
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Pieces of silver 

Need a door-knob? No? An engraved bowl? That’s more like rt 


Claire Gervat talks to a 


Malcolm Appleby works magic with 
met aL Engraving, jewellery-making, 
.carving— ft would be inappropriate 

life is becoming increasingly hectic. 
Not only, is he "going non-stop", as 
he puts it, with extra commissions 
because of the mfllenniuin, he has 
also become a father. Even now, he’s 
busily designing a gold bangle for lit- 
tle May, which naturally he’s deco- 
rating with may flowers. 

On his CV Malcolm describes his 
field of work as “decorative and 
functional ironwork; jewellery; 
medals; prints; engraving on guns”. 
This last area was in fact his fost; he 
studied engraving at art college, and 
was apprenticed to a London gun- 
smith, John Wilkes. Then curiosity 
prompted him to broaden his scope. 
“My eyes were alt around looking at 
everything, so I gradually became 
involved in jewellery and silver- 
ware, and now I use a lot of iron and 
gold. I like to t hink of myself as an 
engraver rather than a silversmith, 
but there's nothing I like doing bel- 
ter than designing something with 
absolutely no engraving on it at aD.” 

What that means, in effect, is that 
Malcolm’s clients have commis- 
sioned him for a wide range of pro- 
jects. For example;, one woman who 
had bought hxs^jyer and gold pieces 
in the past approached him to make 
her a magnificent door-knocker. 
“It’s blacksmithed out of iron, then 
Fve carved it and fired gold over the - 
surface, which is what gives it all that 
rich colouring." It's also what makes '• 
it not a little expensive, and Malco lm 
admits that something similar would 
set you back around £10,000. 

Yet he’s quick lo point out tha t 
not everything be makes is so expen- 
sive; prices start at £8 for silver but- 
tons. Not that the cost deters people 
from starting, and then enlarging. 
their collections of Applebyware. 
Tve made a lot of large silver bowls 
for the table. One client has a whole 
series of large silver leaves - and 
when I say large 1 mean massive - 
that go down the centre of the table.’’ 


master silversmith 



Malcolm Appleby’s pieces 
combine engraving. 
Ironwork and carving 


Some customers have strong 
ideas about what they want, but this 
is not essential Many of his com- 
missioned works are based on some- 
thing he has done before; a small 
geranium-leaf plate inspired the 
series of leaves, for instance. “And 1 
make up pieces for the fun of it and 
that often s timulates clients to follow 
that direction, or think in a similar 
way and adapt my ideas.” Or you 
could just adapt your way of living to 
his ideas, like the couple who moved 
to a smarter house because they 
thought their fine new sOver bowls 
made the old place look shabby. 

Malcolm's customer base is as 
varied as his work, including 
monied landowners, people in 
camper vans and old school friends 
who just happen to be passing his 
bouse in Scotland. Other clients 
include the board of trustees at the 
Victoria and Albert Museum in 
London, for whom he made a seal 
which Sir Roy Strong, then the 
director, called “probably one of the 
most vulgar pieces we have in the 
museum, and 1 mean that as a 
compliment”. 

Currently he’s doing a series of 
production pieces for a London- 
based company, and he also has an 
important exhibition coming up later 
in the year at Aberdeen Art Galleiy . 
He' classes himwlf, with his tongue 
firmly in Uscbeek, as a “multi-media 
post-post-post-m odern maximalist 
with inmirnalist overtones". 

“You most get that in,” he says, 
trying to hold back a chuckle, “with 
three ‘post’s, because I noticed in 
some trendy crafts magazine that 
someone had two, in all 
seriousness." 

And then he went off to finish 
that all-important bangle. 

Malcolm Appleby can be contacted at 
Aultbeag, GrandiuHy By Aberfeldy. 
Perthshire (01330 844642). His one- 
man exhibition, '30Years' n vciRbeatthe 
Aberdeen Art GaBery front 10 October 
to 21 November. For mare information, 
call Christine Rew on 01224 646333. 



Sweet smells for healing hands 


“You’ve heard of the Reduced Shakespeare 
Company, who introduce you to Shakespeare's 
plays in two and a half bouis? 'Wfell, this is the Re- 
duced Aromatherapy C ompany," began our tutor 
Lama, on our one-day course at the Clare 
MaxweH-Hudson School. The agenda was to look 
at the plant fragrances (essential oils) and the way 
they mrk Finally we would have a go at prescribing 
and miring our own scented massage oils. 

This game-plan seemed' to meet the re- 
quirements of die assortment of people on the 
course. Some, like me, wanted to learn the basics 
for use at home; others were considering tak- 
ing up aromatherapy as a profession. The ko Aral 
from Japan, who is working as a midwife, was 
particularly interested in aromatherapy for 
mother and baby. Bona Stoppard is about to start 
a massage diploma course, from which she hopes 
to earn a living. Since aromatherapy uses mas- 
sage as one of its most effective tools she want- 
ed to get a good grounding in the subject. 

In the wake of the recent antibiotic scare, it 
did seem particularly appropriate to be attend- 
ing the course. “The best recipe for health is to 
apply sweet scents to the brain,” said the Clas- 
sical Greek poet Anacreon. Smell, of all the 
senses, has the most direct connection to the lim- 
bic section of the brain, a part associated with 
memories, arousal and emotion. So the fragrant 
oils can have a significant effect on mood and 
mental state. They are also absorbed through the 
skin. Many of them have antiseptic qualities as 
well as analgesic, antiviral and anti-inflamma- 


Fiona MacAulay tries her hand 
at the art of aromatherapy 

toiy effects, said Loma. They are distilled from 
plants and are in fact not oily at all but axe called 
“oils" because they float on water. 

Loma took us through the different ways in 
which the essential oDs can be used. The most 
obvious is massage, prepared by adding a few 
drops to a carrier such as almond or apricot oil. 
Alternatively they can be diluted in water to spray 
around the room, or wafted by the use of a vapor- 
iser. You could add a few drops to bath water 
or use the oil in an inhalation. For administer- 
ing to a localised area, dilute in water and then 
apply as a compress. Afewof the oils have a ben- 
efidal effect when used neat on the skin, but they 
are strong and so should be used with care. 

We next moved on to smelling some oils. Lor- 
na passed each of us a thin strip of paper dot- 
ted with a blob of oil and we fanned it in front 
of our noses, shut our eyes and were then asked 
to describe the scent and its effect, helped along 
by Loma. “Is it warming or cooling? Calming or 
invigorating? Does it go to your head?” In this 
way we went through 14 of the most commonly 
used oils, identified them and discussed their dif- 
ferent functions. Frankincense “is a spiritual ofl 
that helps with grief and anxiety. German choir- 
beys were found to be getting stoned on the frank- 
incense in church incense, so the chemical that 


has the hallucinogenic qualities is now removed. 
Gary sage is an antidepressant ...” 

Tb try out our new knowledge, we split into 
pairs to make a restorative potion. Loma rec- 
ommended that we use no more than four oils 
in a blend. These were then diluted in a base oil 
to rub into the skin. The base oils have thera- 
peutic qualities in themselves and are selected 
to suit each individual's skin type. 

I was prescribing for Elaine Jacobs, who 
wanted something to relax her on stressful days. 
We chose camomile and neroli (from the blos- 
som of the bitter orange tree), and added tea- 
tree for its anti-microbial action. Elaine wanted 
a light base oil so we chose grapeseed, with a 
small amount of evening primrose oil. To round 
things off, Loma showed us a few of the basic 
massage movements, and still working in pairs 
we applied our personalised oils to each other. 
The trouble was, now that we were completely 
relaxed, we had to make our way home. 

The cost of the course was the same as the 
price of an hour of aromatherapy massage, which 
seemed a bargain to me. Spend the same 
amount again on Gare MaxwelirHudson's 
aromatherapy massage book and a small selec- 
tion of oils, and you may feel you have made a 
sound investment in health and pleasure. 

The Clare MaxweU-Hudson School in London 
(0181-450 6494 ) nuts TntroducmgAmmathempy' 
one-day courses, cost £40. There is also a mail- 
order service for aromatherapy products. 
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OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS JUMBO CROSSWORDS 

CRYPTIC CLUES 


3 y Spurius CO NCISE CLUES 


ACROSS 

I' All the professional play- 
ers having gone to heaven, 
presumably? (42,42,7$) 

15 Stir too vigorrairiy malting 
Italian dish (7) 

16 Proposition .suggesting our 
opponents should hold de- 
posit?^) 

Discovery leading tb hon- 
our (11) 

Victor behaves so primly .at 
hunt parties (12) - 
Uncooperative person set- 
ting up stall? (14) 
Succeeded in cooking cur- 
ries for holidaymakers (8) 
\bhnne woman holds open 
to reveal what’s inside (6) 
Overbalanced a little com- 
ing out for a spot of sledg- 
ing (6) 

A delay obtaining backing 
for festivity (4) 

Sadder and wiser as an ex- 
magkaan, perhaps? (13) 
Pity Alice's mislaid bag 
(10) 

Secret entrance to cave 
(4,6) - 

Why sailor initially gets 
overseas (6) 

Desire, on hopping into 
bed, grew rapidly (9) 

Cook accepts retrogres- 
sive atmosphere in 
monastery (6) 

Okt widow mugged in dan- 
geroiK forest (4,4) 

Low leads to outpouring 
of bitter, add. remarks, by 
the way (63) .. 

Gamble recklessly . m old 
copper coins - more than 
one collection (11) 
Contends high tempera- 
ture restricts the most 
overweight? (8) 

“ Regulate Some staying 
- overnight (6) 

Abnormal development in 
Gulf as timing somehow 
Succeeds?- (9) 
paintit®s framed in Spain 
and Hungary, extremely 
crude (6) 

Article entrusted to engi- 
neers by Defence Intelli- 
gence vanishes (10) 

S American location fea- 
tured in a rival soap, per- 
haps? (IQ) 

TUrning. red (13) 
Thnbertrade(4) 


17 


18 


19 


21 




23 


25 


28 


30 

35 

36 
38 


41 


42 


46 


foraccommodatfoninmn 

when returning ( 42 ) 
i_ Attempt , by short , story 
writer to produce verse (6) 


65 Enclosure takes Doc un- 
awares (8) 

69 Best of order? (6,8) 

71 Retailer of unsavoury 
stuff? (12) 

73 Furniture item written of 
in French 1 fancy (11) 

74 Trite remark made by new 
wife about old man initially 

( 7 ) 

75 Make speech about exer- 
cise function (7) 

76 Notes identifying the 
Napoleon of the under- 
world? (523.6,23,6) 

DOWN 


10 


11 


12 


13 


14 


20 


24 


32 


33 


34 


37 


Ship’s biscuit difficult to se- 
cure? (4,4) 

Rich, sweet coulis, possfofy 
American (8) 

First hot music in Panama, 
for instance? (7) 
Sprawling out of loo head- 
first is most reckless (12) 
Concealed old books (6) 
Profligate lovers I have 
mostly ditched (4-6) 
Greater number of sol- 
diers in Middle East (4) 
Note bolb of its ingret&nls 
are minimal (9) 
Therapeutic intravenous 
injection for clergyman (8) 
Reportedly someone miss- 
ing in Japan, they say (7) 

Malta; Grand Harbour be- 
sieged by Italian force (5) 
Tradesman to take trouble 
making lining? (6) 
Whereby one German di- 
vision was annihilated (11) 
Temple injured by a rusty 
can? (9) 

One who’s formed dose 
bond after mixing of 
groups? (5,7) 

Punch card code corre- 
sponded (8) 

Antient Greek plays with 
worldwide appeal? (7,5) 
Intelligence gatherer ex- 
periencing something of a 
. comedown? (12) 

Involved in a case (12) 
Motivation for socially re- 
sponsible. actions m the 
open.air?(6,6) 

Composer starts to work 
pn leitmotiv for band (8) 
Religious education 
teacher appears neglfeeni 
( 6 ). 

Naturally native abandons 


mother -very fboEsb (7) 
Food one handles unhy- 
gienically - it’s traditional 

P-9) 



39 Distinguish cause of prob- 
lem in feature below small 
sketch (8) 

40 Account of Greek shipown- 
er not settled? (7) 

44 Most powerful Roman 
chariot broken by mam 

. stacking np (6) 

45 Last time a temperat ur e's 
entered, just after mid-July 
(8)' -• ’ 

49 PbreupDonharaaedown 
sooth for attractive Eun> 

: pean? (8*4) 


51 


54 


55 


57 


58 


59 


Girl fibs about worker ini- 
tially retracting chivalrous 
remarks (11) 

Croupier to set out for 
Caribbean island (6,4) ' 
Guide from Rome to escort 
me (9) . 

Great datum about first 


(9) 

Pfeoeof porfcnot required 

by wife (53) 

Support for champion (8) 


j 60 Be flexible, accommodating 
) Fhtber- that’s giving help (8) 
| 63 Angle opened up by oppo- 
I nent in vain (7) 

| 66 Tm to be in church on im- 
| portant date - fancy! (7) 
j 67 Mfrmtocoeitafefficed.it’s 
j divine (6) 

| 68 Import produce (6) 

: 70 Hollow cavity comes in ose- 
: fill to some extent (5) 

] 72 Consignment from which 
j boy appears to have pinched 
i ring (4) 


ACROSS 

1 First line of nursery rhyme 

(3,4,43,1 ,5*3,4) 

15 Absconder (7) 

16 Standard work (7) 

17 Eure served up as slapstick 
humour? (7,4) 

18 Environment (12) 

19 Deprive of voting rights 

(14) 

21 Aesthetically pleasing (8) 

22 Squirm (6) 

23 Girl’s name (6) 

25 Rinneriy(4) 

28 Prophesy (13) 

30 Flap covering entrance of 
larynx (10) 

35 Rich people (10) 

36 Sexual desire (6) 

38 Lyrical (9) 

41 Foundation garment (4-2) 

42 Idealistic (8) 

43 Plan beforehand (11) 

46 Dispoatian(ll) 

41 Declare (8) 

48 Traditional practice (6) 

50 Preventing from happening 

(9) 

52 No.l or No.2 batsman (6) 

53 Temporary child-minder 
(4-6) 

55 Type of dwelling (10) 

56 Obstacle to progress (8-5) 

61 Placed horizontally (4) 

62 Decorative plaster (6) 

64 Papal ambakador (6) 

65 On each occasion that (8) 
69 Health service profession- 
als (63) 

71 Small airfield (7-5) 

73 Detestable thing (11) 

74 Exact (7) 

75 Marijuana cigarettes (7) 

76 First line of hymn 

(3,6,633*) 


DOWN 


Abroad (8) 

Ornament (8) 
Sacrilegious (7) 
Attributes of successful 
gardeners (5,7) 

5 Flower (6) 

6 Overstate (10) 

7 Church feature (4) 

8 Budding designer (9) 

9 Avoided (8) 

10 Tranquil (7) 

11 Japanese city (5) 

12 Take off (6) 

13 Headstrong (11) 

14 Radio audience (9) 

20 Attribute constantly in ev- 
idence in one's work 
(5-M) 

24 Carver of inscriptions (8) 

26 Deferral (12) 

27 State of health (12) 

29 Shrub with showy flowers 

02 ) 

31 Trade-in (4-8) 

32 Musical production (8) 

33 Adherent of Islam (6) 

34 Baffle (7) 

37 White with anger (12) 

39 Dairy (8) 

40 Caricature (7) 

44 Shrewd (6) 

45 Foggiest (8) 

49 Fancying oneself ill ( 12) 

51 Sample of public altitudes 
(7,4) 

54 Augury (10) 

55 Play characterised by ex- 
travagant action and emo- 
tion (9) 

57 Device for adjusting pitch 
of string (63) 

58 Ruler (8) 

59 On next page (8) 

60 Offer of marriage (8) 

63 Hot dishes? (7) 

66 Coming into being (7) 

67 Disappear (6) 

68 Part of speech (6) 

70 Killed (poetic) (5) 

72 Season of fasting (4) 


WIN 

The Shorter Oxford Dictionary 
HOWTO ENTER. 

The sender of the first correct cryptic solution and the first 
correct concise solution w21 each win a thumb indexed edi- 
tion of The Shorter Oxford Dictionary in two volumes . The 
first five cryptic nmners-tip each win The Oxford Guide to Visit- 
ing and Speaking and the first five concise runners-up each 
win a copy of the the New Oxford Thesaurus. Mai your en- 
tries “Concise Jumbo” or “Cryptic Jumbo" and send them lo 
PO Box 4015, 1 Canada Square, Canary Wharf, London EI4 
5DL. Entries should arrive by noon on Thursday 1 J June, So- 
lutions and winners’ names win appear on Saturday 13 Jnnc. 
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Where shall we walk tomorrow?" asked 
one of a group of bike re. “Skiddaw," 
announced a friend in the sort of bushed 
tone more property reserved for K2 than 
for England's fourth highest mountain. 
This conversation, overheard in 
Bertram's restaurant in Ambleside, cap- 
tures much of the awe that surrounds 
the Lake District's peaks. 

However, whfle it is wise to heed the 
official line that you need a map, a good 
weather forecast, a compass and wans 
clothes even in summer to walk in the 
Lakes’ higher regions, there is some 
nonsense put about with regard to the 
technical difficulty involved. Just as it 
would be misleading to say that anyone 
can walk up Scafell Pike on a pre-break- 
fast leg-stretcher, it is equally wrong to 
assume that you require some kind of 
Chris Bonington chromosome. 

During a week’s holiday we climbed 
three of England's four highest moun- 
tains - ScafeU Pike, Helveltyn and Skid- 
daw- along with one of the most tram- 
pled, the Old Man of Coniston. The first 
two have their hair-raising moments; 
the last pair are straightforward ascents. 
Don’t be discouraged; our most pleas- 
ant surprise was that the walking got 
easier as the. week wore on. 


A fit of peaks 


It's hardly the Himalayas, but there’s plenty of Lake District mountains to keep hikers happy, writes Mark Rowe 


X\l ’ 4 J! Mi 

Despilt 3ts height, SltiddawHjs a 
baby. Wes&rted climbing steeptytt&m 
a car park near Apple thwaite and Just 
kept going until, two hours later, we 
reached the top. The contrast in scenery 
is astonishing, lb the west and the south 
around Keswick are beautiful valleys 
such as Borrowdale, looking as though 
they are freshly moulded, lb the east 
• are the sweeping flanks of Blencathra, 
resembling a high moor rather than a 
mountain. As the bills roll northwards, 
the furze between them looks like vast 
brown tributaries of a great river. 

Scafell Pike, England’s highest peak 
at 3,2 10ft, is a different proposition. We 
chose the ascent from Great Langdale 
in the east, an 1 1-mile, seven-hoar 
return trip. Setting off from the Old 


Dungeon Gbyil hotel, we walked two 
miles along the valley with the Langdale 
Pikes far above us before climbing out 
of an apparent cul-de-sac via Rossett 
GAL This steep and stony path was 
described by the Lakes' greatest author- 
ity, Arthur Whinwright, as the “least- 
liked" pass in the area. 

We were now in a different, grass- 
less world 2,000ft above the vaUey floor. 
An array of peaks surrounded us. 
Which one was Scafell Pike? we won- 
dered. The answer, much to our despair, 
was none of them. The hardest part of 
this walk is more emotional than phys- 
ical: the summit does not come into 
view until the last half mile and there 
were still two swinish and stony descents 
to negotiate, with the threatening shape 


of the appropriatety-named 111 Crag to 
darken our mood further. 

One pleasure of walking is greeting 
strangers in a way that would get you 
locked up if you did it on your regular 
journey to work. However, we noticed 
that one species of walker offers no such 
warmth. Usually male, they are distin- 
guished by action trousers with multiple 
pockets, gaiters, beards and pipes. Per- 
haps they wish to give the impression 
that such piffling walks are way, -way 
below their capacity; they would for 
rather be in a remote region of NepaL 

Things were more friendly on 
Helveltyn, an altogether prettier walk. 
We began in Glenridding on a runc- 
mfle, six-hour route from the back of the 
village first leading to Lanty’s Thm with 


a view over UUswater which, sur- 
rounded by trees, looked like the lake 
into Narnia in The Magician’s Nephew. 

The next uphill trawl was made eas- 
ier by the delightful names on our OS 
map, including Doliywagon Pike and 
the Hole in the Wall a stile where the 
summit is firsL viewed. 

A walk along Striding Edge, a 6-ft 
wide plinth of stone, is one of the most 
thriniog experiences in the Lakes. How- 
ever, little is made of the final ascent, 
a 50-metre scramble where we felt like 
Spiderman, gripping rocks to haul our- 
selves up. As we drew our breath, we 
studied a monument showing that there 
is an easier way up; in 1926. it is 
claimed, a light aircraft manag ed in land 


Wainwright urged us to- take the 
scenic south-eastern route up Coniston 
Old Man. But it was time to see how. 
man can Might a landscape by taking the 
traditional route from the village of 
Coniston, a path which led through a 
series of copper mines. In each direc- 
tion vast holes were gouged put of the 
Old Man, disused now for 80 years or 
more. The wind whistled through the 
decaying cables and wheels, making the 
area seem even more forsaken. ~ ; / ■ 
-From the summit we descended tb 
the left of Dow Crag, popular with rode 
climbers, whose buttresses plunge 
steeply into the tarn of Goat’s y&ter. 
We followed a path down, to Coniston 
Water, scene of Donald Campbell’s 21- 
fated Bluebird water-speed, record 
attempt in 1967. Bluebird beer, in Con- 
iston village, provided a pleasant end to 
the week's walking 


View of 
Skiddaw in 7 
the Lake 
District, one 
of England 1 ^ 
four highest 

mountains •’ 

Photograph:; . 
David Hughes 



on the summit. 


The walks up HNvdlyn, Coniston and 
Skiddaw are described in the Ordnance 
Survey Lake District paJfymder series. Ra- 
the Langdale assault on ScafeU Pike , 
Waimvrigfti’s The Southern RUs’ remains 
unbeatable; the author's g/ende wit does not 
fail even at times of exhaustion. Ambleside 
Tourist Information Centre, 01539435245. 
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What, when, where 


Combe Martin in Devon will celebrate this 
weekend with an annual treat A bizarre 
masked figure wearing a necklace of 
biscuits will be bunted, paraded backwards 
on a donkey, and symbolically shot and 
drowned to general village merriment This 
is known as the Hunting of the Earl of 
Rone, and is believed either to be the re- 
enactment of the capture of a shipwrecked 
Irish rebel (the Earl of Tyrone), or to have 
earlier, pagan origins, when a wild man of 
the woods was hunted and ritually 
sacrificed. Participants at the event keep up 
their strength by eating a giant strawberry 
cake and visiting various pubs, including the 
200-year-oitd Pack o’ Cards, which was built 
with the winnings from a game of cards and 
represents the diners' favourite pastime. 


A hoedown for city slickers 


This weekend and Bank Holiday Monday at 
Combe Martin, Devon. Saturday, 8pm: 
dance to the Earl of Rone Band at the Town 
HaU Sunday, Z30pm : procession on the 
beach. Monday, 6pm: the Eari is hunted in 
Lady’s Wood and taken through the village. 
Earl of Rone Society, 01271 882524. 

SoOy Kindbcrg 



Farmers all over England are opening 
their gates to visitors this weekend in 
what the National Farmers Union has 
billed as a major attempt by the coun- 
try to explain itself to the town. Yet on 
many farms itinerant humans already 
produce at least as much revenue as 
wheat, barley or cattle. 

At Oldowo Country Park, just north 
of Bristol, the owner, Robert Bemays, 
reckons that nearly 60 per cent of his 
income comes from tourists. His main 
innovation this season is a museum 
depicting 5,000 years of forming his- 
tory, but he and his wife Alison first 
solicited visitors as far back as 1980. 

Their earliest venture was into 
pick-your-own raspberries. Later they 
started a restaurant, then a farm shop. 
The next step was to open their ancient 
woodland, and finally they made part 
of the farm itself available for tours. 
Ibday the various attractions bring in 
more than 100,000 people a year. 

Oldown has an unusual history. The 
present house was built in the 1840s, 
and advertised as being ideal “for a 


Many farmers are making a living by opening up 
their land to visitors, reports Duff Hart-Davis 


gentleman's residence". But in 1952 
(he house burnt down, and when Mr 
Bemays bought the property in 1962, 
he acquired “a huge white elephant, 
the shell of a Victorian mansion”, with 
decaying ancillary buildings. 

Having rebuilt the house to about 
a third of its former size, he took plea- 
sure in finding uses for all the out- 
buildings us he restored them. 

The place now has a hustling, busy 
air. Pick-your-own is siiJJ on the 
agenda, but it has become an occup- 
ation chiefly for the elderly and 
although the farm grows a lot of fruit, 
most of it is sold through the shop. 

It is in activities for children that 
Oldown scores most highly. School 
visits to the farm often have a startling 
effect on youngsters from city centres. 
“We get children wbo’vc never been 
outside Bristol," says Mr Bcrnays, 


“and at first some of them are really 
scared by the space." 

It is the eight-year-old bullies, fear- 
. less little thugs on their own territories, 
who ding most tightly to teacher. But 
even if they consider it beneath them 
to bottle-feed a lamb, cuddle a goat or 
drive a miniature fork-lift truck, they 
can let off steam in the splendid 
assault course laid out in the wood. 
Rope bridges over ravines, net walls, 
a fireman’s pole for swift descents our 
of a tree, a 30-metre foxhole tunnel 
snaking downhill through brambles - 
there is plenty of physical challenge. 

The wood, which covers 80 acres, 
is large enough to seem a jungle. 
Among the trees the walls of a 
medieval vineyard arc still visible. On 
a mound the remains of an iron-age 
fort command the Severn vale. 

The fort features strongly in the 


new museum, which explains (among 
-much else) how the formers of 500BC 
collected bog iron from the swamps by 
the river and smelted it over fires 
blown by goatskin be Bows. The exhibits 
include Roman and medieval coins, 
musket balls and a section from the 
trunk of an ancient tree, with markers 
pointing out the rings that grew in the 
years of significant historical events. 

Between the world wars many city 
families used to stay with relatives on 
a farm in the summer holidays. Ibday 
such opportunities have largely disap- 
peared, and Mr Bemays* aim is to offer 

latter-day children a sniff of their pre- 
decessors' experience. 

"Many children have never even 
touched an animal" he says. “Arriving 
here can be quite traumatic - but at 
least, after two or three hours, they’re 
not frightened of sheep any more." 
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Oidown Country Park, Tockington, Bris- 
tol BS32 4PG ( 01454 413605 ). For other 
open farms, call 0800 192 192 and ask 
for your local tourist information office. 
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slid open and I felt frozen in the path of a tidal wave 



■MIKE 

ROWBOTTOM 

SEES THE CUP 
FINAL IN 

bla.qkand 

WHlfE TERMS 


AS MY train stopped at and 
then pulled away from Far- 
nnjSdan Station’s deserted plat- 
ronrn, I thought 1 must have 
ajssed the Cup final rush. 
■Owre was less than an hour un- 

til kick-off and most of the 
Newcastle and Arsenal sup- 
porters, I reckoned, must al- 
ready be sunning themselves in 

the Wembley concourses, sup- 
ping their lager, waving their 
banners and shouting the odds. 

Kings Cross- St Pancras. 
Confusion. Scarves. Noise; It 
seemed I had reckoned wrong. 

There was a brief moment 
before the doors slid open 
when f feirilke someone frozen 
in the path of a tidal wave. The 
awesome natural phenome- 
non of the Ibon Army - sup- 
pmg lager, waving banners, 


shouting the odds — was just 
inches away, and in a few sec- 
onds the 2998 FA Cup final ex- 
perience was about to engulf 
my quiet world. 

The human explosion took 
place. Suddenly, Newcastle 
fans were all around me, in- 
terpreting the seating arrange- 
ments with a freedom and 
ingenuity I bad never previously 
witnessed. By the time every- 
one had crammed in, the car- 
riage looked as if it had black 
and white wallpaper. 

TAH right, sou?” enquired a 
beaming, elderly man, ru fflin g 
up my hair. I gave my best im- 
pression of a laid-back grin be- 
fore tugging my bag away from 
the unwitting trampling it was 
receiving from the figure who 
bad taken on the role of choir- 


master, or master of cere- 
monies, or chief sbouter. 

“Too Nanny! *Ibo Nanny!" 
As the cry was taken up, the 
noise level rose to ear-buzzing, 
disco proportions. In front of 
me stood a young man holding 
two cans, an opened one 
stacked on top of an unopened 
reserve. He was smoking- not 
with IT rule-breaking bravado 
but a detached appreciation 
which was only broken when a 
rumbustuous fetlow- traveller 
cavorted into him. You could 
only speculate on what, if any, 
memories he would have of 
Newcastle's big match. 

We were on to Blaydon 
Races now. I had never previ- 
ously managed to get the hang 
of the words of this North-east- 
ern anthem, and as it beamed 


around me I tried to make the 
most of my extended learning 
opportunity. I can now report 

that the song starts something 
like: “Ob, me lads, you should 
ha* seen os cornin’," and in- 
cludes the line, “Th see the 
Blaydon Races”. I thfnfc. 

Baker Street. Amused 
tourists looked up from their 
tube maps as our train came to 
a raucous halt. A young girl 
moved along the platform tak- 
ing pictures of the carriage in- 
habitants, who responded with 
a range of leers and gestures 
which would prove amusing, or 
perhaps appalling, upon in- 
spection at die photo counter. 

My hair-rustling friend was 
now hanging out of the window, 
bellowing bis predictions into 
the darkness of the tunnel. L, 


meanwhile, was working hard 
on hring the man with the black 
shoulder bag, blue polo shirt 
and strictly neutral expression. 
But my position became less 
easy when someone pulled 
down the windows of the con- 
necting doors near my seat to 
reveal a group of Arsenal fans. 

Instantly, the opening be- 
came the mam focus of atten- 
tion, and the cheerleader 
began to direct chanting at the 
uneasy faces in the next car- 
riage, like an officer calling 
down artillery fire. “Boring, 
boring Arsenal,” was by far the 
kindest opinion voiced 

Unwisely, one of the Arse- 
nal fims look advantage of a lull 

m the proceedings to offer a re- 
working of the Righteous 
Brothers (dasskx; “We've got 


that Dou-ble feeling, whoa-oh 
that Double feeling " 


- “You’Ve lost that Dou-ble 
Feeling...” - and the fingers 
were being jabbed in the Ar- 
senal direction with increasing 
venom as the train pulled into 

Finchley Road and the carriage 

doors,, once again, slid open. 

Many years ago, a re- 
searcher invest ig a tin g anim al 
psychology conducted an ex- 
periment in which two dogs 
regularly ran either tide of a 
long fence, harking and snap- 
ping at each other through 
the slakes. One day, when this 
behaviour had become a finx>- 


of the fencing was removed. 
When .the snarling would-be 
combatants discovered this nn- 


emected opportunity to trans- 
late threats into deeds, they 
paused momentarily, then ran 
on, barfcidg and snapping. 

The ch antin g continued. 
Ttoo platforms away, a huge, 
bare-chested man with a black 
and white bandanna stepped 
out of the train and then fell 
backwards, as if in slow motion, 
over a floral display. Laughter. 

. The train was pulling away 
now. Next stop- Wembtey. The 
supporters began hammering 

. on the walls and roof. And 
. someone, somewhere found 
the words to bring the whole 
travelling party together. 

“Stand up, if you hate 
Man U., Stand up, if you hate 
Man U, Stand up, if you hate 
Man U„ Stand up, if you hate 
Man IT. 


__ w- . - - 

Bfritons must master learning curve 
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John Roberts explains why many of the world's greatest attacking 
players have failed to succeed on the clay courts of Roland Garros 


Heoman tfuntksday pfay *wiB help on other surfaces’ Photograph: Empics 


PREPARING for his annual dose of frustration at 
the French Open some years ago, Boris Becker made 
a trademark dive for a ball on a practice court at 
Stade Roland Garros in Paris. Rising to his feet, the 
imposing German began to wipe himself One side 
of his btxfy was covered, head to foot, in the dusty 
red day. Noticing that he was being observed by a 
British journalist, Alan Page, Becker turned to him 
and said: 'Tm half a day court player now, huh?" 

Without wishing to act as a top-spin doctor for 
Greg Rusedski and Tim Henman, your corre- 
spondent suggests that while it would be embar- 
rassing for Britain’s finest to have their noses rubbed 
in the Paris day in the days ahead, the experience 
need not be disastrous. It has happened to some 
of the best Becker numbers among the great at- 
tacking players who have been unable to make a 
lasting impression on the slowest of the four Grand 
Slam surfaces. John McEnroe capitulated against 
Ivan Lendl after leading by two sets to love in the 
1984 French final. John Newcombe failed to ad- 
vance beyond the quarter-finals. And Pete Sampras 
is due to resume his quest to complete his collec- 
tion of the majors next Monday. 

Yesterday's draw made it feasible for Sampras 
to meet the unseeded Henman in the third round, 
although the 23 year old from Oxford must first over- 
come the talented Armenian Sargis Sargtian, 
ranked No 94, fbflowad by Andrei Medvedev or An- 
drea Gaudenzi, both of whom are comfortable on 
day. Sampras opens against his American compa- 
triot Tbdd Martin. 

Rusedski, seeded No 5, is dne to play the Bel- 
gian Johan Vhn Herds, ranked No 97, in the first 
round, followed by a qualifier. foro Spaniards, Car- 
los Costa and Carios Moya, may then lie in wait 
should Rusedski’s groundstrokes continue to sup- 
port his huge serve. Gay is not noted for yielding 
to the serve. 

The closest Becker came to a triumph at the 
French Open was in 1989, when he lost in five sets 
against his Swedish rival Stefan Edbeig in the semi- 
finals. Edberg was unable to capitalise after lead- 
ing an inspired Michael Chang in the final. Becker, 
now semi-retired, does not have a day court tin- 
gles title to his name even though he spent many 
of his boyhood days playing on the surface. 

Among die exceptions in fairly recent times was 
Yannick Noah, whose athleticism gained little on 
Wimbledon's lawns but who maximised his ag- 
gressive style to provide a home victory for the 
French at Roland Garros in 1983, and the Italian 
Adriano Panatta, who prospered from a spirit of 
adventure in 1976. 

Conversely, some of the most tenacious counter- 
punchers have fallen short. Jimmy Connors was a 
semi-finalist on four obcations and Andre Agassi 
was the runner-up in two consecutive years 
(Agassi, like Sampras, requires the French for a full 
set of Grand Slam titles). 

Which pots into context Bjorn Brag's astonishing 
feat in winning the French Open on six occasions, 
Wimbledon five times consecutively, and linking the 
tides three times in a row, scarcely pausing for breath - 
between Paris and London SW 19. 


British interest may have been revitalised by our 
men at Wimbledon and elsewhere, but only Fred 
Perry’s footprints would qualify for a walk of fame 
at the French Open. 

Until 1975, the French championships was the 
only one of the four Grand Slams which was not 
played on grass. The US Open then switched to day 
for a brief period before settling for concrete. The 
Australian Open followed suit in 1988, leaving Wim- 
bledon as the fast oasis. 

“Some say that grass is for cows," Rusedski 
remarked recently. “I guess day is for making 
brides." 

The British No l’s joke raises a serious point 
Figuratively, the bricks created by working on clay 
courts represent the physical and mental compo- 
nents of a solid all-round game. 

Although the red day of Stade Roland Garros, 
and elsewhere in European tennis, may signify dan- 
ger for British players, whose style is better suited 
traditionally to faster courts, the challenge of com- 
peting on the iam? (beaten earth) k a healthy 
one. The bonus of playing on day is that it fosters 
patience, strategy, riming, anticipation, swift, in- 
telligent footwork and builds stamina. The bene- 
fits of practising and playing on day tend to be long 
term, even for those players who endure the indigpify 
of moving from one first-round defeat to another. 
Pteymg on day improve the ability to hit deep, con- 
sistent groundstrokes, promotes confidence when 
engaged in lengthy rallies, and encourages the use 
of the fob and the drop-shot 

Only a few years ago, before Rusedski arrived 
from Canada and Henman began to develop to- 
wards his potential, it was a ratify for British men 
to be ranked high enough to gain direct entry to 
the top level ATP Tour events on any surface. The 
fact that they are doing the rounds of the mainstream 
clay-court circuit at all is a step forward. 

Sensibly absorbing the setbacks as part of the 
teaming process (and at times they have seemed 
uncertain whether to serve and volley or pitch and 
putt), they have expressed a determination not to 
confuse unease about the surface with a basic fail- 
ure to convert opportunities. 

Asked if he was inhibited about using a top-spin 
backhand as a variation to the slice, Rusedski said’ 
“In practice Fve been hitting it really wed I just have 
to set my mind You mustn't have that indecision 
in your mind, no matter what standard you are." 

Henman, while acknowledging that playing on day 
is second nature to many opponents, endeavours to 
view his matches as further education. “I know it will 
help me so much more on other surfaces," he said. 

Personal experience at the Italian Open that the 
Chilean Marcefo Rios is as brilliant on clay as be 
was on concrete at the Lip ton Championships in 
Florida (fid not drive Henman off his “learning curve". 

“Realistically,” Rusedski said, “7 haven't done 
that well on day in the past, so it’s just another chal- 
lenge. It’s part of being a tennis player. I*m hitting 
the ball well on the day. Now it’s just a case of turn- 
ing it into the matches. Tm just learning how to do 
h. If I can do it, then victories will come. If I can’t, 
there's always the nice grass!" 



Rusedski: *1 haven’t done well on day in the past* 


Photograph: PA 


Fatigue floors Boardman's hopes in the race to be red 


The nine stages of the Prutour 



AFTER playing away for the 
past five seasons, Chris Board- 
man is set to enjoy home ad- 
vantage in the Prutour round 
Britain race, which starts in Stir- 
ling today. 

Boartiman, who rides for 
the French Gan team, plies his 
trade throughout continental 
Europe, but rarefy in Britain. 
His last stage race appearance 
on home roads was in 1994 
when the Tbinde France roared 
through Kent, Snssex and 
Hampshire. ' 

Boardman, the world hour 

record holder on the track and ; 
rarefy defeated in road time tri- 
als, should be relishing the 
nine-day tour which s being 
contested by 18 teams from a 
dozen nations. 

Last November, stifl basking 
m the glow of his prologue win 
in the Tbur fiance, he dedared 
overall victory in tbePrntourwas 
a pane target for 1998. However, 
on the eve of the race his wends . 
came back to haunt ban. “I said 
that Fd be going for the wm and 
Td dearly love it to bappen, but 
the realify is my fonn Isn’t op to 
it," he said. “I get veiy tired very 
quickly and I don't know why." 


Britain’s first national cycling tour for four 
years starts today Martin Ayres reports 


Boardman has changed his 
training methods without any 
apparent effect, and is oow 
awaiting the results of blood 
tests that he hopes will pinpoint 
the cause. 

He still dings to the belief 
that he can win today's time tri- 
al, a Z6-mfle sprint through the 
streets erf Stirling. “The best I 
can hope for js to take the 
leader's jersey on day one and 
hold it for a few stages, then it J 
amid pass to one of my team-- 
mams vdu> can go for the over- 
all wm,” he said. 

Boairimanreckonstfae Aus- 
tralian Stuart O'Gratfy is Gan’s 
best bet for overall success. 
Like Boa rdman , O’Grady is a 
former world trade champion, 
but unlike his leader he col- 
lected several tc^lOplaangs in 


Another Australian, Neil 
Stephens, leads France’s Ffesti- 
na squad- Stephens, a stage 
winner in the 1997 Tbar de 
Ranee, raced in Britain as a 


mg the big time in Europe. At 
34, be is approaching retirement 
and a win in Britain would put 
a gloss on his last season. 

The other world figure in the 
108-man pelolon is Russia’s 
Viatcheslav Ekrmav, who has 
been in the top 10 of the in- 
ternational rankings througfaom 
the 1990s. 

Eknnov leads US Postal, 
one of the few teams to com- 
plete last year’s lour de Ranee 
without losing a rider. 

Despite the bait of a £100,000 
prize fund, the quality of the Pru- 
tour field has fallen some way 
short of the organisers’ high 
ambitions. Britain last staged a 
national tour in 1994, and the 

new event had to dbow its way 
on to a crowded international 
calendar. A dash with the Giro 

tfltalia has not helped, but spon- 
sors Prudential plan a Jong- 
term involvement and a 
successful inaugural event 
should ensure more favourable 
dales next year. 

A hilly route and long, daily 


mileages mean that the accent 
will be on endurance - only two 
of the eight stages are shorter 
than 100 miles. The race also 
takes in every range of hills in 
Britain, from the Cheviots via the 
Permutes and Welsh valleys to. 
Surrey’s North Downs. 

The manager, Keith Lam- 
bert,- who wiD be directing the 
Brite Vbice Systems team, reck- 
ons stage five, 129 miles from 
Birmingham to Cardiff, wifi be 
cniciaL Riders will be softened 
up by the Malvern Hills and 
rolling Herefordshire roads be- 
fore being hit by a double 
whammy in south Whies, where 
they tackle the “Unable" climb 
at Abergavenny and CaerphiDy 
Mountain in quick succession. 

“The race won't be afi over by 
Cardiff, but anyone with hopes 
of overall victory will need to be 
in toudh with the leaders at that 
point,” Lambert said. 

Although the Prutour is mod- 
elled on the 'four de France, it 
isdq^artmgfrbtmtratfitjon by in- 
sisting-- in deference to the Cen- 
sor— that the leader wears a red 
jersey rather than yellow, mak- 
ing it one event in which every- 
body wants to finish in the red 


How the top 10 teams line up 


'GAN {ft) 

Franceb No 2t»fi fields one Britan, 
a Swede, a German, two Austrians 
. and an Adarv but no French rider. 
WBh Ctrto Boardman playing down 
Ms chances. Austraias Stuart 
OGrady coidd stop Into tba breach. 
New Sweetish staihg Maoris Back- 
stedt impressedin Aprtiwth seventh 
jptaba hlhe ftri&flbubabtdasakt 
FEST1NA (Fir) 

Austraian Nei Stephens Ives aid 
trains to Sw Basque country, ao Mb 
■caRostKUeCHbnney In north \b rk- 
fihtaand Holme Moss In the Rrrinea 

Tx« few few* for the man from Can- 
bom A ■ajjerdcroeslkjje-, who nor- 
ma#y works fcr the greater good erf 
the won, hs toads a yorng squad of 
Bench, Sparfsh and German riders. 
US POSTAL SERVICE (US) 
ftjsrite Vtafchesiav Bdmov should 


TEAM SUITE VOICE <GB) 

Formed Me year with a big budget 
and high ambitions, Brte twee has 
swept tie board in Mtiah races. Jen- 
ny clay won Sw Tour of Lancashire 
tor-day and a host of other events, 
but he may hare pasted Ido soon. 
!f bq John lamar or Chris Newton are 
capable of assuring toon teedersNp 
uwja McCartney <gs) 


place the injured Scot Gambia 
Atihou^ rafted to m ktema fo rirt rac- 
ing, *3aa to ste fit enough to reign 
as naskmal SO^nie champloa 
GREAT BfUTAW 



bgue ttno triaL For ovand honours, 

Sie teem wfl look to (hair tone French- 
man, jeervCyrl Robin; who finished 
®h In the1997 Tbur de France. SCOTLAND 

BiGMAT AUBER93 (ft) 


I 7 ! M M 


0*LUE{US) 

The veteran ttaSan sprinter Rober- 
to daggtolQOBS Into tm Pretax with 
a career record of 188 victories: Ha 
ahould top 200 soma time Ms year, 
but the absence of flat road* wB 
hamper hb chances In this event 
Howeven the American Chad Gar- 
lach could find the terrain to N$ ft- 

Ing. 


WALES 

Jufan Wton hes made a successful , 
araft* tan mountain btidng lb mad 
wBh top-m ftadnge m to- 
tenaSwri torn mt the tost too 

yearn UUsrf selection pdfcy to 

ceres ofSknon Ekfyand Omfitad 
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Haydock 


■OJ-aS H0HCHUH(14(C){D](DFMtMfljMEM99 .JlhrtooSMB 

aatws iwiBTO(rifl(i*Csdhsf^RHnw»54F OmtcnuMiowa 


HYPERION 
2^J0 Crowded Avenue 4,00Volontiers 

2^0 Fizzed 4.30 Karfsal 

3.00 CoUeville 5.06 CAMPASPE (nap) 

3-30 Lucayan Spring 

i Good (Good to ftm in bech atia ia lU) . 

STALLS; 5( ® & Tm2f - outskte; 71 5 Jm - toskle: tn 8- centre. ■ 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: High tof 5Mo Gf; Low tram 71 30yd to toi 40yd. 

j • Uft-hand carsa 

• COua is mar Junction of *580 end MS. Nowton station 2m. AOMlSSfOtfc County 
Sttnd £17; Ttonreafla £10; Newton Stand SB (OAPs halfflrics in “bttwsto and Nawton 
Stand). CAR PARK: Fran. 

• LEADING TTWtNESS WITH RUWNB1S.- J Duotop Zi wtonen from «jg nimt (sjo- 
cess rata 223%) B KBs 22 wtanar* bun 8S dinars (25SK) J GMdan 21 -SB £t2%) 
HmMrtavttay 14^8(69%) 

• LEADING JOCKEYS’. Pat Eddery 22 wtmun from 73 rtdoa (success rate 2S3M J 
Cto 8 17 wtonare from T94 rides (success ran BOTLT Quinn MBtawiD t win 
6-57 (105%) 

EAVOURTTES; B6 wins from 669 races (success rate 344%) 

BLINKERED HB87 TH4B Jay G— {23fl). Bodyguart ftgonxt Z3tg 


0®05 IOLIIIEC^teGKhWI>M < ~ 
32t ZEUXDA (275) (CO) (SJlsitfi IWmrrecfl JGcotalBO 
ft 1+0 EASlSMPinUIUJN^CCNSfdRMq'BS^. 
M2 > WBSttNWDY(231)@|MifflX*dlW*OTJ)ANB*J 

IDEM) JAYGEE(20)(P}(JainGjal)GUagnan8B^H 

«H FE2S)(MJ [DdcdRotai^HJchTKin87 

004N0 CLASSY CU=0 (7)(0? (JEAW« PEwns 87. 


MEdtejAllB 

J Can* 8 107 

B9 S Drawn 1 WT 

PRoHraanil BT« 

DHotndS 118 

LCterracfclHK 


11 liio 0»YITOGM0n^i^&»SINllWWhB4JBBiiyS?-Jftiie|r2iaZ 

Mtatmw^fld?«iTnte'/Bnd^iifd|^Cteny(aBo8NJflJ.Or*ft)rartJ8B3ft 
SETTINGS 3-1 Ztente.4-1 Rned,7-1 (My For Soft «-l ftrtta lift 10-1 Hah 

CW Ms, T1-1 JmuyTbo, Ctony Cfeo, 1Z-1 Bodyguart, Jiy Ote, 1«-1 Eratem Porpte 
ra%H»3B7DNnJ(U<Meri4-l ptteehan)dnwn(Z)7itei 
FORM GUIDE 

Ffcrad, Hoh CM lOn and Ctwsy a*o aw the onty am* here to hM rtewn thtarlmn 
tab season, but than are stB good reason* to look sfewriwin. fizw&wh at Bewrioy 
ttet nwnta, staying on waff to gat up dwe horn* «» omfcr wry dfteranr coraffions (7f 
on soft) to those tan wttie ta* cither pair ham plenty of weight Plenty oJta* rate haw 
bean raring in m u re wa ited race* JtaraylfroPOOO Guineas) and Jay One (COO Qjneee) 
bang the most amw eonfitea Bodyguard and Pool Abate hew wade most of the* 

oppoaiaricw ta kited or pauein avwitB,whlsZalandi Mowed her success in a maid- 
en here last August by mokngmott whan «xta of nhew Capo Utml in ttie lewder Strifes 
•l Ybth. ZUanda has la bo of interest hens, but her etatt* has mads a dow .start. Better 
may ie whti Esaram Purple and Only For Gold, brth sort* to Improve from two - 
lo thra* yws who haw reasonatts eharcw an thalrtwo-yeaKilcJ town and Carr roati- 
ly be fcrahmn Mr raappeeranca eHorts « Chaster. 

8deeOaa:ONLf FOR GOU3- 


BE FRIENDLY HANDICAP (CLASS B) PP 
£12,250 added 5f 1512 


O onl MEEK DISTRIBUTION-CAN DELIVER MAIDEN STAKES 
(CLASS D) £5,000 added 3YO 1m 2f 120yds 

T 06 WUUnaQpa)(Hmtairitt^^ 

2 440- CLASSIC MANOEUVRE (283) (Pa4AjBrr,Gnwfl R KsronSO. OmrntmmA 

3 - 0 CtmupCJfltal*liWmm«l}Haoul>fla - 

4. za ia^uwcHBiSNg^TO(neAeflwpa«irt«pHBnb90^~ Tgdi«i 2 

B LUCAYWiSPHINQ (fijc*ym3fcr$ MJirietonBO -j 1 . *"” * 

6 . NASSStET jStaldi Uofmawf JGoKte>80. — £™E* 

7 0 RM(»pnN<2fl}(H^lteA!Mtet^ASl8«art90 ^..TGIMJJpmS 

8 22H> TTf GBKGENEtaajpPiMEteiwlMHaBfcrJ-fceO 3DW«»5 

S ’ 7ORYBOY(MalU»bJIWtee}IVMteB90 

V 5 G0RG83US GUSSY (USA) (TJPIteairAbcUNOM MBS 

11 MS8lACIK)0C(ltaNammHntaRtlcMisadBB DH ^7 n Sr 

XL ' 0- NYRj00SS(MlJ(ABteMPB**lB9^- DDflrffcPl* 

'ffdKterad- 

Benwfcsa Mmm, 11 -2 CorN^W uge Latch, Lucoym Spring M CteMte Itanoawri. 
Mmfa,ThBGmGMit,1S-1flNw< 

sbt; Nr«^b 390 JOrol f-jrtorfPGaeden) dwwfffl m 


STANL£Y RACING MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) £5,000 


OTW8S 

0004 TAD60 (1C) (CQ (J R Good} II Jdwteon SOD DnnMdKmmaioi 

00025- CTWWDH3AVBWE(ZtO)(D)(BF)(TWWW»dJP»Mal69C PM Eddsry T T04 

-aoxn THE GAY FOX fl6) (D) (G WHa*a1 B lAAUort 4 9 T3 T Quin 4 SB 

3UB8 BLESSHGKNSGUlSE(ta)(Ct9(AG9adi)UWEaslKty59tl 

T Lucas? B Kt 

01-006 HUWSPET(tO)(P)(Jon at i i n HiBi hr ) teaJHamKlan499 JRmmsilB 

am WSTC0UHTU*aCClB)(Cq(Khxe3aT) MWEaaterty5S7„.Lawnw*3TOr 

0300 LAHARTtA (10) (D) (psik Lam Ratag 1 Us D A La 'kobo) J Eugtra 494 

' J&MT sr 

2B0M SWW0(4(q(n)(9««TertDn1w^L^P&an»*a2.-. DnaCnWevag 

4B4« ANS8JJ4AN (12) (D) (AnadbctVlfetfexd) J Barry S a H D HeAU 9 H IM 


BETTMO: 4-1 EUnMoglMSiguteB, 5-1 Lanrt, 1l-2TM»o, a-1 CnMdadAvMwa.tNMcanlllM' 
le, 8-1 Anrifenan, 9-1 RudTt PM, TIM Gay fax. 10-1 Satao 
®971 TMbunw 5 10 0 A Citaana «-1 p AMor) ckaan (J) D ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Lanwlta. Tfedea and BtematngfmOwgiim wars third, tourta aid sbdh of 18 ta Stuffed 
ol Ybrt: (5t heap, good) H3 days ago. Revised woK/rt terms maan Hiat, In theory, there 
should not be much to choose between Ihom tMa tlm^ but Lsmsrtta (who flnfsnM Mrong- 

ly and was narrowly beetoi) and StesringinasgiiBe ware both mahkiglhBlraB B ion a Jde- 
buts and beta shoikd improve tor the run They hoi* laadhg chanoss hare. Four of the 
ottw sbr mnnere hare already won et bast once this season. Of Ihosa, at the toot of the 

handfcap, Swtao mat Anri ccnt t Bcna too fast and Anee Hma n wt hare to Impiore 
on the form ha Slowed to wto a dalmar ha time. W eat co tet Maglo medaal and hted 
<»i by a neck at Chester pf heap, good to firm) las* tone, with The Ony t=o* another head 
back In MdL RudTs Pat had Me chance hi that race after a stow start Crowded Av- 
enue may need this reappearance. 

SelectlQK BLESSMQMDtSGUSE 


SANDY LANE RATED HANDICAP (LISTED P 
RACE) (CLASS A) £20,000 added 3YO 6f b 


1 OTWM JUUYTOO R) Q3) U D ftatarri) B Mdfehm 9 7 JFatn7tfO 

2 4 GOB BGOYGUWD(BJ(PJ(HflHRi«Mf«idStenartfPC»95 rQui»3 Yr«7 


rio 1 tote credit silver bowl handicap 13-7*11 

1 J,UU I (CLASS ^ £30,000 at&fed 3YO 1m 30yds U51SU 

1 SOU-1 nJ0flA2immERd»SVIInUd)J Dunlop 87 i MEddnySIU 

2 23-140 TBBtmmpm)PflpMWfi)MBal95 M Fttatm 6 TOO 

3 on- UA3Q9UfWDI«r(?^<Ucvnato4Of4dBr04« QMmiSItl 

a ma jA2zajuB(usA)fiq(Q(wsFflrbhi)Pccfeao^ — _.Ta*w*ro7 

5 MOW TM DOUCW. PI PIMnNamot) cartel 88 „_^Fonjn»3 tOB 

8 21003 »nCT1C AW (19) (T A ScodwnJ E Vfcymo 8 8 ! R French 1 77 

7 0Q3-4 COUEVILLE (20) (KQPoiftar) M Jsrvta86 PRBbkwonll 1U 

6 02005 fflaOJM PURSUIT (13) (JCPsrsare|R Fihey 70 F Norton 10 KB 

9 001-60 HWteA HOUSE fS) (D) (P Engtand) T EaMortjy 7 tt LCtwnock2 103 

B 5-OB3 HOOK GORGE (10) ^ Kaward ds HfedenJ W Juris 7 C 

RkUM(3)911> 

8 022-1 FRB1CH CONNECTION CHJHFWerU Dodd) J Bony 7 12 PFMaoy(3)7 97 

-tl dedared- 

BETTOIG: 94 InceyM tafleo, 11-4 Honri, 114 TMe Dougil, 10-1 TknakMpw; ta-1 CoBevIBk, 
boon Gorge, 1&-1 JazzCtob, Panama Houae, Freadi OmnecODB, 20-1 adms 
SW: Ataotea B 1 S Sredss M ter (W Jrvw) tan ft 8 tin 
FORM GUHJ6 

Ronm led ® out and was dear if out when beeSig Wad Vamnra by 4 bngtaa at Sanctom 
(toi heap, soft) ki AprA That «res on mprasslve pertormenee, hto2-y-o campalBn ahovred 
that he acts on good to firm and a flb riae to the iwlohts aiM leares Mm a fearing con- 
tender: An obvious threat is Lucayan tartan who rauided off a mart progressive -BB7 
Boason with wine fee Newcastle maiden and the Houghton Staten (71 good meat!) at 
Newmortat The step up «i trto thould poea no praUnn. Moon Goiga and 'Sm Dou- 
gaf here both been in good form and should ran their races. The fatter has gone up 7to 
tor Ns iVitengttm wki over Cerembo at York (m, good) nina days ago. Baton that, he 
tad CoDavBa kr toulh whan going in te NawmarinL Co8av*e was 40-1 thrt ifery rlddan 
by a 7to ctaimar and making her seasonal debut she ahoUd give Ttwi Dougal more to 
tahh about today Pramhan Pursuit shoiid uteo oome on for hi* promlWnB roappeur- 
ance at Chaatac. French CorewcOoii won a muddang Skumer maidan at HwnBsn (92( 
hoary) aartor to taa month. 

Selection: FLORAS 


!^J added 7f 30yds 

0 HB£fi^n(BM\tMBHBdng)UIUnBim49te 

eai FMRYmm(00i) m mw*8Muai h wm»495- 

944 QHA»SLAM(l4(UsDUW|MflHMnan3B'a — 

00 MBnvPnNCEpo)(DFtew)4ljmsaB'B 

20- SnVEHTOteti (teO|(B^ (KAbdUlB) JGoadBn3Bfl 



'0 HfflONTpanawMi m tenmBd)Jflosdei3BB — 

0 HISS8EnBWGEH(a)(ktekPewte| J Bwry3aB-. 


LOwmockd 

.^JfeanlMCaoanB 

PUM«7 

J Carols 

PMEddwyS 

JKkrtia 

JRMttMl 


BETTING: M VototteMB, mGnnd Shn 3-1 aOrertown, 9-1 HMaony ia-i Maty Prtma, 1M 

■lit Smngpo, 29-1 FWry Rng, 33-1 MNmhL 

W7: Sweat Contralto 3 88 D fl McCaM B-1 (D LodsO ckwm g) S ran 


|4' nnl BAY 96,9 FM MAIDEN RLUES STAKES (CLASS D) £SflOO 
added 2Yd 5f 

1 0 ABBE BUJEYES (16) (TR Breton) If WEautby BH T lucre Z 

2 ALMOST AHBBt pSA) (Shatoi l&tennid) J Gordon B 8 R teEdrtey 3 

3 2 B0LUNffDL(21)(L8dyMbslteni4TMtort)y8n La ™!?2i 

4 BiIR0PTfT0Hr*leMri)RHMncri8 9 DanaOTfeai 

5 4 KAM8AL (16)8*8 JEW i lreik ii| JBarrYB8 JF«ttre»7 

6 04 UJNELASS(t9(MaABktaiQEWiyowB8 RFbendil 

7 6 TOP ORDER (U&N (M) (HRH Prince FddBakran)PCQto Bit TQi*m3 

-7dacfaiad- 

BETnNG: 9-4 Aknoat AnAw; 3-1 KartaaL 4-1 top Ordai, 9-1 BoiBn Rife, 8-1 Entropy, 19-1 Um 

1 n%, M-1 AWa Bteiri- 

1B37; Sea Uagt 2 B n D HofcndZ-l (B KaJ drw 0 3 ran 


[c A k l MTB GROUP HANDICAP (CLASS D) £5,000 added 
°- UD h mef 

1 agggg/ KNIAL PRESSURE (841) (PDSart? I*i MReafey 9 «0 — LQwnwJS 

2 33BOO GEDREXMULMGHAM(t1Q1GD)(JhiEM)D&Rfei8B9 JCnnflA 

3 04-20 CAMWSPEflO) (D) (JG RtGarsid) JFfcfierdd 689 J Fortune 7 

4 342-33 TAHJOEN pet, (C) (ThaGhgs Ifedng ftrtnadW K Bute 497 oHofcnd3 

5 00055 TURGBCY pi) (CO) (Ura TianiiBt) R Bsslhart 9 8 B MBddoyB 

8 00820 SLPSTREAM (T7) ->) (MEttirea Brtedna end Raang) RGUSS40S — P FW*won2 

7 90550- aHARAF(J33^pJD«») WMJT5712 ,_RFferedi1 

-7 dacfeiad- 

BETTMG: 54 feodiii, 7-4 Gaaga ORBogham. 942 Campaipa, 8-1 SSpatraaii, 7-1 Itigaare C-1 
MantM Preaaare, 14-1 Sbote- 

■OSt: &prere <3tfl 8 0 6 0 Hartton tM tor (l*s M Rtwtoy) dram «B) O ran 


Kempton 


1.55 Zante 
Z30 Asley 
3.05 Matdmeo 
3.35 Zelah 


HYPERION 

44)5 Premier Night (nb) 
4.35 Jayannpee 
5,10 lYuscott 


GOING: Good to Firm (Good on stratf* cam) 

STALLS; Stralpit course - stands ada; remainder - Inside. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low tor * & Bf; high for 71 (Round coma). 

• Right-hand coirsa Separate staight oaurae tar 5f & 6f races, ftaettorty flat. 

• Raoeco u aeh on A308 at Srrttfy. Bus &M fro m Bchmond Underground fltaUon Konp- 
ton Park m#way station adjotos tha couraa ADMISSION: Club £« («to 25-yaayplds £10), 
Grandstand & Paddock C12; Slver F8ng CS. CAR PARK: Mambare £2; raTOtodec. free. 
9 LEADING THAfNBISiHHannen 31 wfrna w te n 238 nwwre(auocwB rate BN). MSteute 
T6-S7 094%). J Dunlop T5-m (02%). P Cola 13-85 (13 7%). 

• LEADMG JOCKEYS: J Raid Z7wtanara from «fl rides (MWl R Cochrane 17- 126 (05%) 
R Hughes B-68 (221%L M H32a 0-100 (8%). 

• FAVOURITES: 04 w*a from 38 races (306%]. 

BUNKB1ED HRSTTBIE: Lite 01 RBsy(40^ SpanfehFam (HO); King FMay (visorad, 230). 


8 3003 MOUNT HOLLY (USA) (10) (HanadAf-UrtMaf KM)iid4 90 J Lowe 6 04 

G 2223-1 GUARANlCB}(COPMft: Stef) BHta388 Pw4EdtSwy2 DO 

O S09Q3 nOMM (M) (W J Uuaan) W Ukonn 4 B 8 JS WMaortti 10 84 

14 33S9 flBnTnSGER(MHq^*sSusorSBaigMGJSaigir86 JUsfSSte 

-■MdaCferad- 

BETTBIG: 945 Htat Kmwar, TW Supreme Sosnd, 8-1 todhn^lMtimo, 9-1 Song Of Fraedoo, 
10-1 QiorMML Lord breiak, 1M SwrelBMaL 12-1 FretodL^hLiaoiM HoBy, 1M HatrTrtg- 
BM Sfcer Grocn, 20-1 other* 

097: Bfec&ol 4 9 6 H Hu(hH 8-2 (w (Mss G Kakney) dmn (7) O ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Geoff Wragg has two very inter e a t i ng entries in Ratted Light and Hint Khapper. fb- 
bied Ught is 71i hlsyier then when oamtortabiy wtmirig a ttue-runnar event (kn 4t good 
toaatt)atRtoonlBSt May, but has not run since then so Is probably best watched here. 
FW Knapper has had a recent nn IhousTv at Chestac and remains a decent prospect 
despite flrrelwig seventh of H because ha loahad a bit too fresh aid hal to race wMe 
at a vital stage Supreme Sound had the run of tha race whan winning at Bavarfey (tn 
21 good) test thv and is now 4t> Wghet Guaranteed Is anothsr to hare won his tafeet 
start, hut IhM WN st2-fl in affe»uinar imdsn at SoutftwaA anti, aNhoiah a step up 
from jf shoUd suit the h a ndta ap per appears to tie talon no thta tor Gu aan w sd S 
hanctcap debut hare. A better prospect tor this is indium. M3 a maiden after rtne starts 
but one who ahoukl bretet his duck wry soon judged on a strong-ftahlng BWI ol 18 to 
Of Gtass at Bsrertsy psL good) two week* ago lrtfum rtwwed that he stays to- 
day's trip whan Iransd test year by John Gooden. Selection: Indium 


but, although he caikd MS ba wel handicapped, teem ri a big doubt about (V* "ffec- 
Breraas on taia much fester Bound. High intrigus bratettrefy urwaposedafterthteses- 
sonal dsbut and of uuoa, comes from a top atebteVramler N^M, who torea fast »ound, 
also ran we* on her reappearance Ufe Of RBey and Wansywfe-BgrBsnto won uni>- 

spiring events last time out at Kompton (lrn6t good to ftm) and Bath (anil, good) re- 

apeedvaiy, and hare not been lot off at slightly by thohandtoapper, but the acopoy Life 
Of FMsy ta Interesting nonstaotoss becauae todayb race represents another reap up to 
trip He does, howw* wear flrat-ttne bWcsra. Shahnir dki wel orer hurdtos this wiiter. 
Motet was taled oH on his ratum. but that was In toe Grau> Ttoee Sagsro States and 
this otherwise progressiva performer (three ttmao a wkner last season] should beaclf- 
ferenf proporttoiT on his raam to itaneltaps. 

Sstecdon: MOTET 


SINGAPORE HANDICAP ( CLASS C) £10,000 
added 6f 


FTkE\ CALIFORNIAN MAIDB4 STAKES (CLASS D) (DIV I) £5,000 
l 1,os> l added 3YO 1m 

1 5 A11Y (ffl) (37) (HflHRTjceWidSterarYMS&rif 80 JMd5 

2 SO ELEGANT HERO (8) (Ben Afen) R Hanoi BO Rttaghnll 

3 222-5 BjiABUB (21) (K) (Hamdan A1 Matoam) B Hfe 9 0 RHfi*l 

4 GOLDFME(NS'tong)W0Gonn*i90 J Stack K) 

5 KING UON ffl JAax*) RAmstmng BO .GCMfvS 

6 THAIS UFEfrGWMTMbBO. JQriivif 

7 00 TiaREAKBt(t6)(nwTebnBten)NG3ionS0 RCudrensB 

9 KRBlH(CNH>9JWteS9L S Sander* 3 

9 PORTBtriHBBnondsSbJdl Lady Harries 0 9 JtCtsrtB 

D ZAN1E(KAbiU8KCed99 .W Ryan 2 

8 2UM(TGVfeno)PfUan89 DGrr»s(3)7 

-lldacfired- 

BETTBtQ: 7-4 ABy,942!aiSa l 8-1 Bhabub.14-1 Bagent Here, Ktog Uon, 18-1 RjrtBnL20-1 TWresk- 
« Mate, 25-1 otaar* 

teSlMfertoDas 39BS WhUworta tJipBaWngJdwwi (4)12 ran 


16 on I NEW ENGLAND CONDITIONS STAKES (CLASS C) 
” JU I £7,500 added ZYO 6f 

1 a CHAMMQNE RUHI (18) (C) (HghgDn Dantopnants) K McMtto 9 0 . J Raid 6 

2 01 KBiGRHBfnMfolWSteairedOWQM-tonarBO DMcGMfti(7)7V 

3 0 DMM0M>GSZER(7)UBRLetereLk9RHamarr8te WJOVonncrS 

4 ASLEY(ShakhAln*dAIMatoni)M1egoete87 TSpratol 

5 PAS DE PftOttEUE (Captato ftanda Dana) U Bsntaaei 8 7 Jtt*in2 

6 SMLMG SHOES (Ha Canine FWar)RHamcn 87 RHu^ma 

7 T1K>(ptyln*jteialSuftolnUd)GUM<sa7 fbUEdd*ry4 

-7dactated~ 

BETT1IIG- M Champegna RWar, 92 Diamond Qmma 114 Kte# Ritey, 1M Aaiay; 10-1 Satetg 
Shoos, 13-1 R«S do Protbam, Wo. 

1937: Clips 2 9 3 R Hughes 6-4 tw (D Etwoltr) dawn (7) 7 ran . 


IoqcI CRAWLEY WARREN HERON STAKES (LISTED MfSKM 
°-°°l RACE) (CLASS A) £20,000 added 3YO 1m mSHM 

1 <W2- GOLDBf DICE (USA) (241) (BF) (S KheM) H Cad 6 V -WRywi3I06 

2 1-23 WS1EHRAMBO(10)(Bf) (Abbott Rung Uifted}BMaarai Bi2 RHualwa2W 

3 10-50 RAfiEAlWQniMBrwIhlMflJWRtpBBG JHtedBIOS 

4 21360 SPS3HTTOO (21) (Join GUB3] G Maqason 8 C. GCartar4fl3 

5 31 JMSnAH(USA](Z2}?tondsiAiilfektoUTV8NariOLry07 RAlffi 

8 4-1 ZBAH tin UMMHanMrJB Snort 87 J Stack 1 1ffi 

-Bdedarad- 

BErnNO:94Speet«1bo, MGakfen Oca, 4-1 Jfaw^rivB-l Tkfe^B-1 Mlow taebo, 10-1 Ram 
AKlng. 

■Bar Among llan (USA) 3 8 12 R Cochrane tj-* tar (M Stouts] (torn P) 7 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Spsedltt Tbo has been keaptog much better oompany then fre rmata hetSk on hat tatast 
start firrahtag Bta of ft to the 2000 Gunees (mm. good to soft] at Nawmartcat 7 lengths 
behind Ktag Of Kinga There ia plenty of aarfar evidence that that tam was not a ft*a 
ao the oppos te on today wB hare to improw a fair btt. There is wary reason to befere 
that the tdrtlyraced pair Arsiyeh and Zelah wfl make some proves* harrrg won a 
Nawmartot tnsiden (7L good to soft) and LkrgMd novioa stakra pt good to firm, with 
Water Ramba h fifth) respectively last fima Golden Dice acquitted himsalf wel against 
some smart rivals last year. Ran AJ&ig doped wefl on his reappearance, was ham- 
pered na« tim^ and s an nteresbng prospect stepping up in dstanca. 

Ho i action: SPfcfcUFITTOO 


CRAWLEY WARREN HANDICAP (CLASS C) 
£ 12,000 added 2m 


Qgl SYDNEY HANDICAP (CLASS C)E8 , 000 added gSEM 

RAMOS 

5056- SONGOFffiffl)OM(2S7)(D)(Sf*4tf ktotarmed) JGosdMM DC — WR/m5 S9 

3030- LORD EURDLB* (295) [Eut**GrapRq)JDvftop49 0 .G Carter 11 96 

0D9I- R*OB) UGHT (370) (MolnRsdng)GWten4 BO UFtobertea 87 

8121 -0 R^fT KNAPPBI (IS) (D) (B^ (A E Opperherter) G Wragg 4 B B MHBal 05 

0-3600 BARDON HUi. K7Y (35) (D) (Msa kbry Gedn) B Hartoury 6 9 7 Rtflte9 89 

00230- MATTMEQ(19q (D) (Mra Mmca Keo(p) Lady Harries 5 9 7 Jt Cortrena 1« 88 

fflODI HAMLET (88Z)P)(MB Harris WsJCedS 35 JRddBffi 

6SS0Z Sl.VBl GROOM yi4fl(Z7)(ShwDarkgRirtrm)MChdnir 892 

- RHug|hre7 89 

30401 SUPRBIESOUND(13) (P){MsPWHams) PHanta4 91 MRkana4 93 

-00030 SECRET BALLOT (22) (D) (Wtewd AUAitowa) KMahd 490.. ^.WJ O'Connor 12 92 


1 2ID0 liOTFT (22) (D) (A E OnreharKt) G Mggg 4 9 D MHMM88 

2 00-10 IH0R%HUnB1Cn)((Xq(WIMItery)DB5M*Bi99e * Potato (7) 9 04 

3 56W WBHNG(USA)(J84)(q(ADepeno«TDI*xanhy795 .SSandmS - 

4 MODS GaBIAlASSam(17){7i»C7dtanari)GMargvs8>093. G Cartar 8 95 

5 1DH3 HffiH WTWGUE(17) (D) (Lapahp Sixf) 491 W Ryan 3 08 

6 00464 PHairai«5Hrn(DGaus»8SDoe5BO_ J Retail 99 

7 40001 UFE OF HLET (MP3 (Join llarfey)B Meehan 48 G M Wad 2 B 95 

8 06000- FLETCfttR (J162) (Lady MegadBie) H Monocn 4 0 fl JUtoghreS 07 

9 ,T«0- SHAHRUR (USA) (J87) (Us Szatteh Kami G L Moore S84 JCUrell - 

« 50433 SEA FflfflTOU (20) (BF) (Mss B S*sq) 3 Baking 7 7 12 Mston Dwyer 10 V 95 

ft 4SJW HTTICW&SfflGfflAC (13] (&rw fta^tSTi) J S Morre6 7 V JfAdm7A3 

-11 rfednrnd- 

MtasonsstgMrM 10b TraeiHidtoteinelgnc ftaMytoSa^recatfSBi. 

BETTWG: 8-1 Hlgb Utteue, 4-1 Ufa Of Rtay; 9-1 hort FtatteA 6-1 Sna Freedom, 7-1 MtoSL Pro- 
rater Mglt, 12-1 Shdau; WUnoy-da-Bragarac, 25-1 others 
1987: SNnng Dancer 5 B 4 J F Egan 6-1 (S Dow) dram (1) D ran 
FORM GUIDE 

General Aasntafy. High inbigua and Ivor's Rutter were sixth, seventh and eleventh 
in the Chester Cup (2m 31 heap, good) test time, but Ivor's Rutter had to race wide. He 
was in superb form under his promtsng a pprenti c e rider on hta previous two starts, win- 
ning here (off an official handcap raltog of 77) and to Satabury (off 83: on 08 today), 


1 22000 ZUHMH (10) (D) ftoyfcn Bjfey Psmmtip id) 0 iteCah 5 9 8). NHughoaS 98 

2 00000 JAUtims {HS(D)0A8itogJISdfeg790 laarea Mntarton (7) 4 68 

8 02021 MSISJOLSON(0) (CD) (Bob Fioonw)P Hodges BBS -• — N Potato (7) 10 Of 
4 OGO-G MARSAD (21) (CD) (CoKbay BtooOslodi Lid) J Atofiast 4 9 8 -SSandare a 90 

3 96020 DtS7WC77reDfffAM^fCr)Hamrw!La3y>to7*s49B.„RCochnioa11B04 

8 09004) fWVipi)(D) IBracl(ric|htGuiniiglJi9Rtegmm596 JfteM6f07 

7 04-250 MDIAN BflAVE (21) (J R Good) B Madtei 4 9 5 MTMtate? W 

8 4204)0 SnAEY(USA)(13)((9(>*sAG8m}PMiphy9B1 Jl Robot* VM 00 

9 261-30 SUPREME ANGEL fi- i Moved Panrecs) M lAggeridas 3 8 £ 

J) MM* (3) T2 88 

t) 005501 SHBUWS SON (®M (D) (Ator Spwgo Ltd) J Cdken 11 B 12 D8wemy(3)5 - 

ff -00006 DBnSOIM.(GSN<B}(AtoreereaarB0VSan888 C flutter I 01 

e 522 FMITE DE INBUX (13) (Mrs V Vauefl A P Jbne3 3 8 6 .J CWnr B 80 

13 3001)0 HANNAfrSUSHffl(HJ(D)(RRayn^BBreflh6710 J Lowe 3 92 

-ISdedarad- 

Mrwrun woghc Tsf IQh. True huxiesp mpte Hawsfr’r; Lbheraw 7b 
BKTTMQ: 3-1 Ural, 1M Oteltecthe Dream, 1M Drite SoM, ladtan Bram, Zuhafc 8-1 Mater 
JMson.ll-l Faute delflaux, 12-1 Supreme Angal, 16-1 RM.20-1 Sir Joey, »-1 Jayampeo, Han- 
OMtta Uslwc, 50-1 Strifarf* Son 

Bte- Msur JdBon 8 B « R Codvare 5-1 bw (R Hodges) dawn (1$ N ran 
FORM GUIDE 

’ApreMgfKZtowl’ was neerasf st the IWdi when a prartosng 7Vt of IE 3)U behind Stuffed 
re Yb>k(5f heap, good) on Ms reappearance. Tha otaer who comes bariQ Mo Ihe rack- 
onkig on this yearb form is Hamad, a winner over course jand dstance off an offVctal 
handcap ra&ng of 6B (now 89) In Af*D and on oeetant third ol 29 (tof 77) to Shaitatng 
Sky at Newm a rket last Mmo Lightly raced test year; he acted wel enou^yi on good to 
firm gound bade in ‘998 and has a good draw here llteiar Joteon was seoond off 75 
at Sandown in Aprfl and ctxid be ritad out here by the 61b penalty he earned tar beat- 
Ing AO Laiga by a neck In a comSttons event at Btoh five days ago DMheOve Dream 
gtened taa last of his six wire last year far Kan Ivory oH 73, and Is now on 83. Ha is an 
interesting prospect for this season tar hta new stable, but may hare to come down a taw 
pounds. Indian Breve ran wel enough when eighth of 29 in the Newmarket raoe won 
by Shtotenng Sky but may And condttons a tat quidk. Delta Stteil has promtoed much 
there than he has dekwred orer the years, but is pfcmmeting In the etaghts and has to 
be considered on some of the fevtn he has shown this term. Fauie de Mleux has bean 
rwrwwjp in Ns taa two starts ki maidens, beaten ha# a length by Tblareni at Bewrley 
[H, good) last ttare, but cteorty hosm much experience. Selection: MARSAD 


CALIFORNIAN MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) (DIV IQ £5,000 
added 3Y01m 


1 065M AL MASROOK (96) (FtanadAFMtawa|KliUid0O WdOVamZ 

2 43 CYBSI WORLD (USA) (7) (ftadwsftney) Ms J C«9B0 WRyanS 

3 0 WVCffYC(D (ferry Bwwc^W Mir 90 JRaUB 

4 50 TjfcBNE(19)(MsGocfes)iMsHctganardM»Han6JPHa«B90 JOtanlO 

5 TANSHAN (M Hante^ A Stewart 9 0 _..MRolwte3 

8 00 THUSCOnpH (MdteraFta^J GWraggSO- — MHHte7 

7 » YfAITbCIOaGHT (USA) (87) (AbdJbll Al) B Hartxry 9 0 RHHsf 

8 2 HIGH O04AND (20) (BF) (W J Gredey) BhfcBS PatoBUwyA 

9 LADYOFLOnEN (MKAmill)BMcMdh89 NDtyS 

V 3- SPANISH FHta (USA) (203) [K Abdlto) ROwfexiSB .TSpntaeB 

- fOdactento- 

BETTING: M Cyber World, 3-1 Spartak Fmv 4-1 ThtecaU, 6-1 NWIbig Ktoght, 1 0-1 Hgh Demand, 
12-1 Al Mubraak, Ttenhan. 25-1 others 

■BS7: ByraniUn 3 9 0 R tartan 7-1 (Loil Knsnpdny down ft) Sian 


Doncaster 


2.15 Al Reel 

2.45 BertoOnl 

3.15 Tiler 

3.45 Soviet Bureau 


HYPERION 

4.20 Perslano 
4.50 Emerald Heights 
5J20 Sharp Hint 


fl IXJRA fCAT (Jdn Rj^i) P Evans 9 □ A McCarthy (3) 1 

XL !®»PBUl-(JcrnPljdi|PBrarTsB8 JFEgreS 

C 0 PRINCESS LATffA (6) 0 A Lazzari] B Maetan B 8 GDoUalda 

M 40 PfBNQPALEIANCStflblklOHcra^JGkMiBB JDWSwwiS 

BET7WG: 9-4 BilUfinL 8-1 ChMcedony 10-1 ErfcM HilgMs, Had. UBra Neat Prtndpd Darrcot, 
12-1 ta Ttw CbteL Durham Dredy; Kay 1b Doofca, 14-1 alhara 
1997- Desert ftnee 2 9 0 K Oartjy M (to (D Unferl dawn (2) 13 rai 


4 044)00 ROYAL MARK (21) |P) (M Bixte^ 9fi SettfanaiQ TEasterby 5 9 1 — JWrewZIOZ 

5 *44n PBIS1AN0 n (D) (Mbs A Qudf) J Fanshawe 3 8 G D Harrison 7 101 

6 05308 SAHO [13) (Oh (UnM A Cteytai) A Bateyfifl n AUackayS 100 

7 6- 8ERQSIpW){Jttenrer4JI«nson386 EJohnona 95 


B 02000- CWTKM pH) (0) (tan 8 tta kens Thomaa) S Goings 4 63 JFEgwSftS 


GOING: Good (Good to Frm to places). 

STALLS; SrraKftt come - stands ade; remWndef - iraida 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: None 

• Left-hand, pear-shaped course 

• Course is E of town off the A838 [M18 Jets 3 a 4). Bus knk from Doncaster Central 
station ADMISSION: Oub ET7; Grandstand CTl; Fam*y Endorere £5 (undw-tos free eA 
enOosuras). CAR PAno Free, 

• LEADING THAMERS: SHB*33wimer3fiomB9nnne!a(sucxassra»st75HJGoe- 
den 28-129 {202%). J Dunlop 23-131 (fTBV), H Cacfl t9S2 (23294. 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: J Wemor 15 wwiera bom B6 rides (success rate 97%). G Hnd 
9-7Q (129%). A Mackwy 7-52 (05%). G DufflaM 7-Q1 (58%) 

• FAVOURITES: 200 wins from 6S6 races (success rate 2&2%) 

BUNKERED BUST TIME: CofeN-K (2.15), Baguwro (nsored, Z.15L 


FURNrTURE FACTOR NORTHERN RACING COLLEGE AP- 
PRENTICE HANDICAP STAKES (CLASS F) £3,000 added 
7f 


1 OSH! SANDBAGG8MGAM (7) (Ms C ftofeuryl M IV Easterby 4 9 g — SFtenanw»(5)< 

2 &2000 CffiJMCpfl P) (Northwest RacngCktD)EAistoi*9B JWfednaoa (3)2» 

3 ZE663 SWIFT (12) (0) (Bf) (General Sr Godfrey rtwieis U Potass 4 9 7 A Fox (7) 13 

4 2-00 SAGUARO (31) (SheMr Marww M KMInjn) J Gosdan 4 95 HHxtnZOV 

5 EE00Q2 DOHSRACE(5)IDmdAJmxOTDBami5e6. NmbwfeyHM21 

8 54-450 MYBOTVE (1 <4 (G)(An0xxry Mooney) RBtotoHnS9S PMcC*baW 

7 206M YHNIS* SCOUT (USA) U5)«]) (MmSMFfessdQR Rrtwy 090 DEg«(l]9 

8 00600- LDOKWH(7SCAUJNOP^i(SLEdK*dNBMdilatan590 SR)gMM(9W 

9 ©tH EURO SCSTIC (14 (P) (PH Stevens) TEasterbyG 90 DUmegli^BB 

D 305-fi AL N£T (12) (CO) (Mark Kfewr) S Bamrg 7 6 9 CTkagre22 

V 00502 RYMG PBWWiT (18) (D) (E A Itoj'swtfl J M Boday 5 8 9 D WHwm PJ 16 V 

12 23634) CBJUfflmE pS) (Dr Jnhr Hifewno^ A B*ndl S 9 8 — - — A Bay 18 

a 043000 WMtUrAHH)(B)(D)(WBlnr*son15Kre!erel488 PFrwtet«»(S| 17 

14 00M0 RAHTNBt(2l) (Tiette Chance PartnsshpjJLEyniSB 8 SBKkMyffltt 

6 43286 0ADWREE(2S)(GBAniy)HCcirv«ttB*fl6 -Atare CW* 11 V 

6 OHM DMICH8L , 8SMA00Wtl37)(D)(BF) (Bchpd4Gray|BftBiEe484 

. P Ore fl)i2 

17 12TC ITAliAN SYlffHWf (5) (D) (JE Abbey) P Bare *83 AMctotaytV 

S asm OCHOS nos (MjmmMBtaunflBMhwal 782 JoreMtetaS 

G 00085 TON MORGAN (17) (E0 (Mdrad WhM P Wteryn 7B 1 — _.DammlWMlS 

20 00000- ONUf JOSH (327) (tas Andre MM i*na i|JGbwr4 7 C CCogen(5)7 

2) 44630 GftBLESEA (lUJpJ/Chrrm Wm AVNsor^BBajjh* 7 g ABri*teadf53 

22 500*0 HAJBYn^panckHMwtoti) JGekfc671) KStadpJW 

-22 destered- 

Afatnun we igM: Tit 10P Durr tenefcao weight Hanty 1st 9 CCl 

BETTING: 7--1 ttowfxece, 9-1 Wkitar Sara, Al Red, TO-1 flying PBnaant, tatanGyaphreK rs-t 

SariB, Saguare, Mybotye, Euro Sceptic, 14-1 oftwe 

BS7: ASnsonsMae994 KMwtoy Hart tt-1 (TBanwt) toei 0 Gran 


*2 m l MERLIN LAND ROVER LIMITED STAKES MStm 
l3 l (CLASS □) £7,000 added 6f Mfl 

fwraves 

1 90-GQ DAAWE (DSA) (1^ (CD) (Ms Ardea M UAbotI) J Oore 7 9 5 .. -S D Wtawre 7 97 

2 CXXW KKA(B)(CO)WEWtaiiJJLE»mflSZ RLrepta f ST 

3 02006 SEA-DSR (12) (D) pf) (M M Fcdgar) C Dwyer 9 9 2 DODonotKMB 88 

4 95330 THAT KAN ADAM (IS) (JTDuffyandREDufly) SC WlatwGBS 

DWtan(l)( 90 

5 3W32 TILER (7) (D) (Mrs C fttoretti) M JdrSoti 692 JWrevar2 gr 

6 30-STl BOOFAK PRIDE (IB) (Bcv&n Stud Ltd) ABafeyafl 13- J)WHgM5 88 

7 T TALAVERA (13) (Qvs 8 Ankna Deuton) J Berry 3 8 V . . -. -CloaOMta 89 

9 £61-35 aFTOFGCH-O(fe(OBSBcGck9AKtoMay30 7. . ..JMfedtey 10 wf 

3 <5MS WE PRE58)Bi1UL(89 (FDSadOT Shrmgten3B7 D Hantaan* 99 

« 0450C DBIOUT)OHJO(n)(D)(Jc#nPijgi)PE«ns3B*-. JFEgan«VS7 

-IDdKferad- 

BETTVfG: 3-1 BodfM Frida, 7-2 TBk Kko. 6-1 TMavera, G8t Of GMd. 1(M Daam. 13-1 That 
Mm Again, i*-l atom 
69). no carnspondrrg rare 

FORM GUIDE • 

Bedfart Prkfe has f*on la lost wre atarte, last tsne puttng n a strong nai to toad new 
bash and beat Gift Of GaM by e neck a Chester (im heap goodV Today’s EJ trip and 
weights mean tha Grft Of Gold mey gttn ha revenge However, they vri find it had to 
bear Kira and rare Both hare sound prospects fudged on tore bunt starts, to whieft 
Kjra won or. « -runner hwndcop (51 good) to Desk and Tier held tot afl accept Benzoe 
fl a simitar event to The* (W ggod is fimrt Ttis par are baffleJardaned spmters. bo 
the once-raced Urtrewr*. who slxniud plenty to pramse to win ■ D ei at tey iradai (5L 
Sped) 13 days ago. w* haw to M pretty speoat to bea them. Dewvra hae been in good 
form (poorly dram last time) and must be consxlered. Selection: KJRA 


BETTING: 2-1 MgM Of Otaa* 3-1 Pareteno. 8-1 Wort, 7-1 Btoto, 8-1 Cevtar Royata, IM Royal 
Mark, Bergen, CauUon. 

1997 Wkypoinf 4 a 5 T Spake 4-1 (R Chartan) drawn (3) 6 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

The tonn ftguros etonl Se tote rests between Ntght Of Gtase and Poratana. The former 
wd be famflar os a roBahle enough prospect aher winning Ns fret fire starts tha season, 
and his toad to Dumawsy (71 heap, good to firm) at Newmarket one week ago was on- 
other crafsabfe nn Ccmioons today aio smioi to tttosB which contrtouied to thto de- 
test however, and Peruana a te tha tonn to lake adv a n ta ge. James Fatw ha w o a team 
has been to good heart to tola as advertised by Fferslanab styfeh victories (at Uferwidk 
and Satabury, boih over 71) on hb teal to stem A lOto rise in the weighte for a 41 trwnph 
over Safey Ana last fime may ml prove nsufficfanr to stop lam. 

Sotecttorr PERSIANO 


HARTTNGTON HANDICAP (CLASS D) £6,000 added 
1m«f 


1 VI40 LEADING 8MWT (20) OT [hduna Racrg Partners Two) CWM6 OO QWnd2 

2 COW MADAME CHMERY (15) (The Q*nwy Partnrrt^)) J Eustace 4 95 . - J feta 7 

3 002-1 D0MAPPEL{16}(D)(MGBsfc)Ms./GeclS94 JWrewO 

4 20005 RHEMBOLD (IB) (D) (E. Ohe) T Bherngni * 9 4 GDuflWde 

5 660C DUQUN(USA)(ff)(q(UsJtaFtato>dEAtoai49E.. -JF^enS 

6 66M1 MCGBJ7QJ0DY RS8 (13) (Den E kiesa) Eraco kvba 7 9 1 KknlMdarl 

7 2050 SHAI7SHAi^pq(D)lPOwidson4owtoMnMRBvtay68a .... ACtAm5 

8 543 EMERALD HOGH1S PI) {ArfeigUi Btaads&xk) J Fanshme 3 B 5 . - DHtaitaen* 

9 002333 GOLDEN ACE (23) (BF) (GDJ LrKto] R Sprer 57 O _ . NKtenadyS 

BETTING; 5-1 DomappaLM DtotwaM Qaktan Are, 7-1 Mwfeaa Ctrinnwy Rtwirtooid. 8-1 McCMw 

oodefy fteafca, EmanM Haights, KM ohm 

1907 Vertflan * e 0 K Foton B-i (Pttm)dwi p)7rm 


Si 2ETLAM3 MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) £4^00 added 2YO 

LI er 

BSTfOUM(USA)(Sh0kh HchJffnwfl jGosdoiSO—. .GHtedlA 

BE TOE CHEF (Ite Sfephane UarrjrtM) TIMs 90. AIMettyJ 

4 CHALCEDONY (U}yBaggtfi)TDBAmn 9 (L D S"* a *? 

6 DURHAM DANDY 09) (CHSfnBisjTEaittrty 90. -- 

BMOteGHTSfEdrrrt UK Ud)T Easterly 90 ...TMManS 

JACWTRSOX (P 0 SreQ N TMdar 9 0 — KkalktaarO 

0 KEY 7D DOCKS (7f)(8F)pFstrci«)JB*ry90 ^SMtoooflrto 

PSBHANCERfff PGreatag)PffiEliin9iJ ClowfewQ 

WPfWWElADfflaylitoRao^OSwBO-.- JHrotoag 

5 TUUU (13^ [Mra H U Car) B Ffetawel 90 0»fei**i 


fa a£{ ROSEHILL CONDITIONS STAKES (CUSS B) VSTH 

El 4.000 added 3YQ1mPf BOyih* Kfel 

1 ASAD(ia)(C)f3otMsNB]SaeedbnSuraor95_ . DOrDsnoboM 99 

2 E4 CHESTER HOUSE (USA) (O) (BF) IKACeUW ff Ceto9Q AMOGtaWZJI? 

3 1 DEEP ONE (USA) (58) (C) (W 5 Farah ■} P Cofeg 0.. ACukteMSl» 

4 T-40 SOVET BUREAU (21) (AP GriEn] We G KMBway 9 0 JfWaMrBn? 

5 630-4 TW ER N EH BOCiE TY (22) (Pri: 8 Rtton Pacrg) B AmnBOrg 9 D 

R Prion W7 

-Sdactarad*. 

KTT1W&: 5-2 Ared, 11-4 Cbartw Homo, 4-1 T iwarrer Sodoty, M Drep Dtao. Sortat Bareo. 
V& Fat*39SK fm* MftYffcnflttwnffl «tarr 
FORM GUIDE 

A iral fifed bur a tasetnaong rare The Godotohn (boh s And wre 4-5 fev, JOAwaci aaua 
31 out and ran on tmongiy to w*i to Deneester (im eontStons anwaw 8®** to ftm) to the 
start cMhe monSt, boung Dowr House by 5 lengths. He has shoind a if I* wO etey 
todays top as hwChtaKarHouee, ones we* touted but very tosappontng on *oR ©SSfl 
to Karrvton (tot fisted) an tasraappurance. Soviet 8ur«w is wry highly Ihooghi of by 
Ik trainer who let nth tak» ha chance in the 2000 Gunns to 100-1 A n«rer-dtoigaou> 
12ai q«ithto,OtanBlha be ta nd Kk^OfKaiBA SoriM Bureau may^ yelfcWIMPtoW** 
but is not censm to Kprectate tha vwn Deep Dfm should stay and won hta debut • 
«7 maiden here (good to Stot) « wtaeft he boat PRflut by Vi length fevernar Society 
entera the rat J ratang oi taa fourth of 6 » Pr Fong to Newir a rkw fwi ksted. good to ferifl 
on 1 May Sefectforr ASAD 


leonl RIFLE BUTTS MEDIAN AUCTION MAIDEN STAKES 
(CLASS E) E4.000 added 3YO Sf 

1 3-3538 ALLMAfTES (1^ (H 5 L Lrritad) 0 Nchdb 9 G ...FNettenlO 

2 0 CIDHAMON (13) (S E fefflfevto) S KM9MA 9 0 P Fredwkha (7) 2 

3 6*-3M Dfi. 04 (BF) (AbiMah Al) B HantMy 9 0 — - QHhdl 

4 DO FLAk JACKET {l^(Kennai)WtayThonugltredl)BMHtan 90 GDuMaU5 

5 54000- SOMOSIHnA(Z50)jani8AnlcimOeutonfl JBinySO ^LowtoaS 

8 MM TOE WOODCOCK (iq(MaJRWntiauBe)JHmon 90 ^Jnhnaan4 

7 53200 DEKELSMARYfl2}(Dtni(kMossop) jBakSnQBB JEdmnda3 

8 D HAtSE COPSE (Gratoi Fjrrrw) J G 9 9 RfWwmB 

9 00 PfWA FACIE (W) lOtartfey Pak Stud) J Fanstyrw 5 9 OHantaon9 

0 0* SHARP H*R(j2)iSrThmBPAj^)jQrtapQQ JYfcrewT 

-iCrfeetarad- 

BETTViU: 7-3 DR. 4-1 The Woodcock, H Sharp HM, 6-1 Ataoftre, 134 ftek J r-W t 10-1 do- 
barnon, Scanatarra. 12-1 Otbara 

W7: AtmdB 3 8 9 T Sfinrin fl-i (J G SmyttvOsbcune] draw (2) Bran 


•John Dunlop's Pretty PuBy Slakes third Fiamma. ihe mounl of Richard 
Quinn, and litca Comimfs Bnghlun winner Zomaradah. in be ridden 

Wr IVoll.w CHuhon no ta l.u<nmiluV If-ili-M rv. L. !— kill. -f-f 


by Waller Swinhum, run in tumorrow’s Italian Oaks in Milan, The Group 
One event run over a mile and a three furlongs has attracted a field of 
nine, indudtng (he Italian KXX) Guineas winner Sop ran Londa. Atoll ( 1990) 
and Nicole Pharlv (1W7) were the lost two fillies to aimplete the Italian 
1000GuineafrOaksdout4e. listed winners. Spkndkki Idea and Fair Weath- 
er. ore venr much on the upgrade and could also lake a hand in the fin- 
ish. Catenna Sforea, thud to Splcndida Idea in the local Oaks trial, the 
Prcmio Bacgip, Ionics best of the rcsL 


a Oft I NGONG RACECOURSE NAIROBI HANDICAP tKXM 
(CLASS C) £12,000 added 7f Iflii 

1 30C CAMAflf)019U£(9!)!Vftjta>Sh&Bfemtt]MWEaskrby49ft,...JipBkki1 ZS 

2 23M6 YEAErmWflHagj^vrttaggoeafl GDuflWda 93 

3 «!S (■GHrOFOKSWW<KSI«s»ineB3waa)JLE«!5B6 

. — - AQ*anr8fl» 


Punters’ Guide 


ha\dock 

UWfcA&stpacetaofaas 
In the presence oFDrfeOi 


ana . 

gacey sorts can set the race up to* 
PW Eddery on CROWDED AV- 
ENUE, Wtoneeds to be held up for 
a late ^ thrust indde the final furioog- 

GPq 

23fc HZZ3ED has won twice, both 

times on ah easier surface than fa 

likely here- She abo drops Nick m 

trip after her Bewrley (7t 100yd) 
success last rime. But this Elly re- 
ceives what looks like a decisive 
stone in weight from Jimmy Too. 

□OQ 

3M: There isa hor word from the 
Newmarket gjdkips for Lucayan In- 
dian. Michael Jarvis saddles 
m i ,i .R VTI.LE- who seems certain 
to progress from her fourth to Tbm 
Dougal in a field of 27 runners at 
Newmarket three weeks ago. 


HYPERION’S 
" TV TIPS ' 


- DONCASTER 
3.1ft TILER and Kira are well in 
at the weights *od both ran wchl 851 
time- The former gets the vote, 
fl ywg h ir will be infonaaUve to see 

how Bewrley winnerThtavera per- 

forms tins afternoQP- 


RICHARD EDMONDSON , 
NAP: Persiano j 

(Doncaster 4J0) 

- NB: Cartys Quest . I 
(Warwick 6^5) [ 


bjempton 

3jOS: Lady Herries’s yard has fi nally 
hit form and her MATTIMEO 
may be fit enough io win ou his sea- 
sonal reappearance. 

□QQ . 

3 JS: Henry Cedi’s runnere were 
in sparkling form yesterday and 
Golden Dice could well continue 
theroIL Bui ZELAH oray represent 
better value. 

OX) 

44ft PREMQ& NIGHT is saddled 
by the Simon Dow stable, which at 
long last seems to be rising out of 
the doldrums, This mare's best dis- 
plays have been on fast ground. 

□03 

435: A low draw could be an ad- 
vrinlAge here. Drawn four is 
JAXANNPEE, who has plunged 
down the weights after a barren 


Jj 45: SOVIET BUREAU ran in the 
Greenham Stakes at Newbury and 

the 2,000 Guineas at Newmarket 
on bis previous starts this term. He- 
should be better value than Asad. 

□PQ 

43& PERSIANO is in great form 
and can complete his hat-trick at 
the main expense of the adnriraNe 
JST^it Of Gtass. . . . 


1BB8 88 90 91 BZB3 94 9S ' 88 B7L 

Fata of ttia la vo uf ttaa: ft 6 5 3/B _ 5 flQ9 S g 1 J _ 

Wtonart pine* In batting: 2 3 0 3 3 0 0__ 0 ! _L- 

BygHug-pricm; 6-1 Tl-E 14-1 5-1 13-Z TI-1 2S-1 0-1 »4 frfl 

Wtoning WliflhtB: &7 BH 77 B3 89 82 90 S7 90 W_ 

Wlnra^sdnwr 467 248 1 7-8 fl_ 

ProfttortoaatoCf rtafeg ftwourte— -E3E5 Soaond Fnaurttaa -C3D0 

Parean tm a of wjwnata placed l«t 2nd or 8ri tn l—t race: 70% ^ 

Short ojt-prtatd whmar. Winter Romanca (t9961 B-4 ■' 

LoncMt-priced otraian Dancetum 25-1 

Tb p tralnara: No trakwf has won (tria race more than once in tt»e past 10 yema . 
Tbp /ockeys: No Joctosy has won this raca more than ones to W» past W yuara 


Florazi can maintain 
his rise to the top 


Simon Holt (right) of the Channel 4 . 
Racing team gives a runner-by-runner 
analysts of today’s Tote Credit Silver 
Bowl Handicap at Haydock Park 



Fkmuh Has earned top weight io 
winning his last three starts, 
Looked very progressive when 
slamming Wuxi Venture four 
lengths at Sandown and has now 
won on a variety of surfaces. 
Timekeeper: Beat only two home 
behind Beauchamp King here over 
seven furlongs this month. Three 
times a scorer in Listed company 
abroad but difficult to play here. 
Lucayan Indian: Responded Well 
under pressure to score at New- 
castle and Newmarket (the useful 
Cloud Castle third) from jnst three 
juvenile outings and is stOl rela- 
tively unexposed. Potentially use- 
ful though the handicapper has not 
taken too marry chances with him. 
Jazz Club: In trouble some way 
from home at Chester on his reap- 
pearance and yet to fulfil the 
promise of his debot win here in Au- 
gust when beating subsequent Mid- 
dle Park Stakes winner, HayiL 
Trim Dougal: Seems to be going 
flora strength to strength judged on 
recent big-field successes at New- 
imukct and York, on the latter oc- 
casion overcoming a poor run (c 
beat 13 others. Up in the weights 
again but sure to be thereabouts. 


Arctic Air: In her first handicap 
having been outclassed in Jwo con- 
ditions races. Won an Ayr maiden 
(7f, good to soft) in September. 
CoUeville: A fair two-year-old 
(winning once from four starts), 
shaped well enough when fourth of 
27 to Tom Dougal on her New- 
market return. Unfunded that day 
and may come on for the run, but 
has shown signs of temperament. 
Premium Pursuit: Far from dis- 
graced when fifth to Bodflui Pride 
at Chester last rime but one or two 
may find him out today. 

Panama House Reluctant to en- i 
ter the stalls when seventh to Am- 
biguous at Ripon last month. 
Moon Gorge: On the go since | 
February, when winning on the alt- ] 
weather, and finished a dose third 
behind Persiano at Whrwkk earli- 
er in the month. Solid form. 
French Connection: Has much 
more to do than when bearing four 
others in soft ground at Hamilton. 
Conclusion : to a fiercely competi- 
tive race. FLORAZI looks sure to 
be in the shake-up en mile to pos- 
sible cracks at L&ied/Grpup mile 
events, while Tom Dougal (rising 
fast in the weights) is improving. 


First show 


Haydock- 2.00 


Kempton 4.05 


H L S 7 
- 1*1 9 t *1 


la— ta B-1 9a M *1 M 

feteo IM 11-2 9g 5j IM 

W m o uri lfeg te fl-2 V-Z vz 5-1 jj 

O— tad Annu a 7-1 7-1 7-1 7-1 6-1 

A — mm 9 -1 6-1 »i b-i B-1 

Ttn G ar 9-1 S-i B-1 B-i 9-1 

Miw sa frt »r HM »i 

Stono P-1 IH 12-1 Qj pj 

nqt a 99i Off Otfc ftaens J. Z 3 
C Coral HMn WLLtototaBSSsrKy Tfea 


UfeOtRiw 

Tm wHuaar* 

6—dtawn 


C H 6 

_ Si 11-4 IM 

_*-1 6-1 
IM IM frl 

7-1 7-1 &2 


Haydock 2J0 


sm 7-1 M 

SreRredom »i &g 

PwaferMBlM 10-1 8.1 to 

WtojygtBefa aae gj h-i p.i 

Beifc — 25-1 2 S -1 an 

WS*iL 33-1 gn 33-1 

Eaeft wy a Rh to rat* jtacs 1. 2 3 


hw* e H L T 

fetal* M 52 3-1 3-1 

ffeteri 92 7-2 M « 

Hita miBn g . 7 gi an 

Only fir Goto £M_ W-1 ft t T-' 

*"Wfeo 9;!_ P-l tn 1H 

MIM, __ _ »1 11.1 a-1 fl-l 

*>6m CM IM »1 P-1 

Ptefejg-Mter »1 12-1 &1 9-1 




JH JB1 

2&-1 pi ; jfri 

Pi”*” Pi ma pi ta-i a p-i p.i 

2CH 2D-1 201 M 7j.\ 

. - 3M 35-t a-i as.i m .1 
Exti ** oflfi ho oat pbou r. a 3 
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will 1 


speE, but gets his^ favoured fast go-. 
Sa for the first dmestacfclastyMr. 
The inexperience of todays rider ■ 

js a worry, but 25-i feTetnpttng- 






: llr: ; i, 1 : > 
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CUBRAGB 

AHhADeyesarecmSBCONDEM- 
PDRC, second only to XaaT among 
the rwo^ear-okte last jear, md now 
favourite for the Derby. If it turns 
out that he . is ready for the Dei- J 
by, but not for today* Godolphiri’s 
easy Newmarket maiden winner 
Ba-Eq may take advantage The sn- 
perbly-trred Biaoccm isyet another 

hot prospect for Aidan O'Brien. 
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a prickly 
preacher for turf 



- T T WAS rather a shame that 
John Wakeham could not cut it 
as chairman of the British 
Horeeracing Board. The good 
■ Lord had tile perfect surname 
when you consider what needs 
to happen to raring's top brass. 

TIk rousing now is to be done 

by Peter Savin, businessman, 
racehorse owner, Wakeham- 
heter and, the description he 
■^Pbn’t tolerate. Cayman Isknds- 
based tax exile. 

Few one, the new rhaimiup 
.of the BHB has been based in 
Ireland for the last two years. 
He and his wife, Ruth, have a- 
young son and are expecting an 
addition to the string. “And 
I’ve never been a tax exile,” he 
says. *Tve made all my money 
living abroad. I left England 
without a penny in my pocket 
and developed businesses in the 
Caribbean, America and South 
America. A true tax exile is 
someone who makes their 
money here and then moves 
abroad.” So there you go. 

Peter David Savill will con- 
cede however that he is a 50- 
year-old Yorkshireman, a 
Catholic by upbringing and 
education. And Savill should 
recognise much of the machin- 
ery around him in his new post- 
ing as his father, Harry, used to 
be an antiques dealer. His son's 
task is to blow away all the 
archaic thinking assnrra ir»H with 

high office in the turf. He could 
also do with removing the far- 
cical memory of his election, 
which was deemed unanimous 
even though several Board 


Richard Edmondson 
new leader of Britain 

members would happQy have 
chased him out of the office with 
a carving knife. And there s still 
the other memory of W&ke- 
ham's reign, which, in reality, 
was more of a shower. 

Poor John did not have 
much time, on several levels, far 

racing and its participants. His 
main preoccupation each morn- 
ing seemed to be remembering 
if he had packed all the lunch- 
boxes needed for his myriad of 
occupations. Savill did not like 
him and the feeling was mutual. 
Their conflict saw one sup- 
plant the other and reinforced 
Savili’s reputation as an un- 
compromising, ruthless figure. 

This, however, is not a de- 
scriptfon the man himself recog- 
nises. “If I’ve received that 
reputation" it would be from my 
battles with W&keham over the 
financial [dan and before that,” 
he says. “I felt I was responding 
to an unnecessary attitude to- 
wards me. But then if I think 
things are wrong I’m not fright- 
ened to stand up and say so. I 
hope I would always use argu- 
ments rather than hide behind is- 
sues of personality. Hopefully 
anyone who has leadership 
potential knows their own mmd.” 

Ah, the financial plan. This 
is the commandment which 
may have been delivered on 
tablet to Savill on Mount Sinai. 
It is the document he expects to 
save racing. 


O’Brien has the 
power in Empire 


By Greg Wood 


THERE must be more than a 
few trainers in Ireland these 
days who pause for a moment 
while filling' out the annual 
form to renew tbeir licence, and 
wonder why they bother. True, 
the Irish racing calendar is full 
of valuable and prestigious con- 
tests, but that is not much use 
to the average handler when 
Aidan O'Brien insists on win- 
ning every last one of them. 

The man who won the first 
three Classics in Ireland last 
saddles firm favourites for 
th the Irish 1,000 Guineas and 
Z000 Guineas this weekend. 
What is more, the ante-post 
market on the Derby implies 
that British trainers may soon 
appreciate the problems of 
their Irish counterparts, since 
Second Empire, O’Brien’s main 
hope for today’s colts' Classic 
on the Curragh, has been 
backed for Epsom in the last 
couple of days with a confidence 
bordering on utter conviction. 

A price of 2-1 with a run 
(Corai) is now the best you will 
find with the major bookies, al- 
though szhce the minor muscle 
injury which Second Empire 
sustained a few weeks ago has- 
- now cleared up, it is only the 
sheer size of O'Brien’s possible 
- team for Epsom which is main- 
^Kainiqg the “with a rim" danse. 
Oneway or another, it will sure- 
ly disappear this afternoon. 

Such is the apparent confi- 
dence at BallydpyJe about Sec- 
. . and Empire’s chance today that 
Victory Note, the French 2,000 
Guineas winner who, like Sec- 
ond Empire, s part-owned by 
John Magmer, will miss the race 
and bead for the St James’s 
Pal^ Stakes at Royal Ascot 
Since there were similar 


good vibrations before Ista- 
braq’s win in the Champion 
Hurdle and King Of Kings’ 
snocess in the 2,000 Guineas at 
Newmarket, it is hard to see any 
outcome today but a convinc- 
ing success for Second Em- 
pire.- In the 'fHlies’ "Classic, 
O'Brien is again theman tobeat 
with four runners, and Christy 
Roche appears to feel that 
Sharp Catch is the best of (hem. 
Her stable-mate Shahtoush was 
unfortunate to meet Cape Ver- 
di at Newmarket, however, and 
can find compensation here. 

Tbday’s domestic pro- 
gramme contains a couple of 
conditions races worth inspec- 
tion. The Rosehil Stakes at 
Doncaster includes Chester 
House, who was most punters’ 
idea of a horse to follow until 
he sank into the Kempton 
mud, taking some heavy bets 
with him. Tbday’s ground 
should be more to his liking, 
but that was a poor perfor- 
mance, and Asad (3.45) may 
get the better of him. 

In the Heron Stakes at 
Kempton, Speedfit Tbo, eighth 
in the 2,000 Guineas, is proba- 
bly the form horse, but Raise A 
King (335) should go close af- 
ter a fine run in a hot York 
handicap. PREMIER NIGHT 
(nap .4.05) is another to have 
maAft a promising return, while 
Marsad (435) should make 
the most of a good draw. 

Tliere are several iihpiwing 
performers in the Tote Credit 
Silver Bow! Handicap at Hay- 
dock, but nothing to mateh 
Florazi (3.00), the top weight, 
who appears a Group-class per- 
former in the making. Fizzed 
(230) and RndPs Pet (2.00) are 
others at Haydock with every 
chance at the weights. 
Yesterday’s results, page 22 
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talks to the upbeat 
's racing industry 

SavQl’s plan, put simply, 
deems that raring needs an extra 
£105m a year to remain com- 
petitive. About £25m of that, he 
saj®, can come from self-help, but 
the other £80m needs to be pro- 
vided by government He doesn’t 
mind bow they do it - they can 
return more betting turnover io 
the sport or tell the bookmakers 
to provide some folding stuff 
rather than the sofa changp they 
do at the moment Just as long 
as they do iL 

Savill himself does not pay 
tax in this country, and he sees 
no embarrassment in getting 
into the queue at the Tbsasuzy 
on behalf of impoverished race- 
horse owners alongside an 
exhausted junior doctor and a 
single mum with a babe in 
swaddling clothes. 

Many of the plan's sums 
are based on other racing 
nations where prize-moaey is 
mare plentiful. There are com- 
parisons with France, the 
United States and Japan, where 
owning racehorses is almost 
better than having a job. 

Savill, though, does seem to 
get things done. He made a for- 
tune out of those magazines you 
find oo cruise ships, in hotels 
and next to the sickbag in the 
aircraft seat pouch. His personal 
wealth is estimated at £40m. 

This week, one of his smaller 
fans, Matthew McCloy, re- 
signed from the BHB. McCloy 



Tax exile on Main Street: Savill will have to queue up alongside junior doctors and single mothers to extract some cash from the Government 


has never really recovered from 
a flight to the Breeden’ Cup 
during which he asked for an- 
other vodka arid tomato juice 
and was instead brought a pair 
of handcuffs to secure him. 
After the Bloody Mary came 
bloody Peter at ibe BHB, and 
Savill is already looking like a 
man whom it is best not to cross. 

There are not that many fail- 
ures on the Savill curriculum 
vitae and even if he is publicly 
upbeat about the prospects for 


the financial plan he is also 
realistic enough to concede 
that much of it will not happen 
until towards the end of his four- 
year tenure. 

Id addition, be recognises 
that while his back is being 
slapped to soreness at the 
moment, there are several who 
will effect the same motion with 
cold steel should he slip. “I have 
lot to prove to the Board," he 
says. “"When they called me back 
into the room and offered me the 


Cartmel 


HYPERION 

Z2D Stylish Abie 230 Appearance Money 3J20 
Sr apper3J50 Woodstock Wanderer 4iSGow- 
enslave #35 NHtnato Nephew 


QOMQ: Good id Rtn. 

• Loft-hand, Iswl corns. 

• Cfeuire a rte frixn Kendal on B5E71 Gronos-aMr-Sandg sta- 
tion 2m AtmSStCtt Paddock £10 (CWPs £5, undcr-'Bs free}; 
Couraa EC (CAPS £2} CAR PARK: ttaddock ESi. course frfta 

• LEMHNG HUUNERS WITH RUNNERS: lb* K Ranley 6-tt 
(50%), G M Moon 6-12 (50%), IN* S Smith 6-20 (30%^ P Bom 
5-10(50*1, 

• LEA0MG JOCKEYS: A Oofcttn «4T (323*1 R Jotasafl 7-14 
(50%L A P McCoy 6-13 (462%), D J UdlMt 546 (B2%) 

• FAVOURITES: 73-175 (*7%) 

BUNKERED FIRST TME: Nona 


5 3P2-23 LHJWYOffi GATE (IT) G Bans r fiO lfaRBntl(7)B 

6 JDBP2 UTILE GIB1 0*1) A Castor fifiO *TSc«*(7) 

7 -42BM SNAPPER (Q Mu COMSOn 7 120 IfcCStorayfS) 

8 222ft? THECAmfi?(P7)CRaHBay8tZ0 UtaRRmny^ 

9 T322/F TfflS POTRTO FOUR (P9fl) Sr J Bartow BtUBO ; 

Mr D Bartow (7) 

D -BPP8I TB rera TOPP E R (PM) PMwagO: Mr N When (5) 

1) <83* VBftaUWGPtyMmSStonatBEDJBMSStan*#) 

C UH20 YOUNG RARSONpJR Owan B 120 NrTHariowp) 

13 5M21 TACTIXpSttRfMBIIB NreCFMdp) 

* 4031R SLB , AWAY{P7) DAbnHantoan5H7 MrDJaaaKfT) 

-Wdachred- 

BETTWG:741MMrTbpp«4-1 DwwBoHlttS-fc*iM LadaydaGato, 
7-1 MndsiMIgM, ID-1 Snappac, 12-1 Tfr> Qitm, »-1 olhara 


3.50 


BURLINGTON SLATE NOVICE HAND- 
ICAP HURDLE (CLASS F) £54,000 2m 6f 


2.20 


MOORGATE RACING HANDICAP HUR- 
DLE (CLASS E) £4,000 2m If 110yds 

1 2TOZ3 HOUSE OF DREAMS (8) (CD) GM Moore 6120 .JNBMiliay 

2 14460 SlYUSHMJLUREfU) P Bom 5 11 IS WHatan 

3 3P2003 HONVWMfiE(n^(D)UChw^7 fl O-WYR)ltt*X6nn 

4 asm WAEWDA(H)(P)DBucM7-n 1- DJBsdwB 

5 005604 SMBKTMH (M) F MrtOlfl 7 f) 12 ADobHe 

6 -3G25 SUSBALE LAD (21H JD) (BF) K HoflB 7 T) 9 — MRalar 

7 333F31 GOMG FOR BROKE (7) (D) C Man 4 fi B JKanoaP) 

-Tdociwad- 
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7 M0K FWtfflCEHAHRY(T7) Mbs VW*arns8t)5 A P McCoy 

8 1-0000 GOUBi BAR (21) COn«7V2 SUM 

9 00RJ4P TT6BKLBV SKSM pi) P Booumtl 7 10 0-W Dowl^ JO 

« 040FB HAMumNPRD«SBS(42)KHogo6Y)0 UFoMw 

-lOdadma- 

iltemnwtFICWK BwA«nfcw>wpiir 7MUabrStEamM Oft ti ml 
ton Wnca« flsf T 2 & 

BCTTIMG: 3-1 VtoodatDck Wandomt, 7-3 IBM Jha WUi, 6-1 Freoida 
Hank 7-1 Smy F*M, CabUo'x PrtcK 5-1 TWtty Brio* ID-1 odwa 


25501 


JO Mow 


MARTEN JULIAN NOVICE HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS E) E4JI75 2m If 110yds 
5H>1H IWN.CRBn0NMfBF)UHwmnl7l20_APIfcaq|V 

4B302 «UWUZZOC14)OUMoow7fla A Dobbin 

-rara JUDOOUSNOWIAMMJAttomTIlB. “ “ 

a raw UOSSPAGEAMT plJ FWlfejnB H 1 

P53844 DBSirCUlimDUcCMlBVO 

ZF4440 APPEARANCE MONEY tfq 7 00 XRIMm 

0P245O WILE WANNABE (12) U CtapNwn 8 10 0 WWbrtNrgton 

F52P6 SIMULA SHNE pi) SCM to «0 JUW)m(3) 

im-B WLEOFYORKpqSCMcUfMl^ McMBram 

PWJOO BMmJSSMfflH-P^-HBjodtSDO MFMar 

-lOdKMnd- 

MrDnuor 10bL liua bandeqp HW^AtcOaoart Cs*n Bat Ap- 
puma Monay M 1», Wb Mnate M IIMi. SUnJBtoShta M K»k 
VUa CM fc* fl«<& BoByttMO* M I2& 

EEn*»MRapi»«aa 3-1 Roy* Dto»cn5-T1lM»rtig^ 5-1 Dowd 

Cairn, 5-1 Jwfldoua Nanon, 1H SUtota SMm, 14-1 oBwm 


4.25 


CALDERPRINT NOVICE CHASE 
(CLASS E) £4,075 added 3m 2f 
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3.20 


WORTHINGTON MAIDEN HUNTER 
CHASE (CLASS H) £2^00 added 3m 2f 

1 QUEGaD{P14)DF&r*7C0 KrNFSnUi(7) 

Z -PR1PF DOH TOCDW (P14} H Bel 8 12 0 MrNKWp) 


STTCKY TOFFEE PUDDING NOVICE 
HURDLE (D) £4,000 2m IfllOyds 

PS) NBOUKSIB’HBtyp® Carton 8 1112 A P McCoy B 

W3BZ OOWIUE WftD f38) Pi M OBpmsn 5 71 7J9I yfcdf*v - 
aoo AMOSJC(109)MTafutor5110 ADtttta 
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PHOOO PSttLETON flfl P BeunM 5 It 0. 
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3 SQPfC LOCKETT (F2£0) K Hogg 5 V 9- 
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Warwick 


HYPERION 

6J25 Roman Beet 6J55St« Manager 7-25 Chase- 
town CaUln 735 Aloha D«k» 8J25 Pisces Lad 
835 Umefight 
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GOMOc Good to Flm (Oood.in ptocw^. 

STALLS: lnsid& DRAW JU9VANIAQE: Nona 

• Left-hand coma 

• Court* fc W of ffly on B408& ADWSSK*t CUb £13; ‘bttep- 
aals £9 (students hotf-pdea wcoo mp aritod mde^ns tree): 
Course E5. CAR MRfC£5 to meotoere; centre <rf couirsa frea 

• LEADMO TRA1NBW WITH RtRMBO: J Brety 1MB 

P Cole 1M6 (K2H H Pipe 3^5 (257*1 B Mwfau V* ( 122 K+ 

• LEADWO JOCKEYS: TOotan *-79(139*1 0 CwrtorB-72(E5*l 
S Diowne 7-67 RHwyBn 545 (tUH> 

• FAVOURITES: 145429 <32B^. 
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SSAFA CLAIMING STAKES (CLASS F) 
£3,000 added 3YO 1m 2f 169yds 
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LEAM AMATEURS HANDICAP (CLASS 
G) £2^00 added 1m 
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ROYAL & SUNALUANCE MAIDEN 
STAKES (CLASS D) £5,000 added 71 
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HBG CONSTRUCTION HANDICAP 
(CLASSD) £SA00Mdd«t1m2f 189yds 
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BBT NOVICE MEDIAN AUCTION 
STAKES (CLASS E) £3,750 2YO 51 
0 aumm.RtfKpqJBmyBe -SC adar < 
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Ip CC l QUUJER SCO HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
l g,og i £3,750 added 1m 7f 

1 0QB4 TtHKH VBTT (13) M Ife 8 9 Tt 
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£ Dram. 10 


position I said that I was both 
grateful for the trust they were 
putting in me and I was hopeful 
that I could repay that trust 

“I also said 1 was well aware 
that I had a lot to prove to some 
of them that 1 was absolutely the 
right pernon for the job. I accept 
there are reservations about 
whether I can work easily both 
vrithin and outside the Board. 

"I have absolutely no doubts 
that I can because my business 
career was built on negotiation. 


By definition that means you 
have to make concessions in cer- 
tain areas to finish with an 
agreement Dearly, though, 
there are people who still need 
to be convinced.” 

It might just have been, of 
course, that they liked his face.' 
Celtic Swing’s owdct has tbe rep- 
utation of occasionally being a 
rather prickly customer with his 
trainers when he has an opinion 
on matters equine. But he looks 
a rather benign character, a 


moon face with spectacles lend- 
ing s omething of a clerical ap- 
pearance. Savill, however, is 
merely a preacher on the turf. 

Neither, it must be added, 
does he have a gong of any dis- 
tinction or an army career to 
look back on, and the money in 
his F«munt is that awful new 
stuff he's made himself rather 
than collected from a trust 
fund. Even if Peter Savill does 
nothing else, he’s done rather 
well to get this far. 


Hexham 


HYPERION 

2.10 Maltemlson 2 A0 Head Or Thlls 3.10 
Charfistlona 3.40 Out On A Promise 4.10Styl- 
(gh Interval 4 AO Nova Champ 


GOtNO: Good to Fhn (Firm to ptacn). 

: Left-hand, untitaing com Run-in at 250yd 

Racecourse is on ir^ road 2m sotmi of Haxham. SignposV 
ad frail toon. Hertinni raftny station to an may. ADMISSION: 
CWbEQ; Paddock £8 (OAPsW) CAR PARK: Free. 

• LEADING TRAINERS: L Luitgo 22-90 (344%), Q M Moors 20- 
81 (347W), M Hananood H-OE (ftB%L P Baatanont V-57 (175%) 
•LEADMG JOCKEYS: THaad 1386 (DM* B Storey ®-U3 (B99t) 
HGanfOy h-B6 (t2B%), K Johnson 11-104 (UM) 

• FAVOURITES: 168-439 pa3%V 
BUNKEHEO FIRST IWE: Ham »TGB0> 


2A0 


ITHREEPWOOD NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £2,000 added 2m 4f 1 10yds 

2M632 MBJEWSON (11) M Hammond 5 U 8 flGantty 

3005 BRANCH BO (14) JCharton 611 0 B Storey 


3 AKHFP MEADOWBURNpQ WRaad8H4 TRaad 

4 imc SINGING PROFIT (14) WYbun 6 9 1 SWytor(S) 

G 3P0DCP DBJGHTHXX (3) R fton71)B B Storey 

-Stataad- 

BEmN& 4-6 Qrertlatim 3-1 Ufa Hang On, 6-1 (Marital, 7-1 Moni- 
oatxan, 25-1 aigfng Profit 

l oa.nl HAYDON NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) 
l J ‘^ u l £3,000 added 2m 110yds 

1 32(344 HAM XEGGS (14) (CO) U Hanmond 7 11 7 RGorrttyB 

2 3U50FP AHBEJAfflUS(iqMasLStttolSHa JSopptoB 

3 448D56 ASTRAtBW £4} (0) fllltal) flO B Storey 

4 03F548 CAOEAUXPRBBBIE(22}(CD)DaTrih71f O-ECritogbon 

5 0t1S3 GLBIUQE (T7) (CD) G M Maare 7 n 0 RJotaooa 

6 0P3000 WmSANK(K9(D)MsMfhNNey61l0 GLM 

7 -81PU3 DUT0NAPR(MSEp)nLLuvD6110 -R&fvte 

8 OB6-BO OVERSTXTHIpZ) JVtodeBIIO K Johnson 

B 6U33PP FKTTHIMBICHANrp^ltoaLnjBBlBIIO-ltoSDnefcR 

V FDffiflF REAUXUSHUL(7)M'fcatuaH6T1 0 LWyor 

11 5505U5 R0BARA (14) (C) M Bornes 8 H 0 S14ytar(3) 


12PFP65B SIWGMG BS (9) W Ftoed 7 11 0. 


-TRaad 


0000 CHARLE I70R (VQJDOdkh 5110- 


4 0U40PO GORE ASHORE (MZ)^UiBamai7 11 1 
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— RJribnaan 
— S ’Mylar (3) 
JlSappla 
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J. 


00 NAUGHIYF&UHBS(t4)WIU<oam4y)8.-JtoQlahl{7) 
- 8 dodorod - 

BETTING: 48 MoBtaiaaii, 3-1 Hurttog Stone, 8-1 Brench End, M-1Ja*t 
Unto, 20-1 Mr ■MMla.IltojgMyFMhgs, 25-1 CtoifladOi; Gone Ashore 


2.40 


FLYING ACE HUNTER CHASE (CLASS 
H) £1,600 added 2m 4f 110yds 

1 FI-P21 THANK UJ«4(P7l (D)tt(G3ufer t>Q7IAMTJodnai(7) 

2 -P862P PfWATEJETp) I A Brain 9 120 MrGMtatare(7) 

3 APP4P 90MB«Y(P8) I Part 11120 MrOCcdta(7) 

4 FVFBPF TWO GOOD JUDGES P)SQ««idB B0_MrS Cottred (7) 

5 340PP IftILL TRAVEL (P7) ADWananSCO KRUwganfT) 

6 -R3GU2 WADS0RTWLS(P7) JKdw»7119_Mr UBredhiarap) 

7 RWPP SOUND PROFIT (P7) WMxng U 11 9 — ltoCRNtanr(7) 

8 -R6U0 SUDOBISAUy (PT) Jlii^iatrilB-IBaaLBndbvnap) 

-Sdodand- 

BET71NQ: 4-7 Thuk U Jm, TM Maata JoL 6-1 Hoada Or Wo, 12-1 
SonNrb% 14-1 TVo Good Judgat, 18-1 WBlTiawL, 20-1 athon 


U34JPPP TROPICAL REff C Palter 8 11 0 Mr R Morgan (7) 

-13 doctored - 

BETTWO: 11-4 Gtanugla. 4-1 Ham tr%gs, 6-1 Out On A homioo. 7-1 
CMosbc ftamtora, 6-1 Mgbtank; 10-1 Atinioan, 14-1 otbore 

14 ml elrington handicap hurdle 

(CLASS E) £2^00 added 2m 4f 110yds 

1 114B3 KHDA GROOVY (T4) (CD) I Itork 9 11 1) N&attlB 

2 20F561 ST1TJSH INTERVAL (14) (CO) DSnSiB T 1 9 B Storey 

3 003535 aBHA«ffBaSG(I7)nTEIiBdngton9l15-LCWaainBP) 

4 WHOP TffiSma«tlfl(CD)WRMdB«l3 T Rood 

5 B2SPP OONT FORGET CURTS (T4) (C) Ms KLonto 5 105 

UaaS Lorab (7) 

*■5 didmd- 

BETTING: M Hnda Gromy, 58 StyBah Mmol, 4-1 Ssraa Wretoss, 
5-1 Tha SttdMt 7-1 Dont Ragot QUb 


3.10 


HALTWHISTLE MARES HANDICAP 
HURDLE (CLASS E) £2,000 added 2m 

680 LETS HANG ON (8) J Tiller 3 n O dS^fto 

6GE003 CHAHJST10NA (10) n J Dortto7 KID. 


(XSfil LANOCY HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS E) 
r ,w l E3JXX) added 3m If 

1 raPflJ QnmA MiRURB(iqp)Mi>LBMalflK C— RJohtai 

2 (S 41 NOVA CHAMP (14)(D) ItaS Srth OH 7 G FRyan (3) 

3 PP68P2 KALAJOP) WUu.;;jan* RBuppta 

4 03P3-3 QERHANLEGBOp2)(QDLamb6t)7 J Burts 

5 923525 OVBtTTEHABC(70)(D)EWTuar61)7 KJofawai 

8 033302 UPFOflRANSOME(!4)MiBAMB0fen9f)5 JSqipto 

7 434143 ni7HEUAN(33)(C)(Bf)|fesEasdc71)2 B Storey 

6 654456 4AWTY GIG (BE) (CD) J Btatt B B 0 LBHanB 

-Bdadored- 

JOit Tn» tanfcuptaght-/auayj(B9riiaBL 
BETTWQ: 04 Now Champ, 7* Kotofe, 5-1 Up FW Raaaoma, ha Hia 
Mas, 6-1 Gamas Logend, 16-1 GtaaMD Raflha, 20-1 odare 


Lingfield 


HYPERION 

aio Engfsh Invader &40 Island Haro 7.10 Runs 
In The Family 7.40 Tbjawuz 8.10 Caledonian 
Express 8A0 Double Rush 


GOMB: Tret - Good to Hon; AKWsaihar track - Standard. 
STALLS: Hof - straight courae stands aids; romtondar - tatode. 
DRAW ADVANTAGE: High tor Sf 8 «f on turt 

• Left-hand, unditakig turf cowse (ptoa fW Equltrack cause). 

• Corns to SE of town on B202S Lingflakl station adjoins coosa 
ADMISSION: Ctob CB; Farniy encta3i*o Ela Acconpartod |i>- 
ntoreundsr 16 ff» CAR PARK: Ctob £3; mtnaMar ftaai 

• LEADMG TOWERS! 8 L Moors B4B37 COEN). R Horen 48- 
351 (tm-i Lord HnrttoBCtan 44^21 (198%) MLOS G Kaftnmy 3&- 
230(05%) 

• LEADMG JOCKEYS: A Ctert 71-587 (ttllft S Sander* B1-556 
(H%L W Ryan 32-1S3 (Kfi%X D Biggs 32-37B (85%). 

• FAVOURITES: 730-2195 (333%) 

LONG DISTANCE TRAVBJSR: Antorria’s Cholca (7*9 has baen 
sent 268 mass. 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Gansral Monty (visoiad BXQ. 


3 1W44 POUTCSOUGHTCf (SpO) MEtoranafd595_DaBGtoaon7B 

4 04-042 FACfl£TTGRE(Z)SDtw392 P Doe (5) 5 

5 000&HUASVW&p)LHri}iv*W592 W%anU 

6 00060 BARHANAK (15) (CO) GUcCajrtB91 — RStadbokoa (7)1 

7 342M0 FRtBUXy BRAVE (1^ (09 Uaa G Keio«y fi 9 □ -R Highat 8 

8 -00003 BU4SW1HEEAIBY (E5(CD) GfcfcCcuieBIJ JCRuaarBB 

9 4030- TUWeBWW(T78)SDo.401O D Biggs 4 

tJ SOM Afirt®B«ZY(5)pNBsny7g5 NAdmaTZ 

K 43802 MISTBIRMDra (85) (D)EWwtofBB3. A My (3) SB 

12 50-200 MGHTRMIAGON{l^pP) K hay fl 6 2-Martin Dsytr 10 

13 -08000 LM7TRALPt6NA(20) JBrtfgerSTt) NPnianJ(7)2 

-T3 doctored - 

l**f*on «togftc 7W TOfe True bandcap wtogft Ladf Ratptmv 7# ito. 
BETTING; 4-1 Pofif GoflgbByi 11-2 Runs In Tto Fan*?, B-1 FAcflc Hare, 
7-1 Banaiak, Wator RaMez,10l Aol ta i iMay . 12-1 (tarn 


7.40 


6.10 


RATIO SELLING HANDICAP (CLASS G) 
£2,500 added 2m (AW) 

5502/ KARECRVBipaO^CBnBlUflalieVO DUtton* 

22505 ANJOU fn)(PO|JPBB«6tlfl RHugflMT 

200300 BWUSHWVADEH(t2)K)CDwyer79B-JBatCtad(7)3 

0-B32 MONACO QOLD (10) DCoagmfl681 MRktrear2 

20000/ SHHIERH) COVE (llflq (Cffl KGBnwi7813 -XCtorttBj 
1X842 CARR0iraMAKB(BOIPMUdhBi1)BBJll 


INDEPENDENT INSURANCE MAIDEN 
STAKES (D) £5,000 3YO ffflles 1m 2f 

0- COMCAL(23q ROartan Sit — TSptaall 

0- MWY CROWN (203) E&ifcpB 11 M»Os4 


LU8UNA LADY BHartuy 611. 


-W Ryan 3 


0 MS8SABR9IA (22) GCVAarraS T1 MortnOayarS 

2-53 HUSICAL TWIST fT7) (BF) P Om*J-Hjorn 8 H JRoMB 

08 NANCY MALOIKY (9) Ms& G Kalnaqr 6 H RHufltml 

0 fXSSONA7EPURSU7r(M) SCtorSTl U Rabat* S 

32-34 PURSUIT VBTTURE (71) SWfcods 8 T1 N Day 10 

84 SALSA (Id) J Dunlap 811 MEddoiyB 


90 SU/ER SUH (IQ) D Btworti 6 11 

44- TAJAKB (2«9 Soeed Un Suroor 8 11 , 
-11 doctored - 


JNFOtadpJT 
— — .RHDaB 


_ . _ . mi* 

-a2260 K»anDWQA»N(M)(QJAWUEt687 DB|gga5 

0505USCRSKY(J5aq(qBGitiy6a6 N Pdad (7)10 

~ KATERCiacr 


9 56M0 ACROSS TOE WUER(1»eCy»4BB AWatonll 

V 5269Q FOLEYS QUEST(J(7)JS Moore 4 64 S«Mfna{7)t3 

11 COEOC CSEM . UOMTY ) 14s A E Jrtnttn S B3 — J IMS 12 V 

12 09831 KM&S MISSAR (15) R J Hou^an 3 8 1 _Madti Oaiyarl B 

O B005Q COASTGUARDS HERO (10) (CD) BRsaKa 5 8 0-JMaoM 9 
14 60aSAMWOOO(mJBri4ar57-D. P Do* (5)8 

-Mctoctored- 

KTTBKt 7-2 MDooco Gold, 4-1 CorreAf Marc, S-1 Kreyyrei ton, 7-1 
EngB*h bnredM; Ktotfa Hatoat 14-1 Aojoa, KaBa Otoret, 16-1 ottare 


— Nfil EBF UNGFIELD MAIDEN STAKES 
(CLASS D) £4,400 Added 2YO 6f 


9 BARTHOLOMEWS TjNaugl*»90. 
COPVraRCEBOY Mas B SandoreB 0- 


3 

4 

0 DAY COURAGE (21) (BF) P CTropfe+tjam 9 0 J Raid 2 

nmPUMBIFB IkraiBO JCteMl 

5 - 

HttLSTT»MKM»*‘to*l90 - - 

.yrjOfionor ta 

6 

7 

E BUM) lERO (IS) J Nosatfe 9 0 

W Ryans 

JACKQOOOliAN JS Unrr»an ■ 

__PP Murphy (3) 10 

s 

9 

fi 

RWFRC0irRrp^>4ap9n - r 

- UHtoBS 

norr n irvtrr fi o 

.PltoghMT 

TMOMMCBasaadSO- 

RMb13 

n 

12 

13 

M 

GHTAJDutopBB- 
ITSALLHAPPENHG T J NavTOoi 8 9_ 
n Ijuarmn JBerteBB 

T Spate 1 

RwriEddaylf 

MRfcmsrM 

0 WEST STREET BUS (9) TDifccarty 89 SSandaiS 


HETTW&2-1 Musical TtotoL 4-1 PuaMVataa.MTI4iWE.5-1 Satocto, 
8-1 Conical, 16-1 Nocy Crown, Latotooa Lady, 20-1 othara 

GABLE HANDICAP (CLASS E) £3,750 
added 3YO 1m 2f 

1 06CM CALHXMAN EXPRESS (IQ JDutop97 T Spate 7 

2 00-0 CHEROKEE BAND £0) BHfcB4 M«al2 

3 008 U K MAGIC (tqj Safe 90 HRtana-6 

4 0608 SUM8AHAp5)OHtodn JonaaSQ S&andarelS 

5 54530 DSSITSFA(13) PHsrta813 JRMdl 

B 0406 PEACEFUL SARAH (25) BHatoryB 12 W Ryan 8 

7 04050 BALACLAVA (IS) A IfcNaaB 71 DS«o«y(3)5 

8 0G0-H ELBA MASC (12) pF) C DwyBt 6 H FLyndi4 

9 B8060 PERSIAN SABRE (19) V Soar* 8 C Edday 11 

H 060- OARA KAY (313) □ CuspO* 7 C N Adams 10 

H 00540 QMARS ODYSSEY (B4)PMtoM 7 fi P Doa (5) 9 V 

12 OM RSJ BROOK LAD ^3) S Dow 70 Oactoo CTSbsa 2 

O 58600 RBI RSK(59Ptten7fi _NCa9ato14 

14 (H160B SAMMY'S SHUFFLE (04) RUFkMer 7 fiJJarta Dante 3 6 

- 14 factored - 

MMmon aalgifi id TMx Dwlandtep MfiMs: Omar's Odyssm 7M ttb, 
Bad Bnrt Lad 7W 7b, Rad AM 7tt SBx Sammy's StaSa GB 72b 
BETTING: 4-1 Eta Magic, 5-1 Catodadan Express, Daaat Spa, 114 
Ctorataa Band, 6-1 Itoacolld Sareh, 10-1 U K Magic, Itolactow, 12-1 


-Mdactored- 

BETnH&54 Wand Hare, 114 Gtta.8-1 Day Coon^KH Do^ttate, 
Hirer Court, Staand RacL, 12-1 Ranhoioaaa^ 25-1 ofiwa 


7.10 


BANISTER HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
£3,750 added 5f 

D0.5Sanrtnl1 

JINBi 9 


04500 MANGUG (15){D) KCurt^HD8roam4 XII 
«W- ANTUMA'S CHORE 050} (0} JflflRy487» 


0 an \ hall united stakes (class b 

° ,H yi £3,750 added 1m 2f (AW) 

1 40fW WOI SAGA PC^POJGL Moore 68 13 _WR«mSB 

2 3StMnASPBORYSRttCE(U|HS)CCyte4SB^J«toM2 

3 02-300 BEMOTO£SCSESfUQCCyz*4B7 HHtaS 

4 400MDOlK£RIBH(JD)(CO)TMto687-^™_._JlHbi 

5 03453 THBALPEACEtlOl (CD) B&faby 697 NHted(7)4 

6 S63frW»ISGCVBW0R(242)pBF)JB«»634.RDaam7 

7 08225 BffERULPRWCEtQ) KMcAtMIe 387_— _-JRii(l3B 

B (&332 FOUVSITUREpO) SMbodi3B7 jBJJ 

ss^JKsSSiasasp"" 
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18/RUGBY UNION 





Bristol’s 
risks resulting 

in ultimate fall 

./ 

After today’s Premiership One play-off; Bristol may lose their 
top-flight status. Chris Hewett reflects on years of turmoil that 
precipitated the collapse of a once mighty West Country club 


IT USED to be known as the 
“Bristol fashion", a highly mar- 
ketable brand of designer rug- 
by tailored along classical lines 

- ugly pack, snappy half-backs, 
stiletto-sharp finish ers out wide 

- but sufficiently smart and 
street-sensitive to maintain its 
balance on the cutting edge of 
a fast evolving game. Fifteen 
years on, there is nothing re- 
motely hip about the Bristol 
club; musty, threadbare and 
reeking of neglect, it is the 
Afghan coat of the Allied Dun- 
bar Premiership. And today, it 
risks being consigned to the' 
wardrobe of history. 

If London Scottish success- 
fully defend a four-point lead in 
the second leg of a nerve-jan- 
gling play-off they will assume 
Bristol’s place in the top draw- 
er of the English game. Had it 
not been for an isolated and 
wholly uncharacteristic explo- 
sion of pugilistic activity horn 
Derrick Lee, the Exiles’ in- 
ternational full-back, the land- 
lord of the Last Chance Saloon 
would already have called time 
on his West Country regulars. 

Lee’s dismissal for knocking 
David Corkery, the abrasive 
Irish flanker, into the middle of 
the next mill ennium gave the 
rapidly expiring fallen giants a 
c hink of light against which to 
rage at the Memorial Ground 
this afternoon. Those who re- 
spond emotionally to the grand 
traditions of the domestic gpme 
wfl] rage with them, for Bristol 
are undeniably a big club with 


potential to become the biggest. 
As Mike Rafter, their cup-win- 
ning captain of 1983, said this 
week: "Without overstating the 
case, this city is one of the great- 
est rugby heartlands anywhere 
in the world.” 

But Rafter knows better 
than anyone that it is current- 
ly a heartland without a capital 
Seldom has a rugby ground 
been more appropriately 
named, for the “Mem” is now 
a 10,000-capacity funeral par- 
lour shrouded in the mists of 
reminiscence. Indeed, many of 
those most worthy of fond re- 
call - Alan Motley, Nigel Potn- 
phrey, Austin Sheppard, John 
Doubleclay, Peter Pofledri, Bob 
Hesford - stiQ enjoy the odd 
pint in the lovely old members’ 
bar and their very presence 
there adds a gut-wrenching 
poignancy to the painful situa- 
tion in which the club now 
finds itself. 

For many of the Bristol 
faithful, one fluffed goal-kick 
will always symbolise the great 
and apparently irreversible de- 
cline. It was not, to be fair, just 
any old kick, coming as it did in 
the last minute of the 1984 cup 
final with Bath; had Stuart 
Barnes, the new boy wonder of 
English rugby, not allowed the 
pressure to splinter his usual 
sang-froid, he would have re- 
tained the John Player trophy 
for his side and, in the view of 
many romantics, strangled the 
"Bath era" at birth. 

That Barnes would soon 


THE 


INDEPENDENT 



Omega Speed master Professional X-33 
WATCH AND VIP TICKETS TO THE 
Goodwood Festival of Speed 



Omega watches are, for 
the second year, official 
timekeepers of the 
Goodwood ‘Festival of 
Speed”. 

The Goodwood Festival 
of Speed plays host to a 
stunning array of the 
world’s most powerful 
racing cars including the 
50th anniversary of 
Porsche and the 75di 
anniversary of BMW 
motorcycles. 

At the festival Omega 
will be launching the 
Speedmaster 
Professional X-33 
watch (retails at £1,575) 
and are offering one 
watch as a prize with 4 
family VIP tickets to the 
festival on Sundar, June 
14th. We also nave 3 
pairs of runners-up 
tickets to the festival- on 
Sunday, June 14 th. 

n 

OMEGA 

TM nCM MlllM 


The watch features: 
Amission Time, Universal 
Time, Chronograph, 
Countdown, Date, 
Turning Bezel, 

Luminous Hands, 
Titanium Bracelet and 
Exclusive Presentation 
Case, 

To enter this 
competition simply dial 
the number below, 
answer the following 
question on line ana 
leave your name, full 
address and contact 
number 

Q:The ‘Speedmaster* 
is the one and only 
watch worn on the 
moon. In which year 
did Neil Armstrong 
make his ' historic 
visit? 


Call 0930 56305S 


Caffs cost 50p par mnuto at al om«*. Wirnw* px**d «f ^naexv o9*r knot ctes# 
Z7&9& Usual Pnaepemtanl Nawspapar rules apply Erttof* dactscn is final 


help transform Bath into the 
grekest dub skte of them aH re- 
mains tbe most bitter of ironies 
for Bristol aiu} it is perhaps un- 
derstandable that his name 
should remain mud on the 
Memorial Ground tenaces. But 
those who continue to accuse 
him of calculated disloyalty 
merely delude themselves. Tbe 
brutal truth is that Barnes bad 
detected something rotten at the 
heart of the Bristol committee 
structure and decided to jump 
ship before he fell victim to its 
ravages. 

“They were too insular, too 
nanow-mmded for my liking,' 1 
be once explained. “It seemed 
to me that those in charge were 
smug, self-satisfied and wholly 
lacking in ambition." And so it 
proved. Comfortable in the 
knowledge that they had been 
a major power for almost a cen- 
tury, the gin-and-fomc brigade 
allowed young, vibrant talents 
of tbe calibre of David Sole, 
David Egerton and Phil de 

rHanv fllft tn di p th mng h tha net 

They were not Bristol materi- 
al, apparently. 

Over the next decade, they 
would foil to keep a veritable 
battalion of prime talents who 
were considered to consist of 
precisely the right stuff: Jon 
Webb, Arwel Thomas, Kyran 
Bracken, David Hilton, Alan 
Sharp, Mark Regan. Simon 
Sbaw, Garath Archer, Andy 
Blackmons, Derek Eves. Every 
club loses the occasional dia- 
mond, but only Bristol can 
riaim to have mislai d an entire 
mine-load. 

Even when the Bristol man- 
agement- or mismanagement 
as they have long been labelled 
— appeared to be ahead of the 
game, the consequences were 
either Fawltyesque or serious- 
ly depressing. Following 
Northampton's lead in malting 
Barrie Coriess their full-time di- 
rector of rugby, they appointed 
Colin McFhdyeao, a former 
England captain, in 1989. “Sad- 
ly,” recalls Alistair HigneR a 
Bristol international who now 
broadcasts on the game for the 



BBC, “he spent the first year 
without an office. It’s hard to 
connect with tire wider rugby 
world when yon don’t have a 
phone." 

Rob Cu nningham, a knowl- 
edgeable but contentious Scot, 
was next up and, helped by the 
late Elwyn Price’s unerring eye 
for rugby talent, he began to 
piece together a side worthy of 
its traditions. Like Barnes be- 
fore him, he identified deep- 
seated problems at committee 
level. Unlike Barnes, he derid- 


ed to tackle those problems di- 
rectly at the source. Within 
days, he had been expelled 
from tbe dub and the nasty, 
hole-in-the-oonier manner is 
which the deed was done left an 
indelible stain on Bristol's hith- . 
erto spotless reputation for fair 
play. 

Both Brian Hanlon, an en- 
thusiastic if inexperienced New 
Zealander, and Alan Davies, a 
coach of national standing 
laughably appointed on a part- 
time basis, attempted to square 


the circle, but with no major 
backer to underwrite a mean- 
ingful excursion into the mar- 
ket place, they knew they were 
firing cap guns at the moon. 
Bristol have been is deepdoo- 
dotis with the bank ever since 
they built their Centenary Stand 
at the height of the late-SQs re- 
cession - it proved a financial 
albatross of pterodactyl pro- 
portions -and today’s game will 
be played at a stadium that is 
very much in hock. 

No one, least of all those 


Awful, depressing and upsetting: Bristol players of the past fear for the future 


Alistair Hfgneli 

Bristol and England full-back, 
capped 14 times between I97S 
and 1979 

‘The dub has been taken by sur- 
prise by every development in 
the game since the mid-1980s. 
League rugby crept up on them, 
Bath emerged as the major 
West Country power while 
people at the Memorial Ground 
were still looking for Glouces- 
ter in their wing mirrors and the 
move to foil professionalism 
caught them cold. There has al- 
ways been this idea that having 
established themselves as a 


great dub. things would auto- 
matically tick over. Even now, I 
bear people saying: “Don’t wor- 
ry, it will sort itself out" Sad- 
ly, things don't sort themselves 
out any more. As an objective 
broadcaster, I can only say that 
I hope and pray we stay up. I 
find the thought of relegation 
too awful to contemplate.’ 

Richard Harding 
Bristol and England scum-half, 
capped J2 times between 1985 
and 1988 

*1 find the whole situation very 
sad, very depressing. We inhabit 


a different rugby age now but 
there has never been a time 
when a big dub did not need 
to approach things in a profes- 
sional manner. There has been 
a lack of vision and, in partic- 
ular, a misunderstanding of the 
imperatives of professionalism, 
h seems to me that the current 
management, many of whom 
have been involved for many 
years, are too parochial in their 
outlook, too inward-looking 
and, yes, small-minded. Bath, on 
the other hand, attracted peo- 
ple of huge ability with bread 
horizons. I don’t want to see 


Bristol relegated, but perhaps it 
would give the ekib a chance to 
start afresh.’ 

Mike Rafter 

Bristol and England flanker, 
capped 17 times between 1977 
and 1981 

‘Like any business, a rugby club 
is driven by the management, 
the men at the top, and with- 
out naming names, I believe 
some top-JeveJ appointments to 
have been serious misjudge- 
ments. There have been so 
many internal wrangles at the 
Memorial Ground that the dub 


has, quite literally, taken its eye 
off the ball. It hurts me to vis- 
it the offices and see on the wail 
a picture of me holding the John 
Player Cup aloft. Fifteen years 
ago, there was a huge crescen- 
do of rugby interest in the dty 
and we’re in terrible danger of 
seeing the last remnants of 
that drift away. There is no son- 
pie remedy. There used to be 
one agenda in rugby, bur pro- 
fessionalism has produced mil- 
lions of different agendas. Ail I 
know is that I find the club’s 
current predicament dreadful- 
ly upsetting.* 


Andrew 4 
to step 
aside for 




V 



By Chris Hewett 


The Bristol flanker David Corkery confidently wins a line-out ball against Newcastle's Doddie Weir in a rare moment 
of supremacy during a season of setbacks for the West Country dub Photograph; Mike Egerton/Empka 


players who were taken to the 
cleaners for an hour or more by 
London Scottish last Sunday, is 
remotely confident that the will 
to win still exists. 

“This isa one-off and it will 
take blood, sweat snot and 
tears to pull through," said 
Rafter, whose playing days 
were defined by epic spillages 
of the first two of those com- 
modities. “I hope we’ve still got 
it in us because if we haven’t 
we'U be on a slippery slope to 
nowhere.” 


JONNY WILKINSONS rep^ 
tatian preaedeshira by sadi a dfc- 
tanee that it is difficult to locate 
the player himself without the .aid 

>of a telescope, but Newcastle's. 

teenage prodigy is expected to , 
appear in full view in the Sanyo ; 
Cup ^Twickenham today- •. 

The newly crowned Pre- - f ; 
miersbip champions are prepar- 
ing to give the 18 -year-old 

midfielder a first senior stau-at 
outside-half, the position he 
seems destined to fill for Eng-, 
land during this ■-summer’s 1 • 
southern benrispfaeire toar. 

Wilkinson has spew all sea-* 

son understudying Rob An- 
drew, the Falcons' director of 
rugby, although he ’progressed ? 
sufficiently to force -a place ac 
centre during the Tatter stages* 
of the title run-in- Yesterday, 
however, Andrew hinted that he 
would step aside ter at least, 
some of the match against ^ 
Philippe Sella’s World XV. • &e 

It should ensure a flicker of 
genuine interest in what has 
been dismissed as a meaning- 
less unnecessary addition- - 
to the longest domestic cam- 
paign in the history of English 
rugby. Neither Leicester noi 
Wasps managed to prevail 
against their scratch opponents 
in the previous two matches, 
probably because they were in 
the advanced stages of ex- 
haustion. Resilient as they may 
be, Newcastle may well find 
their task equally thankless 
this afternoon. . jt- 

The most serious business of* 
the day takes place lOO or so 
mflmt to the west, where Bris- 
tol attempt to . protect their 
top-flight status from the hun- 
gry wannabes of London Scot- 
tish. The Exiles - won last 
Sunday’s first leg 29-25 and 
might easily have done better 
still; certainly, John Stede, their 
coach, fondes his ride’s chances 1 
of a repeat performance. 

played much the better - 

rugby on Sunday and While the ’ 
slate has been wiped clean for 
this game, we’ll be looking to 
play at pace and put a number 
of scores past themonce more,’ 
he said. 

Iain McAusland, the Aus- 
traIianXJnder-21 international, 
replaces Derrick Lee at full-’, 
back. Lee was sent off for ; - 
punching in tbe opening en-i^J- 
counter and, rrcraidalfy, is now .»»} 
in Australia with the Scottish . ; ' 
Test patty. Bristol, meanwhile, ; . -1' 
may discipline their unsettled!^ ’* : 
England tourist, the utility bade 1 p 
Josh Lewsey, for dedaring him- ; 
self unavailable for play-off 1 
duty. Lewsey cited pressure of;. ■ 
exams, but hfe dub consider him . £ 
in breadi of contract i , 

The Wasps lock Simon Shaw : ; 
is the latest player to pull outi £ 
of England's tour to Australia, , 
New Zealand and South Africa. , 

Shaw, who has had to with- j i. 
draw on medical grounds, is ; 
replaced by Gloucester's un-t * 
capped lock Dave Sims. Eng- ; | 
land now have 19 uncapped’; \ 
players in their 37-man squad. • jjJ 
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Ebbw Vale confident of a place in history 


By Robert Cole 

A SEASON of massive discon- 
tent for Welsh rugby wifi final- 
ly close at Bristol’s Ashton 
Gate with Ebbw Vale Hying lo 
make it a hat-trick of wins over 
Llanelli to take the Swalcc Cup 
for the first time today. 

It isa classic ease of the hun- 
gry underdogs against the club 
who have been there, done it all 
and arc expected to win tbe tro- 
phy- for the 10th time in 27 years. 

Bui. just as nobody’ could 
have predicted the mayhem the 
game in Wiles has had to suf- 


fer since the season kicked-off 
on 1 6 August, so picking a win- 
ner in the final is a difficult LasJc 

One of the biggest bonuses 
for Llanelli should be their ex- 
perience, yel only five of their 
side have played in a final be- 
fore - Nigel Davies. Wayne 
Proctor, Rupert Moon. Neil 
Boobyer and Iwan Jones- and 
three players have represented 
Wiles this season - Proctor, 
Boobycr and Mike Voyle. 

As for Ebbw. they have three 
players who have readied the fi- 
nal before - Richie Collins, 
Mark Jones and Jon FunncD - 


and three who have played in- 
ternational rugby this season - 
the skipper Kingsley Jones for 
Wales and Siua Taumololo and 
Kuli fitictau with Tonga. 

No wonder, then, that the 
ebullient Jones believes his side 
can pick up the biggest prize in 
their 100-year history. “I don't 
think there is anything Llanelli 
can do if we play lo our poten- 
tial No one can beat Ebbw Vuk- 
if we are at our best,” be said 

“We’ve reached the final by 
beating three Premier Division 
teams, including both of last sea- 
son's finalists, and it would be 


awful if wc threw it all away al 
the final hurdle. We have taken 
the Lough route to this final and 
we know that on merit we de- 
serve lowin it.TTie players also 
know, though, that it is a one-off 
occasion and we still have to go 
out and play lo our best. 

“Every game we have lost this 
season we deserved to lose. We 
lost to Cardiff in the League be- 
cause we thought we had arrived 
and wc went dawn to Neath be- 
cause our eyes were on the Cup 
final This is no flash in the pan 
and I don't think there ts a dan- 
ger of us Erecting on the big day. 


We have experienced players 
who have figured in Cup finals 
before, longan internationals 
wbo have played a( EfljsFbrk and 
Loftus Vetsvddl in South Africa 
and players like myself. Byron 
Hayward and David Llewellyn 
who have been involved with 
Welsh teams this season.” 

It is a tough one to call and, 
heaven knows, the Welsh rug- 
by public need a high -d ass, ex- 
citing spectacle to end their 
season. Winning the cup is one 
thing, but what Llanelli and 
Ebbw Vide arc charged with do- 
ing is washing away ihe bitter 


taste of record-breaking Five 
Nations defeats, internecine • . 
wrangling between the leading ; 
clubs and the Welsh Rugby !- 
Union, the loss of one coach and j 
the farcical non-appointment of 
another and the tragic injury to * ~ 
the Welsh captain Gwyn Jones, i . . 

It promises to be an intrigu- , 1 " . 
ing match, but any feelgood fee- 1 
tor promises to be shortlived as 1 •*. 
tomorrow the 221 Welsh dubs 
will be attending a Special Gen - pw 
oral Meeting to discuss possibly 
excluding Cardiff from mem- 
bership and what shape tbe low- 
er divisions wffi fake nextseason. 


TRUST VOLVO TO HANDLE WELL 
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The Vbbo Trophy for the Wutbread Round the Vtforid Yacht Race 
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FOR some reason - 1 choose 
not to delve too deeply - 1 have 
a fly-paper mind for facts. Use- 
less facts, that is. And as an arm- 
chair sports fan, 1 invariably end 
up with a reference book of 
some kind on my knee - Roth- 
mans, Soccer Who's Who. 
Spompages Almanac, the Afan- 
chesier United Complete Record. 
Sometimes, when provoked 
into bouts of nostalgia, 1 even 
find myself reaching for one of 
my childhood books like the/n- 
tematiorud Soccer Yearbook 
(Nos 18 through to 25) or my 
(sadly incomplete) set of the 
George Best . Annual, but usual- 
ly if s a quest for hard facts that 
gets me going. 

There’s probably some deep 
explanation for why information 


for its own sake can be so im- 
portant to some people. A pre- 
cocious brat, I was told off by 
Miss Swainson in the third year 
of primary school for whisper- 
ing to a class-mate. I was say- 
ing to hro (and I cringe to think 

of it), “You know what my 
favourite word is? Informa- 
tion.” m just get my anorak. 

^fetching Arsenal win the 
FA Gup (ITV) last Saturday, 
had me checking whether it was 
in 1888 or 1889 that Preston be- 
came the first club to 'do the 
Double. Then, as my eyes 


first-round tie, so both ad- 
vanced to the second round. Or 
that two years later, because h 
was difficult for the poor things 
to travel down from Glasgow, 
they were given byes until the 
semi-final against Oxford Uni- 
versity - which they also 
couldn't be bothered turning up 
for. Why is this interesting to 
me? 1 haven’t a due, really. 

Sometimes, 1 have to con- 
fess, 1 mUs great swathes of ac- 
tion while X attempt to fix the 
fielding positions in my head 
once and for all or look up the 


strayed over the pages of sta- goal difference between Italy 
tistics, that led on to such cu- ' and England in their qualifying 


riosities as the fact thaL in the 
first year of the Cup, 1871-2, 
Queen’s Park couldn't arrange 


group for the 1978 World Cup. 
None of this serves any purpose, 
I think. It must be something to 


a date with Donington for their ' do with facts providing some 


sort of bedrock in a godless age. 
Or something. 

While watching the high- 
lights of England’s first one-day 
international against South 
Africa (BBC2), a remark by one 
of the commentators about Tfest 
averages led me to look up stuff 
on Don Bradman. I knew his 
Test average was about 99 
(99.94 in fad), and that the three 
joint-second batsmen. Pollock, 
Headley and Sutcliffe, were all 
on 60, but what Fd never been 
aware of (sorry if Tm telling you 
something you know) was the 
fact that in bis last ever Test in- 
nings. the great man. needing 
four to secure an average of 100, 
was out for a duck. I also hadn’t 
realised how prolific he was in 
the 1930seti.es against E ng land, 


with 974 runs at an average of 
139.14. Now I know, and 1 bet 
if you ask me in a year’s time. 
IT! still be able to tell you. 

It's noL as if the hour-long 
highhgbis programme wasn't in- 
teresting in itself, with England 
not quite managing to contain 
a South African side who come 
on like ersatz Aussies. Gohht's 
C ricket Monthly (BBC2), re- 
turning for the summer, exam- 
ined the tourists in its amiable 
but anodyne way. It was inter- 
esting to hear echoes of old at- 
titudes, albeit in the blandest, 
most inoffensive of fashions. 
The captain, Haosie Cronje, 
talked of the fast bowler 
Makhaya Ntini: “He and Lance 
Klusener speak Zulu together, 
so it's irritating to bear them 


yapping away m toe 
room!” No offence meant, Tm 

sure but you wonder how im- 

taied Ntiniwuld be aDowedto 

be with Afrikaans bouncmg off 

^Mwnaiuau Hayward, on the 

other hand, is “a very Afrikan- euptaMB 

er bey. He’s mils. He's asrough bwtaaoiy 

as they come, as rough as they bave . ^ 

com^He’s a lovely boy." And -gh- 
■‘SSS’S. see* to * 

have his English counterpart in ^alystsor 

Ed Giddins, back in the foldaf- Wb&rrusaii 

ter 20 months out for cocaine erawann] 

abuse. The lad sounds like a ndge ads r 
posher version of Nigel thattbepx 
Kennedy, ail “exceDenls” and tere ^“^ 
sentences that finish with up with be 
.OK?”. The cuddly profile set and warm 
the tom: of Cricket Monthly - a BBC. I wa 


some salad dressing and a tub 
of cottage cheese), plus a cosy 

chat in which an references to 
the offence that put him out of 

*e mme were smothered mwiy 

emSisns. If you didn't know 
his history, you would htud* 

have guessed it from this. Still, 

as with most BBC sports mag- 
azine programmes, it’s not 
about discussion of issues or 
analysis of themes. It’s all about 
ftbrnpusation - giving the view- 
er awann glow, like those por- 
ridge atfc in the winter. It’s not 
that the programme wasn't in- 
teresting. It’s just that I'm fed 

up with being left feeling nice 

and warm and swaddled by the 

BBC. I want more. 


Coulthard safe 
with McLaren 


Motor racing 


B^lBertck Allsop 

ki Monte Carlo 

DAVID COULTHARD leaned 
back in his chair in an Italian 
restaurant beneath his apart- 
ment here yesterday and saw off 
the rumours of threats to Ins job 
as if they were afters. 

Stories of McLaren-Mer- 
cedes' intent on luring Michael 
Schumacher from Ferrari have 
gathered fresh momentum in 
the gossip that accompanies 
the Monaco Grand Prix. Ron 
Dennis, the McLaren team 
principal, has been quoted as 
sayfflg: “When you have a very 
good car you want the best and 
Michael is the best” 

Coulthard is constantly hear- 
ing of approaches for the Ger- 
man, of course, and he has, he 
claims, been given assurances by 
Dennis that he need not be wor- 
ried about his position in the 
team. “Ron has told me not to 
concern myself with the ru- 
moufs and that is a nice com- 
mitment from; the man,” 
Coulthard sakL “P&ople may say 
I'm naive but why worry about 
it? The crunch time will come 




in the future. IU be talking 
about my contract in the mid- 
dle of the year and worry about 
it in the unlikely event that it will 
be necessary.” 

Coulthard’s team-mate, 
Mika Hakkinen, is generally 
perceived to be the favoured son 
of McLaren, a privileged posi- 
tion that has as much to do with 
his near-fatal accident at the end 
of 1995 as his ability or per- 
sonality. “I’ve said in the past I 
felt uncomfortable with Mika's 
relationship in the team, but I 
understand that because Of all 
he’s been through with the 
team,” Coulthard said. “If I 
have equal machinery and emo- 
tional support, then 111 be hap- 
py. Success will help strengthen 
my relationship in the team and 
I've no reason to doubt HI be 
with the team beyond this year.” 

Coulthard could suppress 
the rumours by beating Hakki- 
nen tomorrow and dosing the 
seven-point gap at the top of the 
championship. He said: “Mika 
is hungry and fired-up, but I 
think I can do it. I’m the only 
driver who has finished all five 
races and I’ve been on the 
front row of the grid for every 
race" : • ■ 


Earlier, Hakkinen sat chat- 
ting in the McLaren hospitali- 
ty enclosure. He wore dark 
glasses and a demeanour of 
calm self-assurance. Not arro- 
gance. not overconfidence, but 
an unmistakable look of a rac- 
ing driver who had found his in- 
tended course. 

Body language has been one 
of the more fascinating features 
of Hakkinen’s duel with 
Coulthard. The message now 
from the Finn was as clear. He. 
had again been fastest on the 
first day of practice' here, while 
Coulthard had been relegated 
to third by Benetton’s Giancaiio 
Ftsichelfa. 

It can all change in practice 
today, of course, and Schu- 
macher, ringin g every last drop 
from the Fferrari, could yet defy 
them alL But so far, Hakkinen 
is following his home strategy. 

“1 started this weekend con- 
fident,” he said “I just felt good, 
like a I knew what I was doing. 
I tried to continue from Spain. 
I had a plan to go with here also 
and up to now it is going wed" 

Hakkinen has a poor record 
here - a sixth place by default is 
his best result -and had two be- 
low-par performances before 



Michael Schumacher, a winner in Monte Carlo last year, signs on with his fans in the principality yesterday 

Barcelona a fortnight ago. A win He said: “People ask me if . may be passing your favourite control of my plan, then I do 

here mieht Drove a crushing it is an advantage that I live restaurant doesn’t matter. But not fear anyone. 

uSX dk^il vS here and as far L the driving I do feel comfortable here. I 

lead over Coulthard to at least is concerned it isn’t really, am relaxed. I go to my own m not saying In 

liras. And this time home com- You are on another racing place and sleep fantastically.' I I m _de finitely going to beat 

fortlappear to be helping Hakki- track, nothing like Monaco at believe it is how I feel that is David and Michael m the race, 

nen’s cause. other times. The fact that you important to me. If I am in I respect them and they re 


Photograph: Steve Mrtche! 1/Em pics ■ 

> very strong, very dangerous. 

But I now know what I can do. 

, I am working all the time to get 

, the car I want, and that plan 
t is working for me. If I stay fo- 
cused like this, I have what I 
e need.” 
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IT IS the two-wheeled, off- 
road equivalent of Formula 
One racing and last weekend it 
was the torn of a Plymouflipaifc. 
to host the mountain bike 
Vforid Cup - an eight-round se- 
ries which had already visited 
the United States, Portugal, 
Hungary and Germany. 

A sweltering Sunday at 
Newpham Park on die edge of- 
Dartmoor saw 193 male fifite cat- 
egory riders, including many 
British hopefuls, tackle five laps 
of a gruelling 1 0-kilometre 
course consisting of hard climbs 
across open moorland, fast and 
narrow descents through wood- 
land trails (complete with emer- 
gency padding on some trees), 
numerous river crossings and the 
notorious “pipeline” descent 
This is a 150ft drop down an ex- 
tremely steep and rock-strewn 
bank into a river valley with a 
tight chicane at the bottom. 

The tricky course made for 


PHOTOGRAPHS 

BY 

ROBERT 

HALLAM 

— “ 

an excellent spectacle for the 
20,000 strong crowd. In the 
clouds of dost that formed on 
the pipeline some riders in- 
evitably lost control and ended 
up parting company with their 
bikes, while others seemed to 
glide effortlessly through the chir 
cane *nd off into the woods. 

The riders are all top-level 
athletes. Years of conditioning, 
strict diets and a massive lung 
capacity are coupled with a 
fierce will to win as the Aus- 
tralian Cadel Evans showed. 
The women’s race was won by 
Laurence Leboucher, of France. 
Both riders are expected to 
compete at the 2000 Olympics. 

It certainlywas a great day out 
for the home, off-road biking fra- 
ternity, who are already looking 
forward to next year’s event 
• Copies of these photographs 
- and any others by The Inde- 
pendents sports photographers 
David Ashdown, Peter Jay and 
Robert Hallam - can be ordered 
by telephoning 0171-293-2534. 

After passing scrutineering 
(bottom centre), mountain 
bikers like nothing better 
than a 10km slog through 
the heat and dust over 
rough terrain. A dash 
through the water splash 
(top left) comes as a relief; 
but the steep descents can 
take their toll, as Peter 
Edwards found 
(bottom left). 
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needs to convince sceptics 


By XJerefc Pringfe ' 

Cricket Correspondent. 


U ■ 1 


IFOR one man; the result of to- 
day's Tfexacb TTophy match at 
Okt'Qa&jidvnll have all ±e im- 
portance of a World Cup ffroti . 
^idam HoUioake may not have 
sought the one-day captaincy of 
. iris countiy, bu t you can tell he 
likes the.new uniform. Yet fash- 
ion is a "fickle thing and unlaws 
his team beat South Africa to- 
day and get back into the three- 
match series, he may well find 
himself wearing civvies to next 
summers big event. 


Hollioake is a leader caught 
between orthodoxies; a modern 
captain of a rapidly mutating 
game stiO run by traditio nalis ts. 
As a result, the divergent paths 
that England’s one-day and 
Test players now find them- 
selves treading are perhaps not 
as distinct as many believe, 
with the need for separate cap- 
tains still hotly debated. 

But if Graham Gooch and 
Mike Gatting, both of them for- 
mer England captains as well as 
selectors, are believed to favour 
a single captain - as the initial 
appointment of Mike Atherton 


for the one-day series in the 
Caribbean would suggest - the 
England coach, David Lloyd, is 
dearly in the “two captains" 
camp. 

Having been an important 
part of Hollioake’s barnstorm- 
ing wins in Sharjah, Lloyd feels 
that the bumpy ride being giv- 
en to Hollioake, particularly fol- 
lowing Thursday’s loss, is more 
than a little unfair. 

“I thought Adam had a 
good game," said Lloyd yes- 
terday. “He played really well 
with the bat. He's a strapping 
lad who likes to hit the bail, but 


lasing four quick wickets 
forced him to move it around 
instead. 

“He also handled the 
bowlers well and showed imag- 
ination. When certain batters 
came in, be wasn't afraid to 
change things immediately. 1 
felt he bossed the situation 
and made South Africa work 
hard for their runs." 

Making teams work bard is 
not the same as winning, which 
is what England normally do in 
home one-day series, and whar 
HoUioake needs to convince 
the sceptics that separate cap- 


tains are indeed the way for- 
ward. 

“J know we are capable of 
winning the next two games," 
said Lloyd. “There might be a 
lot of talk about next year's 
Work! Cup, but at Lhe moment 
the priority is to win this 
series." 

lb achieve that, particular- 
ly against a side as well drilled 
as South Africa. England will 
have to make good the loss of 
Graham Thorpe, whose bad 
hade has forced him to withdraw 
from the remaining matches. 

Thorpe is a pivotal player. 


and his expertise at mar- 
shalling the middle overs - the 
most difficult place to hat in 
one-day cricket - will be bad- 
ly missed. 

In fact it is essentially where 
England went wrong at The 
OvaL They gambled on two 
debutants, Chris Adams and 
Darren Maddy, to do the job 
t ha t Jacques Kallis and Hansie 
Cronje, 382 caps between 
them, did so weU for South 
Africa. 

Yet while it would be harsh 
to judge the pair on one outing, 
it is difficult to see England 


picking both of them today, and 
either Alistair Brown or 
Matthew Fleming could be 
brought in. 

Finding out about oertain 
players is never an easy busi- 
ness over a couple of gam®- 
The selectors may feel com- 
fortable with the spirit of ex- 
perimentation extant in this 
squad, but you get the im- 
pression that it is a feeling not 
shared by Hollioake. As a cap- 
tain under scrutiny, he has far. 
more at stake than thesoon-to- 
be-forgotten outcome of yet an- 
other one-day game. ■ 


Barnett’s century is 



response 


By John Collis 

at Horshariv ‘ 




4 


KIM BARNETT came ont to 
bat at second wicket down yes- 
terday, and- - was greeted by a 
telling silence: A hundred r uns 
later, and the appreciation was 
J^wticeaWy restrained. Hfc tabloid 
®Ttatchet job on Chris Adams, the 
former colleague now skippering 
Sussex, had dearly been essen- 
tial reading in Horsham. Hisre- 
sponseto the frosty reception was 
also eloquent - a confident dip 
off Jason Lewry to the third man 
, boundary. 

Although one hourly ex- 
pects its dry, flat wicket to give 
purchase to the spinners, it has 
not yet happened. If anything, 
. it has got flatter and firmer. It 
was the speed arid class of Do- 
minic Cork and P hillip DeFrei- 
tas that kept Sussex to a 

Ibhappell back 
at Redbacks 

- THE former Australian captain 
Greg Chappell was appointed 
; yesterday tcrcoach the South 
Australian statecricket squad 25 
years after quitting the team to 
captain Queensland. 

Chappell was recruited to 
help boost the state’s flagging 
performances in the Sheffield 
Shield competition. The Red- 
backs finished last in the six- 
team tournament in 1997 and 
1998 after winning the Shield in 
1996. 

“Ail I can try to do is call on 
ray experience and knowledge 
to come up with things that can 
help them in the areas they feel 
they need help,” Chappell said, 
av • In addition to coaching the 
•side, Chappell will also devel- 
op new talent for future state 
and national sides. 


manageable score, while Mark 
Newell’s unbeaten 135 must 
surely mean he survives Adams’ 
return to the side. 

Given that Barnett’s con- 
trolled, determined century was 
the 53rd of his career it came 
as no huge revelation. He was 
reprieved by \iVhsim Khan, fum- 
bling at gully, on both 22 and 
128, but apart from these ab- 
berations it was a typically grit- 
ty epic. More surprising was the 
manner in which Matthew Cas- 
sar chased trim to three figures, 
his first century. 

.. Cassar. whose wife Jane 
keeps wicket for England, 
bowled a brisk medium pace on 
Thursday without looking pen- 
etrating, but his batting was 
mature and entertaining, and he 
reached the landmar k with a glo- 
rious, but not untypical, cover 
drive. Coming in after a mus- 


cular SO from Adrian Rollins, 
Cassar -like the younger Newell 
brother for Sussex - has surely 
ensured a first-team run. At 216 
be and Barnett passed a 60-year- 
old record for any Derbyshire 
wicket against Sussex and then 
took first-innings lead, batting 
the visitois into a controlling po- 
sition on a glorious evening. 

# Wayne Noon, the Notting- 
hamshire wicketkeeper, will be 
OUt of action for a minimum of 
four weeks after breaking the lit- 
tle finger of his left hand while 
batting against Wuwickshire 
at Edgbaston yesterday. Not- 
tinghamshire wanted to draft in 
the England A keeper Chris 
Read, their recent signing from 
Gloucestershire, to act as a re- 
placement for the remainder of 
the Championship match but 
their application to Lord’s has 
been turned down. 





Durham's James Daley takes evasive action as Robert Key, the Kent opener, powers his way towards a century in the 
County Championship match at Canterbury yesterday Photograph: Ady Kerry /Kent News & Pictures 


McLean seizes advantage Middlesex are made to suffer 


By Jon Culley 

at Leicester 


HAMPSHIRE maintained the 
upper hand as Leicestershire 
struggled to compensate for 
the absence of five front-rank 
players yesterday. 

Leicestershire will begin 
the third day with some ground 
still to make up towards their 
..initial target of avoiding the 
follow-on after the West Indi- 
an fast bowler, Nixon McLean, 
claimed three wickets before 
bad light and rain interrupted 
play in mid-afternoon. 

His dismissal of Ben Smith, 
with a ball the batsman can 
scarcely have seen, precipi- 
tated a second stoppage. Hav- 
ing had his off-stump knocked 
out of the ground. Smith must 
have wished be had accepted 


the chance to leave the field 
moments earlier, as an area of 
grey cloud stubbornly made its 
presence felt. 

McLean has the pace to 
pose -difficulties even on the 
brightest day, and even on a 
relatively placid pitch such as 
the one he has hit hard in this 
contest 

Smith gave Leicestershire’s 
first innings a swift start but 
Vince Wells never looked com- 
fortable and there looked to be 
little conviction in the waft that 
had him caught at second slip, 
lain Sutcliffe, promoted to 
open in place of Darren Mad- 
dy - absent on England duty 
- was leg before to an in- 
swinging yorker. 

The removal of Smith may 
yet prove important, given 
his rapid advance to 40. Hav- 


Cricket scoreboard 


Britannic Assurance 
County Championship 

Second day ot tout; 11.0 today 

Essex v Lancashire 
CHELMSFORD: Essex (5pta), with 10 
secon<Mnnings wtefetfs shrining, ere 
ih runs behind Lancashire (7). 
Lancashire won toss 
ESSEX - First Innings 242 (S G Law 
55; G Chappie W9* 

LANCASHIRE - Rrat tarings 
(Overnight 36 for 0) , 

N T Wood c Ftoflhs to Butt W 

M A Atherton b loti —20 

J P Crawley b Iran — 1 


.138 


IS H Fairbrother c Ranagan 
b WBams _ 

A Ffintoff c Flanagan b Couakw —.29 
M WaUdnson c Robinson b D R Law 40 

*Wasfcn Akram tow b D R Law J) 

fW K HBgj c Hfcbart t> D B Law 0 

G Chappb c Flanagan bDR Law -51 

H J Green b Sort 14- 

Q J Shadfbrd not out -13 

Extras (toe, w12, nbfi) —26 

- -314 


"total (107-4-avers). 

FaH: 1-40, 2-4L 3-43. 4-100, 5-179, 6-181, 
7-B1 8-284, 9-284 

: lott23L4-8-49-S; VVBfuns 20- 


!-l;taari 22664- 
; Hbbert 5-1-136L 
(innings 

tout 6 



5-58-1; 

1; DR Law 
ESSEX - 
□ DJ 
I'M 

Extras (!bl) 

total (tor 0 , . 

to bat S D 0BS£ *S G La* R C tanl 
A J E HtoberVtR J Roins, D R Ism. M 
Clott.N FWBams, D M Cousins, 
Umpires; R A White and J Lloyds. 

Gloucestershire v Yorkshire 
GLOUCESTER: Gfcxit.ua Isrrti hr (7 pte). 

with seven second-tombm* ****** 
standing, are 31 6 runs ahead of Ybrfc- 
shhe (4). . 


GtoucetfraMs won toss T R Vtaid c Speight b Betts 18 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE - Ftast Innings C ^ Hooper cSpalgW b Harmbon ._1 

329 (R C Russell 63, A M Smith 61, G I .95 

Macmlan 53; C White 8 65k *5 

Y ORKSH' nE-FtenM"^ 

„ M M PalBl tow b Googfi 24 

V b utfwb Smim - —10 M j McCague b Ftfips -0 

P M HuL/kflon not out — .........23 ^ p (rWostlen not out 1 

•DB^ehurdibVyWah - «J Extras(l* lb*, w* nb17) 53 • 

S b jW w Tot al (1245 overs) 495 

C White cftJS8BJbl«»B — 24 FaH: 1-168, 2-207. 3-209 4-2* 5-252. 6- 

M J Wbod tow b Lews — 0 aqo T-454. 8-477. S477. 

tfl J Blahey cRurad bWateh 14 sSre^ iHaSi wire: 473 for 7. 

G M HamHhxi b Vteteh -.0 Betts 27-768-1; Harmbon 22- 

R D Stomp b Ball -8 wbod 22-267-1 ; PhSps 26667- 

M J Hoggardb ~1 % Foster 20-2-75-2: Gough 726^-1 

— 7* OURHAM- Second innings 

J J BLewisnotout 1 

701 M A Gough not out 0 

7-134 8-134. 9-141 . 9 

BowttoCK Walsh «-"D606; Smith 136- •> 

Bai ^4 -9-13-a. Cofingwood, M P Speight, M J Foster, 

GLOUCES I EBSHWE- Second N C Ptiaps. M M Betts, J VVbod, S J 

Innings Harmlson. 

G I PblacmBan c tAfood b Hutchison ....0 Umpires: D J Constant and J F Sfeate. 
T H C Hancock c Btekey b Hoggard .4 

'U Lefcestarshire v Hampshire . 

wA SSSSirZZZIiao hg. «. a 57 n™ 1-nM Hropttn, 

FdB: 1-Ct 2-4 3-118. W- 

to bee MJ Church. tRCRu3se8.MC Hampshto won toss 

J Be*, J Lewte, A M Smth. C A Vitelsh. HAMPSHIRE -Hnw Innings 

Umpires: RPahw and AGTWhtehead. fOvenxght Z76 for 6) 

tA N Aymes b Vitete — -C3 

Kent v Durham S'5 

v~! * . ^, h . n NAM McLean CSrotb D woss o 

CANTERBURY. Purtwin (4pt») L w« h IQ p j Hartley c Mxon b MuWy Z\ 

secomWran^vAd^stiirrcflng.are c A Connor not out 0 

253 runs behind Kort (8). Extras (b4» toft wft 25 

Kent won toss total (1363 overe) ra i 

DURHAM -Ffrstlnidngs 229 (MJFbe- Fall (con^: 7634 8634 964a 
tar 7Bno; M M PatBl 5-7^. Score at 120 over* SC31« 6 

R WTKey b Hffimeon Wl 


rag been helped off the mark 
with four overthrows, courtesy 
of Peter Hartley, Smith was 
soon hitting the ball sweetly 
and collected six more bound- 
aries in his first 30 runs, in^ 
eluding a couple of fairly 
imperious blows off McLean 
himself. 

Hampshire continued to 
exploit Leicestershire's weak.--’ 
enecLattack before luncfc Masy 
MullaJly finished with five- 
wickets and impressive fig- 
ures after shouldering a heavy 
workload but wicketkeeper 
Adrian Aymes. who extended 
his fourth Championship 
century to a career-best 133, 
and Shaun Udal, with 44, 
turned Hampshire's total into 
one that may form the basis 
for their first victory of the 
season. 


LEICESTERSHIRE - Bret Innings 

VJWEtocKaechb McLean 15 

I J Sulci ffe Ibw b McLean — 17 

BFSfrtlhb' McLean M 

A Habib not out ir 

15 

— 104 


By David Llewellyn 

al Uxbridge . 


BCras {b4 tot w4 r*6)_ 

TotM (for 3, 202 overs). 

FaB: 1-342-55, 3-104. 
to bat *P V Stotmons: J M QaKxr, tP A 
Nbcon, D VWamson, T J Mason, A D MuF 
tally; M T Brimson. 

Umpires: H D 3rd and J H Hams. 

Middlesex v Worcestershire 
UXBRIDGE: Middlesex (2pts), with 
nina ftst+wifogs wteksts stondbig, are 
531 runs behind W o rce ste rs h ire (4). 
MvceatotoMB won toss 
WORCESTERSHIRE - First Innings 
(Overnight 435 for 4) 

-TM Moody tow b Johnson 132 

D A LsatfKBdaJe b Shah 137 

IS J Btodes not out 67 

Extras (b\ to7, w2, nblfl) 2S 

total (for 6 dec, 18U ovare) 627 

Fafl (conQ: S436, 5627. 

DU not bat S R Larrpfet. R K Ingwortl, 
P J Newport A Shwiyar. 

Score at 120 overs: 470 for & 
Bowling: Hewitt 27-5-E5-2; Johnson 
29-7-105-1; Btenchett 29-1-125-1: Ket- 
tteborough 4-0-16-0; Tufnofl 404-136-1 ; 
Weekas 25-0666; Shah 850-46-1 
MIDDLESEX - First tamings 
R A Kratieborough tow b Newport 

J L Umgw not out — 47 

*M R Ramprakash not out — 38 

Extras (b3). 


-96 


total (fori, 32.1 overs) 

Fan: i-aa 

to bat O A Shah, M W G&ting, P N 
Woekes, TO C Nash. R L Johnson, J P 
Hewm, I N Btandtatt, P C R tofnat, 

. Umpires: M J Hants and T E Jasty 

No rt hamptonshire v Glamorgan 
NORTHAMPTON: damorgn (Spts) 
haveaBnd-tamtaiga lead 0391 against 
P>- 


THIS was an unhappy day in 
Middlesex history. Their shirt- 
front of a pitch may have been 
ironed into cr easeless submis- 
sion, but Mark Ramprakash 
and his men were also bung 
out to dry. Worcestershire 
piled up runs like so much laun- 
-rfty j^^basketiuitil^MidrU esexj • 
Were positively creakihgujuler 
the weight. 

By the time Tom Moody 
declared. Middlesex had con- 
ceded 600 runs in a County 
Championship innings for the 
first time in their history - and 
in so doihg . became the last 
county to concede 600-plus. 

They had only been' sub- 
jected to three other totals in 
the same region - 665 against 


Giemofgan won toss 
NORTHAMPTONSHIRE- Fkst tamkiga 
172 (D Rfotay 59 K M Curran 54* 
GLAMORGAN - FM Innings 
(Overnight: 204 for 2) 

S P James c Ripley b G P Swarm 227 
M J Powel c G P Swarm b Salas ...106 

P ACottay c Curen btoylor to - 

G P Butcher c Ripley b Rose 1 

tADShewcAJSwaimbUalootm .0 

Waqar tounta c toytor b Rose 2 

S D Thomas b Taylor 17 

D A Coskar c Ripley b Taytor S 

S LVtotMn not out .1 

Extras (b6, b16, w2, nb14? 38 . 

total (12SJS were) - 663 

FaU (cont): 3-355, 4-447, 5-464. 6-489 
7-478, 8-524, 9-544 
Score all 20 owara: 541 fora 
Bowling: Malcolm 286-144-3; Rose 28- 
3-130-2; Taytor 255-1-105-3; Curan 56- 
24-0; G P Swarm 24-3-98-1; Baley 
1-1-06; Sales 96-28-1; A J Swerm 3-0- 
126. 

Unpire*: N G Cowley and 8 Leacbeatoc 

Somerset v Surrey 
TAUNTON: Somerset (4pts), with stx 
second-innings wiettets standmo, are 
126 runs ahead of Surrey (5). 

Simey wontoss 

SOMERSET - Hist tamings 178 (M P 
Bfcknal4-14) 

SURREY- First tamings 
(Overnight: *6 tor 7) 

JN Batty tow b Rose SB 

I D K Satetxxy c Lathwefi 

bCeddck S\ 

M P Btoknel b Butoecfc .6 

J E Beniamin not out V 

Extras (toa nb20) 29 

total (844 overs) 241 

FbU (cont): 7-127, 8-177, 9-212. 

Bowling: Caddfc* 2846-73-S; Rosa 
S-H-516; Trascothick 12-2-346; V&n 
Tloost 6-1-22-0; Bdbeck 11 -0-526 
SOMERSET -Second fonta^s 

*P D Bowler tow b Benjamin 9 

P CL Hotoray redout 87 


West Indies in 1939, 612 
against Oxford University in 
1876 and a more modest 603 
against The Rest in 1920. 

Moody was not their chief 
tormentor either. He perished, 
without adding to his overnight 
T32, to the 14th delivery with 
the new ball, leg before to 
Richard Johnson to one that 
kept a trifle low. ’• • * 

Thereafter David Leather- 
dale ibc& np the cudgels and 
strong together a fine collection 
of shots, particularly through 
the off-side, in compiling a 
stand of 191 in 54 overs with 
the wicketkeeper Steve Rhodes 
for the sixth wicket. 

Leatherdale is certainly in 
form. In his previous outing he 
made 99. Yesterday he went a 
lot further, only falling when he 
had bettered that by 38 runs to 


M EEMuMlicft tow b DenjMin 4 

M N Lathwel c Batty b Benjamin — 6 

K A Parsons tow b Tudor 28 

tR J Turner not out .49 

Extras <b3, w7, nb6) 16 

total (for 4, 616 overs) 193 

FaBjI-SL 2-21, 3-27, 4-72. 

TbbotM Burns, GDRomi Avan Troosj, 
ARCadcScfoMBiireck. 

Umpires: V A Hokter and J W Holder: 

Sussex v Derbyshire 
HORSHAM: Derbyshire (7pts), with 
seven flrst-lnabiga vrl eSafe standing, 
are 19 runs ahead of Sussex (5). 
Sussex won tosa 
SUSSEX- Fbst Innings 


(Orsmight 315 for 9) 
M Netwa nc 


I not out 'B5 

R J Kktteyrviout ...» V 


Extras (bl bIQ, w2, rib 8). 
total (112.1 overs). 


.J21 


-325 


Bowflng: Cork 28-9-77-4; DeFrattas 
23-1-74-3; Dean 261-8-906; Lacey 12- 
3636; Cassar 196656. Hackwel 4-2- 
56 

DERBYSHIRE - First tamings 

M J Stater b Lewry JO 

ASRoBnscA AKhan bJarvte 58 

T A TWeatS c Carpenter b Lewry — tl 

K J Barnett not out -..-145 

ME Cassar not out 120 


(b&nbZ) 


-344 


total (for 3, 94.1 overs)— 

FaU: 1-4. 2-40, 3-106 
To bat'D G Cork, tKMKrWcaa PA J 
DeFreitas, KJ Dean. S J Lacey l D Stack- 

WGIv 

Umpires: N T Flaws and A Ctarkson. 

Warwickshire v Notanahamshlre 
EDGBASTON: Warwickshire Mots), 
with eight second-innings wickets 
standing, are tin runs ahead of Not- 
tinghamshire (5). 

Notttaghamshim won toss 
WARWICKSHIRE - First Innings 130 
(M J Powel TOno; M N Bowen 422). 


complete the 10th first-class 
century of his career and his 
eighth in the Championship. 
He was in for a shade over four 
hours, having hit a six and 18 
fours. 

With Rhodes unbeaten on 
a classy 67, Moody finally 
showed some clemency and de- 
clared the innings closed, but 
there was more torture for 
Middlesex with the premature 
loss of Richard Ktfttleborough 
when the reply had barely got 
under way. 

Thankfully, the Australian 
left-hander, Justin Langer. 
and the Middlesex captain, 
Ramprakash, who had 600- 
odd reasons to get his head 
down, steadied things as 
they set about nibbling away 
at the formidable Worces- 
tershire total. 


NOTTINGHAMSHIRE - Ftaat timings 
(Ovemtjyit 71 for 2) 

M P Cowman c Brown b GkkSrts „_44 

*P Johnson c Frost b Shakh >45 

N A Gtec Lamb ShaWi _.1 

CMTdteycRostbGld*ia. 12 

P J Ftarta tow b Brown -....33 

tWM Noon re&sd hurt 16 

P A Strang not out 18 

M N Bowen b Gfodra 

A R Oram b Giddns -..0 

Extras (b2, to4, nb14) 20 

total (78L4 overs) -618 

FM (conQ: 4- tie. 5-flft 5BQ 7-171 

5216, 9-2B. 

Bowling: Qddns 2246-47-4; Brown 
23-8-77-3; met) 206636; Sheikh 
10-2-18-2; Edmond 3-1 -7-0. 
WARWICKSHIRE - Second innings 

M J Powel not out 61 

T Rost e Johnson b Dowman 40 

OLHenpc Johnson b Bowen 4 

*B C Lara not out i - .10 

Extras p4, to3, S 

total (tar 2, 34J overs) 94 

Fafc 16SI 280. 

to bat D P Ostia D R Brown, N M K 
Smith, G Welch, M A Sheikh, TMDEd- 
mcnA E S H GkMns. 

Umpires: G I Bugess and A A Jones. 

Today’s fixture 
Texaco TTophy 

(One day; 1045) 

OLD TRAFFORD: Engtend v South 
Africa. . 

Tomorrow’s fixtures 

Texaco Trophy 
(One day; KM^ 

HEADINGLETt England v South Africa. 

MINOR COUNTIES CHAMPIONSHIP 
(two days, 11.0): Hurst CC: Berkshire 
v Henkxddas BoreyTracsy: Devon v 
Dorset Sleaford: Lfcwdnshke v Bed- 
forddxra Swtndoa CC: WUshke v Wblsa 


Brown is 
doubtful 
England 
starter 


Hockey 


By Bill CofwiU 
in Utrecht * 


ENGLAND’S World Cup 
teams spent yesterday preparing 
for crucial games today, against 
Argentina for the women, and 
Pakistan, the defending world 
champions, for the men. 

The women may have to 
cope without Karen Brown, 
who is a very doubtful starter af- 
ter suffering a hand injury 
against the Dutch on Thursday. 

The only game of direct 
British interest yesterday saw 
Scotland go down 2-1 to the 
USA in their second defeat of 

the tournament. 

After conceding a penalty 
comer goal to Kate Barber in 
the second minute, Scotland 
struggled to get into their stride 
and the Americans claimed a 
second through their captain, 
Iradey Fuchs, six minutes into 
the second half 

The second goal forced the 
Scotland coach Mike Gilbert to 
change three front-runners, 
which brought his side back into 
the game. 

Scotland then created a series 
of chances, with Rhona Simpson 
micellar several good opportu- 
nities before, with 14 minutes to 
go, she won a penalty stroke 
when obstructed by the goal- 
keeper. Sue MacDonald made 
no mistake from the spot, but the 
Scots did not capitalise on sev- 
eral chances to equalise. 

The Goalkeeper Tracey 
Robb played weU, with one out- 
standing save from Kelli James, 
while Va\. Neil was the pick of 
an often overworked defence. 

Gilbert said: “This was a 
game we thought we could win. 
We had enough chances, cre- 
ating a lot of pressure and hav- 
ing plenty of possession.” 


Boon and 
Clark stay 
out in front 


Equestrianism 


By Genevieve Murphy 

at Windsor 

TERRY BOON and Polly 
Clark, both aged 24 and fellow 
members of the winning British 
team in the 1994 European 
Young Rider s Championships, 
have retained their overnight 
leads in the two senior sections 
of the Chubb Insurance Wind- 
sor International Horse Trials. 

Both suffered the ignominy 
of being eliminated in dressage 
tests in 3995 (Clark at Bad- 
minton and Boon at Burghley) 
but they did everything right on 
Thursday and their scores were 
not bettered when the dressage 
was completed yesterday. 

Boon, who won team and in- 
dividual gold medals in the Eu- 
ropean Young Riders contest of 
1993, leads in the major Chubb 
Insurance section with Blue 
Admiral, whose score of 37.2 
penalties gave him a pleasant 
surprise. “He doesn’t give you 
a stunning feel, but be creates 
a nice picture and tbe judges 
seem to like him,” Boon said of 
the nine-year-old grey gelding. 

Richard Waygood, who is 
equitation warrant officer in 
the Household Cavalry, remains 
in second place on Crackeijack 
m. with Andrew Nicholson, of 
New Zealand, moving into third 
on King Leo. Nicholson, who 
also rides Valhalla IV here, had 
been due to do his dressage with 
King Leo on Thursday - but he 
was allowed to delay his test un- 
til the owners of the horse had 
arrived from America to watch 
him. The eighl-year-old achieved 
the best of yesterday's scores. 


PGA EUROPEAN TOUR SPONSORS IN 
88 . 89 . 90 . 91 , 92 , 93 , 94 , 95 , 96 . 97, 98 
(SORRY IF THESE FIGURES REMIND YOU OF 
ROUNDS YOU’D RATHER FORGET.) 


Voire. Principal sponsor of 8te PSA Ewopean Tour. 

VOURUtMYm CRN BELIEVE BL 
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Eagles tell 
Watson 


to toe line 


Rugby League 


By Dave HadfteM 


DAVE WATSON is having to 
work his way back into favour 
after being left out of Sheffield 
Eagles' first team as a discipli- 
nary measure. 

It fe understood that ^Vhtsoo. 
who has a history of testing his 
various coaches' patience, 
missed a training session last 
week and was left out of the side 
that won at Salford. 

“It’s an internal matter,” 
said the Eagles coach, John 
Kear. “He’s had his wrists 
slapped and I'm confident he 
will now toe the line. If not, he’ll 
be out." 

The New Zealand Interna- 
tiona I, outstanding for Sheffield 
in their Challenge Cup final vic- 
tory three weeks ago, has played 
twice in the reserves and has put 
himself in contention for one of 
the substitute berths against 
Leeds today. 

But, in the continuing ab- 
sence of DIY accident victim 
Mark Aston, Kear is sticking 
with Gareth Stephens and Mar- 
cus Yassflakopoulos - both ex- 
Leeds players - as his starting 
half-backs. TWo other Headin- 
gley old boys, Steve Malloy 
and Darren Tinner, will be on 
the bench, possibly alongside 
Watson. 

Kear, who says that Sheffield 
are confident of keeping their 
prop Dale Laughton despite in- 
terest from Wigan, correctly 
predicted that Leeds would 
beat Wigan last Friday and 
come to the Don Valley as the 
Super League leaders. 

“Like us, they are the right 
sort of team to beat Wigan. 
When the two of us meet, it’s 
an arm-wrestle,” Kear added. 


“Any game against Leeds is 
special for the city of Sheffield 
- more so when they are top of 
the table.” 

It will be special, too, for 
Daryl PoweB, Sheffield's first- 
ever signing who spent 1 1 years 
with the dub and is now one Of 
five former Eagles at Heaffin- 
gley. He starts his first game for 
Leeds today, in place of Marc 
Glanville, who was concussed 
a gainst Wigan. 

“I think m get a good re- 
ception, as I always had a rap- 
port with the fans down there,” 
Powell said. “But when you 
play against old team-mates 
it’s always a bit spicy ” 

Another in the same situa- 
tion is Salford's Josh White, who 
lines up against the London 
Broncos for the first time to- 
morrow. 

White, who moved north 
this winter, has consulted a 
sports psychologist in an at- 
tempt to rediscover his eariy- 
seasonfoim. 

In tomorrow’s other Super 
League fixture, Halifax hope to 
build on last week’s excellent 
win at Bradford when they host 
St Helens, for whom the Great 
Britain hooker, Keiron Cun- 
ningham, makes his first start of 
the season. 

• Salford Reds have signed 
Malcolm Alker on a full-time 
contract until December 2000. 
The 39-year-old hooker, last 
season’s Alliance Player of the 
Year at The Willows, is the top 
try scoter in the reserves this 
season with seven. 

• One of Australia's leading ad- 
ministrators, Shane Richardson, 
has resigned from his job as the 
chief executive at Cronulla and 
is being linked with the bid for 
Super League status at Gates- 
head. 
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Toshiba leads at the restart in Le Rochelle on the last leg of the Whitbread Round the World race yesterday 


Photograph: Give Mason/Allsport 


Drama of last dash keeps Merit on edge 


Ketteridge aims to 
boost medal haul 


THE former Chstieford for- 
ward Martin Ketteridge looks 
to add another medal to his al- 
ready impressive collection 
when his RedhOl side tackle 
Ideal ABI in today’s BNFL 
National Cup final. 

Ketteridge was in the Cas side 
that won the 1986 Challenge 
Cup and was a runner-up when 
the W st Yorkshire outfit lost to 
Wigan in 1992. He was also man 
of the match when the Whddon 

Road dub shocked Wigan to win 

the 1994 Regal Trophy, and he 
is one of Redhfll’s key players for 
the final, which is being staged 
at Featheretone’s Post Office 
Road ground. 

Redhill, who have produced 
Great Britain’s coach, Andy 
Goodway, Daryl Powell and 
Andy Hay in recent years, beat 
holders Ellenborough in the 
semi-final and are favourites to 
lift the Silver Jubilee National 
Cup. 

However, Hull-based Ideal 
ABI have beaten four Nation- 
al Conference rides cn route to 
the final and have the veteran 
half-back pair of Tracy Lazen- 
by and Tfeny Smirk master- 
minding their challenge. 

The replacement forward 
Tonie Carroll scored a last- 
minute try which Darren Lodc- 
yer converted after the final 
siren to give visiting Queensland 
a dramatic 24-23 win over New 


South Wes in the first Aus- 
tralian State of Origin match in 
Sydney yesterday. 

Canoll scored near the posts 
with just 24 seconds left, then 
watched on as Lodcyer, who 
kicked four goals from four at- 
tempts on the night, booted the 
winning conversion to give the 
Maroons a 1-0 lead in the best- 
of-three series. 

Queensland had opened the 
scoring through Kevin Walters 
and had a Steve Renouf try dis- 
allowed for an off-the-baU in- 
fringement. But the Blues 
moved to a 13-6 interval lead af- 
ter Rod Wishart, Tim Brasher 
and Laurie Daley scored tries 
and Andrew Johns lacked a 
long-range field goal. 

Queensland stormed bade 
into the lead with two tries ear- 
ly in the second halt Steven Price 
and the Maroons captain, Allan 
Langer, both scored after op- 
position fumbles to make it 18- 
13. The Blues regained the lead 
shortly afterwards when Brad 
Fittler crossed and Johns made 
his only conversion from five at- 
tempts. They looked to have 
sealed a win when Steve Men- 
zies crossed in the 74th minute. 

But Queensland, who also 
scored a last-minute try to win 
at Sydney in 3 994, cleared the 
ball from their own fine in their 
final set of six tackles before 
Carroll ran in for the winner. 


WE HAVE got a great big 
problem. The final leg of the 
Whitbread, which started yes- 
terday afternoon, we in Merit 
Cup knew would be a hugely, 
tricky 450 miles for us. As if the 
tactical bind we are in was not 
enough, the vagaries of the 
English Channel are a mine- 
field. And the points between 
the boats chasing Paul CayanTs 
EF Language for second place 
are so finely balanced that we 
could be in the silver medal slot 
in Southampton tomorrow or 
we could just as easily be fifth. 

Which is great for all the 
people watching, and we hope 
the Solent wiQ be full of boats, 
not just to mark the end of this 
race, but the end of the Whit- 
bread as they hand over after 25 
years to VdIvo. But we would 
have preferred to he in Cayanf s 


Grant Dalton, skipper of 
Merit Cup, feces some difficult 
tactical decisions on the final 
leg of the Whitbread Race 


position, where things axe sewn 
up. We thought we would be 
comfortable when we were 
leading the last leg across the 
Adamic and had the two boats 
we wanted covered. Innova- 
tion Kvaerner and Swedish 
Match, safely tucked away. 

We knew we were a bit vul- 
nerable being on the southern 
side of the track, but those were 
the two boats we bad to control 
Then the weather arranged 
things so that the north paid in 
spades and Lawrie Smith in Silk 
Cut, joined by John Kostedri in 


Chessie Racing, came roaring 
through. I must have analysed 
my decision a thousand times. 
If I had it to do again. I would 
take the same decision. 

Well done to Paul Stand- 
bridge for winning the leg in 
Toshiba. But his extra points do 
not matter. The danger we are 
facing is from Chessie, who are 
just 10 points behind us, -and 
Silk Cut. The British have a 
rather tougher job as they are 
33pts behind us, which means 
beating us by at least three 
places, maybe four. 


But Smith and his men have 
probably forgotten more than 
we know about the way the 
English Channel works. And 
you can be sure they came out 
of La Rochelle smoking, fired 
up about a final place in the 
record books that will turn 
around the disappointments. 

Which brings me to the 
problems. In theory, my only 
target should be to grab second 
overall from Swedish Match. In 
practice, I have to cover both 
Chessie and Silk Cut to protect 
thud, in theory, I would like the 
wind to be a light, eud-of-May 
south-westerly. In practice, it is 
a north-easterly between eight 
and 15 knots and swinging 
sometimes to north of west 

I would have liked the 
course to have had as many cor- 
ners as possible, that would 


have done us a big favour. We 
haven't got that and it is going 
to be much more straightfor- 
ward. We (fid not . know the 
course, which has been de- 
signed to bring us all into the 
Solent late tomorrow morning, 
until 10 minutes before the 
start. But in midweek the 
weather charts were ruling out 
the option of taking us round 
Wolf Rock. So it is straight to 
the Fairway buoy at Poole and 
then a committee boat wifiteli. 
us if there is a change. . _. 

In the end I am tempted just 
to go out and sail our own race. 
We, too, are pretty fired up. The 
rudder, which a whate took a 
lump out of. is fixed, the sails 
are in good shape, we knowwe 
are the beys with the problem, 
but that’s what racing is all 
about. We can handle it. 


DENNK CONNER looked 

as if he was heading for more 

trouble at the start of tha fi- 
nal leg of the last Whitbread 
Round the World yacht race . 
here yesterday. . • ■ 

HisTbshiba had been first 
into the French Aflaapc port - 
of La Rochelle and. was keen 
to be first out, though that 
privilege was being disputed 
by Strut Rested's Innovatfon 
Kvaerner as the fleet set off 
in a 15-knot north-easterly. 

After a clean getaway, 

Cormer turned Tbshfija roond 

a buoy and straight into the 
turmoil of an mdisriplined, 
and sometimes dangerously 
incompetent, spectator fleet 
numbered in thousands. 

He then appeared to miss 
keeping a smaller, buoy, 
marking an exclusion zone, to 
his right. Kvaerner immedi- 
ately broke out their red flag, 
hailing Toshiba vigorously, 
and the navigator Marcel van 
Triest hurried below to radio 
their complaint . 

If upheld, Co oner -whose 
yacht has been involved in all 
three previous protests in the 
race, losing the lot - feces a 
further points penalty. 

While Paul Cayard could 
already be presented to the 
man who fired' the start can- 
non, the French Prime Minis- 
ter Lionel as the overall 

winner of the Volvo Trophy, 
there was plenty of room fra: 
upset in the next few places. 

Even the second-placed 
Gunnar Krantz’s Swedish 
Match could be under pres- 
sure, while the points Ira* just 
one place on this leg separate 
Grant Dalton, third in Mer- 
it Cup, from George Collins 
in Chessie Racing. The wild 
card is Lawrie Smith in 
Britain’s Silk Cut 

Nail-biring was a&rgoipg 
on among the organisers, . as 
the En glish Ghannel looked 
IDtebeing.calni overnight and 
never better than 10 lpiots of 
wind all the way to the ^finish, 
which could delay the finale. 

Ian Bafley-Wnimot, the 
race director, is hoping for a 
finish up Southampton Water 
between midday .aijfl 2pm 
tomorrow to lie in wittf guest 
invitations and TV coverage- 


Sporting Digest 


Athletics 


A shortage of cash and continUno 
rvnbiems with Moscow's refurtoishea 


problems with Moscow's i 

Luzhniki staeflun have forced tha 
Ffossfeui Federation to caned next 
months Znamensky Memorial meet- 
rift 


Badminton 

THOMAS CUP MEM’S TEAM CHAMPI- 
ONSHIP (Honfl Kong): SwnMtnals: 
liMB^S D e ira crt r Zflteiagtanngnaa 
tea OnaEwe Hock lost toP OriaCtrt*- 
eroan 7-« *>-15; Choati Soon Kit and 
Chomaltai Friofctt JH&tCMmmn and 
it-MiMut-n n 'itona Hock Kn 



Metz's French intern ati onal striker 
Robert PWs saM yesterday he tad 
agreed a seven-year contract with 
Otympkjue Mareeuea Metz are also 
soling thek nridflefcfar Jocelyn Blan- 
chard to Juventus. 


Rugby League 


STATE OF ORIGIN BERKS (Sydney. (Mat 
of threa): Queensland a* New South Wales 
23. 


Frost’s revenge over Danes 


aan and 4 Lanwn «-17 «-«: R Hart*n fct 

Kdonanan «-T8 W »«• 

Indonesia 3 CWna 2 (Indonesian names 
tat) Haryarto Art* bet to Sui An 8-TT 4- 
gT-S; Rtdty SotiuWftaxy M N nafr y bt loi 
YxtfZiana Wn «: HenGsmi tt Luo 
Ytasnfl Mg«;Cm»iWpia/8udiita 


YtaenQ -gS g*; Contes WJaya/Bucferto 
Slot bt ting IfateYri JnhaO «-3 S-6' to- 
dr» Wfea mat w oong Jsng «-l7. 

Baseball 


NATIONAL LEAGUE: Arizona G Florida* 
San ftandac o S Mwattwa i; Houston S 
MonfraatO; Los Aiyata 7 Chicigo Cubt3i 


Phtafefcfta * St Louis 3; Pfflsburan 3 San 
Otago 2: ASanta 2 Goiondo 0; NY Mots S 
Gnome t 


Football 

The former Celtic defender Dartaz 
Wdowczyfc, 35, is returning to Poland 
as player-coach of Potorta VVtanrav af- 
ter behg given a free transfer by Reed- 

mg- 

Middlesbrough are to increase the 
price of season tickets at the Rtar- 
sldg Stadium folowihg p rom otion to 
the Premierahlpi Increases w® range 
up to 16 per cant with the most ex- 
pensive season ticket £*0850. Boro 
had a cUb recant of 29300 season 
tfcfcet hatters far the Rrat OMstan end 
they aheady have a A500 waiting 1st 
forthe Premiership. 

Arsenal have signed the 15-year-otd 
goafcaeper Graham Stack after Bob 
Wteo n. who played In the Gunners: 
1970-71 Double campaign, recom- 
mended him » the ttghtxny staff af- 
ter seeing him at one of his coachkig 
schools. 

Ftorentina^ fanner Arsenal midfield- 
er Stefan Sctaarzhes signed a four- 
year contract with vetenaa. 






Rugby Union 

The South Africa coach Mck Malett, 
w* be given a greater say in the or- 
ganisation ana selection of South 
AMcak Super 12 skfee in future after 
another dismal season fbrtheRe- 
publcfe teams. Three of South Airicak 
teams finished In the bottom four of 
thetabfa 


Badminton 


Alan Solomons was appointed as 
coach of South Afrtcas Western 
Province yesterday. He takes over 
from Harry ViSoen, who recently re- 
signed from the post The 47-year- 
old Solomons agreed to a contract 
cf two-and-e-halfyeers. The contract 
will also allow him to remain as as- 
sistant to South Africa's coach, Wck 
Malett 


Weekend fixture guide 


TODAY 


Football 

30 union stated 
INTERNATIONAL FRIENDLIES 

England v Saudi Arabia . - — — 

(ar Wembley StKSumt 

Rap of Ireland v Htodco 

(tt LandsdoiMW HoaA DubSn) 
coksnbta v Scotland fZOam 8ST Smday) 
(at Giants Sudktm, Now Vbrig 
UM9ER-2T INTSMATIONAL FRIENDty 

Italy « Scottsnd (7 JO) ■ — 

far SO&O Patini. CastBi cfl Sangro) 
TOULON MTBINATICmAL UN0ER-2T 
TOURNAMOfT Rnab Ranee v Aiwntira 


Other sports 

CYCLING: Pndaur Round Britain ran 2S mis 
ttno trW prologue (SWn® 
Boueamurasw wMswttnntiw avsnt 

C0LR>^P6AChanTplQntffo(W a «wcrft t 


Cricket 

Essex have signed the former 
Wo rc es tershire bowler James Brfok- 
iey on a one-year c or ttra ct The 2 a- 
yeer-oW seamer played tor Scatiend 
kt this seasons Benson and Hedges 

Cup grcup matches and hopes to rep- 
resent the ration in the Common- 
weafth Games and next yearSt Warid 


The out-of-contract Ptymouth Argyle 
nadSeUer Mark Saunders has Jarwd 
GBncptem on a free transtar. 

The Resign manag er Dadd Moy as has 
signed a new t2-montii contract with 
the Second Division eki> and b to houe 
theformerNorthEndgooBceeperKei- 
ham CHarion as Mb assraara. 

The former Southampton manager 
Dave Meningt on has resigned as 
chief scout for Wolves after only 15 
months ti the job. The 92-year-old has 
been infeed with the vacant meneg- 


TOMORROW 


TOUHNAIOfT Hnst Rsnco v Argsntir* 

rm. TWnWWrti ptace ptey-cft(5*» y 
Ponogsl gQ (boeiacSl»ds***ol. tbufcvti. 


WOMEN'S WORLD CUP OwUftar: Sad- 
tand V Caen ftapuMe let Cattt&xdsn 
Stadwn Inverness).. 

Rugby League 

JJB SPORTS SUPER LEAGUE: ShsffiMd 
v Leeds (Sta 

Rugby Unton 
SANYO COP 

World XV v Nmcasti* {3.15} — 

UNPER41 INTERNATIONAL 
En g tand v Ranee pZJO) .. ■ ,.i— .... 
(both at TtricksntatU 
ALLIED DUNBAR PREMIERSHIP ONE 
Ptay-ofte Bristol v London Scottish (Uft. 
SWALEC CUP Rnafc EWsr 1 «b v IJandB 
(30) (tit AoMOri GBIS, BrMoQ. 

Speedway 

ELITE LEAGUE: Coventry nBAVIs 
(73$; Eartbairne v pewfcft pSty 
PRasra LEAGUE: Stoke v We of Wight 

cn* 

PREMIER LEAGUE CUP: Served:* New- 
castle PO* 


Football 

NAIKMWI 0 E FOOTBALL LEAGUE 
SECOND DIVIStOH PUWOFF FINAL 

Grtwtay v Noitt ie mpcan pm — 

(WritimtJtay Stadium) 

WOMEWTI WORLD CUP QueSBer Writes 
v Beteta ^SHebeMtiedOKNavsrftMtanN). 

Rugby League 

JJB SPOfCASUPBtLEAGUS: HeMx Vft 
Hefeis QD); London vSafford (3m FMO- 
vtrioic Ombuy v ffocMU* HurataC 
v S^inlon ( 33 C 8 ; v KccHsy PCR; VrtWo- 
tavan v WtikeWdfaq/ Wttas vRatfiar- 
stora ritil Second OfvMon: Barton v 
Brentey (30); Bsitay v LencaeNra Lynx 
QW); Doncaster v Vtax ki ngKxi pCQ: -Marie v 

Sdhom(34 



Goff 

Seve BatiestBros wi compete to the 
Compaq European Grand Prbc which 
starts at Sialey Hal, Northumberland, 
on 11 June. 

PGA COLONIAL (Fort Wbrth, Ttau) 
LMMflng OraNiitmd seonw (US unhwe 
stated): 64 H Fra dr 66 P Btackmer, O 
Duvel J ftxyk. L Woddos. 87 J Carter, R 
Eaks, B Estes. B FabeL S Hoch, J KeAy 
B LtezAa D Martin. R kted&a J SLxnan 
B Tntay. Selected: 71 N Fakto (G3). 
LPGA CORNING CLASSIC (NewYnM 
fading ttnbnuml moona (US untae* 
stated): 67 T Green. SHalodL 68 CWalt- 
bl S Lowe (GBL B 8urtoa 69 H Stacy S 
Redman. A Pal (Ft), J GscUea, K ABmts. 
V OdegartL H Altredsson (Swe). 70 J 
Steptte?Bon (Aus), C Ntarart (SweV 71 
S Uttie (SA). J Lkfoadc (Peru). G Graham 
<Cer4 D CotaOonss par). KttnM (GB). 
Selected: 73 S StrutefcJr (GB) 79H Dob- 
don (GBy 


Sumo 


Hockey 

lers WORLD CUP (UtreeM) Groin B: 
Spain 3 Engteid l 

WOMENS WORLD CUP (U mete) Group 
B: South Koras 5 New Zestand A Group 
A: Garmeny e South Airies S: USA 2 Scot- 
lend i; Aundta 7 CNns l StenAnss at- 



THE former Danish coach 
Morten Frost led his adopted 
team, Malaysia, into the 
Thomas Cup final with a 
thrilling 3-2 victoxy over his for- 
mer employers in Hong Kong 
yesterday. 

Frost, wbo does not hide his 
bitterness over his break-up 
with the Danish team, beamed 
with delight after the lowly- 
ranked Rodin Hashim beat 
Kenneth Jonassen 15-18. 15-5, 
15-8 in the final match. 

A four-times All-England 
champion. Frost said he did not 
have any regrets about Malay- 
sia’s victory. “1 want to win, it 


does not matter who I am 
coaching. Denmark did not 
want me in the first place,” he 
said. “I was very impressed by 
the team’s performance. I am 
confident we will give whoever 
we play in the final a fight but 
we will be the underdogs. We 
can play better than we did to- 
day.” Malaysia will play the 
holders, Indonesia, or China in 
tomorrow’s final 

“I am definitely sure it was 
an advantage for Malaysia to 
have Morten Frosi as coach - 
he knows the Danish players so 
well and could adopt perfect 
tactics,” the Danish manager, 
Henrik Lyngby, said. 


Racing results 


Tennis 


exposition at Burtey, where he has 
been a player and aao a first-team 


rer 2 rounds: 1 AuerieOaSgta 2 Germany 
«pta3Souh**1ca3pta.4USAapts.SScai- 
tand Opts. 6 Crime Opt* 


QUOTES OF 


Rugby Union 

ALLIED DUNBAR PREMIERSHIP ONE 
PteraRK London fcigh V RoOwtWn (30). 

Speedway 

PREMIER LEAGUE CUP: GtaeOOri V New- 
cssiSB (13EJ; Newport v Aim (EH*. 
PREMIER LEAGUE TEAM CHAMP1- 
QNSHPi Nencsstt a Benwe* tr BHurfl 
vGfasgO*{73ty 

Other sports 

CYCLING; Prvttur Round Britan tan tat 
Mage (BB jnleft EtHugri o Nmcasifia 
EQUBIHIAMSM: VHndMrffnfrdsy eett 
GOLF: Veto PGA Chemponshp (Whnhwrt* 
HOIOR RAONG: EH»i Itatag CtirChanv 
pranstfo (OiflonPeria 


• i know it is not good for 
football but ( think tnis team 
wB cirtkafl week. Stephana 
Adam, foe Hearts striker, 
after his side's Scottish Cup 
trial victory over Rangers. 

• The time wB come to de- 
cide on the future of the man- 
ager. but although we have 
had some bad moments this 
season, we made history to- 
day. Lorenzo Sanz, the H$aJ 
Madrid president, offers Bttte 
comfort to JuppHaynctes af- 
ter foe German had steered 
Iss club to their seventh Eu- 
ropean Cup triumph. 

• 1 thought of him the mo- 
ment I scored. Predrag 
Mqstovfc, nsafe goaiscorer 
against Juvaitus, deefcates 


THE WEEK 

+ Bftn not captain M just love 
to be in a winning side. Adam 
HolBoake, Englarxft one-daw 
cricket captain after his sides 
fifth successive Smftad-over 

defeat, agarist South Africa. 
• He’s always berig over- 
token so he anoukf be used 
to looking in his mirrors by 
now. Jacques VHlerwuve af- 


STRASBOURG WOMEN’S OPEN (Fr) 
gu ert e Mfctate : E UOmtaem 
(FLa) KNTauztat (Ff) 6^ 6-2: A Fiaal fFr) 
W A Sugtyame (Japan) 6-2 8-1 Sam UF 
Itet J NBtanMtecuBb (ri) tt 6 tMuvtseva 
(Rm) 6-3 7-a 


TODAY'S 

NUMBER 



BRIGHTON 

2.10: 1. RANDOM KINDNESS (A Mc- 
Gtane) 9-4; 2. My Laamad Friend H-8 Iw; 
3. Opera talTJ-1 Aran. 7>, 1%. (Rbmml 
Ttota: £aiU DF: E230 CSR: £S4& 

ZMt: 1. LA TAVERNETTA (M tbbtaitu 
n-CtocSL StimpowerSter8-l;a Gmyvav 
tt- 2. B ran. Shtrid. 7. (B Maerieri). Tote: 

ram; cm cisa (tea df.- cuza csf; 

CO.79. 

3 . 1 a 1. ORMSHAW (A McGknri »4 fBK 

2. Atisbad Scarlet Defiant a-ienn. 
IV*. 3’k (H Cadi, trite: E280; Ei3a Etta 
(tea DF: E3Att CSF: £7Sa The; C&7Q 
3^0: t. MfSKM HaOHTS (N Q*ei) 5-1 ; 
2 OiA Una *-1 tar. 3. IndRnalkM 7-t 12 
•WL V/a M-tia (K Btehex Trite; craa CZfla 
Ct3a E210 DF: C130a CSF: E22JI Trtaiflt 
cosea Trio: Ctrea NFL Oder G«l 

Alft 1. 1 CRIED FOR you (R taoheti 
7-4 fat; 2. BdGfnmrth Bafia M; a. Bfer- 
nayrertt 14-19 ran. V- (R Hannan v Tote: 
£230; craa CUa oea OF: CSF: 

cam THcaee Eases tmo: foa«a ret Ma- 


230: t.BAFFW BAY (W Ryan) 4-8 fair; 
2 Borabaatic 0-8; 3. A3 Maria Up -6-2. 2 
ran. 3 1 /*. dtaL (H Cecf^ trite: Etaa DF: E12a 
CSF-'flM 

44)0: x FIVE WAYS FUfER (J F Egon) 
3-1; 2 Ctaaam «-i; 3.'My Matfrara 
Dream Wri*. 6-5 far MerrmsFG IBM. 
Nh. 2% (P Evans), trite: £4^0; £2x», fiLTa 
DFr£334a CSF: £4461 
C30: 1 . STAR CRYSTAL (W Ftysn) 8-1; 
2. SMntad 44 fav; 3.Echaea MuelcateS-L 
Ota cm 

□F: E47a ca=: cnoa ' 

BMh 1. GREAT DANE (W Ryari) 4-7fav; 
2. Waat-A-MInuta 4-1; 3. vagabond 
CjwrtWMi G-L Bren. 0,2 tHCad).Hila: 

£140: Cua caea OF; £28G CSF; E33G 
3adkpot:Nd won. Port of BARMfio carried , 
forwent to Haydock today: 

Ptacapot E38320. Quadpot EtzaflQ 
Ptefca 8: £28866 Pteea 5: E923& 


J van Hen* 
B); YKAFEL- 


tBr blamriQ Ffcardo Basset far 
their accident during practice 
for Formula One^ at Monaco 
Grand Prix. 

• He should only send in Ws 
tetter requesting his rate- 
statement as an amateur with 
his death ce rtific a te . A PGA 
official offers no way back 
from professional golf for 
Derek Lawrenson after he 
won a £188000 LamborghW 
for a hoie-in-hote. 


foe victory to his three-year- 
old son who has leukaemia. 


The number of goals 
scored from free-kicks by 
the S&o Paulo goalkeep- 
er, Bogerio Ceni, this sea- 
son. Cenfls goal gave his 
team foe lead in their 2-2 
draw with Botofogo at the 
weekend Free-kick taking 

has become fashionable 
among South American 
goalkeepers, with Jose 
Uis CMavart of Paraguay 
the leading exponent 


N (Hurt |0)vqusH)er- A Cetera* 
r M CHANG tUS (tt); A CORREUA 


(H ) vKA fatrt aferi: S Leronu (Can) v P 
RAFTCRjAus) M); G KierrEN » (Ert) 

oAf&ffapia 

Women: M HMG6 (Swft) (1) v M A 
Sanchez LoranaJSp);E (^ted (Mone- 
co)vN WUZlArffri ranSPHLEAfftan) 


4 Ml 1 . OTEP ON DEGAS (D Sweeney) 
20.1 : 2. AnokMo G- 1 ; 3. Cwd MBs Fritite 
1 M; 4 . Jutetefanue 7 .U 7 iaL 5 -t favHte- 

CSft cattft TH*t £362363 THo: Him. 
PtorapptraA^ Oupdpoe £1500 
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s Rupert Cornwell 

"} °ri the community 
j club aiming to rejoin 
j the upper class in 
jl^onda/s play-off 


passion stirs Charlton's happy family 


. J 
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. FOR Peter \^mey, Chariton Ath- 
i "letic season ticket holder stnry l ogn 
,1 threat hour came one s^ 
j midweek night in 1974. Rochdale 
j were the visitors, Chariton were in 

- ■■ to* Division, 

{ and 3,000 wretched souls were scat- 

- %tered around the crumbling, deso- 
[ fate expanse^ of The VUley. Back in 
{ *538, a record 75,031 had fflJed the 
; old place fora game, but spirituai- 
! ty “d physically, the dub that grew 
. . from the bowels of south-east Lon- 
; don to be home to footballing gods 
Iflre Sam Bartram, Jimmy Seed and 
i Eddie Firojani, was dying, 
i A decade later Chariton went 
■ bankrupt, and almost out of otis- 
: In t985 they left the Valley. 

; The ground turned into an areheo- 
i logical site;' a sporting Pompeii a 
; stone's throw from the Woolwich 
! Ferry* lost beneath a jungle of weeds. 
Long years of exile followed, first 
1 a* Selhunst Park and then at Upton 
■JLPark. A generation of supporters 
t»vere lost, without even the guaran- 
; tee the dub would ever return' to 
< SE7, as Greenwich Council reject- 
j ed the redevelopment plan put for- 
ward by the club’s new owners. 

Tbday Vfemey is Charlton's man. 
aging director. And if his club defeat 
■Sunderland in the First Division 
; play-off final on Monday, the Addkis 
-a nickname said to derive from a 
: local fishmonger's habit of giving the 
players free haddock and chips whpm 
they won - could be in the Premier- 
ship. One of the true fairy-tales of 
modem football would be complete. 

For the fairy-tale's origins, look to 
^£c improbable setting of the Green- 
‘wk±i borough elections of 1990 when, 
as surely never before or since in the 
history ofttris island, football became 
• politics. Exasperated and despairirg, 
the fans fomid the VkHey party with 
the sole pl atform of bringing Chari- 
ton home.Sfron 15,000 votes, twice 
as many as the liberal Democrats. 
LabourParty HQ over at Walworth 
Road SE1 said enough was enough, 

- p lanning permission was granted, 
and a cosy new Valley was built 
where th&tflB'bne had stood. On 5 
December, 1992, the Addicks were 
b^ck and 8,000 watched as tbeybeat . 
Portsmouth l^ItwasTMtthegreat- 
est garoe^fcrfijpLd men wept like chil- 
dren. The chib had walked through 
the valley of death, and had been 
saved by its supporters. It owed 
them, and it knew it 

. “This dub is for the fans. . .” The 

phrase trips ;'6ff the average football 
^^iirector’s fongue^ with the same ease 




that he jacks lip season ticket prices. 
In Chariton’s case, ic happens to be 
true. What other did? has a board 
mendief 'dibsen by, '2nd representing 
the fans? At what other dub would 
you find the chairman - Martin Si- 
mon, a retired oil executive who lives 
a couple of miles away in Blackhealh 
-*■ dropping by to hand our leaflets 
about Wembley to supporters queu- 
ing for play-off final tickets? 

The quarrels with Greenwich are 


. hot even amemazy- Chib and borough 
jointly operate initiatives against 
racism, pew local schools are without 
ihOT Branch of fee “Junior Reds"‘- 
en titling members, among other 
things, to attend home games for £1. 
If they can play abit as well, they join 
Chariton’s youth scheme and “schools 
of excellence” from which more than 
one first-teamer has graduated. 

Much of the finance comes from 
the “Vfclky Gold" scheme, where the 


Changing seasons: 
1956 (above): A packed 
Valley watches as Ar- 
senals Doug Lishriian 
attempts to prise 
open the Chariton de- 
fence. 

1988 (left): The crowds 
have long gone as 
weeds take over a de- 
caying and deserted 
ground. 

1998 (right): Boom time 
as building work re- 
flects the renaissance of 
the did> saved by its' 
supporters. 

Photographs Allsport and 
Robert Hal lam 


supporters contribute £10 a month, 
in return for priority in booking tick- 
ets and discounts at the dub shop. 
2,000 fans have signed up: meaning 
£250,000 a year for .the search for 
homegrown stars. The one blemish 
on foe happy families image has been 
drugs - five players have tested pos- 
itive in four yeprs, the last of them 
Jamie Stuart, the former England 
Under-21 player, was sacked in De- 
cember after admitting using cocaine. 



'Otherwise, careful husbandry 
rules. There are somebiggish names; 
gpalpoacher Clive- Mendonca,- the 
nimble Mark Kinsella and, roost late- 
ly, the YugosJ av-Australian goal- 
keeper Sasa flic, once of Partizan 
Belgrade, but who a year ago was 
playing for the Sussex side St 
Leonards while completiz^ a law de- 
gree at university. Now, with nine 
s u ccessive dean sheets, Hie is putting 
even Bartram in the shade. But 


, Charlton's true pedigree remains 
south London -'gritty, matey and 
- street-smart, a team wfceiethe whole' 
is'far greater than the sum of its pans. 
Small wonder that in Alan Cur- 
bishley, the dub has a manager half 
the Premiership would kill for. 

Financially too, Charlton is in pru- 
dent bands. “At Christmas the fans 
were screaming for us to buy another 
striker," Varney recalls, “but we 
said, only when there’s money to cov- 


er it- We did spend £lm on players 

• just before the transfer deadline, but 
we covered it through the issue of 
new stock.” And these days, there's 

* n o shortage of bttyers. A fortnight 
ago Chariton scares stood at 50p; this 
week they were bid at 73p- The prox- 
imity of the Premiership and £5.1m 
of guaranteed TV revenues is one 
reason. But, Varney believes, not the 
only one. “Something strange has 
happened over the last 12 months. 
What we are seeing is the regener- 
ation of a massive dub.” 

Massive? Not quite the adjective 
that springs to mind when you sur- 
vey today’s tidy little ground hold- 
ing barely 15,000, tucked into what 
was once a chdk pit cut from the hill- 
side running down to the Tha m es, 
invisible almost until you reach the 

very turnstiles. Bat the dub has a vast 

catchment area, stretching from 
London across Kent and Sussex: the 
Hastings supporters dub alone are 
sending eight busloads to Wembley 
on Monday. A Chariton established 
in the Premiership could command 
huge support. There are plans for 
that too: whatever happens on Mon- 
day, an upper deck is going on the 
Wsst stand, lifting capacity to 20,000. 
Fffliog in the comers would take it 
up to 28,000, and Varney talks seri- 
ously of a 40,000-seat \feHey. 

But can Charlton succeed where 
Bolton, Barnsley and Palace foiled in 
1997, and put down Premiership 
roots? “It’s not going to be easy and 
well have to strengthen the team,” 
Vfcmey admits. “We’re going to be 
- carefuL We’D follow the roufo of 
Leicester and Derty and you won’t see 
‘Carios4rick-a-bair types coming to 
Charlton. But the hinds wiD be there.” 

But this 21st century Charlton, is 
on the other side of the rainbow. In 
between comes the small matter of 
90 minutes against Sunderland. For 
Curbishley, a former player for the 
dub, whose blood runs Charlton red. 
“this is the biggest game of my ca- 
reer. 1 was brought up on legends - 
Bartram, Seed, 70,000 gates and the 
FA Cup win of 1947. But now peo- 
ple are talking of the new Charlton 
in its own right. In terms of money 
and in terms of the future, this 
game is bigger than the Cup final." 

For the fans, whatever the result, 
Wembley will be a celebration, at- 
tended by the biggest gathering of 
Addicks addicts since the 44,094 at 
the FA Cup fourth-round tie with 
Everton at the Valley in 1959. 

“The goodwill of the country is 
on our side,” Grrbishley believes. On 
" Wfearsidetheyiiiay beg to differ. But' 
in Ihe harsh, business-driven culture 
of contemporary football, Chariton 
right now are the good guys. 

Win or lose, a dvic reception will 
be held at Woolwich Town Hall on 
Tbesday. At most other places, they 
wouQd.be downing smoked salmon. 
Knowing Charlton, it wiD be haddock 
and chips. 
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Atkins happy as underdog I Seagulls stuck with the Visivoth factor 

THE Northampton Towu man- Grimsby team, who have al- the twin towers determined to iJVVIVIX ▼▼11*11 VI IV ▼ UlCVUI I UV* tw I 

j - 1- - i .-i i c — .. #1.:. 



THE Northampton Town man- 
ager, Ian Atkins, has taken a leaf 
out of Alex Ferguson’s book of 
mind games in the build-up to 
tomorrow’s Nationwide League 
Second Division play-off final. 

Atkins used the kind of psy- 
chological warfare the Man- 
chester United manager is 
famed for when be claimed his 
side are “massive underdogs" 
going mio the match against 
Grimsby Town. This is.despite 
the feet that Northampton fin- 
ished fourth in the table, just 
one jriace and one point below 
the Mariners. 

- Atkins feds Northampton 
have upset the odds to reach 
Wembley again just 12 months 
after .they .won promotion by 
beating Swansea in the Third 
Mvson playoff finaLHe main- 
tains the Cobblers are small fry 
compared to; Alan Buckley’s 


Grimsby team, who have al- 
ready won at Wembley this 
season in the Auto Windscreens 
Shield final. 

“It’s brilliant to be back at 
Wembley, but we’re massive un- 
derdogs,” Atkins said. “We’ve 
been viewed as underdogs all 
season even though we Ye been 
in the top six for most cf the time. 

“Every one expected us to 
be relegated straight track to the 
Third Division after coming up 
last season. But we’ve done it 
again without spending a fortune 
on wages or transfer fees." 

It is 31 years since North- 
ampton were as for up the 
Teague as the old Second Divi- 
sfon andv even though Atkins' 
side are possibly 90 minutes 
from ending that exile, he 
claims all the pressure is on 
Grimsby to win. He says the 
Cobblers will run out beneath 


the twin towers determined to 
enjoy themselves. 

“We feel there’s no pressure 
on us and we’re just delighted 
to be back again," he said 
“Grimsby are favourites be^ 
cause they finished third and re- 
ally we're going there to enjoy 
the day. It’s a wonderful op- 
portunity to play In the First Di- 
vision, but I don’t think it will 
be a huge disappointment if we 
lose because nobody expected 
us to get this for.” 

Northampton, whose Six- 
fields ground holds only 7,653, 
will be cheered on at Wembley 
by a massive travelling band of 
40,000 supporters as play-off 
fever has swept the town for the 
second successive year. Atkins 
reported no fresh injury worries, 
although they will again be 
without the long-term casualties 
Roy Hunter and Sean Parrish. 


Wat^s cast as poor relations 




WALES wifi upveil two new me 
ter natitmak tets next week to 
undedxoe tfes stark oontrasls be- 
tween the rich and poor of in- 
teraktfoiialjbotbalL 

Just days: after England an- 
nounced a flew £50m five-year 
link-up with Umbro, Wales will 


— , — t, — 

a deal witirthe Italian compa- 
. ny, Lotto, that nets them less 
^ than flmowcr four years. ■ 

. A newtetf first-choice shirt, 
phis a “daffodil yellow” away 
. stripy wffl.be revealed at the 


Chester. . 

The FootbaH Association of 


said- “We are half-way through 
a four-year deal with Lotto and 
thkfe riiftfiTtalphang fi<tfkif.Vife 
cannot matrix the sort of mon- 
ey that Fngftmff ran {Rill in, 
"ftanfcty iTs hard to get 
companies interested in coun- 


^biesfctto'ai»xfewnxfl thelOOs 
“ in thtwrffhFranJdngs, which is 
why we object so modi to the 
way feat Hfsixst is calculated 


because it has a knock-on effect 
on many things.” 

Whies have been with Um- 
bro, Adidas and Admiral in the 
past and are already actively 
looking for a new deal for the 
future. They are even consid- 
ering the policy followed by 
Leicester City of marketing 
their own kit after the Lotto 
deal runs out. 

Whies have derided to aban- 
don their all-green second kit 
because the players had the 
same problem as Manchester 
Hmted discovered with their in- 
famous grey kit in a match at 
Southampton a couple of years 
ago - they could not see their 
colleagues property- 

It was going to be worn last 
year in the World Cap match in 
Eindhoven against the Nether- 
lands, but a late decision was 
made to change to a white kit 
that nigh t-, and Whies stffl lost 

7-1. . 

Kflmamodt were edebraung 


confirmed as Scotland’s fourth 


representatives in Europe nest 
season. The Rugby Park outfit, 
who finished fourth in the Bell’s 
Premier Division, received rat- 
ification from the Scottish Rot- 
ball Association that they will 
be one cf its two representatives 
in. the Uefa Cup, alongside 
Rangers. 

Bobby ’Wflliamson’s side wiS . 
be striving to better last year’s 
European run, when they wear 
out to' the French side Nice af- 
ter overcoming the Irish part- 
timers Shelboume in the 
preliminary round of fee Cfep-. 
Warners' Cap. 

■ Kilmarnock's secretary, 
Kevin CoQins, said: “It's a sign 
of the dub’s progress. Wte’re 
now looking forward to our sixth 
consecutive year m the Premier 
Division and the fans are obvi- 
ously very excited by the 
prospect of playing in the Uefe 

Cup- 

“To qualify for it Bprobabfv 
a better achievement than 

reaching tbeC^W^rmere' Grp 

last year.” 


IF YOU supposed that football 
had finally shaved the grizzle 
off its chin, retrieved its civvies 
and checked out of rehab, 
ready for its reintroduction to 
the community, then consider 
this. Ronen Jfelan, a lecturer 
at Sussex University, is prepar- 
ing to seQ bis house and uproot 
his family as the result of a pro- 
posed development at the bot- 
tom of his road in With dean, 
a suburb of Brighton. He 
claimed, with such grim con- 
viction that you can only be- 
lieve him, that “if I lose 
£30,000, HI be happy." 

The anticipated blot on his 
landscape is not a germ war- 
fare research laboratory, or a 
nudear power station. It is pro- 
fessorial football, or at any rate 
the approximation of it which 
is played by Brighton & Hove 
Albion, the nomads of the 
Nationwide League. The dub 
who hare endured a miserable 
year of erikrin Gillingham, 75 
miles away from their sup- 
porters, have applied to use 
Wilhdean Stadium, an athlet- 
ics track owned by the local 
council, as a temporary base 
for the next three seasons. 
Almost 4QC000 people have 
signed a petition begging the 
council to give the plan official 
approval. Only the still more 
desperate problems of Don- 
caster Rovers kept Brighton in 
the League last season, and 
there is a belief that Wilhdean 
offers the team not simply 
their oofy hope of serious 
progress, but perhaps their 
best chance to i avoid extinction- 
in the immediate area of 
the stadium, however, the. 
mood is rather different. There 
is fear and loathing in leafy 
suburbia. And there is also 
SWEAE which stands for Save 
Wkbdean Environment Action 
Team, a irastify formed pres- 
sure group which opposes the 
move. To discass the issue 


Brighton's life as the nomads of the Football League is not 
guaranteed to have a happy ending. Greg Wood reports 


with its members is to realise 
that for all the confident swag- 
ger about modern British foot- 
ball, there are still plenty of 
people for whom “football 
fen" is a synonym of Visigoth. 

There are, of course, some 
genuine and reasonable con- 
cerns, particularly with regard 
to the extra traffic which may 
be attracted to the area on 
match days. There are also un- 
derstandable fears that, since 
no firm plans are in place for 
anew, permanent home for the 
Seagulls, the arrangement may 
not be as temporary as is 
claimed. Others, meanwhile, 
point oat that while Brighton’s 
itinerant status is unfortunate, 
it is a problem of their own 
making, since Bill Archer, the 


former chairman, sold their old 
home at the Goldstone 
Ground without first arranging 
a long-term alternative. It is not 
just the locals, but also many 
Brighton fens, who worry that 
Archer, while no longer in 
control, remains the club's 
largest individual shareholder. 

Yet still it is hard to credit 
the extent to which many With- 
dean residents dread the pos- 
sible arrival of a football team 
in their midst One leaflet 
which circulated in the area 
warned that fans would be 
“urinating in front gardens”. 
There is talk of “inevitable” 
fights between supporters, of 
a community which "“will break 
up because we will all move 
away from here." 


It is an apocalyptic vision, 
but not one which is shared by 
the residents of another quiet 
tidy middle-class residential- 
area barely two miles distant 
Where the Goldstone Ground 
stood for almost 100 years, a 
retail park is nearing comple- 
tion. Tbys “R’ Us and a Burg- 
er King Drive-Thru wiD occupy 
the land which race hosted Ar- 
senal and Manchester United. 

There may be some locals 
who were glad to see the back 
of the Goldstone, but if so, they 
were not at home on Monday 
morning. Among those who 
were, (here seemed to be com- 
plete unanimity that living 
next door to the Seagulls had 
never caused any problems. 
Muriel Cater lived just a few 



The Withdean athletics stadium in Brighton: The proposed new home of Brighton & 
Hove Albion Football Club Photograph; Andrew Hasson 


yards from the entrance to the 
old North Stand for 65 years. 
“It was never any trouble,” die 
said, “in fact, it was very pleas- 
ant to have around." 

A couple of doors further 
down the street, Mark Wilkins 
remembered that “the old lady 
who lived next door wasn't a 
football fen, but she used to 
love sitting in her window on 
match days, watching the peo- 
ple go past- The people in 
Withdean talk about having 
gardens smashed up and 
fences pulled down, but we 
never had any of it" 

The man who is trying to 
persuade the residents of 
Withdean that their fears are 
groundless is Nick Rowe, 
Brighton's general manager. If 
the move is approved (12 June 
is likely lobe decision day), he 
expects that most, if not all. of 
the 5,400 home supporters 
that can be accommodated at 
the stadium will be season- 
ticket holders. 

“It wiD be almost like a con- 
tract,” he said. “People will be 
asked to sign a code of conduct, 
asking them to respect the 
vicinity of the ground and the 
immediate neighbourhood at 
Withdean, and to use public 
transport of park-and-ride 
schemes to travel to the 
ground. 

“If they transgress, their 
tickets will be suspended, but 
our fans are so desperate to 
have us back that I know they 
w HI meticulously observe the 
rales." 

For all his efforts, many 
Withdean residents remain 
unconvinced, and similar prej- 
udice would no doubt be ex- 
posed tty an equivalent 
proposal in many parts of the 

country. Football may ap- 
proach the millenn ium gp_ 
parent good health but, for 
some, it will be stuck in the 
1970s forever. 
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Time for England veil to be li 
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By Glenn Moore 
Football Correspondent 

THE veil goes up on Glenn 
Hoddle’s World Cup prepara- 
tions today as he begins the fi- 
nal phase of England’s 
build-up. This afternoon, at 
Wembley, Hod die should field 
the core of the team he wants 
to start the finals against 
Tunisia in Marseilles on 15 
June, together with a number 
of playera who either have to 
prove their fitness or need 
matches to regain rL 

Coining into both categories 
is Paul Gascoigne who, having 
nearly skewered himself with a 


series of Anther indiscretions, 

will, as so often, be the centre of 
attention. Darren Anderton will 
not be far behind, but Jamie 
Redknapp will not be in con- 
tention. He withdrew from the 
squad yesterday with a knee in- 
jury. Redknapp added that he 
bad been invited to travel with 

the England party to the finals 

by Hoddle. 

The World Cup 22 will be 
named on 2 June and, with the 

likes of Gianfranco Zola, David 
Ginola and Jmrinho already set 
to miss out on /7araa? Pff, few are 
taking a place for granted. With 
Ian Wight, Les ferdinand and 
Tim Flowers also needing match- 


Back on 
a wing 
and a 
prayer 

For the Spur nicknamed 'Sick Note’ the 
season is just beginning. Clive White on 
Darren Anderton's fight to be in France 


WHATEVER tactical differ- 
ences Glenn Hoddle and his 
predecessor as England coach 
Terry Venables may have, the 
two men seemingly agreed on 
one thing : a fit Darren Ander- 
ton is crucial to England's in- 
ternational success. 

There is a feeling oldfja vu 
about the Ibttenham's mid- 
fielder’s call up which could get 
quite spooky should he be se- 
lected for today’s match against 
Saudi Arabia and score. Ttoo 
years ago, just prior to Euro *96, 
he was also coming back form 
injury, on that occasion straight 
from a seven month lay-off, 
when Venables, as Hoddle has 
done now, selected him de- 
spite his inactivity. Anderton 


scored in the """" — 

friendly agamst vVe have given 

Hungary and , . ° 

went on to fig- Him SOUK? t6StS 

?»£*£ and he’s flying. 
tSftSt" He’s always on 
»■!• his toes and 

derton has yet 

CO play for that tEKBS SOfTie aess provided a 
Hoddle, his , . , distracting 

England debut OOlflg — 

Glenn Hoddle 


was Venables' 
first game in 

charge. That 

was against Denmark at Wem- 
bley in 1994, when the young 
Spur produced, in the words of 
Ossie Ardiles, the then Totten- 
ham manager “the most im- 
pressive international debut I 
have ever seen”. 

The former Portsmouth 
player, of course, had been 
signed by Venables when he was 
manager at White Hart Lane, 
for what now seems a paltry 
£1.75m. “He makes goals, he 
scores goals and his all-round 
contribution is excellent,” Ven- 
ables once said. “From the first 
time I saw Darren I thought he 
had the potential to be an out- 
standing international player.” 

Now, as then, there has been 
accusations agamst the England 
management of a bias towards 
Spurs players which can not 
make Anderton's return to the 


sideshow to Tot- 
tenham's strug- 
gles last season. 

Eventually 

he persuaded Gross to allow 
him to play in the last two 
games - “I couldn't expect 
Glenn to pick me on my per- 
formances for the reserves” - 
and fortunately for Anderton it 
was enough to persuade Hod- 
dle that he was not a lost cause. 

Indeed, the former Spurs 
faith in the player has put some 
Paxton Road end diehards to 
shame. "You’ll always get a 
few who think your hearts not 
in it," Anderton said. “It’s hurt- 
ful, because though Tottenham 
have been very good to to me 
I think I've also been good to 
Ibttcnham. When 1 got the op- 
portunity to go to Manchester 
United l stayed when everyone 
else went on their way.” 

With the injuries be has had 
- four hernia and one groin op- 
erations - it is as well that he is 


es, and the likes of Rio Ferdi- 
nand, Rob Lee, Dion Dublin and 
PhD Neville still with much to 
prove, the team-sheet could be 
as interesting as the match. 

That should be a one-sided 
affair. Saudi Arabia did draw 
with England in Riyadh 10 years 
ago and have just qualified for 
their second successive Wbrld 
Cup,- but they are not a strong 
side. The Riyadh match was 
against a disjointed England 
team, featuring fire debutants, 
during a low period of Bobby 
Robson’s management. It did 
include Tony Adams, who 
scored, and David Seaman, who 
made a disappointing debut, but 


.Wembley, prior to a World Cup, 
should be a different matter. 
The Saudis’ wann-up pro- 


undistinguished displays in- 
cluding narrow wins over 
Namibia and Australia, a draw 
with Iceland, 3-0 home defeats 
to Germany and Razfl and a 5-0 
drubbing, also in Riyadh, by 
Mexico. That match, in the In- 
tercontinental Cup in Decem- 
ber, was the last before Carlos 
Parreira, who coached Brazil to 
victory in the last World Cup, 
took over on a £2m contract 
As that deal illustrates, even 
the Premiership is penurious 
compared to the oil-rich king- 


dom and it is this wealth which 
has raised doubts about the fix- 
ture’s arrangement 

The official line is that the 
ftuirifo, having a similar style to- 
TUnlsia, are ideal opponents. 
However. England fly to the 
Mediterranean on Monday to 
play Morocco, who are even 
more similar to their north 
African neighbours, ‘ on 
Wednesday. This would appear 
to make the Saudi match, al- 
ready unlikely to tell us much 
about the -England players’ 
form and international capa- 
bility, even less worthwhile. ' 

Since England are not short 
of requests for Wembley friend- 


lies the fixture has given rise to 
a number of rumours, most no- 
tably that it was arranged at the 

request, oral least the prompt- 
ing, of the Government New 
Labour has been very helpful 
over the World Cop 2006 bid. 
It is also eager to maintain the 
valuable but sensitive relation- 
ship with Saudi Arabia. 

This suggestion has been 
1 categorically denied by the Rxrt- 
ball Association and it is true 
that the fixture was arranged be- 
fore the Moiooco one, and that 
there is a precedent for having 
an undemanding friendly before 
a major tournament - a Hong 
Kong Select XI and oon-League 


international fold any easier. 
Matt Le Ussier, for one, must 
be wondering wbat he did 
wrong, most pertinently in last 
month’s B international against 
Russia when he and Anderton 
both pulled on their first Eng- 
land durt in a long while and the 
Southampton player weighed in 
with a hat-trick yet failed to 
make Hoddle’s squad of 30. 

Certainly Hoddle has given 
the player with the unfortunate 
sobriquet of “Sick Note” - kind- 
ly bestowed on him by former 
Pompey team-mate Lee Gosling 
- every chance to attain foil fit- 
ness. Even Anderton conceded 
that he was “a littlebit surprised” 
by the call-up, adding some- 
what tartly, “considering that 
four weeks agol 
couldn't get in 
the Tottenham 
team.” Like Les- 
Ferdinand, his 
run-ins with the 
Spurs coach, 
Christian Gross, 
over the thorny 
question of fit- 



Tottenham’s Darren Anderton: Back to fitness and back in the England fold 


the naturally fit type, which 
may have something to do with 
the fad that he was a cross coun- 
try champion for Hampshire us 
a boy. “We've given him some 
real tests and he's flying.” said 
Hoddle. Him and Rio [Ferdi- 
nand] came through a couple of 
runs with the other boys and 
they looked the strongest. Dar- 
ren doesn't stand still, even in 
the vigfat-a-sidesand kecp-haJJ 
sessions. He’s always on his toes 
and I tell yon that takes some 
doing." 

He has not had the best of 
luck with some of his operations, 
describing himself as a guinea 


pig on one occasion. “There will 
be times after a game when 1 
would feeJ stiff but J didn't 
warn to say anything otherwise 
Td he slaughtered.” he said. “It’s 
not nice, all I wanted to do was 
play. The worse limes were 
when 1 was coming back in fit- 
ness and doing okay only lu suf- 
fer little breakdowns. But I 
never wrote off my chances of 
making the World Cup." 

Still coltish looking despite 
his 26 years, he is now confident 
that he has fully recovered, but 
while the season may just be 
starting for him. just as it was 
two years ago, he accepts that 


it could all be over in a week if 
he does not make the final 22. 
But, while according to him he 
is thrashing the ball about with 
gustn in training. Hoddle has 
delected a certain tenlativncss 
in his play. 

“He's happy to do the sim- 
ple thing>; at the moment, which 
is what happens when you've 
been out for a long time.” Hud- 
dle said. “Your first thought is 
whether the injuiy is going to go 
again. You don't concentrate on 
what you're trying to achieve 
with the hall. He’s not back to 
his veiy, very best hut he can be- 
come that. He needs a run-out 


Photograph: Brendan Monks 

over the next three games. He 
needs a match tempo.” 

His former Spurs team- 
mat e, Teddy Shcringham, for 
one would welcome the service 
of a player whom he once de- 
scribed as the best crosscr in the 
Premiership. But Anderton 
nowadays regards himself, as 
Hoddle probably does, as more 
of a playmaker than an out-and- 
out winger. "When I was a kid 
1 always played central midfield 
anyway," he said. “Glenn Hod- 
dle was one of my favourite 
players." 

The feelings look as though 
they could be mutual. 


Aylesbury have - been previous 
opponents.' 

Nevertheless, it appears a 
special visit Opposing delega- 
tions are usually tinted to a pr^ 

j jintch lunch at a West End 
hotel. The Saudiswere instead 

guests at the Guildhall, the CSy 

of London’s most prestigious 
venue, last night- Tonight they 
host a reciprocal functional the 
Dorchester. No doubt further 
trade negotiations, following a 
recently concluded £20bn arms . 
deal, will be facilitated. 

Coincidentally, 12 houis be- 
fore the Saudi team flew into 
Heathrow on Thursday, the 
two British nurses, who have 


been released early from thwr - 
prison sentences ia a Saudi 

jail, arrived at Gatwick. 
a »>■ ■ ■ i Vh* did want t 


tun* none of this should trouble 
Hoddle -with Gascoigne, faith , 
healers and marketing rows he 
has enough diplomatic prob- . 

ferns with fbofoafl. A side issue 


IS now EUgiauM * 7 . 

Paul Durian’s refeeiMtutom, 

but the main, thing fefte result * 
and performance. Ftir a number 1 
of reasons the convincing vfeto- 
jy England are very capable of 
would be very welcome. 
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Parreira revels 
in mind game 
against Hoddle 

Adam Szreter meets the Saudi coach who 
quit at the top with Brazil to do it his way $ 


FOR Glenn Hoddle the World 
Cup is, apart from anything else, 
an opportunity to pit his rela- 
tively youthful managerial wits 
against some of the best in the 
business. While England’s sup- 
porters, and Hoddle himself, 
will ultimately only be con- 
cerned with the results, for the 
coach it is also a chance to put 
hi* footballing philosophy and 
theories to the test against peo- 
ple like Berti Vbgts of Germany, 
Aim£ Jacquet of France, Cesare 
Maldini of Italy and Mario Za- 
gallo of Brazfl. 

Hoddle should get a taste of 
things to come this afternoon, 
when England play Saudi Ara- 
bia at Wembley. It is a game 
England are expected to win 
comfortably, despite the Saud- 
is’ impressive showing at USA 
V4 when they beat Belgium and 
Morocco on their way to the 
second round. Hoddle’s oppo- 
site number today may be a rel- 
atively recent appointment, but 
he happens to be the man who 
coached Brazil to the Wodd 
Cup four years ago, With Za- 
galio as his No Z ’ " ■" 

Carlos Alberto Parreira nev- 
er received the sort of acclaim 
for his achievement that ZagaBo 
enjoyed when his first Brazilian 
side, featuring Pde at foe height 
of his powers, won the 1970 
World Cup in Mexico. The 
1994 vintage was successful, 
but it failed to grab the public’s 
imagination long before a par- 
ticularly drab final against Italy 
which Brazfl eventually won 
on penalties. After 24 years of 
glorious failure, F&rreira had de- 
livered what his fellow coun- 
trymen wanted most of all, yet 
it was still deemed not enough 
and, not surprisingly, he quit. “It 
was a personal ejection,” be ex- 
plained to an eager audience af- 
ter steering his present charges 
through their practice routine 
at Wtmbley on Thursday night 

"Three years and a half with 
the Brazilian team is too much, 
especially when they were not 
winning since 24 years. The 
pressure was so big, I would say 
it was not human to be there. I 
suffered a lot inside. I was 
strong enough to resist the pres- 
sure and do it my way, and it 
would not have changed" over the 
next four years so I said, ‘why?’ 

"This is just sport, it’s not life 
or death, it’s just soccer, so it was 
a very conscious decision' and 
I've had no regrets at alL I was 
honoured to be invited back by 
Saudi Arabia, they are a very 
proud team and the World Cup 
is the big stage for coaches and 
players. If you are with Brazil 


or England or Saudi Arabia it’s 
the competition.” .* 

In stark contrast to bis iT. 
lustrious namesake Carlos AI- ~ 
berto who captained the 1970 ■ 
side, Parreira never played pro- ; 
fessionally. He began coaching 
in Ghana before taking Kuwait / 
to the 1982 World Cup finals. 

The following year he took 
over the Brazilian national side 
but lasted less than a year and 
did not resurface on the in- : 
temational stage until 1990 
when he coached the United. 
Arab Emirates at Italia VO. w. 

The UAE had qualified for 
that tournament under Zagal- 
lo, while Parreira was enjoying - 
his first stint in charge of Sau- 
di Arabia, and in the following : 
year he was back home, suc- 
ceeding Bdcao as Brazil’s coach 
once more. His route to Wem- 
bley today has been equally cir- 
cuitous, taking in Valencia, in 
Spain, Sao Paolo in Brazil and % 
most recently the New 1 
York/New Jersey MetroStars 
in America before returning to 
take charge of the Saudis upon 
‘ tbefr quafecation fftr France.’ ' " 

The odds agaiitfPfeim re- • 
pearing the feats of!994 are in- • 
calculable, but Parreira seems 
blessed with the. kind of abun- 
dant enthusiasm, optimism and 
intelligence thatwould be an as- 
set to any side. “Wedon’t com- • 
pare times in soccer, 1 the last 
World Cup was in America, it '• 
was four years ago and this time 
it is in Europe. But we have the 
condition to repeat whatwe did - 
four years back. 

"The team has experience, 
they’re not unknown any more 
in the world, people will look at 
them more care folly now and I 
think we are ready to try to Te- 
peat what we did there. I feel , 
they are very confident and 
very relaxed and this team ris- /' 
es for the occasion,' they’re not s 
afraid to play which is very 
good. They have personality.” 

Unlike or any of his players, 
Parreira has experienced Wem- . 
bley before as the Brazilian ~ 
manager in 1992. It was a 1-1 
draw then, but a similar result ■ 
today would be worth much - . 
more to him. “This is going to • * 
be a real test for us,” he said 
“To play England here at Wem- 
bley is good for any team. We 
don't have to be scared or fear 
the game, we just have to come 
here, have fon and enjoy it. This 
will give us a real assessment of 
what we need for the Wirid 
Cup. After playing England - 
here at Wembley,' we don’t 
have to fear anything else in the 
World Cup." - 


Crewe goalkeeper’s dream of France becomes a nightmare 
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Nigeria 

FOR poor Adcmola Bankolc, 
the World Cup dream lasted 
just two days. Crewe Alexan- 
dra's goalkeeper was dropped 
from Nigeria's World Cup 
squad on Thursday - just two 
days after he had been picked 
in the provisional party for 
the finals in France. 

On Tuesday Nigeria’s coach 
Bora Milutinovic included 
Bankolc in a list of 29 players, 
which will be reduced to 22 by 
the 2 June deadline for final- 
ising squads. The Crewe play- 
er was one of four goalkeepers 
in a party which was without 
two experienced custodians: 
Ike Shonmmu. who broke an 


arm last week, and Peter Ru- 
fai. who was overlooked. 

That same Tuesday night the 
Nigerians tost 4-0 to Grasshop- 
per Zurich in a warm-up match 
in Switzerland - and Bankolc. 
who let in ah four goals, in- 
chiding two scored by Man- 
chester Gift's on-lcon Georgian 
striker Mikhail Kavalashvili, 
carried the can. 

“Bankolc was sacked by 
Mflutinovic from the squad 
for conceding cheap goals,” 
Austin Mgboiu. of the Ni- 
gerian Football Association, 
said on Thursday. The coach 
has been under fire in Nigeria 
for overlooking stalwarts (ike 
Rufai - who may new be re- 
called - and Samson Stasia. 


Colombia 

THE former Newcastle Unit- 
ed striker Rjustino Asprilla 
bas threatened to pulJ out of 
Colombia's World Cup squad 
because of death threats made 
towards a team-mate. 

Victor Hugo Arislizabal has 
insisted that he will not quit the 
squad despite having his life 
threatened by on anonymous 
telephone caller last weekend. 
The coach, Hcrnan Dario Go- 
mez. also received a warning. 

“I'm noi going to back 
down. 1 love playing for the na- 
tional team.” Arislizabal said. 
He has not been a regular for 
his Brazilian dub. Suo Paulo, 
and his selection for the squad 


ahead of other contenders 
from Columbian sides caused 
some surprise. 

His fellow forward, Aspril- 
Ja. who now plays in Italy for 
Parma, said: “If the threats to 
Arislizabal turn out to be true 
and he doesn't go to the World 
Cup. then I'm not going either.” 

Romania 


THE Romania coach, Anghcl 
Tordanescu, who is quitting his 
job after the World Cup to take 
over the Greek national team, 
is still squabbling with his foot- 
ball federation. 

iurdaneseu is currently dos- 
cted with his players in a train- 
ing camp at Poiuna Brasov in 


northern Romania, The venue 
was not the first choice of the 
coach, who had wanted to take 
his charges to a site in Switzer- 
land, far from the prying eyes 
of the Romanian press. His re- 
quest was refused by tbc fed- 
eration, which said it did not 
have the money. 

Romania are to play two 
friendlies in Bucharest against 
Paraguay on 3 June and Mol- 
dova on 6 June. lortlanescu has 
complained that these oppo- 
nents arc too weak to offer his 
team suitable preparation. 

Brazil 


MILLIONS uf Brazilians 
watched their World Cup 


squad leave for France on 
Thursday, as television sta- 
tions interrupted regular pro- 
grammes for Kve pictures of the 
team’s plane taking off from 
Rio airport. 

There were no repeats of 
the previous World Cup’s con- 
troversy, when the names of 
players were printed on each 
scat, upsetting Romano when 
he was placed between two oth- 
er players. He insisted he pre- 
ferred to travel by the window, 
sparking a controversy which 
required intervention from Ri- 
cardo Tctixeira, the president of 
the Brazilian football confed- 
eration. This time the seat 
with “Romano" stamped on it 
was next to the window. 
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Football 


By Phil Shaw 

in New York 


DURLNGijeariy five years of 
Craig Brown's management, 
Scotland’s record in non-com- 
petitive fixtures has been as dis- 
mal as theirr'perfn nna n»> {q 
reaching tiuQmals of major 
tournaments is impressive. 

In tonight's penultimate 
World Cup warm-up gamf 
against Colombia in the Giants 
Stadium, they will attempt to 
purge the tendency towards 
taking friendly matches too lit- 
erally. Away from their suc- 
i jgpsses in qualifying cam pa ig ris, 
Scotland have won only four 
and lost nine of their 15 games 
under Brown. The victories, 
moreover, were all smgjb-goal af- 
fairs, against Austria, Ecuador, 
Malta and Australia; scarcely the 
most encouraging pedigree with 
which to confront one of South 
America's leading sides. 

However, by naming a team 
which is likely to resemble 
closely his line-up for the open- 
ing match of Anno? VS against 
Brazil, Brown effectively ac- 
knowledged yesterday that the 
time for experimentation is all 

over. Tbnighfs result may 
not have any long-term signif- 
icance, bat it would clearly be 
pGychdo^a^ disadvantageous 
to go into die World Cup with 
defeats by Colombia and the 
United States behind them. 

Brown vya&aireacfy commit- 
ted to using bi$ third-choice 


goalkeeper, Neil Sullivan. Oth- 
erwise, he had intimated that the 
team would be a full-strength 
one, only to lose his only proven 
scorer at international level, 
Kevin G aHa cher, to a stomach 
upset 

Darren Jackson, who should 
at least be fresh after a season 
largely spent war ming the 
bench at Celtic, steps in to 
form an Old Firm striking part- 
nership with Gordon Durie. 
But it is in midfield that Scot- 
land's dependence on the new 
champions is most conspicuous. 

Three of the quintet nor- 
mally wear the Celtic shamrock. 
The most significant selection 
is that of Craig Burley in the 
central role where his perfor- 
mances earned him the accolade 
of being the Scottish Football 
Writers’ Player of the Year. 
Brown normally uses the former 
Chelsea player as a wing-back, 
yet his form for Celtic has evi- 
dently persuaded the manager 
to accommodate him in a unit 
that must compensate for the 
loss of Gary McAllister. 

“We’ve used Craig there be- 
fore, during the World Cup 
match against Sweden at Ibrax, 
and also in the Under 21s,” 
Brown said. “We're well aware 
of his capabilities.” 

Brown also reported that 
Jackie McNamara had finally 
shaken off a nagging ankle 
problem. John Collins, expect- 
ed to share McAllister’s creative 
mantle with Burley, is short of 
match practice after a toe injury, 
bat is too important to the 



Craig Brown has turned to the Celtic striker Darren Jackson to provide the firepower against Colombia tonight 


Brown’s plans not to start 
tonight’s game. 

Colombia are one of Eng- 
land’s group opponents next 
month and will be monitored on 
GlenoHoddle’s behalf by Ken- 
ny Sansom, the former Arsenal 
and Crystal Palace foil-back. 
They provided Scotland’s last 


test before Euro V6, winning 
1-0 in a Miami monsoon, and 
have brought a squad brimming 
with familiar names. 

Faustino AspriJla, the 
match-winner that night, is ex- 
pected to play, despite his re- 
ported concern over alleged 
death threats to Colombian 


McCarthy sees the future 


ROBBIRKEANE and Damipn 
Duff, have been given the 
chance to icn&ance their grow- 
ing international reputations 
for the Republic of Ireland 
when they face Mexico at Lans- 
dowue Road today. 

The Republic’s coach, Mick 
McCarthy, badno hesitation in 
turning the two teenagers in his 
-Starting Une-up against the 
World Clip qualifiers. 

It is one of the youngest sides 
ever to represent the Republic 
- it has an average age of just 
22 - and McCarthy said: “This 
side- does not reflect the team 
- 1 would hope to play against 
Croatia in our opening Euro- 
pean Championship game in 
September. But it represents a 


, good 'Opportunity for many of 
. onr young playersto show their 
ability at this level.” 

The Leeds captain Gary 
KeDy and the liwipod centre- 
half Phil Babb are foe only sur- 
vivors from the 22-man squad 
which played in the World Cup 
in America in 1994. 

Since taking over from Jack 
Chariton two years ago, Mc- 
Carthy has lost 10 and won just 
six of his 23 internationals in 
charge, though he has been hit 
by a lot of bad luck. 

indeed, missing from the 
Diiblm line-up today will be Jeff 
Kenna, Kenny Cunningham, 
Steve Staunton. Denis Irwin, Ja- 
son McAleer, Niall Quinn and 
Mark Konsefla. 


McCarthy -added: "‘ft’s qn= 
natural the number of cafl^ofe 
from the squad, but they are aQ 

genuine. Some of those who wffl 

play against Mexico are on 
stand-by but it’s a great expe- 
rience for them to be in the 
squad." 

This wiQ definitely he a com- 
petitive game,” McCarthy said. 
“We have no affinity with the 
Mexicans and it’s the ideal op- 
portunity for my young squad 
to show that they can perform 
at the highest level.” 

Mexico defeated the Irish 
2-1 in the World Cup finals in 
the States four years ago. Two 
years latex the teams drew 2-2 
in the USA Cup, with Niall 
Quinn and Liam Daish both 


shown the red" card and Mc- 
Carthy also ordered from the 
bench in New Jersey. 

Mexico will be hoping to 
bounce back after a disastrous 
5-2 defeat by Norway in Oslo on 
Wednesday, with their coach. 
Manuel Lapuente, set to recall 
the veteran goalkeeper Jorge 
Campos and his top stoker, Luis 
Garcia. 

It was Garcia who scored 
both goals against the Repub- 
lic in Orlando four years ago 
and then repeated that double- 
strike performance against Mc- 
Carthy’s men in 1996. 

REPUBLIC OF IRELAND (FttMitify • Mario* 
• Road, DUUn, today); Own 
ignoring (Mdoesbrouro Bnwn 


f (Btectoum), 
(FaymonS 


Baggio attributes recall to willpower 


ROBERTO BAGGIO says he 
•• is returning to the World Cup 
.-... - finals determined to help Italy 
; win the tournament alhis third 
~ 'attempt. "■ - ...... 

• . Baggio, Italy’s hero of USA 
V4 until the final, was named 
. coach Cesare MhldmTs squad 

’ for fiance 98 this week, a year 
after he last played for the na- 
tional side. ■ 

- “More, than anything else, 

. jurt)eimesay.bDw happy Iain,” 
the Bologna forward said. “j*d. 

■ been wishing and hoping to go 
to the World Cup finals. 

“In the last few months, 
there w ere tapes when 1 felt that 
Z would make, it, and there, 
were times wfaeir I wasn’t so 


. sure, when I was frightened I 
wasn’t domgenougb to convince 
Maldini 

“But in the end I think sheer 
willpower - the desire to over- 
come every obstacle - was the 
deciding factor. And I think that 
my recent performances, and 
. ibe goals, dispelled the final 
doubts. I’d Eke to dedicate this 
caD-opto all the people who had 
faith in me, even during the dif- 
ficult times; Not just Bologna 
fans, but also the supporters of 
other dubs.” 

Baggio could not gauge the 
importance of his widespread 
popular support fqr his return 
to fog narijnna) fbJd.'* i You’fl have 
to ask Maldini about that,” he 


said. “I’ve tried to earn it on the 
pitch. Cesare has known me for 
a tong time and, if he’s made this 
decision, it’s because he thinks 
a playerwith my characteristics 
could be useful.” 

Baggio spared a thought for 
the man he may have to replace 
in France 98 Alessandro Del 
Piero, who has a thigh injury and 
may now miss the finals. “1 hope 
he recovers as soon as possible,” 
said Baggio of his former Ju- 
ventus team-mate. “Tve said it 
before and m say it again, iu our 
role Ale is the better player, 
partly because be has youth on 
his side. I'm just happy to be go- 
ing, and I don’t like the idea of 
benefiting from other people’s 


bad luck. My job is just to be 
ready. As and when I’m need- 
ed, rn be there to play my part.” 

Thai part has inevitably 
changed over the years. Maldi- 
nfs concern last summer was 
just how suited Baggio was to 
die hustle and bustle of modern 
football after a disappointing 
two-year spell at Milan. 

Baggio’s personal record of 
22 goals this season answered 
that question, but he admitted: 
“I’ve had to adapt to today's 
more muscular game. It's a 
sign of the times - 15 years ago 
you could still be a soloist. 
That said, putting all the dif- 
ferent interpretations to one 
side, football is still football.” 


players and officials. The 36- 
year-old CariosVhlderrama, he 
of the hair that resembles an ex- 
ploding root vegetable, is also 
Hkely to pull the midfidd strings. 

Brown said: “Colombia's 
record in qualifying was pretty 
useful, with eight wins and four 
draws out of 16 matches. They 

FA charges 
Batty with 
misconduct 

DAVID BATTY is in further 
trouble with the Football As- 
sociation after being charged 
with misconduct 

The combative Newcastle 
United and England midfield- 
er is alleged to have pushed the 
referee David Elieray after be- 
ing sent off for the third time 
this season at Blackburn Rovers 
on 10 May. 

Batty, who is with Glenn 
Hoddle’s squad preparing for 
the World Cup, is already ruled 
out for the first five matches of 
next term, following three dis- 
missals. He now faces the 
possibility of an additional one- 
match suspension if found guilty 
of misconduct 

The FA spokesman, Adrian 
Bevington, said: “David Batty . 
has been charged with miscon- 
duct relating to an incident 
which occurred following his 
sending-off by Mr Elieray at 
Blackburn. He has 14 days to re- 
spond and request a personal 
hearing.” 

Batty, 29, was dismissed at 
Ewood Park for allegedly 
punching the Rovers midfield- 
er Gany Flitcroft, and intends 
to use video evidence to prove 
his innocence. 

Batty’s other two dismissals 
during the season came against 
Aston Villa and Derby Coun- 
ty.. Ironically, the combative 
midfielder had never been sent 
off in his career before he 
joined Newcastle in February 
1996. 


Photograph: Craig HaJkett 
!): SiAvan (Winfcfedon); 


, Lambert (Celtic}, i 
(Derby); Jackson {Celtic} 


, , . . , . SCOTLAND {3-S2): Siifiwn (Wirt* 
score goals freely, but the/re CMftanroodntttenhHinj Hendry 

defensively vulnerable and the B ^..W;iitR.- n « ( 

goalkeeper Oscar Cordoba, is 
brilliant but erratic. 

“I’Ve studied the video of 
their game against Yugoslavia. 

COrdoba was sent off after half 
an hour but they still drew 0-0. 

Asprilla’s obviously a danger.” 

Liverpool line up 
£2m Dundee 


COLOMBIA (Probable, 4-4-2): O Cordo- 
ba (Boca Juniors); Bennudut [Boca). 
Cabrera (IndepancBente MedaKn^ Men- 
doza (ttracruz), OaHoano yuHotfco Ju- 
nior): Soma (AtHetteo Nocionnl). 
Valaerrama (Miami Fusion). Rincon 
(CorinihlaneX Parts* (Unteosta); Da Avila 
Mw WjiWNbw Jereey MeboStaia) Aaprflta 
(Parma). 


ROY EVANS, the Liverpool 
manager, is closing in on the 
Soutb African-born striker Sean 
Dundee in a £2m deal. 

Representatives of the An- 
field dub are in . Germany at- 
tempting to tie up the transfer 
of the Karlsruhe player. Evans 
needs cover up front, with Rob- 
bie Fowler likely to be out un- 
til Christmas with his knee 
injury. 

Dundee is on offer because 
Karlsruhe, after their relegation 
from the Bimdesliga First Divi- 
sion, need to off-load their 
high-wage earners. After taking 
out German citizenship, the 
25-year-old forced his way into 
their international squad, but in- 
juries and a dip in form means 
he will not make Berti Vogts' fi- 
nal 22 for France 98 

Evans is expecting to recoup 
his outlay on Dundee by selling 
the Czech midfielder Fatrik 
Berger to Roma for £3 -5m next 
week. Liverpool could afeso off- 
load Neil Ruddock to West 
Ham and are also willing to let 
Michael Thomas leave. 

The Everton manager, 
Howard KendaD, has confirmed 
his interest in the Derby Coun- 
ty midfielder Lee Carsley. The 
tough-tackling Republic of Ire- 
land international is Kendall's 
latest target, after also admit- 
ting that Bolton’s Alan Thomp- 
son is on his wanted list. 

“Midfield is an area where 
Fm looking to strengthen and 
Carsley is a player I admire,” 


Kendall said. u l have spoken to 
Derby manager Jim Smith.” 

Tottenham’s former Italian 
international midfielder Nico- 
la Berti has agreed a new One- 
year deal with the White Hart 
Lane chib. The 30-year-old ar- 
rived in January ou a free trans- 
fer from Internazkmale. 

Bristol City have signed the 
Gillingham striker Ade Aldnbiyi 
for a dub-record £12m. The fee 
mare than doubled the previous 
highest they had paid: £500,000 
for Andy Cole in 1992. 

Akinbiyi, the former Nor- 
wich striker, scored 22 goals for 
the GDIs in 1997-98, having 
joined the Kent club in January 
last year. 

Kit Symons is on the brink 
of taking a 50 per cent pay cut 
to stay with relegated Man- 
chester City. The 27-year-old 
defender, with his current con- 
tract at an end. was initially up- 
set by City’s offer of a new 
one-year deal that slashed his 
£4,000-a-week wages in half, but 
in the absence of any better of- 
fers he looks likely to stay at 
Maine Road. 

Sasa Hie, Charlton Athletic's 
Yugoslav goalkeeper, will be 

watched by two members of Yu- 
goslavia's coaching staff at the 
Nationwide League First Divi- 
sion play-off final against Sun- 
derland on Monday. A good 
performance could earn him a 
late caE up to the Yugoslav 
World Cup squad for this sum- 
mer's finals. 
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De Bruin 
heading 
for legal 
battle 


Swimming 


By Guy Hodgson 

MICHELLE DE BRUIN, who 
has ploughed through as much 
suspicion and innuendo as water 
for two years, appeared yester- 
day to be heading for a lengthy 
legal battle to dear her name of 
a charge that she tried to ma- 
nipulate a drugs test If she fails, 
she could be banned from swim- 
ming for life. 

The soUcitor for Ireland's 
triple Olympic champion has re- 
vealed the B test on the urine 
sample she gave had confirmed 
the findings of the A sample, 
which contained a potentially 
lethal dose of alcohoL ■ 

Her case is now expected to 

come before the doping panel 
of swimming’s international gov- 
erning body, Fina, next month, 
but even if she is found guilty it 
is not likely to be the end of the 
matter. 

The 28-year-old, who as 
Michelle Smith won three gold 
medals at the Atlanta Olympics, 
has said she would then appeal 
to the Court of Arbitration for 
Sport in Switzerland while a far- 
ther move into the dvfl courts 
cannot be ruled out. 

De Bruin’s defence is Ekely 
to rest on her call for the gov- 
erning body to prove that she 
was the one who manipulated 
the sample. 

Her solicitor, Peter Lennon, 
who watched the analysis of the 
twin samples in the International 
Olympic Committee-accredited 
laboratory in Barcelona that 
carried out the original test said: 
“It appears dear at this time that 
our client can only be charged 
with physical manipulation and 
not the use of any banned sub- 
stance^. We do not expect there 
to be any change between the 
adulterisation results of the A 
and B sample.” 

The Dublin-born swimmer 
added that she was “more de- 
termined than ever” to fight any 
charges that may be formally 
brought against her. 

Fina said yesterday they had 
not received the result of the 
back-up test, but a spokesman 
confirmed De Bruin could face 
a life ban for tampering with a 
test There could be no retro- 
spective punishment over her 
Olympic gold medals, however. 

A Fina spokesman said: 
“The swimmer’s solicitor can say 
what he wants, but we have not 
yet had the result from the lab- 
oratory, and until we do, we can- 
not comment. 

“When we have the result, 
we will tell the swimmer first 
We wQl then announce whether 
the matter will go before the 
doping panel. The penalty will 
be at the discretion of the pan- 
el, but for manipulation of a test 
it can be from zero to life.” 

De Bruin underwent an out- 
of-competition test on January 
10 at Kilkenny in Ireland, when 
Fina said the A sample showed 
“unequivocal signs of adulter- 
ation” and “physical manipu- 
lation”. 

Prince Alexandre de Merodc, 
chairman of the IOC’s medical 
commission, said the sample in- 
cluded a potentially lethal con- 
centration of alcohol and that 
alcohol could be used to mask the 
presence of banned drugs- De 
Bruin has denied tampering with 
her test , and said any manipula- 
tion must have taken place after 
it was out of her sight 

In the past De Bruin has 
said: “My success is down to one 
thing - hard work.” Now she 
must labour to prove her inno- 
cence. 
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Gascoigne ready to make his point 


Football 


By Mark Pierson 


AT THE end of another trou- 
bled week in the roller-coaster 
life of Paul Gascoigne, Eng- 
land's most talked about foot- 
baller looks certain to be given 
tbe chance today to redeem 
himself on the one stage where 
he says he feels at home. 

Such is the off-field interest 
in the Middlesbrough mid- 
fielder these days that tbe mere 
sight of him on a football pitch 
will be a source of relief to all 
those who have been driven to 
despair by his drinking, smok- 


ing and late-night intake of 
junk food. • 

England's last home match 
before the World Cup begins 
next month brings Saudi Ara- 
bia to Wembley this after- 
noon. Glenn Hod die is hoping 
his “forceful” conversation 
with Gascoigne on Monday 
night, and dear public warn- 
ing will spur the player to 
show that he is ready for 
France in mind and body. 

Its clear that Gascoigne has 

knuckled down On the t raining 
ground and the England coach 
yesterday appeared ready to 
give the 30-year-old Gascoigne 
his first start since that famous 


night in Rome last October 
when England clinched their 
place in the finals. 

“Gazza tr ams as -hard as 
anybody even if he’snot fully fit, 
and he’s looking sharper every 
day,” Hoddle said. “He’s grad- 
ually getting there. Tbe good 
thing is that he’s now training 
totally injury free. He is not hav- 
ing any treatment or having to 
shield the ankle or tbe knee 
He’s had a great week.” 

Nor has Gascoigne been 
overdoing it, as has so often 
been the case in the past. Hod- 
dle said: “He’s been monitored 
all the way. I've told him what 
I want and he’s put the stint in 


when he’s been m the group. 
He’s physically fully fit and 
now needs more and more 
training and sharpness.” 

The clearest of hints that 
Gascoigne wiD stan against the 
Saudis came when Hoddle 
talked of the virtue of playing 
as many of his “spine” as pos- 
sible. 

That means Alan Shearer wiH 
start, probably Ibny Adams too, 
and maybe David Seaman, al- 
though Ian Walker, whose last 
(Spcama a ginW Ifajy 17 months 
ago, could be given the nod. 

With ankle victim Paul Ince 
missing, David Batty or Nldty 
Butt will be given the holding 


role in midfield, while Totten- 
ham pair Darren Anderton and 
-Les Ferdinand seem poised for 
returns after injury absences - 
two years in the case of An- 
derton. 

“It's a balancing act be- 
tween getting part of my spine 
in there, looking to shape a few 
things up, and little challenges 
stfil going on for places,” Hod- 
dle raid. “Certain players need 
90 minutes while others need a 
bit of a rest. 

“1 want to get the spine and 
bufld round that, which is what 
you have to do in a tournament. 
At this stage you don't want to ; 
showyour hand too much. The 


starting 11 won't exactly be an 
experiment, but probably not 
the team that starts against 
Tunisia.” 

Hoddle is sharpening the 
blade he knows he will bring 

down on seven necks in 10 days' 
time. He has decided on 20 of 
the players he wiD take to France 
and that leaves just two places 
available, with nine players 
scrambling to make tbe squad he 
wfll announce cm 1 June. 

Hodkfle’s thoughts have crys- 
tallised in the past two months. 
In Switzerland in March, the 
coach said there were 12 or 13 
“certainties” in his mind. Now 
it is even tighter. “I would say 



David Howell plays his second shot at the 17th hole during his round of 68 on the first day of the Volvo PGA Championship at Wentworth yesterday Photograph: David Ashdown 


Davis completes his recuperation 


By Andy Farrell 

at Wentworth 


ENGLISH golfers are no 
strangers to the American Hos- 
pital in Dubai and it is a testa- 
ment to the quality of the 
institution that David Carter and 
Brian Davis were competing in 
the first round of the Vblvo PGA 
Championship here yesterday. 


Carter underwent a brain 
operation after collapsing in his 
hotel room in Dubai last year. 
Davis was found on tbe floor of 
his hotel room during this year's 
tournament in March, tbe 23- 
year-old from Enfield having 
blacked out while suffering 
from chickenpox. 

A seven-week recuperation 
was necessary but it has proved 
beneficial. Last week Davis was 
11th at the Benson and Hedges 


International and six birdies in 
his last eight holes on the West 
Course yesterday left him with 
a 67 and behind only Swede 
Michael Jonzon's six-under 
lead. 

“Qtickenpox can be dan- 
gerous when you get older," ex- 
plained the second year tour 
member. “I was in a bad state. 
1 had seriously high blood dot 
levels and kept passing out If 
I bad fallen over and hit my 


head when I was in my hotel 
room, it couid have been life 
threatening. They kept me in 
hospital for a week for obser- 
vation.” 

Davis picked up tbe illness 
from a bey who was let on board 
his plane from South Africa. 
“He was only on board for half 
an hour before a stewardess no- 
ticed and called a doctor but ob- 
viously on a plane the germs 
circulate." Davis said. 
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ACROSS 


DOWN 



1 


Company with hard men 
taking on tense group of 
warriors (6) 

One who presents a terri- 


ble group (6) 

' Tit < ix 


10 Is pot right (in a way un- 
stated to chairpersons?) 
(6,9) 

11 Cbmposcr evident from 
some noble harmonics (5) 

12 A rash tank blasted part 
of Russia (9) 

13 AH the French gel in a 
mess (6) 

15 Dangerous insect missing 


Rich and comfortable, 
without extremes of toil 
(6) 

Left, after moorland at- 
mosphere filled with 
noise from flight terminal 
(8,7) 

Member of cavalry to 
free Queen (5) 

Greeting new version of 
archeiy organisation (9) 
Sentry has seen and stops 
first of enemies rudelv - 


g 7 Up in 

- copper's brought in (6) (p) 

~ 8 Getri 


takes no chances (7,4,4) 
Ybtkshire 


in part of ' 


Friday’s solution 


Last Saturday’s solution 



16 Passion may become con 
fUci after a month? On 
the contrary (6) 

18 Saw remaining time run- 
ning out? (6) 

21 Servant admits crime in 
ministerial residence (9) 

22 Artistic appreciation is 
evident in art gallery (5) 

23 Phi perhaps shows ages 
of anger (character blow- 
ing top!) (9.6) 

24 Dislike most of study 
leading to examination 
( 6 ) 

23 Primate in church left for 
lesser church (6) 


rid of drug in a diffi- 
cult situation (6) 

9 Inhuman routine in labo- 
ratory kept up (6) 

14 AO male individuals to 
receive second requests 
to attend court (9) 

17 Direct woman to accept 
business (4-2) 

18 Piano involved in squalid 
allegro (6) 

19 First helpings of sweet 
pudding, chilled and 
flavoured (6; 

20 FucL a favourite to make 
wheel turn, mostly (6) 

22 Support most of the ef- 
fective controls (5) 


Tbe Dnt 5hr comO solatium to tteb week's peafe opened bmS Thun- 
day receive kjrdbadvd Ofln of tbe Oxford Oklianry of Qvolut ioe*. An- 
sad wt gonVnM xa wQI be pcbtbbcd nett S*tenl«j; Send 

Fleur wftfbwimriw and postcode 
might JMTSMB postcode. Lori week's wtnaas: D SfaCrirtek,Vle$nmth! 
F Mdu, NewMDtoo; M Mora, Norwich; J RedbMuc.lWicktttbjui; K 
Ba nw. NenricL 


Davis' run started at the 
11th, where his sx-iron from the 
new fairway bunker on the 
right side of the fairway finished 
five feet from the hole. Three 
12-footers and a couple of tap- 
ins completed the sequence. 
Jonzon, not one of the more 
gregarious of the Swedish 
golfers, did not drop a shot to 
devalue his six birdies but the 
ability to knock spots off the 
Wentworth layout was hardly 
contagious. 

The greens proved tricky lo 
read, leaving many of the lead- 
ing contenders only just under 
par. Ernie Els and Bernhard 
Langur both returned 69s and 
Colin Montgomerie a 70. Els 
and Monty were partnered to- 
gether and the major flaw in the 
Scot’s game did not escape the 
South African's attention. 

“When Colin misses some 
putts,” Els said, “he lets every- 
one know." There are days, 
and this was one of them, 
when being the first to enquire 
after Montgomerie's round is 
ill-advised. On such occasions 
it does not really matter what 
is said, as the slightest of 
tremors can induce volcanic ac- 
tivity. 

These supposedly gentle 
looseners are the responsibili- 
ty of a press officer, who as well 
as the sponsor's shirts and 
sweaters could do with a suit- 
ably embossed flak jacket. 


When the enquiry “How was 
your putting today, Colin?” 
brought no response, our hero 
broke the embarrassing pause 
with a chuckle and said: “Or is 
that a bad question?" 1 

"Perhaps," Monty finally 
replied, “we could start again. 
It's no laughing matter. This is 
my job." Sufficient steam hav- 
ing been entitled Montgomerie 
was then ready to field other 
questions. “I’ve lost the an of 
scoring,” he said. Such a course 
art depends upon holing the 
putts to capitalise on fine play 
from tee-to-green. Mont- 
gomerie currently is not doing 
so. “I keep maximising my 
score." he said. “I've got lo 
throw a minimum in there.” 

If there was a hopeful sign, 
it was that he fulfiled his in- 
tention of being more aggres- 
sive on the greens. “At least I 
was missing positively, instead 
of missing negatively,” he said. 

The highlight of Els's round 
came at the par-five 12th, re- 
cently extended to 310 yards, 
where the South African hit a 
two-iron to two feet to set up an 
eagle. “I bad 236 yards to the 
hole whereas before it would be 
a drive and a mid-iron,” Els said 
“It’s a good improvement." 

VOLVO PGA CHAMPIONSHIP <W*nt- 
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I know 20 1 want, to take,”Tie 
said “There’s two spots where 
we’ve still got an either-or sit- 
uation, depending on a couple 
of injuries. 

“I'd be a liar if I said it wasn't 

a difficult task, one I’d rather do 
without; but it's got to be done 
and it isn't something I’m go- 
ing to shy away from. Thehard- 

est thing I ever did as a manager 

was to tell five kids at Swindon 
we weren’t going to take them 
on- m never have to do some- 
thing as hard as that” 

For Jamie Redknapp, tbe 
World Cup is already over. The 
Liverpool midfielder gave the 
thumbs-down veTdict on his in- 


jured knee tbHodcQe on Huns- 
day nigfal after three days’ train* ; 
jng at Bisham Abbey. 

It was the crudest of sever? 
al setbacks on international 
duty for Redknapp, who hai? 
previously beeu injured against 
Switzerland (1995), Scotland- 
1996 and South Africa (199 7), 
“It’s desperate news for the . 
lad. He just doesn’t deserve the 
sort of luck that he's had when 
with England,” Hoddle said. 
“He managed to get through 
four sessions with us but he hid 
to be honest and the knee isjust 

not up to scratch. That’s it as 

gards the World Cup-" 

England vei^page 24 
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By Bryn Palmer 


CELTIC will have to come up 
with a highly attractive offer if 
they are to tempt Norway’s 
coach, E gfl Olsen, to lead them 
into the Champions' League 
next year. 

The 56-year-old Olsen has 
emerged as one of the front- 
runners for the Parkhead post 
vacated by Wan Jansen’s res- 
ignation last week. Bnt Celtic 
are reported to be only one of 
10 European dubs who have ap- 
proached Olsen's agent to 
check on his availability. 

Olsen intends to step down 
as national coach after leading 
Norway to their third World 
Cup under his guidance in 
France, where they are in the 
same group as Scotland. But 
such is his involvement with his 
country - twice working previ- 
ously with the Under-21 team 
and also the Olympic team be- ■ 
fore taking over control of the 
full squad in J990 - that he is 
reluctant to leave. 

. Olsen already has another 
job lined up with the Sports 
Academy in Norway and has 
also been offered a continuing 
‘analyst 5 role with the Norwe- 
gian football association. His un- 
willingness to uproot his family 
and three-year-old daughter is 
another factor that may see his 
name deleted from the Park- 
head shortlist 

Olsen has also been linked 
with the vacancy at Sheffield 


Wednesday - bnt Ron Atidnsaa, 
who was dismissed by the HiDs- 
borough chib a week ago, yes- 
terday tipped the Football • 
Association's technical director, ■ 
Howard WQJrinsoa, to succeed 
him in tbe job. ' 

“If you ask me who will get - 
the job, my own bet by a dhs-. 
tance, would be Howard’ Wil- 
kinson,” Atkins on said. He feds. . 
that the South Yorkshire dub’C 
chairman Dave Richards, a 
vice-president of the FA and one 
of the Premier League’s repre- 
sentatives on the EA council, is 
now ktoking to WQkinson to re- 
turn to the dub he guided be- 
tween 1983 and 1988. 

- Wflkmson was Wednesday’s 
No 1 one target six mouths ago . 
when David Pleat was sacked 
and the only stumbling block is 
the remaining twor^qd-a-half 
years of his contract with the FA 
But Atidnson now believes 
Richards would be wtffing to pay 
the estimated £250,000 in com- 
pensation it would take-to prise 
Wflkmson away from Lancast- 
er Gate. 

Jansen has also been linked 
with the job. Yesterday he re- 
turned home to thebletbedands 
to contemplate his future after ' - 
his acrimonious departure from C , 
Celtic. He has already turned 
down an approach to coach 
Vitesse Arnhem and it is be- 
lieved he is not interested in tak- 
ing over at Hillsborough, with 
many offers from across Europe 
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pouring in for his services. 
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eHARLES WELLS FAMILY BREWERY, BEDFORD. EST. 1876 




1 '&*£*'** 




— — » u i. 4qm 

BREWING FOR ENGLAND 


IQnt iC 

InJ 

Xk u 




+ - •J'nw 5 'Utoi 








1 


L 




PERSONAL FINANCE NEWSPAPER OF THE YEAR 


nt 


1 -c 


ited 

rop( 





YOUR 


Personal finance, motoring and property 


Saturday 23 May 1998 


Garden 
theft, a 
growth 
area 


Thieves may target 

I % 

w not only the inside 
of your house but 
also the outside. 
Your household 
insurance policy is 
. unlikely to cover the 
damage, as Paul 
Slade discovers 

jJt is easy to spend thousands of 
founds on plants and decora- 
tion for your garden, as visitors 
to this week’s Chelsea Flower 
Show have seen. It is equally 
easy to lose them. From a bur- 
glar ora vandal’s point of view, 
a garden offers easy pickings 
and far less risk than breaking 
into your house. 

Hie most ambitious thieves 
may go so far as to roll up a 
freshly turfed lawn and take 
that away. There have even 
been cases of whole garden 
ponds - complete with foun- 
tains and fish - being stolen. 

A standard house and con- 
tents policy may give as little as 
£250 cover for the loss of items 
such as plants or garden furni- 
ture, which will not be much 
help for big losses like these. 

Ian Frater of Commercial 
_ Union says: “It’s something 
' W that, a few years ago, you would 
never have imagined happening. 
Shrubs are costing a Tot more, 
people are putting more ex- 
pensive items In their gardens, 
and they are getting stolen." 

, David Jones is a director of 
■ J$J Insurance Services, a Man- 
chester financial adviser which 
-offers a specialist garden in- 
surance policy called Plants- . 
mans Plus. He says: - "We got 
some figures from Yorkshire 
Police when we set this contract 
. opv and. they were dealing with 
-■ something like £4m a year of 


theft from gardens. 

“There really was some very 
expensive stuff gone. There's a 
lot of antique and semi-antique 
scuff in gardens now, and it’s an 
obvious target for thieving.” 

Mr Jones recalls one recent 
Plainsmans Plusdaim of£10J)00 
from the owner of a large garden 
who had 14 statues stolen. One 
of Commercial Union’s policy- 
holders recently had a sundial 
worth £1400 stolen. But anything 
from rose bushes to lawn mow- 
ers may also go missing. 

Mr Rat e r sa ys : “Let’s say you 
leave the lawn mower lying on 
the front lawn while you go in 
to have lunch. Somebody might 
jump over the fence and nick the 
lawn mower. These are the sort 
of things that can happen.” 

Bonsai are another popular 
target Mr Jones says: "Most of 
them are put outside on display. 
They're quite small, relatively 
easy to move, and very expen- 
sive. You just tuck them under 
your arm, and away you go." 
JSJ gives a 5 per cent discount 
to Bonsai owners who fit a 
microchip to identify their prize 
plant if it gets stolen. 

, Carboot sales seem to be a 
popular way to sell the stolen 
goods on. Norfolk police re- 
cently reported that their raids 
on local car boot sales bad un- 
covered a lot of stolen shrubs. 

Commercial Union and Le- 
gal & General both offer £500 
of cover for items left outside 
as part of their standard house 
and contents plans. Norwich 
Union, which underwrites the 
JSJ plan, offers £1,000 for 
policyholders over 55. Plants- 
man Plus itself gives £100 of 
cover for every £230 spent in 
premiums (including insurance 
premium tax) with a minimum 
premium of £50. Ifre policy 
gives cover for fire, theft, van- 
dalism and lightning. 

Most standard house and 
contents policies wOl indude 
cover for structural items such 
as footpaths, walls or gates. The 
contents element will cover 







property locked away in 
garages or sheds, although per- 
haps only up to a certain lim- 
it L&G, for example, pays out 
up to 5 per cent of your total 
household contents cover for 
goods lost from outbuildings. 

Mr Jones recommends 




.. 


photographing expensive items. 
“Photographs do make life eas- 
ier in the event of a claim.” 

This neatly underlines one 
central point As with so much 
of personal finance, garden in- 
surance ss all about planning far 
the fuchsia. 
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Theft object; no man is 
safe these days in the 
garden, as thieves home in 
on a lucrative market 

Photograph: Jean-Marc 
Tru chet/Tony Scone 
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Slicing the cake 

The number of divorces has 
risen to 170,000 a year. Half 
the couples who marry this 
year will be divorced before 
they celebrate dielr silver 
wedding, according to the 
Office of Census and 
Surveys. At the same time 
the finances of married 
couples are beoming 
increasingly complex, says 
Gwenda Joyce-Brophy. New 
tews are making divorce 
fairer, but sometimes you 
need a specialist financial 
adviser to cut the cake 
correctly. Plage 7 

Engine trouble 

The appeal of a battery- 
driven car will suddenly 
pall when it runs out of 
juice on the motorway. 
James Ruppert sings the 
praises of a hybrid car, 
the Toyota Prius, which 
uses a conventional 
engine to stretch hs 
performance. Page 8 

Homing in 

Redundant commercial and 
industrial buildings can make 
marvellous alternative 
homes, says Robert 
Uebman. He takes a tour 
round the houses being 
created in a number of 
redevelopments. Page 9 

Exclusion zone 

Self-employed people 
and contract workers 
who often find 
themselves excluded 
from special deals are . 
targeted by .Exclusive . 
Connections, based In 
Oundle, Northants. 
They are offering a new 
self-certified mortgage 
at 5.99 per cent for a 
year, rising to 9.19 per 
cent from July 1999, or a 
two-year fixed rate of 
7.69 per cent. Mortgage 
indemnity guarantees 
are required for loans 
over 70 per cent of 
value, there Is a 
completion fee of £299 
and a heavy redemption 
penalty for repaying 
within five years. 
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"Rie aim is to make . 
saving simpler and 
cheaper but it may 
increase the risks, 
says Andrew Verity 

When toe Tteasoty brought out 
its fates?, plan to encourage low 
earners to save this week, one 
high earner - bearded, with a 
toothy grin and open-necked 
shirt - wasespedalfy pleased. 

Richard Branson’s happi- 
ness sprang from a plan to give 
government endorsement to 
sarin^products just like the one 
afifeiedltyte own firm Virgin 
DrrecL lfis mood was in stark, 
contrast to the rest of the in- 
vestment industry. • 

. Ina consultation document 
tided “Mjddng Saving Eaty", the 
'Beasorytook an. unprecedent- 
ed stepii its drive to encour- 
age all of us save more. It 
propa^toj^ 

provd^a benchmark -tosav- 
ings vehicles which are simple. 


The reason the document 
has pleased Mr Branson is sim- 
ple. Virgin Direct wil! sell ISAs 
that invest in “tracker” funds - 
funds which copy the move- 
ments of an index such as the 
FTSE 100 index of leading 

shares. Most odKarfonds are “ac- 
tive-managers”: they pick shares 
by researching which companies 
have the best prospects. T b Mr 
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Savings companies will be 
abteio display thehenebmark. 
ofliyif they offer an Individual 
Savmgs Account that meets 

Brntroducedin ApriLtbelSA 

wSlufftx tax-free income and 
pobm^gEOWth to savers who 

^tfidrmaney in cadUnsur- 
ance. or stocks and ,«hanf»s 


meets will get the benchmark 
only if they are tracker funds. 

The plan is designed to 
make it easier for savers to nav- 
igate their way through the 
maze of over 14.000 savingsve- 
hides in the UK. Helen Liddell, 

the Economic Secretary to the 

Treasury, said the benchmark 
“will be easy for people to un- 
derstand and so help them 
avoid making poor choices". 

. The plan appears simple. In- 
vestors can save up to £5,000 a 
year tax-fine, with a maximum 
of £3,000 in cash, £1,000 in in- 
snancehased savings, or £5 J)00 
in unit trusts. But the bench- 
mark will go only to cash de- 
posits, unit-linked insurance or 
tracker funds - because these 
are simplest and cheapest.. 

But are the simplest products 
the best? Not according to the 
savings industry. Tracker funds 
arc ample and cheap, they arc 
also quite risky. If consumers 
Believe they cany government 
approval, the industry warns, 
they could feel seriously misled 
when the market dives. 


At the heart of the problem 
is the cost issue. Mr Branson ar- 
gues savers have lost billions by 
paying for six-figure fund man- 
agers to underperform the index 
Paying for a unit trust that 
tracks an index may cost, as little 
as 03 per cent of the investment. 
Paying an active fund manager 
usually costs at least I percent. 

But in spotlighting tow costs, 
has the Government overlooked 
die question of risk? AUTTE the . 
unit trust trade body, complains 
savers who want a stake in the 
stock market wS be pushed into 
- one of the most volatile types 
of investment Unlike active 
managers, managers of tracker 
funds must follow, the -stock 
market’s every move, eveH 
when that’s downwards. If toe 
market plunged, savers could be 
stuck in a vehicle that lost the 
marimiira. not the minimum, 
amount of money. • 

Hie Treasury says in its con- 
sultation document (in a tone 
that some perceive as patron- 
ising): “ISAs which meet toe 
benchmark standards must be 
dear and ample, so that they are 
easy for ordinary people to 
understand." . 

But what if us fumbling, or- 
dinary people get it wrong? 
What if ordinary people are so 
simple that they mistake toe 
“benchmark” foe agnarantee? 

Philip Warland, director 
general of AUITF, says: “I do 
not bdieve toe Gdvennnenz can 
benchmark a unit trust without 


giving the impression it is en- 
dorsing the prodix^aixi that the 
product has wide-ranging suit- 
ability for almost all people. The - 
consequences we fear are that 
people will buy benchmarked 
products, taking toe Govern- 
ment’s word, but wiD have in- 
sufficient warning about the 
one remaining risk in the prod- 
uct, which is toe performance. 

“If we were to have a sub- 
stantial market correction or, 

^ evoiwcxse,toesortofciaditoat 
occurred m toe 1970s, when the 
stock market lost nearly two- 
thirds of its value, we can be ab- 
sdlutcfy certain that investment 
■fends would look for somebody 
to blame. Vfe suspect the Gov- 
ernment will be nowhere to be 
seen and the regulator wiQ be 
seeing whom it can fine." 

The Treasury says the aim of 
benc hm a rk i n g is to avoid any 
hasty surprises for the cus- 
tomer. .The products can be 
cheaper because they are so 
simple there is no need for ad- 
vice: no hidden costs, no string 
attached, no notice period and 
nothing damaging in toe small 
{aim. As most in the savings 
industry admit, these are good 
pcmqpfes, tat removing the cost 
of advice has its. own price. 

Sieve Muir, spokesman for 
Axa Sun Life, the insurance 
giant, said: “There’s a Jot of 
mention of how we won’t suf- 
fer any nasty surprises. But 
people nhoare ina uaeker fond 
when the market foils could 


have a very nasty surprise. What 
most people tend to be afraid 
of isn’t, a nasty surprise in the 
small print, but a nasty surprise 
on the markets." 

Those who want a share in- 
vestment but fear a stock mar- 
ket crash have flocked increas- 
ingly over the last three years to 
sav ings vehicles that limit this 
risk. A whole swathe of products 
— including with- profits savings, 
protected funds that guarantee 
return of capital -fit the bill But 
none of these will cany the gov- 
ernment endorsement. 

Further, investment trusts - 
which differ from unit trusts in 
that they are set np as quoted 
companies — have been left out 
of the equation. Big investment 
trust providers, such as Fleming 
and Foreign & Colonial point 
out that many investment trusts 
have lower charges than unit 
trusts - running directly a gain st 
the Treasury’s reasoning. They 
even provide cheap access to 
tracker funds. 

Don Clark, managing di- 
rector of Pep Direct, a leading 
savings adviser, complains that 
the government seal of ap- 
proval wOl be absent front many 
of the best products available to 
a low-risk investor. “Explaining 
to individuals that toe ISA they, 
are being advised to invest in 
does not come with toe gov- 
ernment stamp of approval - 
despite being the best one for 
their needs- wiD be a ridiculous 

state of affairs." 


in one market. 
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MV. TRUST AVS. 


growth of £ 1.000 divested Many people are concerned that investing in just 
over a years one cou |d leave their savings exposed. We 

invest in up to 60 of the world's markets at any one 

FAC SMALLER DO’S m in 

B § time and so aim to reduce the risk of one market 

nc eurotrust Sj Sj having a disproportionate effect; something we 

£ have been doing successfully for 130 years. Many 

of our trusts invest across a range of international 
(v.TMSTMG. markets; you can access them and our expertise by 

| saving regularly through our Private Investor Plan. 

5 With Foreign & Colonial, you put the experts to 

work, spreading your risk flexibly and inexpensively. 

§ For a free brochure. 

Phone 0181 880 8120 

Fax 0181 211 8777 

any time; quoting the coupon code. 

Alternatively, visit our website at 

www.fendcco.uk 

or return the coupon. 

i 

i To: Foreign & Colonial Management lid, PO Bax 11020, 

1 London N4 1UA. 

! PLEASE PRINT 

! Vtje Initial Surname 

! Address 


Postcode 


Code P093A 


Foreign Colonial 


The value of «h*rw and the Income from them can till as vrefl as rise and you may no: get bad: the fufc amount 
invested. Fast performance is no guide to the future. AO fiqures sourced Standard & Poor's McrspaL 31.03 75 . 
31.0138, mid-market prices, net income reinvested, ind. historical 15% nebonaj expense! (Aoua! Plan t haw 
0-2% axnmfcslan and 0.5% Govl Stamp Duty}. Foreign 6 Colonial Management limited (MeuSase d tw tURQ 
and the Personal investment Authority) or its srtsidiarte are the Managers of the mvestmee trjsx 
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Customers should 
not be in the dark 


FINANCIAL MAKEOVER 
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When older age looks like a rosy 
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CLIFFORD GERMAN 


It has been a good week for 
savers, with Northern Rock 
bowing to the storm of 
protest it created last month 
by merging a number of sav- 
ings accounts, cutting the 
rate of interest on most of 
them and penalising savers 
who wanted to switch as 
soon as possible to something 
more profitable. 

Northern Rock has now 
agreed to give savers with no- 
tice accounts as much notice 
of a cut in rates as it requires 
them to give before they can 
withdraw money without loss 
of interest Of course when 
rates are rising savers with no- 
tice accounts will still expect 
to get their rates increased at 
once, or they will give im- 
mediate notice of their in- 
tention to move their money. 

Thanks to its quick, re- 
sponse Northern Rock is no 
longer die immediate target of 
the OFT enquiry set up last 
week but the OFT is com- 
mitted to ensuring that cus- 
tomers are fairly treated and 
there is certainly more that 
needs to be done. Many savers 
are stQl unaware when their 
accounts have become un- 
competitive or when new and 
more attractive accounts be- 
come available, or when long- 
term interest-rales are falling 
and instant access rates are as 
good as notice accounts. 

Northern Rock has al- 
ready painted out that it 
would be an extremely ex- 
pensive proposition to write 
to every one of their in- 


vestors every time a new 
rate or a new account waa in- 
troduced, giving them all the 
information and the oppor- 
tunity to reshuffle their in- 
vestments. But Bank of 
Scotland’s Banking Direct 
arm had the right idea this 
week. Unking the interest on 


its instant access savings ac- 
count for amounts over 
£5,000 to 0_25 per cent below 
the current Bank of Scotland 
base rate. That at least is a 
more reliable indicator than 
on the vast majority of say- 
ings accounts, but why only 
for investors over £5,000 I 
wonder? 

There b also no doubt that 
for the past three years in a 
desperate attempt to pinch 


building societies alike have 
been giving special mortgage 
deals and discounts to new 
customers (including special 
offers to tempt home-owners 
.to remortgage without mov- 
ing house) which were not 
available to their own exist- 
ing customers. 

Some mutuals, such as 
Nationwide and Britannia 
building societies, have since 
introduced loyalty bonuses 
for existin g customers and 
discounts for those who keep 
the same lender when they 
move house, but the best re- 
mortgage deals are still avail- 
able only for borrowers who 
switch lenders. Lenders jus- 
tify unfairness in the name of 
competition. I wonder if the 
OFT will tackle that issue. 


Name: Michael Greer 
Age: 58 *! 

Occupations Retired computer 
engineer 

The problem: Mr Greer was 
made redundant cwo years ago. 
He does charity work that oc- 
cupies about three (fays a week 
and m the summer he enjoys 
watching Lancashire pfay cricket 
act Old Trafferd. His mortgage is 
paid off fas pension Is adequate 
for day-to-day expenses, and he 
has bufle up- a portfolio of in- 
vestments. They indude an in- 
vestment bond with Irish Life, 
another with Equitable Life. He 
has a rol-over' Tessa with the Hal- 
ifax, a National Savings first 
bond, five differ ent shares in setf- 

sdect FTP accounts, some Bank 
of Ireland shares and odds and 
ends In Premium Bonds and the 
Bradford & EUngley. It adds up to 
a substantial and diversified port- 
folia But has he got the balance 
right for the future? 

He has four main objectives: 

I. To be able to supplemait his 
pension income in fature years 
Z To be abte to pay for long-term 
care should the need arise 
3. To avoid the need to fin in an 
annual income tax return 
A. To take care of inheritance tax 
demands 

The adviserr Garry Haywood 
is a (farmer at Allied Associates, 
based in Twickenham, Middlesex 
(0181-891 0711). The firm is part 
of . the DBS network and regu- 
lated by the Personal Investment 
Authority 

The advice: Michael Greer is 
the epitome of Mr Micawber's 
happy man, the one- whose in- 
come is & and his expenditure 
is 19s 64. Thanks to a combina- 
tion of shrewd investment, some 
redundancy money and inherited 
shares, Mr Greer has amassed 


sufficient assets to see him 
through his allotted span. When 
an Irish Ufa policy matured in 
1993 he was happy with the re- 
turns and reinvested in an Irish 
Life Bond _ . 


When his mother died in 19S5 
Mr Greer inherited from her a 
modest holding in the Bank of 
Ireland. Over the years his in- 
vestment has grown and he has 
reinvested the dividends in fur- 
ther shai^ Over the past three 
tax years he has switched some 
of the shares into self-select 
PEPS by selling shares to rein- 
vest immediately in a PEP. 

This technique is known as 
“bed and pepping" and re- 
mains .effective for this year at 
least (unlike the “bed and 
hT T-alffeqtng ". or^Tli n g enough 
shares to establish a tax-free 
profit anil buying them back im- 
mediately to establish a new 
and higher base for future 
gains). Bed and breakfast was 
made ineffective in the last 
Budget, but “bed and ISA" will 
probably re main an effective 
way of converting taxable into 
tax-free investments in future. 

In fact Mr Greer could have 
reduced his liability to both 
income tax on dividends and 
capital gains tax on realised 
gains much more by bed and* 
pepping much earlier, but his 
PEPs will give him tax-free in- 
come and exempt firm from 
gains if he needs to seQ in future. 

One area of concern I have 
is that this single holding in 
Bank of Ireland rep re sents get- 
ting on for half of Mr Greer’s 
capital assets, a large amount 
of his eggs in one basket. 

His pensioo is index-linked 
at 3 per cent a year which 
should help his income keep 



Michael Greer is sitting 
comfortably: shrewd 
investments and inherited 
shares have given him a 
diversified and taJ^efficient 

portfolio . .. 

r . Photograph 

Martin Rid«ett/NTJ 
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£3,000. This could be eliminat- 
ed’ by putting his investment j. 
bonds in mist for his benefida- . T7 

ries. This can easily be done by 
writing to the bond providers, - 

Irish Life and Equitable Life, 
and as kin g for a trust form. _ 

Mr Greer has also taken foe 
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pare with inflation. He has ear- 
marked the proceeds of his 
roD-over Tessa which matures in 
three years’ time to pay for any 
capital items such as a new car. 

. His income is adequate to 
fond the cost of long-term care, 
so there is no need to worry 
about whether to invest in a pol- 
icy to help supplement his in- 


come .should the need arise. 
While a policy is often the 
only practical way for individ- 
uals whose income will not 
stretch to the £20,000 a year 
that a residential home can cost 
over a long period of time, it is 
a sad fact that the average 
time of funding long-term care 
is only three years. 


He has also structured his 
investments in such away that 
he hns no liability for the high- 
er rate of income tax, and there 
is therefore no need for him to 
fill in an annual tax return. His 
final objective is to minimise 
his inheritance tax liability. Cur- 
rently there is a very small po- 
tential Liability of approximately 


wise precauuon oinh»u® .r 
and thus insuring that his mon- 
ey goes exactly where be wants 
it to. This is particularly im- 
portant should you wish char- . 
ities or non-family members to 
benefit 

He has the happy prospect 
of lookin g forward to his oldage . 
pension being paid when he 
reaches his 65th birthday. At 
this point he will need to keep . 

dose watch that he does not fall JF, 
into the age-allowance trap, 
which reduces the additional 
tax-free allowance he is entitled 
to after 65 by £1 for every £2 
he earns above the threshold^ 
currently £36,200. He could 
do this by continuing to switch 
assets into tax-exempt 'bonds' 
andlSAs. 

But all in all it makes a pfeas* . 
ant Hiange to review actuation . _ 
where there is little requirement ‘ 
for change, ft might still be use- 
ful for Mr Greer to work with 
an independent finandal ad- 
viser in order to take advantage 
of all the changes in legislation * 
and investment opportunities 
over tbe years. 
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We make all your 


UNDER THE SPOTLIGHT/SCOTTISH AMICABLE’S 
GUARANTEED PEAK BOND 


The product: Scottish Ami- 
cable’s Guaranteed Peak Bond. 



money work harder. 


The deal: Invest a lump sum 
of £5,000 or more before 17 July 
and Lock it in for at least six 
years and four months. When 
the bond reaches maturity on 
10 December, investors will 
get the difference between the 
FT-SE’s best performance in 
that period and its performance 
in the first 12 months. 
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enjoy instant - 

: ^^^4;baak accoorit . 
your mewiey ■ 
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• Invest from £1000 for £rriss p-a. 

• Interest is earned irom day one and 
can be paM noonthly on fi$0Q0 ^^tnore^ ' 

• Open by post or at any branch. 


Phis points: It’s called a ‘Teak” 
bond because it caters for in- 
vestor who are worried the FT- 
SE may be at its peak. In tbe 
worst case - the FT-SE falling 
steadily for six years - investors 


will do better than in a fond that 
simply trades tbe index; they will 
get their money back. T 
If the FT-SE jiimpsTip and : 
down for six years, inv^tors 
avoid taking a chance on itsyal- ’ 
ue on maturity in 2004. SootAm 
will measure the FT-SE’s per- 
formance each day by taking its 
average level over the past 12 
months. Investors are guaran- 
teed the difference between the 
highest level erf the FT-SE, on this 
measure, and its level in tbe first 
year. But that only applies if they 
do not surrender before 2004. 


from a higher base: they are not 
guaranteed such a great return. 
If the FT-SE rises in its last year, 
they will get less than in a sim- 
ple. FT-SE tracker. . _ :r 
"There isa cfaaigeqf5 per cent 
of the initial investment - hefty 
for this sort of produetbut not to- 
taffy unreasonable. Bill investors 
must be sure that they wffl. stick 
with the bond until December 
2004. Surrender before that date, 
and foe guarantees will evaporate. 


Verdict: A good investment for 
worriers who also want some of 
the FT-SE action. 


Drawbacks and risks: If the 
FT-SE does very well over the 
next year, investors will start 


Marks out of five: Three and 
a half. 
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ON £l,CC-0 OR MORE 

(oli i i vc tor more details on 

0800 74 24 37 


fax on 01452 37 36 81 
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Cheltenham & Gloucester 


Rrtum diii coupon, using first-class post, to: 
C&G Invest Direct, PO Box 116, Fareham, 

Hants POt5 5UT. 

Pleuse send more mfacnuckm HZ3 

l/We enclose £ to invest in a C&G 

Instant Transfer account (minimum balance £1.000, 
maximum £3 million}. 

Please give details of your bank account you wish to link to 
vonr Instant Transfer account. 


Back account no. 

□□□□□□□□□□ 


Sort code 


Account name 


Full namc(s) 

(2JMr(Mn/Miss. 
Address 



Signed (1st applicant) , - — 

Signed {2nd applicant) 
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insurance 

what’s in V°6u? 


The warm fading chat your family is financially wdl protected if you die, but 
lirde else. Your life premiums look alter their future, not yours. 


The Cash-Back Term Assurance policy from Zurich Municipal is very 
different. It guarantees ro return 50% of che premiums you’ve paid when the 
polity finally expires - provided you haven’t. 


50% cashback 


And while this is a very welcome saving, it doesn’t stop there. If you are a 
public sector employee, you will be enrided to a further privileged discount 
of 1 5% on the cost of your premiums during the whole term of the policy. 


15% Off 


The Cash-Back Term Assurance policy from Zurich Municipal - foil life 
cover if you the - 50% of your premiums back if you don’t. 


To get more out of your life insurance, call: 


0800 147 147 


Open: 9am-8pm Monday to Friday, 9am-lpm Saturday. 

Please give the reference: IND2305 

few your secunty, all telephone caffs on the above number win 
oe recorded and randomly monitored. Cover and premiums are 
subject to individual assessment 
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As radical chic as it gets 


Collect to invest: Italian design from the 
flower-power era turned convention 
upside-down. Now it's shaking London 
salerooms. John Windsor reports 


Kalian design is hot stuff. In 1968, 
white students and workers took 
to the streets in Paris, Berkeley 
and at the LSE in the cause of 
politics, I talians were rioting 
about design. They forced the 
L 14th Milan Triennale exhibition 
to dose after protesting that its 
designs were too mainstream. 

Remember that next time 
you have the chance to sit in a 
Dorifbra armchair designed by r 
the maverick Italian Alchimia 
group.. It mocks both over- 
elaborate traditional design and 
the constraints of modernism. 
Both a joke and a statement. A 
political statement, if you like. 
You can almost hear it talk. 

In the late Seventies, Akhi- 
mia held gallery exhibitions that 
promoted design as art. They 
were a form of social/potitical 
subversion that has had no 
equal in this country. The near- 
r est we have had to it is pop art 

- and punk. 

Furniture, lamps, kitchen ap- 
pliances and glass by turbulent 
Italian designers have become' 
historical objects. Not just art his- 
tory, but social and political his- 
tory. This is wty museums across 
the world are competing for 
examples, pushing up prices. 

There has been a sudden del- 
uge of Italian design in the Lon- 
don salerooms. Sotheby's and 
Bonhams held sales this month 

- with instinctive results - and 
a sale containing the choicest, 
most iconic pieces is at Christie's 

• * South Kensington on 3 June 
(2pm). It is South Ken's first sale 
dedicated to Italian design. 

Museums have been spend- 
ing heavily because they fear 
that the Pesce Gaetano giant 
anglepoise lamp (1970-71) or the 
Cini Boerl “Serpentone” chair 
(1971) might be the last one they 
will get a chance to bid for. 

This puts private buyers in a 
dilemma. Museums and rich col- 
lectors need only one example 
of each classic chair or lamp. 
Once they have bought ana, tbdy 
will not bid again. Demand then 
loses its edge. But who can tell 


when that is about to happen? 
A track record of auction values 
will have been established, and 
estimates win remain at decep- 
tively optimistic levels. 

You have to gamble. By re- 
fusing to engage in a saleroom 
duel, you might miss the last 
Gruppo Dam books-shaped 
“Ubro" chair (1970). On the 
other hand, you might find that J 
soon afterwards, one more is 
tempted into auction by the high 
prices, just as competitive bid- 
ding is tailing off. There is one 
in the forthcoming South Ken 
sale estimated £2,000-£2,500. 
An incomplete one in Sotheby’s 
sale last week was unsold at an 
estimated £1,000-£1,500. 

Now is a good time to try 
your luck at auction because the 
May design sales have been 
hard on the pockets of museums 
and collectors alike . There have 
been record prices this month 
at Los Angeles Modem Auc- 
tions, the Treadway Gallery in 
New York, Sotheby’s Chicago 
and Christie’s Los Angeles. 

This, coupled with the got- 
one-already syndrome, might 
explain the mixed reception 



A tilt a* classical design that might leave you with back strain: above. Studio 65’s 
‘CaprteJIo’ (1771) and, below, the Gruppo GM upholstered tubular steel ‘Rocco’ (1970) 


gjven at London auctions recent- 
ly to examples of a genuine rar- 
ity-. the upholstered tubular steel 
Gruppo G14 “Fiocco" lounge 
chair (1970). Or is it because no 
one can sit for more than two 
min utes on the arty, sculptural 
thing without back strain? 

One at Bonhams on Wednes- 
day, estimated £1,200-£1,400 
and missing a part, failed to find 
a buyer. Of two at Sotheby’s last 

week, both estimated £1,500- 
£1300, one fetched £1,725, the 



other was unsold But last March 
Christie's South Ken got £2,070 
for one. Demand seems to be 
wavering, but the chair is still a 
classic. Will anybody bid the es- 
timated £1300-£2,000 for South 
Ken’s example? How many 
more are likely to come to auc- 
tion? How many were made, 
anyway? That's the thing with 
Italian design. No one really 
knows. An educated guess says 
there were around 200 Fioccos. 

Other classics on offer at 
South Ken: the scrumptious 
Gruppo Strum design group’s 
“Pratone" (meadow) chair - if 
you can call it a chair. It is a piece 
of pop art, a mat with giant 
polyurethane spikes resembling 
blades of grass. Its anti-design 
Tnffgage is: bring the outside in 
- let radical design groups infil- 
trate society. One was unsold at 
£3,500 at Sotheby’s last year. 
South Ken's is a 1986 re-edition 
estimated £24>00-£3,500. 

As for the classic, and classi- 
cal, “CapitelkT, by Studio 65 
(1971), that tilts at Roman archi- 
tecture and is tilted in a way foal 
makes it unsittable on; one was 
unsold, estimated £2^200-£2£00, 
at Bonhams two years ago. 
British collectors were not as 
dued up then as now. A year 
later, one sold for £2330 at 
South Ken. Another on 3 June 
is estimated £2,000-£2300. 

•Go for dasas chairs and light- 
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Framlington Financial Fund has a record of consistent 
outperformance. Overthe last five years, a £1,000 
investment would have grown by 176% to £2,760.* 

We believe that 1998 will be another excellent year for the Fund 
because die arguments for investment m the financial 
sector are as strong as even 

Before you make this year's PEP decision, ask your 
Financial Adviser for details or ring 

0345 023138 


+ 30 % 



Richard Parson, manager 
oflheFramth&on 
Financial Fund ' 
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ing - show-off objects for the 
sitting-room not the kitchen. 
Bonhams’ undistinguish ed Ital- 
ian tubular steel folding chairs 
and lamps were unwanted. Id the 

same sale Ettore Sottsass’s 
Vedic-inspired “Yantra” vases 
were popular at around £500. 

But two-cfimenskmalworksstuck 

- even acrylics and gouaches by 
Alessandro Guerriero. 

Star turn at Christie’s South 
Ken on 3 June will be the fust 
appearance at auction in Lon- 
don of the Archizoom gronp’s 
pop art “Safari" six-sea ter sofa, 
designed with upholstered imi- 
tation leopard skin in 1968. Did 
Archizoom really mean to im- 
pose social intercourse on six 
people by seating them in a cir- 
cle? Or is it a comment on so- 
cial regimentation? To try it out 
at home will cost you £8,000- 
£12,000. But watch out - some 
well-brought-up museum cura- 
tor with tidy habits might have 
taken a fancy to it. 

Christie’s South Kensington, 85 
Old Brompton Road, London 
SW7 (0171 -5S1 7611). 


INTERNET INVESTOR 


An attractive 

site that offers 
a cuddly * 
corporate guide 

to lead the way 
ROBIN AMLOT _ Policy Plusius 



It has been quite a week for 
news that will affect the way 
the Internet and the 
World Wide Web is likely to 
develop. The US Justice De- 
partment and 20 stales’ At- 
torneys General threw the 
collective book at software 
giant Microsoft over its Web 

browser. This case will drag on 

for some time before it is re- 
solved. It has, after all, taken 
the Justice Department eight 
years to get to this point. It 
first began investigating 
Microsoft in 1990. 

Of more imm ediate sig- 
nificance to anybody who al- 
ready surfs the Web is the 
deciaon reached at the World 
Dade Organisation in Gene- 
va this week. A deal was put 
forward that would bar gov- 
ernments for the next year 
from trying to collect tariffs on 
computer programmes and 
any other electronic goods 
delivered across national fron- 
tiers via the Internet 

The proposal does not cov- 
er Inte rnet shopping involving 
products ordered from a Web- 
site and delivered by ordinary 
mail. What this means is that 
you can buy and download 
software from a Website in the 
US, for example, without cre- 
ating a potential Value Added 
Thx liability for yonrself. How- 
ever, tf you order the software 
on disc or CD together with 
a manual and ft s delivered by 

the postman, you wiD have to 
pay VAX 

You can keep up to date 
with developments on the 


case UgdlHhL iVAfcivww*- —7 — 

the trade issue by checking out 
thfe Justice Department and • 
WTO Websites. 

Among recent newcom- 
ers to the Web, Bath-based 
traded endowment policy 

(TOP) firm PolicyPlus has es- 
tablished an attractive site. No 

doubt on the grounds that we 
our hands firmly holding 
in cyberspace, the site offers 
a cuddly corporate guide to 
lead the way. He appears to 
be a refugee from the Aster- 
ix range of books, a Roman 
soldier by the name of Polky- 
Plusius. It leaves me wonder- 
ing who gets paid to think up 
things like this but I suppose 
with the “plus" of PblicyPlus 
being a Latin word the choice 
of mascot was obvious, if not 
Obvius. My own reaction is 
that he appears to be Ridicu- 
lus. 

Nevertheless, the site does 
achieve its aim of clarifying the 
process of buying and selling 
traded endowment policies. 
For all that he is a gi mmick , 
Policy Plusius does serve a 
useful purpose as a link to the 
site's Jargon Buster. If there 
is any word or phrase which 
you do not understand you 
may either dick on him or on 
the word itself to gp to the Jar- 
gon Buster for an explanation. 

If yon are thinkin g of sell- 
ing your endowment policy, 
PblicyPlus will value !t for you 
presiding that it has run for at 
least 25 per cent of its term or 
a minimum of seven years and 
has a surrender value of at 


least £2,000. There is an on- 
line Quotation Request Fonn 

font you can fill in to receive 
a free, no obligation valuation 
within 48 hours or less, which 
is. guaranteed for a period of 
15 days (even if bonus rates 
foil during that time). 

There is a brief explanation 

OT the Vftbsite telling you how 

foe company arrives at its 
valuations. PolicyPlus takes 
foe current value of a policy, 
applies the current bonus 
rates, both reversionary and 
terminal, through to maturi- 
ty. This Formula Maturity 
Vhlue is then discounted back 
to the current date to arrive 


at a purchase price 

The site also caters for 
potential policy purchasers. 
PolicyPlus provides explana- 
tions of the taxation and legal 

issues involved in TEPs and in- 
cludes information from life 
companies. T here i s a list on 
the site of the TEPs current- 
ly available on the company’s 
books and you may also reg- 
ister to receive sales lists of 
available policies updated on 
a weekly basis. 

PolicyPlus c laims to be un- 
u snal among TEP market- 
makers in having appoints! an 
independent firm of sofidtors 
to handle the legal aspects of 
its TEP sales and purchases. 

■ No charge is made on cus- 
tomers for the involvement of 

foe firm, Thrings & Long. It 
is the largest firm of solicitors 
in Bath and has been in busi- 
ness for more than 200 years. 

There is also a telephone 
helpline for those who re- 
mained mystified by the work- 
ings of the Web or who prefer 
not to commit their policy de- 
tails or requirements to cy- 
berspace. 

PcJky Phis: vrww. polkyptiS.corn 

US Justice Dept www.usdojjpv 

World Tirade Organisation : 
www.wto.org 
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Turning point in Far East? 
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Direct line Rates 


SAVINGS RATES 

MORTG AGE RATE 
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Direct Line Standard Variable Mortgage Rato 


VARIABLE RATE 


7.94% 


PERSONAL LOAN RATES 


Direct Line Personal Loans 


AMOUNT OF LOAN 


& 


£ 



AH rates correct at 12th May 1998. 


0181 667 1121 


SAVINGS 


0181 649 9099 


MORTGAGES 



0181 680 9966 


PERSONAL LOANS 
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the Direct Line products listed above, please phone the appropriate 
number quoting ref. INDBB60 
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Sark is such a wonderful is- 
land. The tranquil atmos- 
phere delivers such a restful 
frame of mind that you be- 
come totally detached from 
the world. It was not surpris- 
ing when, after a mere five 
days, I had forgo lien that 
there had ever been an Asian 
crisis. Until President Suhar- 
to resigned, of course. But 
does this change at the top re- 
ally make any difference? 

Incoming President Habi- 
bie has a reputation for being 
an economic wild card. In the 
past he has been responsible 
for a rather erratic interest-rate 
policy and for seeking to turn 
the commodity-based econo- 
my of the third most populous 
nation on earth into something 
rather more high-tech - not so 
far successfully achieved. He 
was also vice-president under 
Suharto. 

It will take a while to gain 
the measure of the new man, 
but much will depend on how 
“much he is prepared to co-op- 
erate with the IMF. They 
should really be in the driving 
seat now, but he may have his 
own ideas about how In- 
donesians should manage 
their way out of their prob- 
lems. And, of course, we do 
not know if the dvfl unrest will 
now moderate. 

It all prompted me to re- 
consider these markets on 
the other side of the world. Wfe 
are approaching the first an- 
niversary of the start of the 
Asian crisis, with every indi- 
cation that the story will run 
and run. Domestic demand in 
the region remains flat, but 
this is helping the balance of 
payments position of these 
countries. At some stage the 
major international banks - 
who arguably were responsi- 
ble for the collapse when they 
collectively withdrew rheir 
support - will feel more con- 
fidentandx^umtother^icHL 
Certainly, talking to Alan But- 
ler-Hendetsou, who used to be 


ING Baring’s man in the Far 
East, before becoming an in- 
dependent commentator on 
the region, thinks that markets 
like Thailand and Malaysia 
have fallen to levels that dis- 
count all current problems. I 
hope he is righL 

There is some sign that big 
business is beginning to dip a 
toe in the water, even if in- 
ternational money managers 
are stfll steering well clear. 
South-east Asia is a long way 
from being written off. 

Of course, Japan remains 
a focal point, in Mr Butler- 
Henderscra’s view, bonds in 
"Ibkyo are over-bought and eq- 
uities over-sold. Interestingly, 
he thinks that any correction 
might have implications for 
other equity markets. When 
the Japanese regain their con- 
fidence, they are likely to 
bring money back onshore. 

What has been interesting 
about this whole sony affair is 
bow little impact it has had on 
the developed stock markets. 
In practice, the value of share 
markets in South-east Asia are 
of relatively little significance, 
if you exclude Japan. It may 
still take some time for the sit- 
uation to fully unwind, but the 
long-term advantages - large 
populations, aspiring con- 
sumers, a strong work ethic - 
remain intact 

So far as Indonesia is con- 
cerned, they were a lot further 
behind many parts of the re- 
gion and the considerable dis- 
ruption that the events of the 
prat few weeks will have de- 
livered to the economy will not 
make recoveiy any easier, it 
will be a long time before we 
see them back on an upward 
path, but maybe the wrast is be- 
hind them. It looks time to give 
the region more than just a cur- 
sory gjance. But widows and or- 
phans should still stay dear. 


Brian Torn is chairman of the 
Greig Middleton Investment 
Strategy Committee. 
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New from Friends Provident-. 

The Stewardship International PEP. 
Tax-free profit, no harm done. 


The new Friends Provident Stewardship £960 million on beh 

International PEP aims to invest in companies which who want profit and 
make a positive contribution to society. So you can Get on The Blu 

expect a very decent return, tax-free. 
and without exploiting The Earth’s 
resources, human or otherwise. 

Friends Provident are pioneers in ethical Stewardship Internet 

investment and in the past 13 years have invested Call 0800 00 00 80 now. 

Get on The Blue Line 


£960 million on behalf of Stewardship customers 
who want profit and principles. 

Get on The Blue Line now, direct to Friends 
Provident. You'll deal with friendly 
qualified people who'll explain all 
you want to know about the new 
Stewardship International PEP. 
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Rates have fallen dramatically over the 
last six months. 
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If you have an existing life policy we 
can probably replace the cover for a 
lot less than you are paying at the 
moment. 
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From just one phone call we will send 
you quotations from the twenty leading 
companies and arrange your cover at 
the most competitive rate. 


P« 


No salesmen, no fuss, just expert 

Independent advice. 
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J. Personal Financial Services Ltd 

Freepost CN 2673, Sutton, Surrey SM3 8BR 

For your free Assurance line illustration call: 


0181 643 9663 

email: assurance@assuranceline.co.uk 
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steps into ISA minefield 



THE 

JONATHAN 
DAVIS 
_ COLUMN 

With the market as ft is just now, ft 
makes sense for new investors to put 
long-term money into an index-tracking 
^ fund, not an actively managed one 


Helen .Liddell, the Treasury 
minister responsible for fi- 
nancial services, has a reputa- 
tion for being a tough cookie. 
I hope she is, for she w2 ] cer- 
tainly need a thick hide if she 
is to see off the howl of indus- 
try protests that have greeted 
the Government's latest pro- 
posals for ISAs (individual sav- 
ings accounts). 

The Treasury this week pro- 
duced its second consultation 
document on the subject, in- 
cluding details for the first 
time of the voluntary bench- 
marks which it hopes con- 
sumers will use for guidance 
when deciding which ISA to 
pick. The Government’s idea is 
to set minimum standards for 


cost and simplicity against 
which each ISA can be judged. 
If an ISA does not meet those 
standards - for example be- 
cause it costs more than the 
benchmark annual manage- 
ment fee -it can stiD be offered 
for sale and qualify for tax-free 
status. But what it won't qual- 
ify for is the government stamp 
of approval, which the so- 
called CAT standard will in- 
evitably be seen as. Now it 
doesn’t take a genius to work 
out that any ISAs which don't 
qualify for this kind of approval 
are going to be a lot harder to 
sell than those which are. ' 
Philip War land, the direc- 
tor general of Autif, the unit 
trust industry’s trade body. 


was so incensed by what the 
Government is proposing that 
he felt moved to describe this 
week's proposals as “eco- 
nomically illiterate, political- 
ly inept and lethal for some 
consumers". 

Meanwhile, over at the reg- 
ulators’ comer, both Howard 
Davies, the head of the Fi- 
nancial Services Authority, and 
Peter Dean, the Investment 
Ombudsman, expressed doubts 
about the wisdom of trying to 
set standards for any kind of 
equity-based investment prod- 
uct. Their concern seems to be 
that, by implicitly endorsing 
products which by their nature 
are not risk-free, the Govern- 
ment is in danger of raising 
public expectations and finding 
itself blamed for inducing peo- 
ple to put their money into 
something that turns out to 
have been ill-advised, or even 
to have cost them money. 

They have a point, though 
quite why anyone should ever 
regard a Government en- 
dorsement for a financial prod- 
uct as implying any sort of 
guarantee of performance has 
always baffled me. (You only 
have to think back to War 
Loan or indeed gilts for most 
of the post-war period to realise 
that the last person you should 
ever buy a financial promise 
from is a democratically elect- 
ed government, which is prone 


to expensive inflationary 
habits). 

Most of what the Govern- 
ment had tp say in its consul- 
tation document this week was, 
however, admirable common 
sense. What it is Hying to pro- 
mote is what every consumer 
also should want -which is law 
cost, trustworthy, financial sav- 
ings products where they have 
some assurance they will not be 
ripped off. The biggest talking 
point was its proposal to make 
the benchmark standards for 
equity-based funds so restric- 
tive. Its proposal is to allow only 
index-tracking funds and funds 
which offer single pricing (as 
opposed to the traditional unit 
trust bid-offeT spread) to qual- 
ify. No actively managed funds, 
therefore, and - equally sur- 
prisingly - no investment trusts 
at all (even index- tracking 
funds). The Government has 
yet to spell out the kind of man- 
agement fee it has in mind for 
ISAs, but it seems to he think- 
ing in terms of a 1 per cent an- 
nual fee. 

Well, high-minded it may 
be, but it is hard to think of a 
more calculated affront to the 
marketing departments of the 
fund management industry. 
Unit trusts in particular are 
used to charging much higher 
fees on average for their ac- 
tively managed funds {and 
profiting hugely from them), 


and have been looking forward 
to pitching into tbe new ISA 
market with gusto. No wonder 
that Mr Wtrland was so af- 
fronted. Heavens, before long 
the Government will be saying 
that the average actively man- 
aged unit trust does not offer 
good value for money. And 
where we would be then? 

Well, regular readers of 
this column will not be sur- 
prised to hear me say that 1 
think the Government is on the 
right track, at least as far as this 
element of its plans is con- 
cerned. For someone who has 
made the decision to invest in 
the equity market for the 
medium to long-term period, 
then an index-tracking fund is 
the first place that he or she 
should think about putting 
their money. 

Not necessarily the only 
place, mind you, but defi- 
nitely the first place. In fact, 
with charges where they are 
today , 1 would go so far as to 
say that tbe Government 
would be irresponsible if it im- 
plicitly or explicitly tried to 
steer such a person into most 
actively managed funds in 
those circumstances. 

Given that the whole point 
of ISAs is meant to be to en- 
courage people who do not or- 
dinarily save at all to do so for 
the first time, then the case for 
sticking to index funds is a 


powerful one. (Of course it is 
always open to the industry to 
fry and come up with an ac- 
tively managed fond which is 
as cheap as a tracker fund - 
since if my reading of the con- 
sultative document is right, it 
is the value of money that is as 
much sticking poiot for actively 
managed funds as the under- 
lying principle of how they are 
run). 

By its own lights, therefore, 
the Government has probably 
acted sensibly. But that will 
not be enough to stop it run- 
ning into a wall of flak from 
an industry that has realised 
tbe danger of being excluded 
from a great potential mar- 
keting opportunity - nor from 
unhappy wealthier savers who 
have profited nicely over the 
years from the PEPs and Tes- 
sas experience and would un- 
derstandably like to continue 
the experience. Whether the 
Government is wise to start 
meddling in this issue at all. 
however, is quite another 
matter. 

It is creating a lot of rods for 
its own back - and one has to 
wonder whether it will come to 
regret trying to be prescriptive 
at all in this potential minefield. 
With the stock market where 
it is, the potential for trouble 
ahead is huge. Let nobody ac- 
cuse Mrs Liddell of lacking 
courage, however. 


loose change 


The cost of borrowing is 
still felling. The Prudential 
yesterday cut its personal 
[nan rales lo 11.7 par cent 
APR on amounts over 
£10,000, and 12.7 per cent 
on amounts from £5,000 to 
£10,000. Loan offers go as 
low as £1.000 where the in- 
terest rate is 17.9 percent. 
The Pru claimed its rates 
undercut the traditional 
lenders such as Barclays 
and Nat West by between 3 
and 3 per cent. Loans can 
be repaid over one to five 
years, and there are no 
penalties for paying loans 
off early. 

Tesco Personal Finance 
has launched its first per- 
sona] loans, available over 
the phone and in 120 stores 
throughout the UK. Rates 
start at 10.9 per cent on 
amounts between £7,500 
and £10,000, rising to 133 
per cent on sums between 
£3,000 and £7,500, 13.7 per 
cent between £2,000 and 
£3,000 and 14.7 per cent 
APR on sums of £1,000 to 
£2,000. Loans can be 
arranged for any purpose 
including consolidating ex- 
isting loans and credit-card 
borrowing, optional pay- 
ment protection cover is 
available to maintain pay- 
ments in the event of illness, 


injury or unemployment 
and there are no early re- 
payment fees. 

Fixed-rate mortgages are 

still coming down in cost. In 
the past few days Abbey 
National has replaced its ex- 
isting range of fixed-rate 
mortgages with new offers 
charging up to 0.2 points 
less than the existing series. 
New rates include 4.95 per 
cent fixed for two years, 5.7 
per cent for three years up 
to 90 percent of the proper- 
ty value and with no penal- 
ties for redemption after the 
fixed-rate term. 

Nationwide has cut rates 
by up to 03 per cent on its 
new two, three-, five- and 10- 
year fixed-rate mortgages, 
which now cost 5.19 per 
cent, 5.69 per cent, 539 per 
cent and 6.49 per cent re- 
spectively for customers 
moving home (remortgagers 
pay a touch over 7 per cent.) 
Nationwide, like most of its 
rivals, now charges redemp- 
tion penalties for loans paid 
off early, eg within five years 
on a two-year fix, within six 
years on a three-year fix and 
within seven years on a five- 
year fix. A £295 fee and Na- 
tionwide’s insurance are also 
needed to get the lowest 
rales: 


MONEY & ETHICS 


You can keep your ethical stance in your portfolio 


%he range of ethical 
funds keeps 
growing, and 
performance figures 
show that what is 
good for your 
conscience need 
not be bad for your 
bank balance, says • 
lain Morse 

In April of this year, 20 ethical 
unit trusts owned assets worth 
just over £1324m. Returns from 
the 37 funds available fiveyears 
'# ago show an average perfor- 
mance of 86.2 per cent, against 
an average for all UK unit trusts 
and open-ended investment 
companies (OEICs) of 76.7 per 
cent over the- same period. 

But returns on particular 
funds in this sbetor can vary and 
making the right choice is. im- 
portant. With income re-in- 
vested for growth, top 
performer Framlington Health 
increased in value by 164 per 
cent over a five-year period to 
1st April this year. By contrast, 
QericalMedfcal Evergreen in- 
creased in value by just 29^ per 
cent over the same period 

There arealso alternatives to 
unit and investment trusts open 
to ethically minded investors; a 
number of stockbrokers arid 
IFAsnow offer the facility to run 
'Sr ethical share portfolios. - 


According to fleur Leach, 
ethical fond manager at Albert 
E. Sharpe: “The option of buy- 
ing an ethical share portfolio is 
neglected by many private in- 
vestors, who perhaps don’t re- 
alise it is available." 

Understanding the differ- 
ences between these types of in- 
vestment approach is a good 
starting point for anyone who 
wants to build up an ethical 
portfolio. 

Unit trusts are “pooled in- 
vestmbnts a 'where 3 a fond is set 
. up under a legal trust;, which 
specifies the range of shares and 
other types of financial instru- 
ment that can be bought or sold 
by tbe food managers. These are 
“open-ended* funds: new mon- 
ey buys new units, and if you 
want to reaEse your holding you 
must redeem its value from the 
fund trustees. 

The cost, of such invest- 
ments, including any commis- 
sion payable to a broker, comes 
out of tbe bid/offer spread, or 
difference between the price at 
which you buy a unit and re- 
deem its value back again. Most 
ethical unit trusts have spreads 
of between 5 and 6 per cent: 
Scottish Equitable comes top 
with 631 per cent, while new- 
comer Standard life has cut its 
spread -to just. 339 per cent 

Annual management 
charges for ethical unit trusts are 
usually between 1 and 13 per 
cent, although Equitable life 
has reduced this to just 03 per 
cent and Standard life is on the 
low side at 0.95 per cent. City 
Financial Acorn ethical is top 
charger at 1.75 per cent. 

With the exception of Abbey 



Arms dealing? No thanks. If this is your view, there are several options for investment 


Life's ethical unit trust, all of 
those available can be pur- 
chased in a PEP wrapper. Min- 
imum initial investments range 
from £500 to £1,000. Most al- 
low additional top-up payments 
of between £100 and £250. 
Some also offer monthly savings 
plans ranging from just £25 a 
month with Ab trust, up to £100 
a month with Friends Provident. 

The ethical investment trust 
sector is narrow, with just three 
providers. Friends Provident, 
Jupiter, and Commercial 
Union. Of these. Friends Prov- 
ident runs the largest with an as- 
set value of around £33zo, but 


recent performance has been 
lacklustre. 

According to David 
Bromige, of ethical- IFA 
Bromige & Partners, the first 
step in fund selection is “getting 
a very clear idea of which areas 
an investor wishes to avoid and 
any they wish to support. This 
shonld leave a shortlist of unit 
trusts acceptable to them.” 

Tbebestsouireofinfbnnatioii 
on these funds, “Money & 
Ethics", comes from the Ethical 
Inves tment Research Service 
(EIRIS)- This analyses each fond 
in team of negative criteria in- 
vestment areas they avoid, and 


positive criteria areas they supper 

Because of screening, most 
ethical funds hold a high pro- 
portion of shares in small and 
medium -sized companies: The 
yield or income derived from 
such shares tends to be on the 
low side. 

“Shares In large, mature 
companies often have low price 
to earnings ratios," explains Ms 
Leach, “rewarding shareholders 
with high dividends as much as 
the prospect of capital growth. 
Smaller companies, particular- 
ly those seeking to grow rapid- 
ly, will need to keep their profits 
to hind expansion." 


This means that most ethi- 
cal funds are run for growth, not 
income. Both Friends Provident 
and NP1 offer income funds, but 
tbe gross yields on these fell be- 
low average yields available 
from non-ethical income funds. 

Mr Bromige thinks tbe best 
way round this for investors is 
to “buy funds for growth, use 
your annual capital gains tax al- 
lowance, and plan to realise 
some of your gains each year by 
encashing units." 

For the ethically minded 
with larger sums to invest - typ- 
ically £100,000 or more - a 
number of fond managers offer 
discretionary portfolio man- 
agement services. Credit Suisse 
is a leader in tbe field, with an 
individually tailored portfolio. 

If you want lotmy and man- 
age your own portfolio of shares 
EIRIS offer a share screening 
service, selecting stocks accord- 
ing to negative and positive cri- 
teria. But subscribers win have 
to do their own research on 
which shares they then buy or 
sell, unless they go to a stock- 
broker for further advice. Albert 
E Shaipe offers this facility, with 
annual management charges of 
1 per cent of portfolio value, plus 
dealing costs and commissions. 

Contact EIRIS on 0171 735 
1351 for information cm their 
guide 'Money & Ethics. ’ 

The Independent has produced 
a free 28-page ‘Guide to Ethical 
Finances' by Nic Cicutd, the pa- 
per's personal finance editor , ; 

■ and sponsored by Friend’s Prav- 
idenL Call 0800 214487, or fill in 
the coupon on page 4. 


Find out why 
pension plans are 
not all the same. 


Pteriups you think that all pension plans are the same. If you 
do, then you would be making a big mi«alrp- Here are some of the 
reasons why you should consider an Equitable Fensioa Plan. 

The Equitable Life: 

• Fays no commission to third parties for the 
introduction of new business. 

• Has no shareholders. 

Our Pension Plan: 

• Lets you retire earlier or later than planned - 
without penalty. 

• Lets yon vary yotur contributions - without 
penally. 

• Provides full return of fond in the event of death 
before retirement. 

So, if you would like to find out more about bow Tbe Equitable 
Pension Flan is not the same os most others, call us direct on 
(0990) 38 48 58 or send off the coupon below for more 
information by post and by telephone. 

www.equitahIe.co.uk 

For your security yoor telephone call may be recorded 
Inform*don/«dvice wfll only be gwen on Equiuhle group products 
Regukred by the IVsoaal Investment Authority 
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You can pick up the phone and get pensions 
information or advice 

and even set up a plan, quickly and without fuss. 

Call, 8am- 1 0pm, 7 days a week quoting ref: 288D930 

0345 6789 10 

or talk to your Independent Financial Adviser. 
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The spoils of war: 
the cat, the house, 
and now the pension 

ft is no fpnger just the obvious material assets that have to be 
divided up by divorcing partners, says Gwenda Joyce-Brophy. 
Often the pension has more value than the joint property equity 


-j 


• it - 4 


commonplace, but the financial 
issues and conundr ums it 
throws up fefts wake are, if any- 
thing* becoming increasing 
complex. A combination of fac- 
tors are at work. The average 
age at divorce for both men and 
women is now mid to late thir- 
ties, precisely a stage in life 
when many couples have ac- 
crued assets of varying value and 
liquidity _ as well as liabilities 
and responsibilities. Superim- 
posed on this demographic fact 
are the far-reaching implications 
of changes to the taw relating 
to the role of pensions as an as- 
^set in divorce. 

The Pensions Act of 1995 
represented a sea-change, and 
pension funds now have to be 
considered in a divorce. While 
“who gets the house” was once 
the overriding issue, “what hap- 
pens to the pension?” is now 
equally pertinent Indeed, if 
there is little equity in the mat-, 
rimonial property, the pension 
may be the most valuable asset 

Currently courts can ear- 
mark - set aside - a share of a 
spouse’s pension. Because of 
vexed issues such as the pension 
holder (tying before retirement 
^fcge and the question of remar- 
riage, judges often prefer to 
compensate using other assets 
to offset loss of pension rights. 
Pension splitting, a cause which 
the group Fairshares in partic- 
ular has relentlessly champi- 
oned, is where the allocated 
pension share remains in the 
scheme, and April 2000 seems 
to be the likely dale for this to 
take effect. 

Meanwhile, those embariring 
on divorce are already finding 
that issues such as the valuation 


Ac* when ft comes to divorce de- 
spite the prolonged political 
arguments surrounding iL In 
particular they seem unaware of 
the implications it may have on 
their own retirement funds and 
how much it would cost to re- 
place those funds. 

“We also see a lot of confu- 
sion about earmarking and 
splitting and I am not sure that 
a solicitor alone should be ad- 
vising on this area. It is times 
like these that it would be sen- 
sible to see advisers and solic- 
itors working together in the 
client’s interests”. The Divorce 
Corporation in fact only works 
on instruction from solicitors. 

You can’t expect solicitors to 
do the impossible - pension val- 
uation is becoming a profession 
in itse£ says Mr PoppieweS, a 
view reinforced by farmty so- 
licitor Jane Simpson of solid 
tors Manches and Co who 
sometimes uses the services of 
financial groups. “Expert pen- 
sion advice will become even 
more important because of the 
flexibility that the Family Law 
Act win provide when it is im- 
plemented in late 1999 or 2000. 

With all the emphasis on 
pensions it is easy to give other 
assets scant attention, or to see 
p ensi ons as an issue in isolation 
when it is one part of a finan- 
cial profile that needs to be con- 
sidered whole. “We work 
together with the sofidtor to en- 
sure the client is made aware of 
the potential pitfalls regarding 
the various assets in order to 
navigate the most suitable 
course”, says Keith Brown. “For 
example, if there is an endow- 
ment mortgage, should it be as- 
signed to one partner only, or 
snrrenderetf' arsoJd ? In addf- 


find themselves floundering, from the client to stop all plans 
Yet as ftrirshares’ Dawn Barnett including savings plans and life 
notes: “The decisions you will cover originally intended to be 
make during of benefit to 

your divorce children. 


!» 


axe absolutely 
crucial for 
your future. 

That is why it 
is vital to get 

advice, and to 
make sure 
that pensions, 
for example, 
are valued 
property” 

It is no sur- 
prise then that 
many of those 
involved in di- 
vorce, both 

personalty as well as profes- 
sionally, have been increasing- 
ly looking for sources of 
specialised financial help. “We 
have seen the volume of de- 
mand for this sort of service 
growing steadily over the past 
few years, particularly among 
women, and his the area of pen- 
sions that has seen increasing 
demand, for our specialist ad- 
vice, from solicitors also," says 
Mark Ocmerod of Hill Martin 
F inancial Manageme nt Gronp. 
Keith Brown, an independent 
consultant at NJS Services in 
Kent, has also noted addition- 
al enquiries from solicitors; 

Regulations in 1996 laid 
down that the value of a pen- 
sion be the “cash equivalent 
transfer value” (what the hold- 
er would be paid if he were to 
transfer if to another pension 
fend). This can undershoot its 
real vahje,xnany experts befieve, 
and pension valuation remains 
a difficult issue. 

One group. The Divorce 
Corporation, specialises solely 
in peaskit^batian. It is a vexy 
campteciiea, All pension yal- 
uatfonsjjwptye making a num- 
ber of- -assumptions, and, 
depe2ufejg.**L those assump- 
tkHByooian cbxneout with vuiy 
dBfcreafajS eaito,” says the cor- 

poratioq&' Keith PopplewelL 


‘The decisions you 
make during your 
divorce are crucial 
for your future. It 
is vital to get 
advice, and to 
make sure that . 
pensions are 
valued property* 


There is some- 
times little dis- 
cussion as to 
who win take 
financial re- 
sponsibility for 

these plans, 
and as a result, 
neither part- 
ner does. This 
can lead to 
perfectly good 
plans being 

surrendered 
when with 
some discus- 
sion this could be avoided' 
Strategic planning is some- 
thing that Mr Ormerod of Hill 
Martin believes is one of their 
key roles. “For example, we wiQ 
advise cm investment strate- 
gies that deal with income re- 
quirements for the future." 

While the solicitor's role is 
in negotiating a settlement, 
that settlement needs to be 
used in the most efficient way. 
“Some people for whom we act 
often have tittle experience of 
financi al management or in- 
vestment If we achieve for 
them a dean break which in- 
cludes a lump sum payment for 
investment to provide income, 
then that has to be managed 
carefully,” says Jane Simpson. 
Obtaining extra, specialised 




valuations of 
£2jXQQ0 mid £110,000 were ob- 
tained fo r rife s ame pension. 

. “Hie CETV approach can 
underestkaate the value of a 
fiy a variety of reasons, 
sure that 

<fe^.m.sexvtce and toss of 
IMS's. Keith Brown says: “I 


advice costs money. Rates will 
vaiy, with some services offer- 
ing one-off fixed fees for spe- 
cific services as in the case of the 
Divorce Corporation, while 
others are charged by the hour. 
Mr Ormerod at HID Martin be- 
lieves it is vital flat the dient re- 
ceives independent advice on a 
fee basis. “Clients are vulnera- 
ble to being sold products,” he 
says. “What people sometimes 
forget is that we can and do ac- 
tually save clients money,” ar- 
gues Keith Brown. “We look to 
the financial group to .do the 
things a solicitor does not and 
cannot da for example give in- 
vestment advice, or tirings it can 
do more cost-effectively , for ex- 
ample preparing a financial 
budget,” says Jane Simpson. 

In tenn of choosing one: Ask 

tout solicitor if be or she h^cti- 

rect experience, paiticulaify of 
the financial adviser's resalts, 
advises Jane Simpson. “In ad- 
dition to results, we also kx& for 


an adviser and his of her 


txvdy and patiently, as well as for 
flexibility and dependability”. 

The Divorce Corporation: 0114 
262 0616 (pension valuations for 
solicitors). Fairshares: 01788 
570585. Hill Martin Financial 
Mana gement Group : 0171 233 
2777 (London Office), 0117927 . 
1500 (Bristol Office). NJS Con- 
sultants: 01689 850445. Manch- 
es and Co: 0171 404 4433. 

The Which Guide to Divorce 
has chapters on Financial Plan- 
ning for Divorce and Pensions. 
£10.99 p&p free, call 0800 252100. 



Split down the middle: Kathleen Turner and Michael Douglas in ‘The War of the Roses' probably efidnt pay enough attention to their Joint pension 



•Source: Micropal/LGIM, 
on 3D offer id brd basis 
based on all PEP chaiges 
with gross income 
re-invested from 01 J3.95 
CLegaJ & General since 
hunch) 10 04.05.9* 

Past performance is not 
necessarily a guide to 
future p erf or man ce. From 
06.04.99 tax credits on 
UK dividend distributions 
will only be able to be 
icdaimed by PEPs at a 
reduced rate of 10 %. 

Both capital and Income 
values may go down as * 
we& as up and you may 
not get bad: the amount 
invested. All comparisons 
of cost apply to PEPS 
investing wholly in unit 
.ousts. Full written deeds 
are 3V3ihble on request. - 
statemems^OTeortwr 
a* at M.0&S& The 
Government have 

awwi iyFri itnj i < ■ 

can only be made to 
PEPs until April 1999. 
From that date a new ox 
privileged savings vehicle, 
the Individual Savings 
Account (ISA) will be 
available. Legal & General 
CDrrecO l i m i t ed- Registered 
in England No. Z702080. 
Registered Office: Temple 
Court, 11 Queen Victoria 
Street, London KAN -FTP. 
Represe n tative only of. - 
the Legal & General 
marketin g group, members 
of which are regulated by 
the Personal Investment 
Authority and IMRO for 
the purposes of 
recooiiDendtag, advising 
on and srfHpj life 
assurance and investment 
products bearing 
Lejyil & General's name. 


Since its launch over two years ago this Index- 
Tracking PEP from Legal & General has proved 
that it offers PEP investors superb performance 
and value. 

It follows the FTSE All-Share Index. This Index 
reflects the performance of the entire stockmarket, 
so it reduces the risk of being over-exposed to 
shares which under-perform and lessen your 
return. In fact, a lump sum of £6,000 invested 
in this PEP at launch would now be worth 
£10,659* compared to just £9,763* in the average 
UK Income & Growth Trust. 

With no initial charges deducted, more of your 
money is invested at the outset for maximum 
growth potential, there are no withdrawal fees 
and with an annual management charge 
of 0.5% - the value for money is outstanding. 

So make the most of today’s opportunities. 

For further details (including information on 
our monthly saving option) call now. 


NO initial charges 

NO withdrawal fee 

0.5% annual management charge 


\ /sit our treb site al iru u. LandG.com 


Find out more non — 

phone free 


0500116 ( 

522 

Sam to Spm weekdays. 

( Jam to 5 Jim weekends. 

For yuur protection. 
utBs are usually 
recanted and 
imutornfymonitorvd. 


Please quote ref: C4DJ33 


YES , 


Surname (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Msj 


Forenamefs) 


C4DJ33 


would like more information 
aboux the Legal & General Index-Tracking 
PEP. Post ter. legal & General (Direa) li m ited. 
FREEPOST SWCQ467, Cardiff CFl 1YW. 

If you already have any PEP investment, 
please tick here EH. 

Ve hot telephone you to make sure information 
requested has arrived sa£dy. Now and then, we 
da y tell you about other products or services 
offered by the Legal & General Group of 
r rwif&nir* dal we bdrevc nay be <rf interest to 
you- If you would p refer not to re ce i ve this 
carefully <dencd infbmmiao, p»<— «• tide here D- 


Address . 


Postcode • 


Date of birth- 
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Tel. No. Home _ 


Tel. No. VSbrk 
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GAVIN 

GREEN 


In the old days, you bought an estate car 
for a simple reason: you needed more boot 
space than a saloon. It was a utilitarian 
vehicle, as all good cars should be. 

Sure, there was a day bit of pretension - 
after all, the very term “estate" conjured up 
images of the idyllic rustic lifestyle so 
adored by the English. Old-fashioned 
estates were sometimes known as “shooting 
brakes" to suggest scenes of Edwardian 
shooting parties, with a James Mason-like 
character as your titled host None the less, 
estate cars were bom to lug loads which 
saloons simply could not accommodate. 

How diff erent things are now. Pop into 
your local dealer and you'll be shown small 
estates, sports estates, luxury estates, 
lifestyle estates and - the newest fed - off- 
roa ding estates. Even the police choose 
estate cars as chase cars nowadays and, a 
few years back, Volvo used one of its estate 
models to compete in the British Tburing 
Car Championship. 

Flour very different estates have passed 
thro ugh my han ds recently. Fust up was one 
of the recently revised Mercedes C class. 
This is known, in motor industry-speak, as a 
lifestyle estate. It's more of a giant 
hatchback than a true estate, and it’s aimed 
at people with busy, sporty lifestyles who 
need space for skis and teams rackets but 
don't spend much time at B&Q or in 
antique shops. Other lifestyle estates 
include the BMW 3-series touring, the 
Vbfvo V40 and the Audi A4 AvanL None 
has a big carrying area, which is a polite way 
of saying that, although they may be good 
big hatchbacks, they are not good estates. 

Next up was the Volkswagen Passat 
Syncro V6 estate, the top model in the new 
Passat estate range. Although not as roomy 
as an old-style Volvo estate, it has a much 
better standard of finish, and drives much 
better. If I wanted a new estate I'd buy a 
Passat, but not the Syncro V6 model, which 
at £25,000 is rather pricey. 

Stick with one of the turbodiesel or 
petrol front-drive models, and feel smug 
every time you see a far pricier, but no 
better, Mercedes or Volvo pass by. 

A Volvo V70R AWD came next. This is a 
Volvo estate unlik e any other Volvo estate, 
more motorway racer than protective shell 
for motorists of a nervous disposition. The 
standard V70 is Britain's best-seller, the 
stylish heir to the old green wellie, labrador 
and luvyy type of Volvo. 

But in V70R AWD (for Afl Wheel 
Drive) mode it epitomises New Volvo, a 
firm fast breaking away from its “sensible 
shoes" image and eager to make the 
motoring equivalent of multi-coloured air- ' 
cushioned trainers. The V7 OR AW D is a 
Ferrari wearing family car clothes. Iloved 
it, even though I thought it was crazy. One 
minute you're carrying pots and plants back 
from the garden centre, feeling all green 
and virtuous and awfully sensible; the next 
you’re revving that turbocharged 
powerhouse of a motor around to the red 
line and racing away from the traffic lights 
like a kid driving your first sports car. 

There is nothing sporty about the 
Subaru Forester, one of the first of the 
new-breed of off-road ing estates. These 
offer some of the go-anywhere virtues of a 
Land Rover - by dint of their high ground 
clearance and four-wheel drive - but, being 
based on normal estates, they are more car- 
i like on Tarmac. Volvo has just launched a 
' rival (the V70XC); BMW and Audi will 
soon have their own go-anywhere estates. 

This proliferation has had one unusual 
casualty, however. Safes of the realty big, 
commodious estates - which put carrying 
capacity before style - are evaporating. 
Volvo is to announce that its upcoming new 
big car, the S80 - successor to the 940 - 
won't be offered in estate form. 

The traditional square-bads substance- 
. before-style Volvo estate is dead. 

Huge carrying capacity, it seems, is the 
one thing estate car buyers no longer 
demand. 
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Like a cat out of hell 


Some say Jaguar’s XK8 isn’t all it could be. Too soft, 
they declare, too much the image-enhancing boule- 
vardier, not enough the driver-uplifting perform- 
ance machine. It’s fast, of course, and it looks 
curvity racy in the old Jaguar sports-car idiom, but 
it’s no Nineties E-type. And they have a point. 

Jaguar’s engineers have always known this. 
When the XK&’s V8 engine was unveiled two years 
ago, the project engineer Martin Joyce loki me tales 
of wild XK8 engines they bad concocted for vari- 
ous bizarre tests. “Some had open exhausts, and 
they sounded rather good. We’re all petrolbeads 
at heart here." Clearly, they were itching to create 
a truly sporting, hard-edged XKS, a car to show the 
world that Jaguar still knew how to do it instead 
of living on past glories. And now, with a year and 
a half's sales success behind it, the XK8 has been 
force-fed some power food and sent to the gym. 
The result is the Jaguar XKR, its 4.0-litre V8 
engine's power pumped up by a supercharger, its 
suspension and steering made firmer, its rear tyres 
made stickier, its brakes made stronger. 

You can recognise an XKR by its stainless steel 
mesh front grille, the E-type-like louvres on its bon- 
net, the 10-spoke wheels and the slim spoiler on. 
its boot. Together, they signal the most ballisticalty 
rapid production Jaguar there has ever been. Peak 
power of 363bhp is why, plus a monstrous 3721b ft 
of pulling ability. The standard ZF transmission 
isn't strong enough to cope, so Jaguar buys its XKR 
units in from Mercedes-BeiK- - •• — 


Road test Jaguar XKR, by John Simister 


The interior is unchanged from the XK8, 
although some of that car’s sportier options are 
standard in the XKR. One of these is the Computer 
Active Technology Suspension (Cats), which auto- 
matically stiffens n nd ftir acceleration, braking or 
cornering. The settings are modified for the XKR 
to give a crisper, sportier fed, helped further by 
firm and precise steering. You can property sense 
what is going on under the wheels when you’re cor- 
nering quiddy, the better to enjoy tbe sort of agility 
and wieldlness you never quite get in the XKS. 

This is as well, because things happen quickly 
when the supercharger is blowing hard into the 
engine. An electronic limiter is supposed to Stop 


die Jaguar from straying beyond 155mph, assum- 
ing you ever have the chance; without it, 170rnpfa 
or so would be possible. Such speeds are merely 
the by-product of vast power matched to gearing 
that’s designed for serene and reasonably- eco- 
nomical cruising at more normal speeds. 

If the mood takes you, you can scorch to 60mph 
in 5.2 seconds. Jost switch. off the traction control, 
push the accelerator to the floor and let colossal 
thrust and the automatic transmission do the rest 
You can overtake almost anything, engine wooffing 
then building to a cackle the way V8s do, super- 
charger humming. You can choose a “sport" set- 
ting for the autobox, or select the five gears man- 


ually, but there’s no point. Leave ft to its own 
devices, let it slip seamlessly from gear to. gear, f ' 
have never experienced a better automatic. 

The power, the roadbolding and tbe handling 
make the XKR as thrilling a big-hearted compan- ; 
ioo as you’ll find this side of a Ferrari. It’s a com- • 
fonable one, too, with its leather-trimmed cabin, " 
CD st arker fl«r-cnnrKtinning and acreage ofwdod." 

It comes either as natural w aln ut or lacquered in 
translucent blade, which would be my choice. • 

The other choice is between conpfi and con- •• 

vertible. Either way, you won’t find a more s timu- 
lating route to automotive relaxation. The XKR ■' 
does all tbe things a Jaguar should, but it does them - 


with a track-racer’s edge. An E-type for the Nine- it* 
Kml*? MmJtw One of the most excitine and satisf^-V* 


ties? Maybe. One of the most exciting and satisty-y'' 
ing GT cars you can buy? That’s nearer the mark. : 



JAGUAR XKR - Specifications 
Prices: £59.300 (coup*), £64.300 (convertible). 
Engine: 3996 cc supercharged V8, 32 valves, 
363bhp at 6,I50rprru 
Transmission: Five-speed automatic 
gearbox, rear-wheel drive. 

Performance: top speed I55mph, 

040 in 5.2s ec, 15-20mpg. 


Rivals 

Aston Martin DB7: £84,950. Conceptually 


dose to the XKR, supercharged but 
uses a Jaguar-based six-cylinder engine. You pay 
for hand-built exclusivity, but it doesn’t buy you a 
better car. 

BMW 840CI: £57,470. Cheaper than Jaguar, but 
not as fast or as enjoyable to drive. Looks 
dramatic but is growing old now. 

Porsche 911: from £64,650. Latest 911 is a truly 
exciting drive, more ’physical' than Jaguar but less 
comfortable. Like DB7, can be had with manual 
transmission 


Where there’s fire without smoke 


The Japanese hybrid Prius is the 
best option for pollution-free 
motoring, says James Rupper 



Toyota’s Prius boasts twice the fuel efficiency < 
conventional petrol-engined vehicles 


Tra a lapsed member of the Battery VWucIe Soc- 
iety, and it is not hard to find out why. Although 
it is a worthy aim to find an environmentally 
clean way to power your next car, battery tech- 
nology just isn’t up to speed at the moment 
Range is limited, Lbe batteries are heavy, and 
although charging them maybe a simple process, 
finding somewhere to plug in when you roll to 
a hall on the M25 is going to be difficult So until 
the technology can offer the performance, range 
and practicality of a petrol engine, electric 
power will be as dead as a flat battery. 

However, Toyota think they may have come 
up wilb a solution by combining a conventional 
petrol engine with a silent electric one. They have 
given this working car a name, Prius, and put it 
on sale, but only in Japan. 

The Prius manages to achieve twice the foci 
efficiency of conventional peirol-cngincd care. 
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Citroen 


The most reliable Exporter of used Japanese vehicles. 
You can import directly from Japan. 

"i . ^ v O ^ Q ' 1 


lt'£ Chauesce You Tom Ur Chillis a You To I 
Fisd Better Value! 1 Fesd Better Value! 
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TOYOTA - NISSAN - HONDA - MITSUBISHI - MAZDA - SUZUKI - H1NO 

PAPERA is one of the leading 
automobile trading companies in 
Japan. We now have regular 
clients in nearly 20 different 
countries. Every customer is 
satisfied with our efficient and 
reliable services. Please contact 
us for further information. 

PAPERA TRADERS CO., LTD. 

ZF, 3-20-11 Takada Toshima-Ku Tokyo, JAPAN 171-0033 

Phone: 81-3-5979-6271 Fax: 81-3-5979-8281 


E-mail: papera@papera.co.jp Home page: http^/www.papera^o.jp - VTsff our home page!! 

All these vehicles have clean engines and immaculate interiors. The chassis and engine 
numbers have been checked for validity. 


Over 1000 vehicles are always in stock 


To advertise in this section please call the 

Motoring Team on 0171 293 2742. 



offering at least 1,000 kilometres from a tank- 
ful of petroL It also cuts HC, CO and NOx emis- 
sions on the road to a tenth of those allowed 
under stringent Japanese regulations. 

How does it work? Well squeezed under the 
bonnet is a light, efficient and low-revving 1.5 
litre petrol engine. That is joined to a gear train 
that acts as a clever automatic transmission. 
Finally an electric motor and generator fits on 
the other end to complete the hybrid package. 

The key to the mechanical efficiency of this 
system is the electronic control of power to 
ensure that energy is conserved. The engine runs 
at an optimum 4,000 revs per minute and its main 
function is to drive the wheels, but any excess 
output is used to recharge the batteries. 

The batteries are also recharged by regener- 
ative braking: when the brakes are applied the 
energy from the wheels is transferred to the bat- 
teries. In turn, the batteries supply ejpra power 
via the electric motor when required for ascend- 
ing a hill, or overtaking. In situations where the 
engine cannot run efficiently, or produces high 
emissions, for instance when the car is at a stand- 
still in traffic, then it is switched off altogether. 

So what is it like in practice? Impressive. The 
Prius is just like a conventional car, but quieter. 
In the cabin you turn tbe key and hear nothing 
so harsh as a rumbling engine, or even the hum 
of an electric motor. 

The Prius is definitely a car you can live with, 
though the brakes are fierce and the steering loo 
fight, a combination of the regenerative brakes 
and Japanese specification. It is at home in an 
urban and light commuter setting, but coped 


competently on the motorway with equivalent 
performance to a Toyota Corolla 1.6 automatic, 
(lOOrnph top speed) but greater frugality, with 
the potential of more than 70 miles per gallon. 

The interior is roomy, especially for rear seat 
passengers. The dashboard is interesting with 
mainly digital instrumentation and a video 
screen display (hat works the stereo and a satel- 
lite navigation system, and even shows you which 
motors are supplying the power. Despite there 
being a battery pack positioned behind the rear 
seats, the boot is usefully deep. 

Hybrid cars have been talked about for too 
long. Prototypes have been quietly forgotten 
about Not only does the Prius styling look good 
but the package is sensible, and the hybrid power 
route means that nationwide outdoor three-pin 
plugs are not required. However, Battery Veh- 
icle Society purists might question the value of 
having two motors and the use of air- 
conditioning. 

For the moment the Prius is the best and only ’ 
alternative the Japanese have got. There is a 
three-month wailing list, and 1 was told by a 
spokesman to expect an announcement soon. 
Toyota certainly wouldn’t go to all the trouble 
of flying half a dozen cars over just to show off. 

In Japan it sells for the equivalent of £10,000, 
and Toyota are rumoured to be subsidising each 
car to the tune of £20,000. It is unlikely to sell 
for anything near £10,000 in Britain. 

Prius may not be the answer to environment- 
friendly motoring, but it is a start. In the mean- 
time !’m going to start the Hybrid Vehicle Soc- 
iety. Anyone else want to join? 


Audi’s curvaceous coupe 
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WTTS 1300 LEO 307 SOD 

HAZAH 1300 654LKA 900 

HAZ 402 800 7921MT 1AOOIPN7874 1300 

HAZ AX) 800 2UA 12JOO|RDM7B1 2000 


DVLA AUCTION OF ATTRACTIVE REGISTRATION MARKS 
4 10 u a M |6M amw VB (hm<% c( ewi adnes: 

■e pnatae rtaailft».BBaaNw1wieoriiwBtoBM6 

dedson. rtmss you may kwlwitodf W tea nuh a too Ife 


PHONE: 01 257 462305 FAX: 474745 


This is the new Audi TT coi^e, the German 
company's attempt to muscle into the mid- 
range sports coup6 market. With its 
curvaceous, rounded, striking design, the TT is 
based dosety on a concept car first shown at 
the 1995 Frankfurt Motor Show. UK sales begin 
note spring, with prices likely to sort at about 
£24.000. 

The TT comes in two engine versions, 
both using 1 .8-litre 20-valve turbocharged 
four-cylinder motors. The more powerful 


version behs out 225bhp, and boasts a top 

speed of tSOmph. There* abo a 180 bhp 

version, good for an entirely adequate 
HOmph. Both use quattro four-wheeWrive 
transmission. 

The TTs interior is almost as striking as 
tie exterior. Bare aluminium, leather and 
Akancara - a synthetic, suede-like material - 
are all widely used. The rear seats - not likely 
to be very spacious - can also fold forward, 
increasing boot space. 
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Urban living is in and 
suddenly redundant 
industrial buildings are 
becoming the most 
covetable of homes. 
Robert Uebman 
sizes up the options 

Throughout flie UK, formerly com- 
mercial riverside and canal-side loca- 
tions are being used for new housing. 
In or near city centres developers are 
offering unusually large residences 
forged out of disused or obsolete 
warehouse or office buildings. 

It is not just waterside areas and 
not just London that are affected. 
S ignifi ca n t new developments are ris- 
ing both in and near Manchester and 
Leeds, for example. Ambitions plans 
for Birmingham city centre call for 
mixed developments in which mod- 
em residences will be intermingled 
with ultra-modem leisure and retail 
facilities. 

% The most expensive of the new 
#r apartments and town houses, espe- 
cially in London. wiD be within the 
reach only of those whose bank bal- 
ances resemble a phone number. 
Outside London, however* loft 
apartments are available for less than 
£50,000. and even within the capital 
the prices of many attractive or at- 
tractively located flats are compet- 
itive. Among other factors, economic 
turmoil in Asia is expected to have 
a moderating influence on prices 
here by knocking Asian buyers out 
of the market. 

The sheer number of new urban 
developments reflects chan g in g so- 
^tcial priorities and historical pat- 
■ 'terns. Cities and city life are back in 
fashion; Certain kinds of buildin g are 
out of vogue. The combination 
favours residential properties of un- 
usual size in previously commercial 
locations. 

These Dew developments are ris- 
ing in a new mood says architect 
Bernard Hunt, a partner in the 
London firm of Hunt Thompson, 
which is designing Millennium Vil- 
lage. “We are beginning to realise • 


pleasure principle goes 




Room with a view: High Command is a four-storey penthouse atop a former brewery in Shad Thames, on the south bank of the river, with views off Tower Bridge 


that dense urban living can be at- 
tractive. Developers are now able to 
sell a continental, metropolitan, ur- 
ban life style, 11 says Hunt He also 
believes that society has become in- 
creasingly sybaritic, and many new 
developments are extending the 
pleasure principle to property. 

The famous Hatreds Depository 
fronts a large multi-building com- 
plex at Berkeley's Harrods Village 
which contains, among other struc- 
tures, former Victorian soap and 
candle factories. Extending well 
back from the river, this gigantic 
development will contain town- 
houses as well as new and convert- 
ed apartments. (Call 0181-741 7401 
for details.) 

Of the 133 luxury apartments in 
Barrett’s Globe View by the City, 
□ear St Raul's Cathedral, 35 will be 
in a former riverside warehouse. The 
wholly new building will contain an 
atrium and landscaped courtyard 
(0271-4898013). 

In Shad Thames, on the south 
bank east of Tower Bridge, Malt. 
Mill Developments has refurbish- 
ed a former brewery, the Anchor 
Brewhouse, and literally topped it 


with High Command, a four-storey 
penthouse containing its own in- 
ternal lift and views in all directions 
(0171-488 9586). 

Persimmon’s Thorpe’s Yard in 
east London includes a converted 
warehouse in addition to six new 
four-storey townhouses, and a new- 
plus-old warehouse conversion in- 
cluding an atrium and penthouses 
(0171-6809990). 

Four imposing buildings also 
comprise St George’s Lockes Wharf 
At its peak are duplex double- 
height penthouses the windows of 
which are so large at to make the 
apartment, appear glass-walled 
(0171-531 6280). 

Similarly massive windows adorn- 
ing oversized penthouses are the out- 
standing features of the four-buDdmg 
322-apartment Canary Riverside 
complex, which will be Canary 
Wharfs fist residential development 
(0171-5129393). 

Belhvay’s Boardwalk includes 
several dockside apartment buddings 
and town houses in which oversized 
windows are also a prominent fea- 
ture (01245-259989). Terraces and a 
wrap-around penthouse typify Gal- 


liard’s Old Bell City at Westfeny 
Road, which includes a semi-circu- 
lar terrace of town houses bookended 
by complementary apartment blocks 
(0171-515 1939). 

Maiylebone Warwick Balfour 
(MWB) and Manhattan Loft have 
nabbed West India Quay, the sole 
remaining Grade I warehouse in 
Docklands to convert into apart- 
ments. This 106-unit conversion, 
which will contain studios as well as 
apartments and penthouses, will 
feature exposed brickwork, cast- 
iron window frames and flagstone 
floors (0171-537 0000). 

For something completely dif- 
ferent, several new developments in 
the Wfest End are similarly orientated 
around luxury and pleasure in tra- 
ditional urban settings. In Soho, 
Westcity Whies’ 12 Bourehier Street 
is an ultramodern building with dis- 
tinctive art deco architecture and 
minimalist interior design. Each of 
the 17 units, including two duplex 
penthouses, has either a balcony or 
a' terrace and, to maximise tight in 
the urban canyon, floor-to-ceOing 
windows (0171-267 2828). 

Gailiard has sewn up the area 


around Waterloo Station with its 
massive Courtyard, behind County 
Hall, and similarly huge White 
House, nearer the South Bank. The 
approximately 150 apartments in the 
Courtyard indude duplex and triplex 
penthouses in two buildings linked 
by a six-storey glazed atrium (0171- 
633 0435). Plans for the White 
House tentatively indude a business 
centre, fitness centre and restaurant 
(0800908 921). 

At Vincent Square in Westmin- 
ster, 69 apartments and penthouses 
comprise Nicholson Estates’ Atrium. 
According to the developer, “the in- 
ternal layout of each apartment is de- 
signed to give the maximum possible 
exposure to open views over Vincent 
Square or the landscaped inner gar- 
dens” (07000 464246). 

Overlooking Russell Square, the 
same developer's massive Blooms- 
bury Mansions, in a former govern- 
ment Department of Health facility, 
contains resident parking, Jacuzzi, 
sauna and gym building. Duplex 
penthouses contain conservatories 
and terraces. 

The Piper Building in Fulham was 
post-war plug ugly when it was built. 


which was fine with its owner, British 
Gas. 'Ey Homes is sprucing up this 
architectural platypus and convert- 
ing it into a true, if unusual, luxury 
residence. Double-height ceilings 
will enable many apartments to 
have spacious mezzanine decks. The 
residents will also benefit from roof 
terraces, of which this edifice - with 
a large extension supported by stilts 
- will have more than its share 
(Savitis, 0171-824 9030; Egerton, 
0171-584 7020). 

Rialto's Astral House in the West 
End also features roof terraces to 
some apartments (0800 0181 515). 

For panoramic cityscapes, head 
for the hills . The centrepiece of 
Pamlion's Inverforth House in 
Hampstead is the former home of 
Lords Inverforth and Leverhulme. 
Here, too, the developer divided 
the building into seven apartments 
and two Wings, m aximis ing the 
views over London and the Heath. 
Inverforth homes range in size 
from 2,150-7,600 square feet (Gold- 
schmidt, 0171-435 4404; FPDsavills, 
0171-472 5000). 

Also in Hampstead and also 
with panoramic views, Mount Ver- 


non is a four-building complex 
being developed by MWB and Sin- 
cere with apartments and pent- 
houses, the majority of which have 
a balcony, terrace or private garden 
(0171-431 2121). 

People more interested in doing 
than watching might be interested in 
two 1 -fling developments. North of 
the river is a 14-home development 
of five-bedroom homes adjacent to 
Finchley Golf Club in Mill HilL To 
the south is Wimbledon Parkside, a 
large development of new buildings 
convenient for golf as well as tennis 
(0181-207 6000). 

For a multi-level penthouse, al- 
low, say, a million quid per level. But 
many of these apartments will sell for 
a lot less. Consider Millennium Vil- 
lage, where Countryside will head a 
consortium that will build more 
than 1,000 new homes. Some will be 
rentals, some will be shared-owner- 
ship, and some wall be full ownership 
(01277 260000). 

Many of these developments will 
be mixed with restaurants and cin- 
emas, bars and boutiques. Some, tike 
Millennium Villages, will also be 
mixed socially. 
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TEL: 0171 293 2222 


PROPERTY: RESIDENTIAL 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 



London Property 


TAMARIND Coffin 

Spectacular warehouse conversion 
on the fashionable and exciting 
Butlers Wharf Estate by Dower Bridge 
Apartments from 

£180,000 

some with large balconies 

Teh 0171 378 0474 

Tamarind Court, Gcdnsford Street SE1 


CUBITTS WHARF/ 
E14 

2 & 3 bedroom apartments 

all with river views 

Prices from £195,000 

0171 537 1473 

Saks Office Open Daily 
Stores Qnay, 

Saunders Ness Road, £14 


Bristol 


THE COUNTY HOMESEARCH 

company a proMonaftmte 

to Find and wane your nest 
property efftcferitty and ecenon*- 
callp For bractan cal 0117074 
1568 


Devon & Cornwall 


COUNTY HOMESEARCH CO pro- 
fessional h om e n rafinq 

Wtoa/M: 01872223349 


East Anglia 


COUNTRY HOUSES * Cotta#* in 
Suffolk 8 Esse*. Polar Andrews 
41449 740080 

FREE > Abbotts 40 pagp U) colour 
Homeflndar Brochure. lOQ s of 
properties T/out Norfolk a Suf- 
folk. £25,000 ID £500000. TUI 
01284769826 


SUPERB HEATH VIEWS Pencehri 
hugs mta* com* 4 bedroom 
flat 1 recap kJWflnlng na, 2 WC 
bath shower, C380K. 0161 348 
8BDO, no agont 


Midlands 


THE COUNTY HOMESEARCH 
COMPANY prof personal service 
kx purchasers. Tel 01299 B321B0 


Northumbria 


Fairview 

NEStf -HOMES Pta. SgaSfcfc 


NORTHUMBRIA HOME FINDERS 
Fora personal homsaawchser- 
irice from Newcaste to E do- 
burgh. Cal 01 568 216530 for 
intonnat fo n- 


Hertfordshire 


COUNTY HOMESEARCH CO pro- 
fessional homsflndlng in 
Hertaffieds/Cambs-Tefc 01234 
354592 


Northants 


Rural Norttanfe. SO minutes BR. SI 
Pampas, Charming i bed 
tfefe tf wd ooflige in heart of con- 
eantfon tritoge. Open Are. GCH. 
Garage. S. feeing gda B paDo. 
kfyttie weekend repeat £57.950 
01536743070 


Shropshire 


STONE COTTAGE IN 4 acne at 
Garden, orchard, paddock 3 
me«Qo«L Southsrtey feeing 
aeckafed and paaceftn locator 2 
ndaa from Oswsreby. Shrop- 
shire. F! 95.000. Taf/fex 01681 


Scotland 


COUNTY HOMESEARCH CO pro! 
pt mon al wvlca for pui e f iaa ei a . 
Braeiea* 01577 BG592B 


Property 
Advertising! 
also 

appears on 
pages 
10 & 12 . 
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RESIDENTIAL 


New Homes 


FAX: 0171 293 2505 


New Homes 




DIRECTORY 

Battpoore - MIBrihan Haibog 

A tanay iwenade dw al o Muuil from BaHymo re. E aqrwaft to 
Canary WWf firh irM<if hytnparcfanECgCZWG. 2 beds 

from £20X000, 3 beds tuna £SXLOOQ, 3 b«l pemhooses Erom 
030000. Coma the USamm Makahtg tube* 0171 537 
7501 

Batfrmare-St Jaba’S.WEgtmbwter 

Tbe tdthmre in Inany Bung ia the heart of W camiMfff . dose 

to the rarer between Tale Gatay and die House* ofFttfiamem. 

1 bed apartments burn £231,000. 2 bed apartments from 
095J300, 3 bed apamenB from fSB^OO, luxury pembouga 
trean £3 $ mAliim Corona the St. John's Marketing mar on 0171 

630896 & 

Barratt •Mw ^ niwCrag 

Laije detached house wiih 4 dbto bedrooms, ad with 
baihrooms. £349,950. Tek 01028 67X11 
Utah; Bum - WtakfleW Place 

2 bed. 3 both refwbiduneu nr Windsor. £475,00). 

Contact 01344 372588. 

Bcirtej Barnes - Khjpmere 

6 bed. 3 sorry detached booses. Putney. SW15. £LS miffioo. 
Caitacl 0181 946 0026. 

Beater Bosses - Eodbome Hoasc 

6 bed mamann boose with stiff accommodatio n an d pod. 
Wentworth. Samj.ELSm36aa.O"fteaO/3H 62*732 
Beaky Bootes - Cabilcn Mc*S 

3 b e dr oom man bouse. Sydenham. SE26. £225.037 - £230.031 
Contact 0181 778 9699. 

Bealqr Hones - Barnes Gale 

2 bedroom apanmcntt/lbwii booses, Barnes. SW15. £Pdee 
release hnnii mml Contact 0181 748 2641. 

Beak7 Boa - FhrncU Mews 

2 i « i hn a|H thrpbcs apartment*. Wcytxrii^c. Surrey, £389,5511 
Contact 01932 830800. 

Bewfcy Homes - Oddfeflmn Chart 

1-2 bedroom apartments. Newbury, Beds. £68jOOO - £81000. 
Covad 01635 263000. 

Beak? Bones - Sbtftwnc FleMs 

3 - 4 bedroom detached and semi. Sherborne Su John. 
BadngsUjfce. £109.950 - £174£UQ. Contact 0I2S6 471131. 

Bcwfey Bases -Wioingmi Part 

4 bedroom detached. Wantage, Oxfordshire. £137,000 - 
£M0jm Contact 01235 772817. 

Beaky Dm • HighdIlIW Gardens 
4 - 5 bed bouse. Vtoocflcy. Nr. Reading. Berks. £257 500 - 
£299.500. Contact 0118 959 7171. 

Bcwley Beam - Tbocncy Coen 

2 bed listed barn co nversion. Iver, Bods. CllSfiOQ - £175,000. 

Contact 01 IS 942 S48H 

Beaky Books - Thanestcad Gspae 

4 bed ifeudied house. High Wycombe, Bucks. £172^00 - 

£225.000. Contact 01494 436881 

Bcalcy Homes - Hafelgar Rise 

4 bed detached bouse. High Wycombe, Bucks. £214J00. 

Contact 01494 4368S1 

CHy Approach, City Road, ECI 

Spacious living accommodation. Prom £1454300. Contact 
Harford Saht Carr tagerta) on 0171 250 7D12 

Bridgwater Sqaare, EC2 

19 apartments ranging from 1-3 bedrooms. Generous Ceding 
heights. Moments from Barbican Underground. From 
£210000. Contact Harford Sabi Car (agouti at 0171 250 7012 
Copthara Homes - SadigM Square 
Oose to Op. I bed apartments Irom £59595. 2 bed apartness 
from £84,995, tofts from £85,995, duplex penthoosei with roof 
gardens from £134.995. For debris catt RCA at 0171 JttJ 8888 
DerTtagtim - One Prkice ornWcs Road, NW5 
Incorporating spacious gallery loft apartness. 1 bed from 
£1453)00, 2 bed with roof terraces from £2l(U)00. Contact Alai 
Selby & Partners lagotts). 0177 613 3055. 
pa lrr ie a Beams - Pudhadi 

Studios. 1.23 and 4 bedroom Bats. Prices from £623)00 - 
£185.000. Contact 0171 5370304/0/ 71 536 95% 

Rtirriew Books - EaBeid bland VBagc 

1, 2. 3 and 4 bedroom rtfrntislwd Oats. Prices from £63300 - 

tlTUWO. Contact 0800 731 5849. 

F h Jdi u o au t Propert i es - Sl Lake’s Vh^ ECI 

Hie best in modem living. 7 x I and 2 bed room apartments 

a .s ig ne d u a High standar d i f gbr "iH spacious ambience. 

Bom £1253000. Contact Hurfad Sabi Car (agents) at 0171 250 

1011 

fleet Street, EC* 

4 spacious, newfy refintmlicd I bed apartments m attnafn; 

period tvrildmg From Q7QJOOO. Contact Harford Sab/i Car 

(OBtsta) on 0171250 1011 

Gaifiud Homes - The White Bowse 

Opposite the South Bank. Most taxarions 2 bed apanmeota 

from £290000. Contact David Caban at 0171 620 1500. 

CaXard B s m e r -Psrmf Carol 

Chelmsford. Luxury apartments with parking from £582500. 
Contact Jason Day 0/245159189. 

Callfaw l H mw - lS—rf Mirfin 

Gairuford Street, Butler's Wharf, London SE1. Luxury 
apartments from £185,000. Contact Amy Ckarulkr 0171 379 
0474 

GaOiard Homes - Cabins Wharf 

2 and 3 bed apartments all with river views. Prices from 
£2153)00. Contact 0171 537 1471 

Clecsoo - Bartholomew Ckse. EC1 

A development of 1 and 2 bedroom apartments from £160.000. 
Canud 0800 830830 

deem - Rates Wbait Lafrne Start. Shad ‘Itae* SE1 
A development of 2 and 3 bedroom npat t ima U B from £245,000. 
Counts 0000 830830. ■ 

Hatton Carden. ECI 

9 unique apartments, designed to maximis e natural tight and 
offer exceptional accommodation. Within walking dstanoe of 
Oovcm Garden and ibe City- Rum £75.000. Contact Harford 
Sahi Carr legenal on 0177 250 1012 
Hofrybrook - Uutekhrt Wharf 

New docklands riverside development. Luxury 1 bed courtyard 
apartments with terraces from 199595. 2 bed with large 
balconies from £144,995. Contact HCA on 0171 363 8888. 
John's Mews, WCt 

Exclusive development of 10 Individually designed apartments 
in the heart of Bloomsbury. Sed u rt e rf but central location. Rom 
CaSjQOO. Contact Htafiad Sabd Carr (agents) at 0171 250 1011 
Lang Lane, ECI 

Rare opportunity to purchase a London borne in the Gty of 
London. 7 Oats span 2 very (efferent buddings dose to SL 
Bartholomew's, Sl Paul's and the Barbican. Rom £154,950. 
Contact Harford Sabi Car (agents) on 0/71 250 1011 
Margery Street, WCt 

Development of 14 new 2 bedroom apartments with con mnm . i l 
roof terrace- Most Oats have balconies Rom £162,750. Conner 
Harford Soli Carr (agouti at 0171 250 1012 
Spcctrem Bouse, ECI 

New development of 18, 2 bed flats just off Qcikcn we l l Green. 
Ideally placed for Furingdon lube. Bloomsbury and tbe 
Barbican aits Centre. From £199.000. Contact Hurfad Sabi 
Con (agents) on 0171 250 1011 
Sl John*! Square, ECI 

Prcstiginus development of 8S exquisitely designed luxury 
apartments within a gadc II listed facade . Selection of 1. 2 and 

3 bedroom apartments from £1SSJXKL Contact Hurfard Sabi 
Car lagenu) on 0171 250 1011 

Taylor Woodrow - Mooterctro 

Battersea Church Road. Designed by Richard Rogers 
Partnership. 20 storeys aff with west facing views. From 
£455400. Contact 0171 801 0200 L 
Trinity Beoaeand Studios. Et 

Striking red brick Grade II listed budding designed in 1877 to 
provide an elementary aduol far tbe Lutheran Church- Many 
original features retained. From £05,000. Contact Harford 
Sabi Carr (agents) an 0171 250 1011 
Vfarner LoBa 

Spectacular development of 31 apartments in St Johns Street. 
CkrfccawdLECt. Rom OiZSOQ. Coroner 0/7/ 336 0011. 
nine Office Court. E4 

Highly desirable and attractive grade II lined budding 
convened iruo 6 family. 2 bed apartments off Fleet Street. From 
£250000. Contact Hurfard SaM Car logout) an 0171 250 7072 


Berkshire 


montevetro 


New Homes 


M ontevetro. designed by Richard 

Rocers Partnership, is one of tr.e 

.*,;n the London or 

buildings tnev - 1 » ■ c-'- — 

the future. 

v Rising to 20 storeys ai! with west-fscing 
river views 
* Comfort cooling 

. Private leisure centre and tennis court 
. parking, 24hr security and porterage 
. Hotel style concierge ser/ices 

• Completions from Way 1999 

• prices from £455,000. Penthouses from 

£ 1.45m 

On site sales office, Battersea Church Ha, 
Tel: 0171 SOI 0200, Fax: 0171 5S5 0S50 
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0171 589 1333 


Hutchison Whampoa Property 


"Min,,;;: 


TAYLOR WOODROW 


0171 801 0200 
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London Property 


London Property 


Hot property- 


Services 


PL; 


‘ Auctions 



lUSTONETUBESTO. 


I 




THE CITY ^ FORMER 
SOAP WORKS 




. 3 ® AND 24 NEW LUXURY 

; 


b ^ijARTMENIS i* IN A 



EXCEPTIONAL VALUE 
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Cojitnorn Homes' 


SQUARE 


things to spend your money on. 

Chagge your te lephone siegyice to Cable & ' -j 
WErains and weprombe youS save money 
- comparod td BT (even If youVe got Friends • 
Afvntyandfton^lto^ Oriwe'Bgfveyou, 
back double the cBSerenca.*: 

When you switch you! even#* at feast 
fOQmfnuoes of free local ewanfr^g a&, ewsry 
single month. And every Saturday untfl .the 
end of September 1998 national caSs wfl 
cost a maodmum of 50p»na natter.haw 
long you talk.**. • 

\bu donY need eo be an csqtorcto spot a 
good deal 

FreeCall 0800 056 3770 

What can we do for you? 


LOOKING FOR PROPERTY 


GO TO AUCTION 


SOLD £54.000 - 3 BED HOUSE N2. 
SOLD £38.000 - 2 BED FLAT W6. 
SOLD £25.000 ■ 2 BED FLAT SW6 


20 COLOUR AUCTION 
CATALOGUES 
1000’S OF FLATS AND 
HOUSES 
3 MONTH 
SUBSCRIPTION 

ONLY £29.99 


GATEFORCE 

0181 371 5026 

REF ELLIOT 


Overseas Properly 


Largest selection ol 3, 4 and 5 bedroom homes in 
Orlando, New Port Richey, South West GuH Coast 
» 3 bathoom pock homes from • Got causa dsvefetpmenls 
512x000 • BDK mortgages waaablB 

► 4 berioom pod homes tom m Fui n wn umn ar tjnt) 

Sl4Gu0m rarsal ssrvtees 

® 

to!S332E3 Fax: 01432353375 l SS& 


PUBLIC LAUNCH, SATURDAY 6TH JUNE 

0171 363 8888 

ATTENTION! 

RIVERSIDE DEVELOPMENT 
ADJACENT CANARY WHARF 



CABLE A WIRELESS 


EvwmgtiMofhFrfl&IXUIUO ■ Mca PWgifnwundcon e rio ai^ y W— am 
arprilxtrUdnh ** Lool ofc.VCTr nukiiu tcah.taO»m non pu g gi*. 
nnbwi rod oh soda attg the CAk 4 Wtrttmt CsOag Cud d» na qatlfy fcr 
dm promotion. OSw «rd> 2Mi 5c*«w*«r 1991 ai oSw. Prta Ptmlp and 
‘w >OOi m an tag utnmm m aTOhNo.i a uroairM cun a mtacrfe* m 

LoalM. D>rC* UROLSawtU rod SmrtOS Pto. M rtmwn am m 
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FRENCH PROPERTY NEWS 
monthly, for you free copy tele- 
phone (0181) 947 1834 Or 
htt p : M www. f ranch ^ -property- 

new 5 .e 0 m 

C1A000, chwndng vSfatge house In 
Jbimna. Southern Spam, edge ol 
vOsss and Nadtonamik. 2 bed- 
rooms (abigfa/doubW), IMng 
room, dfrrfns room, bTOhroom, 
hfirtimr Pnflr rrfiti mrnSnnr ilown 
<4 vaSoy and mountains oeyono. 
ttportx IMaga. 2 hours, Gfend- 
tK 45 ndrailas. English speaking 

land aflsffl auateble (a aesist In 
purine. CorSact 01843 B03S83 


Colour Property 
appears every Sunday. 
SO% of Independent 
on Saturday readers 
arc currently baying 
their own home. 

To advertise call 

Tbe Property ! 

Team on i 
0171 293 2302 I 
or 0171 293 2343, 

Sans NIC, |Un w. Jus •*»» 


OFFER of 
THE WEEK. 


Lacge deoched bouse with four double 
bedrooms, aD with badnoexas. 

♦ 

SciinacknTt^'oilbgeenvinjiuQeiu. 

4 

Convenient jccc» CC*M 4 - 

♦ 

Home adnnge avallaH e. 

£349,950 

Moneyrow Grange, Hoiyport, Nt Bray, Berkshire. 

MbwBanagrismaR^Hrfypun 


Tel: 01628 627013. 

(Monday 2 pm a> 6 fxn}. 



BARRATT 

flmb-giw tgm rf fr - 


1 BEDROOM COURTYARD 
APARTMENTS WITH TERRACES 

FROM ONLY £99,995 

2 BEDROOM WITH LARGE 
BALCONIES FROM ONLY 

£144,995 


France 


CHARENTE; SW FRANCE For a 

wide s e lectio n ol c o tt a ges- AS 
bulhfcig id poollnHIUllon by 
irademe n . For farther emails cai 
Plain SefaS on 00 33 S4S3622C0. 

BRTTTAirft cm, 000. CHARMING 
mone cos ag a , edge net vH fag n . 
leunga, knehen. idRty room. 
ah nei x. WC. 2 bedrooms, third dI 
wi erne garden, oOolh. fab 00 33 
287334048 
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FOR DETAILS CALL 

0171 363 8888 



LECfflN VALLEY . Nr Grands, 
house with 7 rooma & polio, 
charMng maags, msumafn 
atom. £ 8,100 gsrten awn. Wa 
can help isn n a ma . iawton)034 
BS87B8288 


A place where dreams come true 

Probably the most beautiful and unspoilt 
coastline of Spain 

Extensive range of new and pre-owned 
freehold properties available 

Viewing trips most weekends 

• 

Telephone 01536 484181 for details 
Colour brochure on request 
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What 

Ginetta Vedrickas 

talks to people who 

have chosen the 
ultimate in urban 
living: a flat above a 
retail establishment 


Friday evening queues outside 
fish and chip shops show that the 
pre-weekend fish ritual isn’t just 
for Catholics. But for those lucky 
souls who live above the chippy 
the smell of hying fish isn’t con- 
fined to Fridays- which leads to 
the question: what, is the 
attraction of living over a shop? 

Paul Williams, negotiator for 
Holden Matthews estate agents, 
in Upper Street, Islington, north 
London, is currently marketing a 
two-bedroom flat on the Essex 
Road for £225,000. Unusually, the 
property has enormous roof ter- 
races — one is 50ft long— yet it is 
also above a vacant shop, and so 
far there are no takers. “These 
flats tend to be on busy roads, and 
people worry because h can be an 
unknown quantity. Buyers should 
check planning applications to 
make sure there can be no A3 
use,” says Paul (for bureaucracy 
novices, A3 means “restaurant”). 

However, he advises buying 
property above shops for invest- 
ment purposes. “You get a good 
yield for your money and a bit 
more space. You may nor get the 
growth of other locales, but some 
tenants aren’t fussy about their 
location.” 

Ninette Earache, director of 
HAM estates, in north London, 
finds that properties above shops 
rj do take longer to sell or let, but 
seasons play an important role. 
“Spring’s the worst time to let, 
but in August you can rent out a 
shed.” Ninette has a one- 
bedroom property for rent above 
her offices, but has had little suc- 
cess so for; is the estate agency 
itself off-putting? 

Fellow agent Marcus Kemp, 
of King’s Road, in central Lon- 
don, defends the profession: “At 
least we go home by 7pm. If the 
shop turns into a late-night video 


If 



‘And they’re coining up to the third fence!*: for Stephanie West, Irving above a booklets is a lot of fun, with few disadvantages 


Photograph: Neville Elder 


traditional little shops with flats 
above.” The reasons seem ob- 
vious, yet Marcus holds an al- 
ternative view. “The benefits of 
living above a shop are enormous. 
In a block you can’t do anything 
without annoying the neighbours 
but above a shop you can party 
all night long.’ 


Committee (LPAC), is convinced 
that one way to revitalise town 
centres - particularly at night - 
is to get people living in them 
a g im, and this would also make 
them more economically viable. 
John also believes that the plan- 
ning system should be more 
proactive: “It should shake up 
housmg’colleagues and the Chan- 


Vfelk around any high street 

shop, then you’ve gota. problem” f vw'tl}< ; an r eye to the spaces abovp^eeil Q^ Jhe&xdBxpeiLr .-. . ; 
Marcus has sold many properties andybu see them: diiigy curtains;,' - lypACj &'phrtly r funding a 
in the! popular K&gV Rohd,- &6t befatted ^whadows, signs of «£?> stiiety, currently at* draft Stage: 
some have proved harder than lected and forgotten spaces which looking at potential capacity and 
others. “A flat above a kebab shop are hard to visualise as homes, 
was a nightmare,” says Marcus, Housing associations and in- 
sightful local authorities have 
long developed policies to trans- 
form retail space into homes, but, 
with developers catching on to the 
benefits, competition for space is 
tough. 

Retailers must also be per- 
suaded of the advantages. John 
Lett, assistant chief planner for 
the London Planning Advisory 


blaming high insurance premiums 
for buyers’ reluctance, as flats 
above restaurants can face fire 
hazards. Mortgage companies 
pose further problems, with their 
traditional aversion to lending on 
these properties. 

Marcus perceives two cate- 
gories. “Mansion blocks over 
businesses sell well in contrast to 


demand in Londonfor dwellings 
in and over shops and the mech- 
anisms necessary for improving 
them. The Civic Trust, which is 
being consulted for the study, has 
identified a need to promote the 
benefits for small shopkeepers 
and & considering incentives to 
encourage converting and refur- 
bishing retail spaces. Some large 
retailers are already convinced. 
Martins Newsagents was paying 


£250,000 in empty property rates 
and now finds it can get an an- 
nual rental income of £400,00 
from the previously vacant space. 

People living above shops 
seem to be divided in their en- 
thusiasm. Stephanie West rents 
a two-storey maisonette above 
William Hill bookmakers in 
South London. The location 
sounds unappealing but the enor- 
mous roof terrace with its leafy 
views, and Stephanie’s ardour, 
dispel any distaste you may have 
for urban living. Did she specif- 
ically choose a flat over a shop? 
“I absolutely lucked into this. I 
was in New York and was used 
to noise, 24-bour shopping and 
decent weather: I was dreading 
returning to London." 

Stephanie arrived hack with no 
cash (her last £50 went on quar- 
antine fees for her Doberman 
pinscher); she found her “in- 
credibly cheap” flat through a 


friend. Three doors down from 
a Seven Eleven, she has all-night 
shopping; she also has occasion- 
al good weather. She takes foil ad- 
vantage of the situation. 

“I can put ray coat over my 
nightie, slip out and get a bottle 
of bubbly and a video and be back 
in bed within three minutes,” says 
Stephanie, who has belter plans 
for her disposable income than 
mortgage payments. She is min- 
utes from her bank, a dry clean- 
er s, a delicatessen and 
restaurants: “People are always 
dropping in,” she says. “It’s just 
the most wonderful, convenient 
space; you can hop out and catch 
a bus or taxi within minutes.” 

Stephanie was single when 
she moved in but now lives with 
her partner Simon and son 
Alexander. 

Are there disadvantages? 
“Living above a bookie's brings 
smoke and noise. And they’re 


coming up to the third fence!’” 
shouts Stephanie, in a passable 
imitation. However, she prefers 
bookies to estate agents. “They 
employ young meu with posh 
cars, so you can never park.” 

The family feels secure in 
their flat. “Alexander is adept at 
urban living and would never 
lurch off a pavement,” she says, 
and the entrance is overlooked, 
which deters burglars. 

Your safety may depend on 
the type of business below you. 
A friend once spent several har- 
rowing hours tied up with a gun 
at his head thanks to a raid on the 
sub-post office below his flat - but 
that’s another story. Next time 
you’re out shopping and spy a 
woman with a nightie under her 
coat, don’t despair. She’s not 
symptomatic of urban societal 
breakdown; she's part of that 
happy breed who live over the 
shop- 
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Click and 
youYe in 
the picture 

The days when you have ro rely on an 
artistically arranged comer of a room 
to gain an impression of the whole 
coulcFbe numbered. Imagination is no 
longer always necessary for those who 
house hunt on the computer. With a 
Hirk of the mouse you can turn 360 
degrees and check out exactly what is 
in the room. Is the ceiling really that 
high? Wbat kind of windows are they? 

Winkwortb, the London estate 
agents, have just launched a Walk In- 
side Tour in conjunction with JPDC 
The IPIX technology - a form of digi- 
tal photography - will be used with se- 
lected properties and the results so for 
have proved impressive. As yet 
•Winkwwih uses only text on its web- 
site, since not all agents have digital 
cameras, and browsers easily overlook 
something special without pictures to 
entice them. 

A Georgian house on the Thames 
recently sold through the Walk 
Inside Tour to a buyer who had no in- 
tention of buying on that particular 
stretch of the river. But he was so 
struck by the whole look of the prop- 
erty that he offered a higher price 
than the one on the table from a local 
buyer. He was able to see the house 
from the inside and outside, back and 
front as well as getting views of the 
street and the Thames. Website: 
www.winkwortb.co.uk. 

Rumours of a shortage of properties 
for sale are exaggerated according to 
Mark Chick of Leslie Marsh & Co, 
from Netting Hill, one of London’s hot 
spots. He sees supply running at an ex- 
ceptionally healthy level, which will 
calm the nerves of all those fearful of 
putting tbeir homes on the market in 
case they find themselves homeless. 
“There is a constant temptation to play 
down supply, but the fact is our in- 
structions are now nearly 50 per cent 
up on this time last year ” Although 
they still can’t keep up with demand, 
buyers can rest assured that something 
else will come up. adds Mr Chick. 

Beryl might just be the answer for the 
odd weekend. She is a 70ft narrow boat 
moored on the Oxford Canal two miles 
from the city centre and is for sale for 
£40,000. For that you get a living area 
with stained-glass windows, portholes 
and panelling, and two sleeping cabins. 
There is a shower room and in case 
anyone is getting too relaxed a solid- 
fuel Rayburn to riddle out every so of- 
ten. The agents are Guttons Daniel 
Smith: 03865 793900. 
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First, find your 
forgotten shell 


Relics from another age offer 
scope for the sort of 
conversions that change 
unfashionable addresses into 
the haunts of film stars. 

Penny Jackson reports 

A converted stable block and a church tow- 
er have more than their 18th-century ori- 
gins in common. They are both in south 
London and cany a price tag of £lm. On 
the edge of Clapham Common, Robin and 
Caroline Tbderman have created an oasis 
in Nightingale Lane. They have transformed 
the derelict building tucked away between 
flats, which briefly saw life as a restaurant, 
into a 3^00 sqft home that combines ail the 
appeal of a. spacious loft with detafls of the 
old stables. Both nefurbishments were a 
labcaa- of love, taken on by enthusiasts who 
felt instinctively the potential of the build- 
ings. Architects’ ideas often dashed with 
their own and so they drew their own de- 
signs, keeping professional input to a auix- 
imum. They learnt die hard way and at 
times thought their ambitions had got the 
betier of them. 

When. the Tbttennans finally moved m, 
by now with a small baby, they were sud- 
denly assaulted with horrendous smells. 
“We thought it was a gas leak, then the 
drains but no oqe could find anything. We 
also had problems with the electrics. In the 
end we took up the hew floor and found 
that the open drains from the stables were 


were eating through the wires,” recalls. 
Robin. "We fa d to seal it andlay the whole 
of die ground floor again.” 

Since k is open plan and about 50 ft in 


length, this was no small task. But despite 
this setback the house had begun to take 
shape. '‘We would sit and debate all the 
details with the builder as we went along,” 
he says. *We became our own developers.” 
It took a year for the purchase of the sta- 
bles to be negotiated. They bought during 
the property doldrums and from an ask- 
ing price of £500,000 they talked tbeir way 
down to about a third of that. 

“We walked past it every day and from 
the moment we walked in we knew it was 
just wbat we wanted,” says Caroline. She 
is no stranger to design. Her background 
is in the theatre, as is that of her family - 
Oliver Reed, the actor, is her uncle - and 
she designed many of the visual merchan- 
dising campaigns for In-Specs, the trendy 
eyewear company founded by Robin. “We 
\yere clear we wanted a lot of space,” they 
both say. In the courtyard outside the 
kitchen the original stable flooring has been 
restored. A spiral staircase leads np to a 
roof garden off a bedroom and a sauna sits 
in what was an outside passageway. Now 
it is on the market with a £lm price tag. 
“It was a labour of love,” says Caroline. “Wfe 

never imagined five years ap) we would be 

selling K at this price.” 

Edward Caudwefl. for the selling agents 
Aylesford. is seeing people moving south 
of the river who would never have dreamt 
of it a few years ago. “A million pounds is 
a psychological barrier, but when people 
realise they would be paying more like 
£3m in Chelsea, it isn’t difficult to lure 
them out. I even blindfolded one buyer and 
drove him to Batteisea. When he saw the 
house, he bought iL” Even so, buyers wiB 
not be pushed into paying siBy prices, he 

says* . , ■ . 

In areas where houses are elearty m a 
different category from their neighbours, 
pricing can be difficult. Heather Pootif- 
ex, of FPDsavffls, says that now precedents 
have been set in Wandsworth and 



Stable life: Robin and Caroline Totterman say their conversion was a labour of love 


Clapham comparisons can be made, but 
in the case of Gypsy Tower, the spectac- 
ular church-tower conversion, it is much 
harder. 

Every morning. Michael Robina noted 
the bumt-out church in Gypsy Hill as he 
drove past on his way to wo& Three and 
a half years kuer the vison thargripped him 
when he first stopped for a look has become 
die reality that drew Madonna fouf miles 
sooth of fashionable London, to inspect. It 
is oq the market al £L2m. ’ 

li would be unique in arty setting. Rn- 
bino, an interior design er, and hs business 
partner Michael Edwards-Hammond 


Vi 




bought the church from a frankly incred- 
ulous diocese for £33,000. “Nobody want- 
ed it.” says EdWards-Hammond. “E n glis h 
Heritage, who were dealing with it, thought 
we were mad." 

Rubino, who had always wanted to live 
inachurch, topk control from day one and 
set about the task with apassion.'Tf I had 
known what it would involve I wouldii ev- 
er have started,” he admits. As it is, he has 
created a home with all the features of a 
modem development - closed-circuit TV, 
a lift, sprinklers in every room -the romance 
of a roof-top garden overlooking London, 
and where taking a bath means looking up 


V' : f" - 


through a glass roof to the summit of the 
tower. He hunted down wall lights in 
Italy, appropriate for the enormously thick 
walls. 

Edwards-Hammond began to watch 
the finances nervously as expert restorers 
■ repaired the charred timber and stone and 
whatever could be salvaged from the ar- 
sonist’s vandalism. The only floor in exis- 
tence was in the belfry and that was “two 
feet thick in pigeon dropping?”. Now it is 
enclosed by 44 windows. Below, in the dock 
room, the exposed workings of the clock 
have been repaired by the original makers. 
"We spent £600,000 on it in the end.” snys 


Photogra ph : Kaipesh Larhigra 


Edwards-Hammond. Madonna is not the 
only celebrity to show an interest. “When 
I was in America l showed the pictures to 
Cher over lunch. She loved the place. Can 
you im agi n e her living there? No one would 
expect to find her drinking in a wine bar 
in Gypsy HilL” 

You wouldn’t have to blindfold anyone 
to buy south of the Thames if Cher ex- 
changed a Malibu address for SE 19. 

The agents [or Nigfitingale Lane are Ayles- 
ford (0171-351 2383) and Douglas & Gor- 
don (0171-924 20001; for Gvpsv Ton er 
FPDsaxiDs (018J-877 12221 
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Chill out 
in style 

The sun’s put and you want to take the 
heat out of your life Rosalind Russell 
on where to find the - coole^pf coolers 


It's always the same. After one 
fall of snow, there’s not a to- 
boggan to be bad in Hamleys. 
Come the Spring Bank Holiday, 
every watering can has vanished 
from garden-centre shelves. 
And after a couple of hot week- 
ends the chances of finding an 
electric fan in the shops are as 
thin as an accountant’s smile. 
Or, at least finding one you 
wouldn’t mind admitting you 
owned. 

There is, after all, cool and 
cooL The coolest in looks are the 
retro chrome fans, like the ones 
seen in grainy old black-and- 
white movies and as classic as 
Humphrey Bogart’s raincoat. 
They translate easily into ware- 
house conversion apartments, 
look smart on beechwood floors 
and don't clash with black 
leather and chrome furniture. 

Prices vary enormously. For 
instance, an American-made 
high-powered three-speed air 
circulator fan sold mail order 
through Ocean costs £179, 
while Scotts of Stowe’s Equinox 
brochure Lists one so similar 
as to be indistinguishable at 
£99.95. Scotts’ classic pedestal 
fan, height adjustable 59in- 
7Rin, with a 20in blade diame- 
ter costs £199.95. That and the 
desktop version (£79.95) are ' 
based on the design first pro- 
duced in the 1930s. They have 
all-metal parts on a solid cast- 
iron base and have three 
speeds. 

Most of the classic fans of 
the Twenties and Thirties were 
black stove enamel with gold 
edging lines, says Dave Wood- 
cock. assistant curator of do- 
mestic technology at the 
Science Museum. 
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“There was a change in the' 
Thirties when the fan - like 
ships and aeroplanes -became 
susceptible to design consider- 
ations," says Dave. “The 
chrome of the fan bad a lot to 
do with the streamlining of 
ships, you can see it in thecast- 
ing for the motor, the torpedo 
shape. Instead of being purely 
functional and put away when 
the weather turned cool, fans 
began to be looked on as a piece 
of furniture." 

Now, says Dave, people are 
hankering after such dassic de- 
signs, having tired of modem 
tat. The dassic fan is as sought 
after as the 1932 model of the 
Anglepoise lamp, the Wiring 
waterfall blender and the West- 
inghouse fridge (so cleverly 
tweaked by Smeg using the 
smooth shape but adding 
colour). 

“The Thirties fan wasa thing 
of great beauty," says Dave 
Woodcock. “Now there are 
very few all-metal objects 
around.” 

For good copies John Lewis 
sell an antique-style Sana desk- 
top fan in either black or 
chrome at £59.50, while Purves 
and Purves stock a classic- 
design al uminium fan with a 
control dial on the base at 
£65.75. 

The Conran Shop offers the 
Cinni classic fan with a black 
pedestal in several diameters, 
costing from £175 to £95 (the 
cheapest is non-oscillating). 
But they will obtain a floor- 
standing 400mm-diameter 
chrome fan to order, price 
£260. 

Pifco has been making fans 
for more than 50 years, so had 



THREE TO VIEW: AT £150 000 



Cheerful and cheap: 

PHco’s Jelly Fans (above) 
and their classic desk 
version (right) give more 
expensive competitors a 
run for their money 

little trouble reinventing the 
Fifties pedestal fan for their cur- 
rent range: it costs £44.95. The 
chrome and black 9in-diameter 
fan starts at £24.99. 

“The popularity of home- 
improvement television pro- 
grammes has made people very 
aware of design," says Jon 
Martin, Pifco’s brand manager. 
“People want each room to 
look co-ordinated." 

For cheap and cheerful, Pif- 
co’s new range of Jelly Fans are 
bard to beat. In four colours - 
tangerine, yellow, aquamarine 
and blue - they are fully oscil- 
lating and have a separate swiv- 
el joint allowing the head of the 
fen to be tilted up or down. They 
cost £14.99 and come with a 
three-year guarantee. 

Availability and stockists: 
Equinox, 0870 600 44 33; John 
Lewis (Oxford Street), 0171-828 
1000; Purves and Purves, 0171- 
580 8223; Conmn Shop, 0171- 
589 7401; Pifco, 0161 9473170. 
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sitting-room has 
an Adam-style 
fireplace with 

The 16-ft idtchenhas lOT »i^J* A roi cottage inotif. is included 
ingjenook fireplace with a frontdoor.The cottage 

in the rodflight and the ^throom and a i2 ; ft 

Bigbuiy on Sea, . - ‘ ; 

bridge in De- 


modem bunga- 
low 25 yards 
from the beach. 


across to Hope 
Cove in the dis- 
tance. The 
owners of the _ 

^■^Twou,d consider selling it famished should a buyer want 
it asa holiday home. It has a 22-ft sitting-room with views oftheseft 
and an exposed stone fireplace. There’s even a good view for thewash- 
er-up frSnthe 14-ft kitchen. Outside there is a garage/boat store auri 
a rrired terrace. An orchard of fruit trees may be bought separately. 
£149,500 through FUlfords (01584 853747). 

April Cottage in MLachamp- 
tpn, Gloucestershire, is a 
period double-fronted town- 
house built of Cotswold stone. 

Four miles from Stroud and 
the mainline railway station 
(London 90 minutes), the 
three-storey cottage has a 23- 
ft sittmg-room with two 
Cotswold stone fireplaces on 
raised stone hearths. There are 
built-in bookshelves. A door 
leads to a spiral stone staircase 
down to the cellar. The ma i n 
bedroom is on the 'second 
floor, with two more on the 
first floor. There are south fee- 
ing gardens with fruit bushes 
and a Wendy house. £149,500 
through Murrays (01453 
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STOKE NEWINGTON NIB Latt law 
1/8 bad spartnrants mmabUng In 
new period church conversion. 
Close to nation, sasy access to 
the c%. FMad kitchens, wooden 
Hoors and gas Cfli. Same with 
patio or rasftanace. Prices from 
£80.000 ID Cl 20000. la 0181 9W 
7327 

HACKNEY EE, SELECTION of 3 
bed sy ar twena newly converted 
from within a 5 storey Georgian 
house. PiwnlnsrtBy located; 
doss to shops, tnsmport and 
smtisnUes Rasd kaehsra. baBv 
rooms sn-sutto showots, ocon- 
onty 7 hasting and rasidsnrs ML 
Prices from C8&9B&. W 0181 BOO 
7387 

ONE BEDROOM FLAT. W14 £175 
PWCaStsota on 01 71 244 6899 


Wanted 


^0. 




^SUNLIGHT SQUAKl T 
JUST ONE 
FROM THE CITY 
VICIOIflANSOl^Wiliml^^L 
,i HOW CONVERTED 10 PROWjg 
53 ULTRA-HIGH SPECIFICA 1 I® * 
L 0 FIS Al® 24 NEW L 1 IXUW 
APARTMENTS ® INA 





EXCEPTIONAL VALUE 



Co; thorn Iir-Ties 



0171 363 8888 



C. HOWARD KWC 
PARTNERS 


ThbInthwwional 
Letting Agency 

Bonus • EjJut • Richmond 

TO LET 
Superb contemporary 
four bedroom house on 
the banka of the River 

Thames within walking 
distance of Richmond 
£5,300 pem 

Telephone: 

0181 948 4314 


■ regent letting ltd 

Tel: 01 7-1 916 0313 Fftx: OITI 916 1607 

FLATSHARE. FINCHLEY ROAD OWp- 

Ha wMfc iodnfa h£v J mails test VsbNr am:. 

HOLLOWS S7 . . P 5 0 ^ 

0 K MflaBffBdb ateg.k ptoF:fag«littdladtt.n Jg£B » ^M t-¥ai | l* w 
/wiMT ON gnmx wh asdpm 

! M M ■ saTBODd loatka. opes ftm loagr ad fcsata. setae; autesc. arc to ucpm 

■JjeuiCi-Wjifciw . 

playfieuj roaa has nwpv 


LANDLORDS 

SPECIAL 

RATES 


No Fee To 
Tenants 

34 B Camden Rd 
London NWt 9EA 


BARRY ROAD, SE22 ^ . , 

«try l*^t iuitdprfea ar» 

CASTLEHAVEN ROAa NWI ___ . Jr** 

2g^hriflafc»cn?nJteanL6$ettdliidm^*^ 

MAPLE STREEX W l _ _ “V 

tfctc Wmmed Du a tta tan rt fl* tet Latjc nwo. fcft Eflnl l-daa silh Mataf 
udBt taidkin. 

ROUSDEM STREET, MR frUOpi 

PllW W rwpah a «<c lot cfCmia fare itesa.&ft 
tBtddikar MIST BE SEES! ,-taa-ic oo». 


LANDLORDS 


WE HAVE! 




0181 450 549 $ 


To 

advertise 
in this 
section 
please 
call the 
Property 
Team 
on 

0171 293 
2302/2329. 



^ c , ' 1 
i % u ! 

aliSr 

iWj q__c_ L L 

j ygj | 

m 







i(aK'fTT|3 

jcfnTvSsa 


| | V 1 r i’ll i a N 


c 9 1 * : 


Ijj i| | jfji ITjw 

MfftBSliM&j 


ajh j 




it- 



/ .I', 

• '-Mir.; 


fT f”- 


liassi;... -ties ms 


mamM 


' ■•ri: 


- BY AUJS5 AND MOiS OW; ... 

ooufcx war! y»r /uwMmr* wrwtoof 
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»UD O^ROOtlS ^ 
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FINAL PHASE ^ 

SHOW APARTMENT OPEN SATURDAY AND SUNDAY 2 - 5 PM 
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